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2Sie im bergangenen Safjre crfdjcint baS Sabrbud), um bie 
beraögcrte Verausgabe roährenb ber ftriegSjaljre gut |ti matten, 
oud) bieSmal als ftattlidjcr 25obpelbanb, beffen bielfeitiger 3fal)alt 
nid)t berfebjen mirb, unfcre Sefer bon bcr ©ebeutung unfereS 
MfStumS in Mmerifa unb öon bcr 2ötd)tigfeit beutfdj.amerifani- 
fdjer @cftt)irf)t§forfttiung aufs 9ßcue au überaeugen. 

einer tiefbringenben Stubie über GharlcS ©ealsfielb füfjrt 
uns ber 3?erfaffer in bie innerfte ©erfftatt unfereS größten beutfd)- 
amerifanifdjen $5id)terS unb jeigt uns, roie beffen ganacS Staffen 
ber 93erherrli$ung ber roerbenben amerifanifdjen Marion, ihrer 
polttifdj-focialeti Söerförpcrung im rcbublifanifdjen 8taatsn>efen, 
bem 2Sad)Stum il)rer Sftifdtfultur utü) ihres jungen, aufblühenben 
S^ationatgeifteS geroibmet mar. $ein aeitgenöffifdjer anglo^ameri« 
fanifdicr Xidjter, meber Gooper nod) ^rbing, fann fid) an Xiefc 
ber SWbung, an SBeite beS gefd)id)tlidjen SölirfcS unb an poetifdjer 
$raft mit unterem Sealsfielö meffen. Unb eS ift gerabe in bieten 
Xagcn, mo bcr SluSbrud „SlmerifaniSmuS" dum efetbaft ge« 
häffigen ^ropaganbafdjlagmort herabgefunfen ift, tröftlid) au mit- 
ten, bafe es brei herborragenbe ®eutfd)«9lmerif , ancr: $arl Sollen, 
JSrana ßieber unb Charles 3ealSfielb maren, bie, jeber in feiner 
ÜEÖeife, ben urfprüngliaiert amerifanifdjen Realen ^ m reiuftcit unb 
tiefften 9luSbrurf berliehen. 

Sieben ber 9lbhanblung über SealSfielb fei auf ben rrcfflidjen 
Vortrag bon ^rofeffor 2lbolf #afenclcber über $eter #afencleber, 
ben beutfaVamerifanifaicn Pionier auf bem (Gebiete ber ©ifen- unb 
Stahlinbuftrie unb iöegrünbcr ber ftem Dörfer .§anbclSfammer, 
hingemiefen. 

9?id)t meniger ^ntereffe als ben genannten Huffäfecn merben 
bic ßefer beS $al>rbucrjS bem Slrtifel über Wocth.eS SBeate&ungcn 
3u amerifanifdien fterrnhuterfreifen, fomie ben 9lufaeid)uungcn 
heffifdjer ©friere unb bor allem bem fulturgefd)id)tlid) fo mert- 
bollcn mic feffelnb gcfdjricbcnen logebud) öuftab DrefelS, baS 
$offmann bon Fallersleben a» feinen „Steyanifdien Öiebern" an- 
regte, entgegenbringen. 

3J?öge aud) biefer 33anb beS 3ahrbud)S baau beitragen, ber 
müfjcbollen unb opferreidjen Arbeit unferer §iftorifd)cn ©efeH« 
fd)aft neue (Gönner unb Reifer auauführen. 

Xn» 3Wb bon Senkficlb, baS bem Mrtifcl bon Dr. Ublenborf 
beigegeben ift, ift eine Siebergabe bc* Porträts in ^rofeffor 9t. *ö. 
Ranfts Stubie über ben Tid)tcr. 3. «. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



Although the author whosc works are the subject of the 
following discussion, is Hsted among the notable German 
romancers of the nineteenth Century in all histories of modern 
German literature, comparatively little has been done in the 
way of a scientific study of the man and his productions. This 
is all the more remarkable in view of the Sensation his first 
appearance caused in contemporary literary criticism, and 
especially in view of the romantic interest which he attracted 
by his early anonymity, by the subsequent adoption of an Eng- 
lish pseudonym, and finally by the posthumous disclosure of 
his identity. The neglect with which he has been treated by 
literary investigators is to be explained, however, largely by 
the fact that the necessary source material and othcr means 
of research are in his case not accessible to the German 
Student, while in this country only a few scholars have rccog- 
nized the fact that Sealsfield's works form a part also of Amer- 
ican literature. What Friedrich Kapp, in a noteworthy essay 
on German-American interrelations, 1 said forty ycars ago is 
still true today: no American history of literature mentions 
him even by name.* 

1 Kapp, Friedrich, Deutsch-amerikanische W echselbesiehungcn. 
Deutsche Rundschau. Berlin, 1880. v. XXV, pp. 88-123. 

l The brief notice in The Cambridge History of American Litera- 
ture (v. I, p. 325) which lists him among the Travelers and Obscrvers, 
1763-1846, and merely mentions him as a follower of Cooper only env 
phasizes Kapp's assertion. Nor can the half page devoted to Sealsfield 
in v. IV, (p. 579) be considercd a treatment adequate to his literary 
tmportance. 

9 
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Owing to dieir unacquaintence with American conditions 
and American history the early critics of Sealsfield could of 
necessity judge him only aecording to traditional literary 
Standards. 

The first attempt at a more adequate appreciation of the 
literary character of Sealsfield's works from the point of view 
of esthetics and the history of civilization, was made by Rudolf 
Gottschall in Die deutsche Nationallitteratur des ip. Jahrhun- 
derts, Breslau, 1854. His discussion of the novelist, which in 
later editions was revised and enlarged, still remains by far 
the best estimate of his work given in the current histories of 
modern German literature. Shortly after Sealsfield's death, 
which called forth numerous necrologies," Gottschall publishcd 
a separate essay 4 on our author, making a careful and more 
detailed analysis of his works and adding what was then avail- 
able of biographical material. As a literary portrait of Seals- 
field this essay is still unsurpassed. Gottschall was the first 
to inquire into the poet's coneeption of the art of fiction as 
embodied in his autobiographical sketch, written for Brock- 
haus' Conversationslexicon, and in the various prefaces to his 
novels. Moreover, he was the first to appreciate the true his- 
torical significance of Sealsfield's romances and to interpret 
correctly the racial and ethnic problems which they attempt 
to solve. 

In 1875 Leo Smolle published a monograph (Sealsfield: 
Biographisch-literarisches Charakterbild) containing some new 
and important biographical data, which the author had ob- 
tained from Sealsfield's brother, Joseph Postl. As a literary 

* Kertbeny, K. M., Erinnerungen an Charles Sealsfield, Brüssel, 
1864. Hartmann, Alfred, Der deutsch-amerikanische Romantiker, Gar- 
tenlaube, 1864, No. 4, pp. 53-55; Ein aufgeklärtes Literaturqcheimnis, 
ibid., 1865. No. 6. pp. 94-95. Meyer, Elise, Der Dichter heider Hemi- 
sphären, Daheim, 1865, p. 295 ff. Hemmann, Fr., Etu'as über Charles 
Sealsfield, Gegenwart, No. 36, 1878, pp. 149-157; Erinnerunqen an 
Charles Sealsfield, Nord und Süd. Sept. 1879; Seals field-Postl, ibid., 
1889, v. L, pp. 337-352. 

* Charles Sealsfield. Ein literarisches Porträt, Unsere Zeit, n. s. 
v. I, pp. 241-266. Reprinted in the author's Porträts und Studien, Leip- 
zig, 1876. 
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criticism, however, this study cannot compare with that of 
Gottschall. 

It was not until 1879 that the first scientific attempt was 
made to throw more light upon Sealsfield's life. This was 
done by Victor Hamburger in his booklet Sealsfield-Postl; bis- 
her unveröffentlichte Briefe und Mitteilungen zu seiner Bio- 
graphie, Wien, 1879. According to the preface the author had 
obtained records bearing upon Sealsfield's clerical career, and 
had also made a careful study of his descriptions of travel as 
far as they threw light on the novelist's life. The material 
thus collected was carefully sifted and critically examined with 
the result that the biographical sketch, comprising the first 
forty-seven pages and some valuable annotations on pages 146- 
149 of the book, is a most creditable contribution to our knowl- 
edge of Sealsfield's life. It is, moreover, written with sym- 
pathetic spirit and in excellent literary form. Appended to the 
sketch are the autobiographic outline in the form of a letter 
to Brockhaus, thirteen letters to Freiherr J. F. von Cotta, the 
publisher of his first book, and fifteen letters to Heinrich Er- 
hard, manager of J. B. Metzler, bookdealer, the publisher of 
the author's Collected Works. 

To none of the critics mentioned thus far had it occurred 
that a true understanding and appreciation of Sealfield's pecu- 
liar literary character was possible only by viewing him in the 
light of a German-American writer. This point of view was 
emphasized first by Friedrich Kapp, the eminent historian and 
author of the Geschichte der Deutschen im Staate New York, 
in the essay already mentioned, in which he reviews and Supple- 
ments Gustav Körner's excellent book Das deutsche Element 
in den Vereinigten Staaten. While Kapp's brief discussion of 
Sealsfield does not claim to advance new results of investiga- 
tion, it points out how on American soil he became the greatest 
"painter of customs and nationalities" in German literature, 
the charm of whose romances consists in the glorification of 
the genesis of society and the State, illustrated by the concrete 
example of the growth of American nationality. 
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The distinction of having been thc first in this country to 
make a special study of Sealsfield and his works, Selongs to 
Professor A. B. Faust. His Doctor's dissertation (Johns Hop- 
kins University, 1892) entitled Charles Sealsfield (Carl Postl) ; 
Materials for a Biography; a Study of his Style; his Infiuence 
upon American Literature, produced some new biographical 
material, classified and discussed Sealsfield's use of words, Syn- 
tax and general style, and attempted to assign to him a position 
in American literature by tracing the infiuence he exerted on 
some of his American Imitators and plagiarists. 

In 1894 Faust printed a series of newly discovered letters 
of Sealsfield, 5 which shed welcome light on the last twenty 
years of his life, and finally, in 1897, he published a biography 
of the romancer under the title, Charles Sealsfield (Carl Postl), 
der Dichter beider Hemisphären. Sein Leben und seine Werke, 
Weimar, 1897. The aim of Faust's book, which is based on 
sources then available as well as on material gathered in Europe 
and in this country, is stated in the preface as f ollows : "The 
attempt is made in the introduetion to demonstrate how emi- 
nent a place in the literature of both hemispheres the poet may 
claim. Since Sealsfield influenced the modern German novel 
especially in the direction of realism this treatise on the writer's 
life and works may be considered a contribution to the history 
of the German novel." 

The principal value of Faust's painstaking work is to be 
found in the biographical portions of the book and in the dis- 
cussion of literary relations, rather than in the explanation of 
the specific qualities and of the ethnographic and historical 
significance of Sealsfield's romances. 

A number of important points which Faust had over- 
looked in his biography of the poet were set forth in a review 
of the book by Professor Julius Goebel (Americana-Germanica, 
1897, v. I, pt. III, pp. 94-103). To interpret Sealsfield cor- 
rectly, the reviewer maintains, it is necessary to keep in mind 
his outspoken Americanism, and to explain from this point of 



6 Publications of thc Modern Language Association of America, 
1894, v. IX, pp. 342-402. 
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view his poetic development as well as the avowed purpose 
of his romances to f oster the growth of democracy in Germany 
by depicting the marvelous evolution of democratic nationality 
and civilization in the United States. 

In 1907 Die Gesellschaft zur Förderung deutscher Wissen- 
schaft, Kunst und Literatur in Böhmen appointed Professor 
Otto Heller of Washington University to act as chief editor 
of a complete critical edition of Sealsfield's works to be in- 
corporated in the Bibliothek Deutscher Schriftsteller aus Böh- 
men. As a groundwork for this proposed edition he brought 
together the most complete extant collection of Sealsfield's 
writings in their several editions, as also an extensive biblio- 
graphy. An article in Buphorion (1907, v. XIV, pp. 7 18-/2 r » 
corrected a bibliographical error due to a misstatemer.t in 
Sealsfield's autobiography concerning his connection with the 
Courier des £tats-Unis. In 1908 (Modern Language Review, 
v. III, pp. 360-365) Heller published additional bibliographical 
notes on The United States, on Tokeah, or The White Rose, 
on Morton, and on Christopherus Bärenhäuter. Material of 
bibliographical importance is also contained in his note to an 
unpublished letter* of Sealsneid. 7 In 1910 he published a sig- 
nificant article on Some Sources of Sealsfield* Here he points 
to a story which probably gave Sealsfield the idea for his 
White Rose in Tokeah, and refers to the model for a comical 
harangue in George Howard as well as to the source of an 
episode in the same novel. 9 Christopherus Bärenhäuter, which 
had until then been considered a production of Sealsfield's pen, 
was shown to have been translated f rom The Western Monthly 
Review of 1827. Finally, a chapter in the Kajütenbuch, which 
Sealsfield hirnseif menüons as not being his own, was traced 
to Samuel Lover's Legends and Stories of Ireland. In an 
article entitled Seolsfield-Funde,*» Professor Heller presented 

'Euphorion, v. XVI, pp. 516-517. 

7 The writer has obtained several references f rom Professor Heller, 
for which he wishes to express his sinccre gratitude. 
»Modem Phüology. 1910, v. VII, pp. 587-592. 
• Cf . Heller, Modern Language Notes, 1908, v. XXIII, pp. 172-173. 
v> German- American Annais, n. s. v. VIII, pp. 82-86; v. IX, pp. 

3-30. 
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the results of an investigation into Cotta's Journals. He found 
seven contributions written by Sealsfield, part of which wcre 
new and part already familiär to the Student of his works." 
Although Professor Heller fully appreciates the greatness and 
literary significance of Sealsfield, as is evident from his essay 
published in The Bulletin of the Washington University As- 
sociation of 1908 (v. VI, pp. 18-44), his chief interest, as may 
be seen from the publications cited above, is that of the biblia 
grapher. 

A recent contribution to the study of Sealsfield was also 
made by Professor A. Ravize of Bordeaux. Verifying a State- 
ment in Sealsfield's autobiography he identified five short stories 
in the Englishman's Magazine of 1831," as being part of his 
works. 

The two most recent investigations are those of Thomp- 
son 1 ' and Schultz. 14 The former attempts to show that our 
romancer, at least in one novel, drew largely upon personal 
Observation. The latter treats on a broad, historical basis of 
Sealsfield's colorful, realistic descriptions of exotic nature." 

It is evident from the foregoing brief survey that the 
greater part of the investigations on the subject under dis- 
cussion are of a biographical and bibliographical nature. 

In the present monograph a study is made of the ethnic 
Clements, and the historical, political, and social conditions as 
they appear in Sealsfield's descriptions of the rise of American 
civilization, society, and nationality. 

11 Preston A. Barba seems to have accidentally come across a 
source uscd by Sealsfield in his Kajütenbuch entitled A Visit to Texas, 
New York, 1834. Cf. German-American Annais, n. s. v. IX, pp. 31-39. 

UEuphorion, 1909, v. XVI, pp. 102-116. 

14 Thompson, Garrett W., An inquiry into the sources of Charles 
Sealsfield's novel "Morton oder die grosse Tour," Univ. of Pa. Diss. 
1910. 

14 Schultz, Paul, Die Schilderung exotischer Natur im deutschen 
Roman mit besonderer Berücksichtigung von Charles Sealsfield, Mün- 
ster, 1913. 

18 Cf. Diez, Max, Ueber die Naturschilderung in den Romanen 
Sealsfields, Washington University Studies, 1914, pp. 184-226. 



■ 
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THE WRITER AND HIS WORKS. 

In Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine of 1845 1 thcre is an 
excerpt in English translation from an unnamcd German 
writer under the title "German- American Romances." The 
translator, although he withholds his name, is undoubtedly 
Frederick Hardman. 2 In an introduetory paragraph he ex- 
presses his views on German narrative literature of his day 
in these words: "The most obvious defect of the German 
schoo 1 of romance is the universal tendency, and the conse- 
quent absence of the characteristic and the true in their de- 
scriptions both of human and of external nature . . . Shut up 
in their studies with no companions but their books and their 
meerschaums, and viewing the external world through the 
Joophole of retreat, often anxious too, to advance and illus- 
trate some pet theory of their own, their writings smell horrib- 
ly of the lamps, and are long-winded, tedious and unnatural. 
. . . However, a new and radiant star has arisen in the cloudy 
firmament of German netion — a novel writer, whose works ex- 
hibit a striking example of entire exemption from the defects 
so evident in the great majority of his brethren. This is a 
nameless personage, known among German reviewers as Der 
Unbekannte, or the Unknown, and who has broken ground 
that no German writer had hitherto ventured upon." 

In fact, like Walter Scott, this novelist was for a long 
time spoken of only as the "Great Unknown," until, in 1845, 
he published his Collected Works under the name of Charles 
Sealsheld. But even then the reading public knew little more, 
until shortly after his death, in 1864, he was identihed with a 
f ugitive German-Moravian monk, who had long been forgotten. 
Although his last will was also signed with his nom de plume, 
it gave a clue insofar as it bequeathed the bulk of his earthly 
possessions to the family of one Anton Postl, resident of Pop- 
pitz, Moravia, with the special clause that in case one of his 

1 B. E. M., v. LVII, pp. 251-258. 

2 Frederick Hardman (1814-1874) was an English novelist and 
Journalist, who wrote much for Blackwood's and for the Times. 
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children were dead, "or otherwise lost sight of," his share 
should be divided amongst those surviving. This provision 
naturally led to the discovery of the real name of the queer 
testator. And when the brother of the deceased arrived at 
Solothurn, Switzerland, where the author had died, there could 
no longer be any doubt as to the surmised identity, so close 
was the resemblance. 

Karl Anton Postl was born March 3, 1793, as the first son 
of a well-to-do German-Moravian f armer and wine-grower. 
In accordance with the wishes of his mother, a devout Catholic, 
the boy was destined to the service of the chnrch. After 
finishing the Untergymnasium at Znaim, he proceeded to 
Prague, where he was matriculated in the College conducted 
by the Knights of the Cross, a religious order whose head 
master resided in the Kreuzherrenstift. Five years later, in 
1813, he entered the cloister as a novice. Having been ordained 
a priest the following year, he was, because of his unusual 
talents, named adjunct-secretary in 1815, and füll secretary 
after but one year of service. 

The gloomy cloister buildings could have little attraction 
for a cultured, liberal minded young man, conversant in sever- 
al languages. Hence, the discontented ecclesiastic, although 
he had formed many social connections in and about the Bo- 
hemian capital, some, in fact, with Austria's feudal aristocracy, 
was most unhappy. He longed for a life where he might 
satisfy his glowing ambitions. An opportunity soon offered 
itself. In 1823 Postl accompanied an ailing brother to Karls- 
bad, whence he left without permission of his superiors for 
Vienna. Here he made an attempt to obtain the position of a 
private secretary in the service of the government. Although 
recommended to Count Saurau by patrons in Prague, he made 
an unfavorable impression upon the omcial, and failed on that 
account. Seeing his plans thus frustrated, he found himself 
in a most embarrassing position. One thing, however, was 
certain: he could not return into the confines of the Kreuz- 
herrenstift. After long and painful inner struggles he decided 
to flee to Switzerland, unmindful of the pursuit by the police, 
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which was carried on with great energy as the police records 
of Prague and Vicnna show. He travelled through Switzer- 
land and France, and finally embarked at Havre for the United 
States. Here he hoped to find the Hberty which he knew did 
not obtain in Europe, where the crafty and powerful Metter- 
nich mied with a rod of iron, not only over Austria, but over 
the neighboring states as well. 

The fugitive monk had disappeared so completely that 
even his immediate faraily lost all trace of him. In the early 
thirties, however, there appeared several anonymous novels 
which startled both readers and critics ; these stories were so 
new, so original, so altogether different from what the public 
had been accustomed to read, that their author was called 
"The Great Unknown." He preserved his anonymity also in 
his subsequent and equally successful novels and sketches, until 
in 1845, he published the first edition of his Collected Works 
under the name of Charles Sealsfield. This name furnished, 
of course, no clue to the author's identity. He had been care- 
ful, moreover, to omit from his writings anything that could be 
interpreted as a reference to his personality, nor was it possible 
to determine from internal evidence whether he was of German 
or American origin. As a matter of fact, many contemporary 
critics believed him to be an American born of German 
parents.* 

Why Sealsfield was so careful to conceal his true name 
will perhaps never be satisfactorily answered. Whether it was 
duc to a morbid fear of retributive justice, or to his secretive 
and slightly eccentric nature, is difficult to decide, in view of 
the fact that in his works he appears as a fearless champion 
of truth. 

Postl seems to have landed in New Orleans in the fall of 
1823. After a short stay there, he travelled about in the south- 
ern states, including the Mexican province of Texas, and in all 
probability, Mexico proper. He then journeyed through Ken- 
tucky, Ohio, and Pennsylvania to New York and New Eng- 

* Taillandicr, L,e Romancier de la Dimocratie Afniriadne. 
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land, returning to thc Southwest again in 1824. The return 
trip lasted about one year. Düring this time he studied the 
American people and its various racial constituents with the 
penetrating eye of the historian and the ethnographer. The 
result of these studies was a descriptive work, published in 
1827 by the celebrated firm of J. G. Cotta, whose head was at 
that time Johann Friedrich Cotta, a promoter of liberal ideas* 
and the enthusiastic supporter of "Young Germany." ( Seals- 
neid contributed later to the Morgenblatt, edited by this firm.) 
The book appeared under the name of C. Sidons, Bürger der 
Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika, and bears the title Die 
Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika nach ihren politischen, 
religiösen und gesellschaftlichen Verhältnissen betrachtet. The 
fuliowing year an English translation of this work was pub- 
lished in two separate volumes and in the guise of different 
titles. The first of these volumes was a partial, rather free 
translation and to a certain extcnt a revision of the first part of 
the original, and appeared anonymously under the title The 
United States of North America as They Are, R. Marshall of 
London being the publisher. The second volume, for the most 
part a translation of the remainder of the German original, 
bears the title The Americans as They Are, Described in a 
Tour Through the Valley of the Mississippi, By the author of 
Austrio, as it is. It was published by Hurst, Chance and Co., 
also of London. 6 

Both books are discussed in the North American Review 
of 1828. The fact that Sealsfield strongly attacked John 
Quincy Adams and did not conceal his admiration for Andrew 
Jackson in the first volume, may aecount for the contemptuous 
treatment by the reviewer, who summed up his opinion thus : 
"Its character may be given in the word 'vile trash'." The 
second volume, however, was very highly spoken of. The 
critic remarks: "We have not seen a more correct view of 

4 Proelss, Johannes, Das junge Deutschland, chapter II, „Johann 
Friedrich Cotta und Börne." 

B Heller, Otto, Bibliographicol Notes on Charles Sealsfield. Modern 
Language Review, v. III, pp. 360-362. 
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'western people' and also of Mississippi and Louisiana, than 
is hcrc presented." 

Sealsfield's stay in Europc lasted approximatdy two years. 
His letters to Cotta show that he was delayed chiefly by his 
lack of funds. It was then, in a moment of nnancial embarrass- 
ment and utter despair, that he wrote to Prince Metter- 
nich asking for a position in the Austrian secret Service, a step 
which must be regretted as unworthy of a man of his sub- 
sequent literary eminence. Deeply chagrined by the refusal of 
his request, he took pains now to avenge himself by a denounce- 
ment of Metternich 's policy in the shape of a book entitled 
Austritt as it is, or Sketches of Continental Courts, by an Bye- 
Witness. (London, Hurst, Chance & Co., 1828.) The sale 
of this book was forbidden by the German and Austrian author- 
ities, 6 but finally came to light again in 1834, under the title 
Seufzer aus Oesterreich und seinen Provinzen 1 , which was a 
translation f rom the mutilated French version, L'Autriche teile 
quelle est* 

In June, 1827, Sealsfield returned to America. After a 
short stay at Philadelphia he retired to Kittanning, Pennsylr 
vania, where he composed his first novel, Tokeah, or the White 
Rose, Philadelphia, 1829. Although the tale showed the defects 
of the literary apprentice who takes up a favored theme such 
as the Indian story was at the time, it attained considerable 
popularity. There are extant at least four English and six 
German editions or versions. Some of the latter are based on 
the author's later revision of the work, and have been printed 
in the form of juvenile fiction until quite recently.* The 
author's revision of the novel just mentioned appeared in 1833 
under the title Der Legitime und die Republikaner. Eine Ge- 

• For attempts toward suppression, see Weiss, August, Allgemeine 
Zeitung, Beilage No. 270 (November 22, 1895). 

T It is interesting to note that recently the original was translated 
into German, Oesterreich wie es ist, oder Skizaen von Fürstenhöfen 
des Kontinents. Wien, 1919. 

8 Cf. Arnold, Robert F. Zur Bibliographie Charles Seals fields, 
Studien sur vergleichenden Literaturgeschichte, 1901, v. I, pp. 228-233. 
•Heller, Bibliographical Notes, pp. 362-363. 
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schichte aus dem letzten amerikanisch-englischen Kriege. Com- 
paring it with the original version we notice how the author 
has tried to reniedy the defects of the earlier story. The trite 
lndian tale has grown into an ethnographic and historical 
picture of remarkable dimensions, foreshadowing the master- 
ful art which we admire in Sealsneld's later works. While 
Chateaubriand depicts the Indians as the sons of undefiled, 
ideal nature and causes the reader to look with envy and yearn- 
ing upon the primitive simplicity of their life, while Cooper 
has us lament the pathetic fate of his Mohicans, Sealsfield, no 
less a sympathizer with this unfortunate race, doomed to 
gradual extinetion, nevertheless convinces the reader that a 
nomad and huntsman must of necessity make room for the 
more enlightened settler and commonwealth-builder. 10 The 
author has sueeeeded in making us spectators of a drama of 
race struggles, out of which rises the civilization of a new 
human world — a drama of history in which the destiny of the 
red man is only a pathetic episode. 

Late in 1828 Sealsfield made another trip to the South- 
west and to Mexico, and probably bought and worked a plan- 
tation with the moderate fortune he had accumulated. He was, 
however, unsuccessful in this undertaking, and quickly lost his 
investment In 1830 he left for Europe, and from 1832 on he 
Hved in Switzerland, except for several trips to the land of his 
adoption, whither he was called by business interests. About 
1858 he bought a small estate near Solothurn, Switzerland, 
where he lived a very retired life until his death, May 26, 
1864.» 

10 Cf. Schmidt, Julian, Geschichte der deutschen Literatur, v. II, 
p. 272. 

11 Hamburger, Victor, Sealsßeld-Postt, p. 36, says : " 'Nichts Neues 
von drüben f, were his last audible words.* Thus died the man, whose 
cradle stood in the piain farmhouse on the rushing Thaya, who deserted 
the Service of God, over whose head flaraed the Cross of the South, 
who stayed in the wigwams of redstrins and in the palace of princes, 
whose name is mentioned among the best, who unrecognized every- 
where, a wandering riddle, found an eternal resting place in the valley 
of the Aar River on the slopes of the Jura mountains." 

* These words are made the theme of a poem by Caspar Butz, 
Gedichte eines Deutsch-Amerikaners. Chicago, 1879, pp. 117-118 
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The litcrary activity which madc Charles Sealsfield fam- 
ous as the Great Unknown, falls between the years 1834 and 
1843. All of his works except Der Virey und die Aristokraten 
and Süden und Norden deal with the American people. In 
Virey (1834) the author lays bare the social and political 
causes of Mexico's struggle against the Spanish yoke in 1812, 
and in Süden und Norden (1842-43) he portrays the Hfe of 
the young Mexican republic in its various aspects. Again we 
admire his handling of race problems, his weird fancy and the 
remarkable realism and gorgeous coloring of his descriptions 
of natural sceneries. 

The novels which treat of American themes exclusively 
appeared in rapid succession between the years 1834 and 1841. 
Most of these works were published at first under various col- 
lective titles, which, however, were partly dropped in the 
author's Collected Works." They will, therefore, be quoted 
here under their individual titles: Morton, oder die grosse 
Tour; George Howards Esq. Brautfahrt; Ralph Doughbys 
Esq. Brautfahrt; Pflanzerleben (including Die Farbigen"); 
Nathan, der Squatter- Regulator; Das Kajütenbuch, oder Na- 
tionale Charakteristiken. Morton, of which part one is laid in 
the United States, part two in England, where Morton was 
sent as emissary of Stephen Girard, depicts the uncanny power 
of money concentrated in the hands of a few, which at that 
time began to assume a dominant influence in society and 
politics. 14 That Sealsfield, with the divination of the prophet, 
foresaw the danger and conflicts concomitant with the growth 
of modern capitalism in this country, as well as in Europe, is 

12 There are two editions of Gesammelte Werke, one in 18 vols., 
8mo., 1844-1846, and one in 15 vols., 12mo., 1845-1849. both published by 
J. B. Metzler, Stuttgart. They lack, however, his political-descriptive 
works, Christopherus Bärenhäuter, (a ludicrous sketch appended to the 
editio prineeps of George Howard), Die Wahlverwandtschaften, and the 
12mo. edhion lacks also Süden und Norden. Since the 12mo. editton 
has had the larger circulation, it was uscd in this study. 

18 Die Farbigen being a vital part of Pflanzerleben will not be con- 
sidered under the subheading, but as belonging to Pflanzerleben, pt. II 
(pp. 163-384.) 

14 Thomson, G. W., Sources of Morton, claims that Sealsfield drew 
mostly upon personal Observation. 
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evident f rom the following passage in the preface to the novel : 
" What will be the outcome of the great conflict of principles, 
or rather interests, which is now being waged with so much 
obstinaey, is a question, the answer to which does not bdong 
to the realm of polite literature; but inasmuch as the latter 
represents social life in all its shades and thus becomes an agent 
in the formation of this life, it is its business indeed to consider 
the peculiar nature of this new power (of money) which seems 
to be destined to play so great a role in the Coming revolution." 

The five novels following next upon Morton form a cycle 
revolving around the life in the southwestem states. Here the 
author found the various racial elements in closcr juxtaposition 
than anywhere eise in the Union. The Creole planter and the 
Acadian huntsman met in this region with the energetic 
pioneer, who through dogged perseverance and untold priva- 
tions, conquered the wilderness. Here the enlightened Amer- 
ican strove to show his Creole neighbor how to alleviate the 
evils of slavery. In this section of the frontier the Yankee 
peddler was encountered cheating and "stuffing" the gullible 
backwoodsman. Moreover, since all these stories take place in 
1828, the year when two new political parties struggled for pre- 
dominance, and the most extensive electioneering machinery 
was introduced, — since all these events occurred upon a soil 
where the descendants of French aristoerats championed their 
monarchical ideas against the staunch adherents of the 
"peoples* candidate," the author finds occasion to dwell upon 
the subject of national and civic institutions, the love of which 
he considers the all-embracing tie uniting and amalgamating 
the polyglot population. 

It is generally agreed that Das Kajütenbuch is the author's 
masterpiece. In the first part, bearing the special title Die 
Prairie am Jacinto, and containing some of Sealsfield's finest 
descriptions of nature, he depicts frontier life in the Mexican 
province of Texas, especially that of the desperado type so 
common at the boundaries of civilization. In the second part 
the hero, a criminal saved from the gallows, fights in the 
battles of independence against Mexico. The story then takes 
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us into South American countries, and acquaints us with the 
struggles of their inhabitants against Spanish supremaey. 

In the novel Die deutsch-amerikanischen Wahlverwandt- 
schaften Sealsneid relinquished for a time his preference for 
the frontier in order to give his attention to another phase in 
the development of the process of American civilization, a 
process which in the title he designated as "the elective affin- 
ity." This technical term borrowed from chemistry, which 
Goethe had used as a symbol in his Die Wahlverwandschaften, 
to describe with marvelous art the secret, inexplicable attrac- 
tion of sex and character, is applied by Sealsfield to the inter- 
relations of the ethnic elements in America, of which the Amer- 
ican and German are to him the most conspieuous. The char- 
acters which symbolize the process of blending and amalgam- 
ating of the two civilizations are chosen from the sphere of 
so-called refined society, which affords the author the oppor- 
tunity of depicting types and environments quite different from 
those of the frontier regions. If anywhere, the author gives 
in this novel, some of his most cherished thoughts and personal 
experiences. The racial unity of the typical American and 
German, who were then the predominant ethnic elements of 
this country, was to him a fact of the greatest significance, a 
fact upon which he based his frequently expressed hope of a 
retroaction of American freedom upon the political conditions 
of Germany. 

The attempts to ränge Sealsfield's novels under aeeepted 
literary categories and to assign to them their proper place in 
the history of modern fiction have, from the time of their first 
appearance, been many and varied. In turn they have been 
classined as novels of travel and of adventure," or as exotic," 
historical 17 and ethnographic 1 ' fiction. While some of these 

« Cf . Salzer, Geschichte der deutschen Literatur, p. 1770. 

»•Gottschall, Unsere Zeit, 1865, ser. III, v. I, p. 241. Narionailitero- 
lur, 7th ed., v. IV., p. 510.— Kummer, Deutsche Literaturgeschichte, p. 
284. — Robertson, History of German Literature, p. 579. 

17 Cf. Literaturblatt, 1836, where Morton, George Howard and 
Virey are reviewed under the heading "Historische Romane" — Laube, 
Moderne Charakteristiken, v. II, pp. 250-251— Heller. Charles Sealsfietd 
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designations may apply to certain features of the stories, none 
of them taken alone, is expressive of their essential character. 

In a highly interesting and suggestive preface to the 
Lebensbilder aus beiden Hemisphären (1835), now printed as 
a preface to Morton, as well as in his short autobiographical 
sketch written for Brockhaus ' Conversationslexicon in 1854, the 
author himself denned with excellent historical insight and 
critical judgment, his position in regard to his predecessors and 
contemporaries, and at the same time stated what may he 
called his theory of the novel, as well as the end to which he 
aspired in his romances. 

Novel writing, he says, was previous to Walter Scott, an 
occupation that met with little esteem. Only a few persons 
distinguished by genius, philosophical preparation and political 
or social position, had condescended to cultivate this branch of 
literature. Among these men he mentions Goethe as the fore- 
most of German novelists. Whilc he recognizes the beauties 
in Wilhelm Meistens Lehrjahre, he is also aware of its defects, 
which, in his opinion, consist in the absence of the truly ethical 
and patriotic elements. It is interesting to note that Sealsfield's 
triticism of Goethe's alleged egotism, his aristoeratie attitude, 
his lack of patriotism, and his moral latitudinarianism, agrees 
in many respects with the views of "Young Germany" and 
especially with those of Wolfgang Menzel. 

In view of the fact that some of the critics of his first 
novels had pointed to Chateaubriand and Cooper as his models, 
Sealsfield cleverly refutes the insinuation of being one of their 
imitators by introducing a few well chosen, and at the same 
time trenchant critical remarks on his supposed models. Refer- 
ring to Chateaubriand's famous Indian story Atala (1801), 

(Washington University Bulletin), v. VI, p. 34, "Historical Novel of 
the Prcsent." 

18 Cf. Literarische Zeitung, 1846, col. 430 — Bartels, Geschichte der 
deutschen Literatur, v. II, p. 279, "tnaster of the transatlantic, exotic, 
ethnographic novel."— Biese, Deutsche Literaturgeschichte, v. III, p. 114 
— Koenig, Deutsche Literaturgeschichte , v. II, p. 413 — Kurz, Geschichte 
der deutschen Literatur, v. IV, p. 691 — Satzer. Geschichte der deutschen 
Literatur, p. 1770-Scherr, Weltliteratur, v. II, p. 299. 
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and especially to his Natchez (1826), he says: 19 "I confcss that 
my former opinion of Chateaubriand was not a very favorable 
one. The extraordinary exaggerations of which he makes hira- 
self guilty at the expense of veracity at every opportunity, as 
for example, in his Natchez, in which he gives inaccurate de- 
scriptions of Louisiana and of the principal river of the United 
States, are unjustifiable. To exaggerate thus seemed to me 
taking too great a license even in the case of a poet. More- 
over, his criticism of Shakespeare 20 and the spirit pervading 
his Martyrs convinced me that he had not grasped the spirit of 
his time, that he still belonged to the age of Madame de Main- 
tenon, to whom his Genie du Christianistn would have been a 
real comfort in her last days. As a man, however, he has in- 
finitely gained in my admiration by his firm attitude toward 
Charles X, by his chivalrous loyalty to this monarch after he 
had fallen, and by his bold defense of the rights of the royal 
grandson." 

Censuring James Fenimore Cooper and the lack of realism 
in his novels, he has the following to say: ""In the entire 
United States you will not find dolts who permit themselves 
to be pulled about like Leatherstocking, nor a Kentuckian who 
would stand before a captain with his cap in his hand, as is 
the case in The Prairie. The author, a Seaman, transferred 
naval diseipline to the mainland, and made a mistake in this. 
For the American of the mainland is a person altogether 
different from the American who is confined to the ship. I 
have the greatest respect for the sea novels of this excellent 
writer. That was his proper sphere, within it he was more 
than a mere imitator of Walter Scott, he was an original genius 
and he has been of the greatest service, for he has strengthened 
the seafaring spirit of the nation, and by choosing this course 
has demonstrated that the Americans are the first seafaring 
nation." 

i» Morton, pp. 13-14. 

80 Cf. Chateaubriand, Oeuvres Completrs, Saint Beuve edition, v. 
XI, pp. 576-580. 

»i Morton, p. 15. 
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Comparing Cooper with Walter Scott, he continues : ""Of 
his (Scott's) numerous Imitators the author of The Last of the 
Mohicans is probably the only one who was truly permeated 
with his calling as a writer. The nature which he describes 
is greater than that Walter Scott has pictured; his ocean 
scenes are unsurpassable, but as I said, he lacks the scientific 
and philosophical education, and unfortunately, he also imitates 
Walter Scott in the sin of writing too much." 

Among the remaining contemporary novelists he makes 
honorable mention of Bulwer-Lytton and of Victor Hugo, but 
his greatest tribute of praise and admiration he pays to Walter 
Scott." "I know of no writer," he says, "who is filled more 
deeply with the sacredness of his calling than is Walter Scott. 
. . . What self-esteem, what esteem for his country, pervades 
his work . . . 24 The true novel can thrive and flourish only upon 
a free soil, because upon the latter depend the free expression 
of opinion and the unrestricted representation of social and 
political conditions in all their relations and interrelations." 

It is in connection with his summary of Scott's work as 
the founder of the classic-historical novel that Sealsfield states 
the principles which guided him in his own literary endeavors. 
He says: "It was he (Walter Scott), who raised the novel to 
the high plane which it occupies now, who has given to the 
best and most enlightened of his country, as well as to the 
middle classes and the less educated a national reading book 
for their recreation and instruction, and thereby has relieved 
one of the most pressing wants of the time."" 

To follow the example which Scott set, not as an imitator, 
— for he thinks little of imitation— but as his compeer, is the 
aim which Sealsfield wishes to attain in his novels. ""I wish 
to contribute my part," he continues, "to give to the historical 
novel that higher significance by which it may influence more 

22 Morton, p. 17. 
»/Md., p. 11. 
**Ibid, p. 13. 
**lbid, p. 17. 
»ibid., p. 18. 
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effectually the culture of our time. . . "The goal at which I 
aim is the principle of enlightenment and of spiritual progress, 
and I shall remain true to it." He wishes to attain this, not by 
the portrayal of bygone ages and characters, but "by depicting 
facts, living persons of the present time according to the prin- 
ciple that public characters may be treated in public." 

Again he defines his conception of the historical novel as 
distinguished from that of Walter Scott in his autobiographical 
sketch as follows: "The author (Sealsfield) who, on his fre- 
quent journeys to the southwestern states of the Union, had 
becocne familiär with their development and their progress 
conceived the idea of representing this process of civilization 
in Sketches and pictures. Moreover, he had not failed to ob- 
serve that in a country with a widely distributed public press 
the traditional family novel or historical novel was out of place 
— that in a country having a highly developed public life a 
novel of similar character would be possible. The author 
therefore, entertaincd the idea to represent this public life 
not only in Sketches and pictures, but to represent them so 
that although only loosely connected they would form a whole 
which should bring the Republic of the United States before 
the eyes of the German people in the living image of the novel 
form."» 

The success of his novel Der Virey und die Aristokraten, 
which had been written as an illustration of his new conception 
of a national-historical novel, encouraged him to carry out his 

27 Morton, p. 19. 

»That later American historians have looked upon Sealsfield's 
novels as a source of history may be seen in the following passage of 
Henry T. Tuckerman, (America and her Commentators, p. 311) : "The 
intensity and freshness of their delineations excited much interest. They 
icemed to open a new and genuine view of romance in American life, 
or, rather, to make the infinite possibiiities thereof charmingly apparent. 
This was an experiment singularly adapted to a German, who, with 
every advamage of European education, in the freshness of life had 
emigrated to this country, and there worked and traveled, observed and 
reflected, and then, looking back from the ancient quietude of his an- 
cestral land, could dclineate, under the inspiration of contrast, all the 
wild and wonderful, the charactcristic and original phases and facts 
of his existence in Texas, Pennsylvania, or New York." 
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favorite idca of representing the United States in national or 
higher ethnic romances (Volksroman). Defining in detail what 
was in his mind he gives most valuable hints in regard to the 
new technique of the novel which he developed. "Whereas in 
the former family novel, the picaresque novel, or whatever 
it may be called, the hero of the story was the chief char- 
acter around whom the other characters revolved, the hero of 
the new novel is, if I am permitted to say so, the entire people ; 
their social, political and religious relations take the place 
which was formerly taken up by 'adventures' ; the past and 
future of the nation are used as the historical costume, love 
scenes and adventures are employed only occasionally as a 
foil, for the sake of contrast, interest and emphasis." This 
genre of the novel which the author chooses to call the national 
or higher ethnic novel, in order to distinguish it from the 
traditional populär romance, "has a many colored basis in 
history, of which it is destined to become an important second- 
ary source. Much is, of course, to be done yet in this field, but 
he feels justified in claiming to be the originator of this kind 
of novel, as he believes to have been the first who laid tiiis 
broad, historical, national and social foundation for it." 

That Sealsfield with this theory of the national-ethnic 
novel antieipated by at least fifteen years Karl Gutzkow's doc- 
trine of the Roman des Nebeneinander and of the social novel, 
was pointed out long ago by Professor Julius Goebel in his 
review of A. B. Faust's monograph. In the same review atten- 
tion was called to the fact that Wolfgang Menzel, the critical 
forerunner of Young Germany, had expressed views similar 
to those of Sealsfield several years before in his remarkable 
book Die deutsche Literatur, published in 1828. The resenv 
blance of ideas is indeed so striking that it cannot be explained 
as a fortuitous coincidence, and we are constrained to assume 
that Sealsfield was acquainted with Menzel's book. This is all 
the more probable in view of the fact that in 1828 he became not 
only a oontributor to the Morgenblatt, the literary Supplement 
of which was edited by Menzel, but also the business represen- 
tative of the book firm of Cotta at Philadelphia, to whom the 
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latest and best German publications were to be sent, axnong 
them the Morgenblatt. 39 VVhile it is most likely that Menzel's 
Deutsche Literatur, which was the literary Sensation of the day, 
was included in these shipments of books, there is, moreover, 
sufficient inner evidenoe to prove Sealsfield's indebtedness to 
the critical pathfinder. Finally a comparison between Tokeah, 
or the White Rose (1829), a sentimental Indian story in Coop- 
er's style, with Der Legitime und die Republikaner (1833) 
shows a change in the author's conception of the novel which 
can be explained only by his acquaintance with Menzel's book 
made in the interval between 1829 and 1833. 

Discussing the origin and influence of modern Roman- 
ticism, the chief characteristic of which he sees in the marvel- 
ous as opposed to classical intellectualism, Menzel says: 
ao "There is finally a fifth kind of the Romantic which promises 
more and more to become the most important and effectual. 
In many respects we may consider Herder its real founder. 
It seeks the romantic marvel in the sphere of nationality, in the 
particular nature, ways, and manners of peoples. Its principal 
champion at present is Walter Scott. He has the undeniable 
merit of being the founder of the historical novel, as a char- 
acteristic species of fiction, and his extraordinary popularity 
is due to the fact that he understood the general trend of his 
time, which manifested itself in a wide-spread interest in the 
peculiar physiognomy of various nations, their differences and 
characteristics." The innermost notion of the historical novel 
created by Walter Scott differs essentially from similar previ- 
ous attempts. The latter hitherto placed single distinguished 
men or families in the foreground, assigning to the nation from 
which the hero sprang the röle of a supernumerary. The new 
method, however, describes in place of single heroes whole 
nations, instead of single characters the physiognomy, the cus- 
toms, and characteristics of entire countries and times, instead 

*» See the highly interesting draf t of the business contract in A. B. 
Faust's monograph, Der Dichter beider Hemisphären, p. 178 ff., contaio- 
ing a remarkable list of books for which Sealsneid ex pect ed to find a 
market in America. 

»Die deutsch« Literatur, v. II, p. 97 ff. 
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of single dccds the life-development of whole generations." 
This kind of poetry may, therefore, also be called democratic 
in character. "From time immemorial," continues Menzel, 
"man has been the subject of poetry, and from this principle 
the new novel cannot deviate. However, it sees in man a mem- 
ber of human kind rather than an individuality. The hero of 
the historical novel, therefore, is no longcr a single man but 
the people."^ 

As Menzel was one of the first German critics in the early 
part of the nineteenth Century to espouse the cause of a closer 
union of life and literature, we are not surprised to find that 
Sealsfield followed Menzel's Suggestion also with regard to his 
advocacy of realism. "Out of a single hero," says Menzel, 
"the poet can make what he pleases, but a people he must take 
as it really is. There is nothing left to him but to recognize 
the poetic dement in reality." 32 And in conformity with Men- 

>» Compare also the following passage, p. 171 : "From the entire 
bulk of the distant and bygone the poct selects bright coherent pictures, 
and prescnts them to our cycs in a pleasing frame. We are looking 
into the stränge prescnt, into a different world, in which, however, 
everything is so natural, as if it wcre still living, and this is the epic 
dement of the historical novel. Finally Üic poet brings several nations 
into close contact, and chooscs moments of history, in which they really 
becamc cngaged in a vital conflict." 

82 It is intcrcsting to note that Sealsfield at the closc of his career 
attributed the success of his novels dücfly to their realistic qualities. 
Kertbcny, an Hungarian writer, who saw much of him during his last 
years and carefully marked down everything worthy of note, reports 
the following conversation : "When one day I turned the conversation 
to the novel and the röle it plays in modern life, Sealsfield remarked: 
'In France and Germany where the novel is only a means of exciting 
the Imagination, and offers only entertainment, and at the most, brilliant 
discussions of inner problems, one has no idca how important a röle 
the novel plays in the ävilization of England and America. There all 
questions of daily and social life are ventilated in this form, and the 
masses who read Journals and novels almost exclusively, obtain their 
cducational nourishment almost entirely from these two sourecs. A 
good deal, therefore, of the surprisc and fascination which my novels 
created is not due as much to my individual endowments, as to the 
vantage ground of having becn the first to introduce this genre into 
German literature, and to maintain this ground so unconcernedly as 
though Germany had long been accustomed to it. This genre is called 
Reality, an artistic interest in which is created and increased by the in- 
troduetion of profound psychological problems'." — Cf. Meister, Oskar, 
Erinnerungen, p. 18, who speaks of the psychology in his works, and 
(p. 23) calls him the hochgefeierte Völker Psychologe. 



Digitized by Google 



■ 



$eutf4<«meriJanif4e@ef4tc$t*f>tättet 

zel's view Sealsfield says in the introduction to Morton: "Ac- 
cording to my opinion the nature of the subject which we treat 
must determine the form and manner of treatment : the rep- 
resentation must be in conformity with nature, in short it 
must be as realistic as possible." That Sealsfield was hailed 
as a champion of 'realism/ which the group of Young Ger- 
many had made their watchword, by contemporary writers may 
be seen from a review in the Literarische Zeitung of August 
30, 1837, entitled Der neue Unbekannte who "lately has been 
called an Englishman of the r.ame of Scatsfield (sie!)." The 
reviewer, who is proud of the fact that the Anglo-American 
Sealsfield has chosen the German language as his vehicle of 
expression, calls his produetions the most national that have 
appeared of late, and continues : "What characterizes the 'New 
Unknown' is his strict adherence to the present, to life and 
reality, and with this he has attained the most marvelous effect; 
he has contrasted the purely imaginative novel with the novel 
of reality. The domain of fiction has thereby been enriched 
in the same way as the drama was once advanced by Shake- 
speare; it has become the expression of the füllest and most 
intense life and of the richest individuality. For his endeavor 
to represent reality the author could not have found a more 
favorable field than is presented by America, the country of 
history in the making." 

In a similar way a critic in the Hallische Jahrbücher of 
February 18, 1842, says of the author of the Lebensbilder aus 
beiden Hemisphären: "He displays a vividness of coneeption 
and a power of realistic representation which dazzle the Ger- 
man reader." 

At the same time the defects of a bold realism such as 
Sealsfield cultivated were not overlooked by the critics. Thus 
a reviewer in the Literarische Zeitung of January 2, 1847, has 
the following to say: "The truthfulness and boldness which 
are peculiar to him and from which result the merits of his 
produetions are, however, also the cause of their faults. By 
depicting life as it is he frequently gives us pictures of rüde, 
uncouth and wild scenes without the necessary poetic mitiga- 
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tion. In general he inclines to flaring and exaggerated color- 
ation in his writings. Of course, he aims at reality even in 
those parts of his writings in which he exaggerates, but he 
looks at reality through a glass as it were, through which 
everything appears more glaring and the picture becomes a 
sort of caricature. It is evident, moreover, that he frequently, 
not unlike E. T. A. Hoffmann, endeavors to obtain an uncanny 
effect." 

Finally, the last part of Treitschke's short discussion of 
Sealsfield in his history of the 19th Century may be quoted as 
a fair estimate of our author's position in the development of 
modern realism in German literature : ""His novels Die Legi- 
timisten (Der Legitime) and Der Virey led our poetry for the 
first time into the far west, into the national wars and race 
struggles, in which so many Germans have participated. In 
the marvelous splendor of the landscape which he describes, 
in the energy of his character painting, he surpassed Cooper by 
far, but in all his writings there was a feverish restlessness at 
work, to which the masses of his readers preferred even the 
verboseness of Cooper. In such unschooled, vigorous talents 
ihe spirit of an epoch can best be seen, Sealsfield's writings 
proved how irresistibly the time pressed on toward realism." 

Although Sealsfield in many respects agreed and sym- 
pathized with the political, social and esthetic ideals of Young 
Germany, it would be a mistake to rank him with this con- 
temporary group of writers, nearly all of whom he excelled 
in creative power as well as in the knowledge and experience 
of the world. After he had read Gutzkow's famous novel Die 
Ritter vom Geist, he wrote to a f riend : ""One can easily see 
that Gutzkow lives among women and literary men and not in 
the world. . . . "Gutzkow is one of the shallowest writers 
known to me, who has nothing true about him except his shal- 
lowness. At the same time there is a display of learning in 

*» Trtitschke, H. v., Deutsche Geschichte im neunsehnten Jahr- 
hundert, pt IV, p. 451. 

" Faust, Der Dichter beider Hemisphären, p. 264. 
w Ibid, p. 265. 
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his stories which must enchant thc Germans, who are always 
given to this hobby. Indeed, there is little hope for poor Ger- 
many if one is permitted to infer from its literature and its 
writers to thc people itself, for among all other nations litera- 
ture is one of the mainsprings of national character and nation- 
al consciousness." It was probably on aecount of Heine's lack 
of national pride and consciousness that Sealsfield refused to 
make his asquaintance while on a visit to Paris. He con- 
sidered Heine "a writer of a conscience moraüy too corrupt 
to make it possible for a man of principle to have intercourse 
with him." 36 

At the same time Sealsfield fully recognized the pro- 
gressive tendency of the young German writers, as is shown 
by a signincant passage in Deutsch-amerikanische Wahlver- 
wandtschaften. He ridicules the fine wits "who continually 
entertain us with their same old trifles, and if possible, would 
like to take us back to the good old times of Ramler, Uz and 
Gleim. This the nation does not want and it is for this reason 
that in our day the people do not take any interest in literature 
and in the lot of the writers . . . A new period of develop- 
ment, however, is dawning in our entire social life as well as 
in literature. The young men called Young Germany have 
begun this new period of development, or rather are its pre- 
cursors. Feeling that the old roads no longer can be travelled 
they have taken a new course. To be sure they have gone 
astray, but they awakened the consciousness of the nation, if 
I may say so, and for this they have been treated too harshly 
(by the government) . . . This, however, was probably caused 
by the fact that these young men assumed a revolutionary air. 
But it was all mere air; to talk of their 'republicanism' or 
their attempted 'revolution' is folly. On the other hand there 
is no doubt that they antieipated a new era of national develop- 
ment and are working for its realization. 

"It was a period such as the present that once produced a 
Shakespeare. In the same way the present period of transi- 

**Ibid, p. 78.— Cf. Faust, Seals/Ulfs Place in Literature, Amtricona 
Germanica, v. I, No. 1, p. 7. 
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tion will transform thc life of book-worms and pedants, in 
fact our whole inner life into real life and repopulate our Par- 
nassus which has been deserted since Goethe's death. Just let 
these young and strong minds become free and active and take 
hold of life as Shakespeare did, and you will soon hear that 
we Germans are able to accomplish things as great as the Eng- 
lish and any other nation has accomplished." 

Sealsneid was a writer of too pronounced a personality 
and too independent a character to join hands with a literary 
coterie given in a large measure to useless theorizing such as 
was Young Germany. In view of his friendly attitude toward 
the movement which they represented, it is, however, of the 
greatest interest to notice their opinions of his work as a novel- 
ist which in many respects seemed to embody some of their 
political and esthetic doctrines. That Sealsneid was not claimed 
directly by Young Germany as one of their associates is due 
chiefly to the fact that they were not aware of his nationality. 

As early as 1835 Heinrich Laube in his Moderne Charak- 
teristiken has a short chapter on Sealsneid under the title "Der 
neue Unbekannte," whom he, like the rest of the group, con- 
sidered a countryman of Cooper and not a German. Of Seals- 
field's novels there had appeared up to that time only Der 
Legitime und die Republikaner, Der Virey und die Aristokra- 
ten, and Transatlanische Reise skizzen (George Howard), and 
upon these Laube based his criticism. He commends the "un- 
known" author upon his happy choice of a populär subject, 
i. e., of America, which (doubtless on account of the large 
emigration) "is perused by our statesmen and our story writers 
like a grammar. He believes that the new American author 
compares very favorably with Washington Irving and Cooper, 
and in fact, surpasses the latter in variety and fertility of mind. 
He Claims, moreover, that the "New Unknown" satisfies the 
demands of the German reader who, having become tired of 
the various offshoots of Romanticism "now finds the magic 
of novelty in the connection of history with reality." 

Theodor Mündt, another member of the Young German 
group, places Sealsfield above Cooper and Irving, and calls 

34 
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him ,T "the great national character painter of his country," 
who "in everything he writes, proves to be of an cxhaustivc 
thoroughness, which in itself is just as imposing as the subject 
which he treats is immense. In the description of American 
landscapes and their prodigious Vegetation, and of the poetry 
of the wilderness, all of which he knows how to conjure up be- 
fore us in their details as well as in their overwhelming vast- 
ness, he has attained the high est perfection by the simples t 
means of coloring. Equally admirable is the psychological in- 
sight with which he views the combination of the national and 
the human elements in the individuality of his characters."** 

While it may seem stränge that Ludolf Wienbarg, the 
foremost critic of the Young German group, does not even 
mention Sealsneid in his writings, it must be remembered that 
he paid little attention to the theory of the novel and, more- 
over, had a strong aversion to Walter Scott and especially to 
his numberless imitators, among whom he may have counted 
the German- American author. 

It is, however, of special interest and significance to note 
that it was Wolfgang Menzel who in his Literaturblatt* 0 first 
recognized the lasting qualities in Sealsneld's realistic art, and 
predicted for his novels a permanent place in German litera- 
ture. He says : "The name of the author of these spirited de- 
scriptions ( Lebensbilder aus beiden Hemisphären and Nathan) 
is still unknown. We must, however, say in his praise that his 
latest works are still more attractive than his first, and that 
he excels both Cooper and Washington Irving if not in trath- 
fulness of delineation, then certainly in delicaey and warmth 
of coloring. If we are not totally mistaken these transatlantic 
pictures will not be forgotten like so many ephemeral produc- 
tions, but will maintain an honorable place among the books 
that live forever. . . . The author has indeed the rare gift of 

« Allgemeine Literaturgeschichte, 1848, v. III, pp. 387-388. 

M Of the same content» is a characterizatton in his Geschichte der 
Literatur der Gegenwort, 1853, pp. 738-739. 

» Schweizer, Victor, Ludolf Nienborg, p. 148 ff. 

«o February 14, 1838. 
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äff Ording us the illusion of absolute reality and to snatch from 
nature those intimate details which force the imagination to 
give itself over entirely to the object described. . . Every one 
of his pictures breathes life, truth, nature!" 

The best contemporary appreciation of the significance of 
Sealsfield's work was furnished by Alexander Jung, a dis- 
tinguished critic and enthusiastic champion of the modern 
spirit of German literature, in a course of three remarkable 
lectures, published under the title of Vorlesungen über die Mo- 
derne Literatur der Deutschen, 1842. He defines the modern 
spirit, whose history he traces in German literature since 
Goethe, as the spirit of individual, political, and social freedom, 
the spirit of true democracy, which to him includes th« social 
element. The chief exponents of this spirit he sees in Schleier- 
macher and especially in Hegel, of whose philosophy he is an 
enthusiastic disciple. Of all the modern poets and writer* 
who are representatives of this spirit, none has embodied it in 
its most perfected form and all-embracing breadth and depth 
as has Sealsfield, whose works should, therefore, be called 
world epics. "In this novelist," he says, at the close of his 
last lecture, "the modern spirit has thus far undoubtedly found 
its most objective and greatest development and personifica- 
tion, a personification that Stands above parties as well as na- 
tions." Not knowing who the great Unknown is, Jung ven- 
tures the conjecture that he belongs to that nation (the Ger- 
man) which "has in an ideal manner absorbed the spirit of all 
peoples, in order to comprehend this spirit philosophically and 
then to reflect it artistically." "However that may be," he 
continues, "we are amazed at Sealsfield's omniscience as we 
are amazed at Shakespeare's infinite knowledge. Whatever 
he pictures to us, he presents in such a way that we perceive 
it in every tibre of life, no matter whether ugly, despicable, and 
terrible, or whether graceful, lovely and charming; no matter 
whether nature or man, or earth, ocean and heaven ; whether 
backwood&men, fashionables of New York, or a highly edu- 
cated Prussian, with a little, just a little, comical by-taste of 
provinciality. Since our poet, liberal, educated, and intelligent 
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as hc is, knows how to present people in thc most natural and, 
therefore, most truc relation, and since he narrates all this in 
such choice and new, as well as simple and most flexible lang- 
uage, we extol in him at the same time the principal character- 
istics of modern thought and Hfe — liberty and free social 
existence, elegance and popularity in their most intimate 
union." 41 

Finally the critical estimate of Arnold Rüge, a political 
writer, literary critic, and adherent of the younger Hegeltan 
school of philosophy, deserves to be mentioned. It is contained 
in his Sämtliche Werke (2nd ed., 1847), and attempts a 
characterization of Sealsfield as portrayed in his Cobin-Book. 
Rüge sees in the author's treatment of the transatlantic world 
his true greatness. He wishes that the "good sense and brave 
political spirit, the honor and the pride of this wonderful 
republican people" might be transplanted to Germany (v. III. 
p. 309.) 

It is above all the presence of the modern spirit and of 
the extraordinary realistic power revealed in Sealsfield's writ- 
ings which the critical opinions just cited bring out in strong 
relief, explaining at the same time the amazement and the 
enthusiasm with which these writings were received by the gen- 
eral public. Appearing at a time of widespread political and 
social unrest, the period of Weltschmers, a time weary, more- 
over, of the dream-world of romanticism, and craving for actu- 
ality, activity and liberty, the productions of the New Un- 
known came like a message from a land where all the hopcs 
and desires of the German people seemed to have found ful- 
fillment. In the new world which this mysterious nameless 
author painted with such glowing colors there existed life, 
active, pulsating life — here, indeed, was a nation that had been 
successful in its struggle for freedom, that had created its own 
institutions and laws, and under the banner of liberty was liv- 
ing in happiness and plenty. No wonder that Sealsfield's novels 

41 The whole criticism is translated in Tailandier's Le Romancier de 
la demoeratic amtricaine, Revue des Deux Mondes, ser. I, v. LXXI, 
pp. 466-467. 
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stimulated thc desire for emigration to America to a dcgree 
even greater than had Schnabcl's dcscription of the peaceful 
transatlantic utopia Insel Felsenburg. Nor can there bc any 
question that in Germany itself thesc novels nourished and 
strengthened thc rising dcmocratic spirit. 

As early as 1827, in the preface to his book Die Vereinig- 
ten Staaten von Nord- Amerika, Sealsneid considered it his mis- 
sion «*"to direct the attention of Europe and her inhabitants 
(meaning, of course, chiefly Germany) to the present Status 
of the Union and to give them a correct view of the country 
which has already reacted in so many ways upon the old world 
and which is destined to react upon it even more in the 
future." 4 ' In the same spirit he dedicated the second edition 
of the Lebensbilder as follows: "TO THE GERMAN NA- 
TION, roused to the consciousness of its power and dignity, 
thesc pictures of the domestic and public life of the FREE 
CITIZENS OF A FREE STATE destined to historical great- 
ness, are respectfully dedicated as a mirror for self-examina- 
tion." Finally in the preface to his Gesammelte Werke he ex- 
pressed his gratitude to the German people for the very favor- 
able reccption which they gave his works, "a reception, which 
will nevcr cause the author to regret that he devoted his modest 
talent to the German nation." Hence Leo Smolle, his early 
biographer, describes Sealsfield's conception of his calling 
quite correctly when saying: 44 "To transfuse the freshly pulsat- 
ing blood of the Transatlantic Republic into the senile veins 
of the Old World, to acquaint his countrymcn with the spirit 
of true liberty he considered his sacred duty, a duty which he 
feit obliged to take upon himself as a mission entrusted to him 
by a higher power." 

It is all the more tragic, therefore, that the failure of the 
revolution of 1848, the culmination of the democratic move- 

« Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, p. VI. 

48 This phase of Sealsfield's rotnances was emphasized by Kurz, 
Geschichte der deutschen Literatur, v. IV, p. 715, Literarische Zeitung, 
1842, No. 42. and especially in Professor Goebel's review of Faust's 
book. 

« Smolle, Leo, Charles Sealsfield, Wien, 1875, p. 18. 
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ment to which Scalsficld's novels had indirectly contributcd so 
much, causcd not only the abatement of his productivity, but 
also the waning of his popularity and influencc. Düring the 
period of rcaction following the revolutionary events the 
former interest in literature and poetry had almost ceased. 
How discouraging, however, the unfortunate turn of politica! 
events was to Sealsfield, may be seen from a remark in one of 
his letters : ""Since I heard the debates in the Frankfort par- 
liament, I expect from Germany little eise than literary re- 
views. In this they are masters; I mean — in mere criticising." 
In a moment of such dejection he burned the manuscript of his 
last work, the continuation of his novel Deutsch-amerikanische 
Wahlverwandtschaften, the greater part of which had been 
ready for the printer as early as 1848. Nevertheless he fol- 
lowed the political development in Germany with the deepest 
interest, and in 1862 he wrote : 4a "Now I begin to divine that 
Germany, despite all apathy and phlegma, is undergoing a 
transformation and that Prussia is destined to take the leader- 
ship." 

With a concern equally deep, if not deeper, Sealsfield, 
after his return to Europe, followed the development of his 
adopted country, and especially the events which led up to the 
Civil War. «'"Our troubles in the United States are of a kind 
which makes me fear the worst, in f act, the very worst ; the 
Separation of the Union not only in two, but perhaps in four 
or five parts. In this case many hundred thousands would 
lose their possessions. I, of course, would be among these 
and I may be forced to take refuge again to my pen, an eventu- 
ality which God forbid. It is a pleasure to write if one finds 
pleasure in it, but it is drudgery if one has no joy in it, and I 
have none." Again, on January 28, 1861, he wrote: "Our con- 
ditions over there are sad and make one despair . . . My 
country must pass through all the crises which go with the 
diseases of larger republics." What these diseases were Seals- 



** Faust, Der Dichter beider Hemisphären, p. 267. 
«• May 8, 1862, Faust, Ibid., p. 267. 
«January 6, 1861. Faust, Ibid., pp. 269-270. 
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field knew only too well, but like many patriots he saw in the 
war a process of national purification. Writing October 15, 
1861, he says: "Our government at Washington seems to be 
composed of absolutely incapable men — lawyers who do not 
look beyond their lawsuits. They proceed like the president 
and the directors of a railroad Company, and in addition to all 
this, the fatal corruption, stealing and swindling. I begin to 
despair of the safety of my beloved America. Of course, what 
happens over there is at the same time a process of purifica- 
tion, but during this process millions of the best Citizens must 
suffer while the scoundrels are on top." 

Nevertheless, he does not lose faith in his country and in 
the ways of providence. "If you study the course of develop- 
ment which the United States have taken," he writes to his 
friend,* 0 "you will become aware of the greatness of this 
providence." When finally the prospects of victory had be- 
come brighter he proudly exclaims in a letter of May 2, 1862 : 
"The people, the nation have shown their greatness during the 
past year and that consoles a Citizen like myself and quiets 
him in the midst of all calamities. It is a veritable sea of blood 
— of our blood, through which our people must wade — but it 
was necessary for our purification and regeneration." 

The very fact that he considered the purification and re- 
generation of the nation a necessity shows that his patriotism 
was not that of a jingo who is blind to all national faults and 
believes that his country is always right. He recognized the 
evil forces and the dangers which threaten democracy, and, 
like a prophet, he again and again in his works wamed and 
reproved his people. When after an absence of seventeen 
years he retumed to America for a short visit, he wrote to a 
friend : 4 *"I found the material progress enormous, the political 
improvement much less, and the intellectual and moral advance 
smallest of all." This change in the spirit of the nation de- 
pressed htm to such an extent that he refused to have a new 

«8 October 15, 1861, Faust, p. 273. 
«April 25, 1854, Faust, p. 284. 
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edition of his vvorks printed, "because," as he said to Kert- 
beny, "they no longer show the Americans as they are." 

Had Sealsneid written in English he would doubtless be 
counted among thc foremost American novelists of the nine- 
teenth Century. Having arrivcd in this country when the tradi- 
tions of the Revolutionary War were still alive and the gigantic 
work of colonizing the vast areas of the West was at its height, 
he had the good fortune of witnessing the heroic age of our 
Republic whose great exploits he was to recite in a series of 
romances of enduring value. Some of his competitors in the 
field, novelists like James Fer.imore Cooper and William Gil- 
more Simms, may in their best works surpass him in matters 
of technique, such as the structure of the plot and the unity 
of action — none, however, equals him in psychological pene- 
tration, in historical and philosophical training, and in truth- 
fulness of delineation. 

Comparing the picture of America and American life 
reflected in his works, with the image mirrored in the poems 
written by Sealsfield's countryman and contemporary, Nikolaus 
Lcnau, the great lyric poet, during his brief stay in this country, 
one is Struck with the fidelity to nature of the former and the 
spirit of optimism and energy pervading it, in contrast to the 
pessimism, the discontent, and the consequent distortion in 
Lenau's portrayal. This difference is due not only to the dis- 
similarity of temperament in the two men, but most of all to 
difference in attitude. The readincss and reeeptivity of mind 
with which Sealsfield embraced the new world had been the 
attitude of hundreds of thousands of his country men who 
had come to this country to take part in the building of a new 
civilization and of a new nitionality. Since the Revolutionary 
War a German-American litcrature had been growing up in this 
country, which reflected this spirit and attitude of the Amer- 
ican Citizen of German descent, of which Sealsfield is the 
greatest spokesman and the first classic. His works are a per- 
manent contribution both to American and German literature 
for he was great enough to combine a deep attachment to the 
culture of his native land with the sincere loyalty to the coun- 
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try of his adoption. A contemporary of Karl Folien, Francis 
Lieber, Gustav Körner, and many other men of science and 
letters, who wrote in English as well as in German, Sealsfield 
is the foremost American romancer in the German language. 

As the questions connected with the ethnic elements are 
closely interwoven with the history of our country, Sealsfield's 
views concerning the genesis and development of the Amer- 
ican body politic will be treated first. 



PART I. 



POUTICAL, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL CONDITIONS 

IN AMERICA. 

Chapter I. 
COLONIZATION. 

The first Europeans to colonize the North American con- 
tinent were the British, French and Dutch. They were all 
made of different stuff and had different reasons and motives 
to urge them into the wilderness. But none had come with 
the same intentions nor lived the same Hfe as did the Spanish 
in Central and South America. The Spaniard had come to 
gain riches, and riches only, and after he had satisfied his 
greed and had gratified his animal desires, he retumed to his 
mother country and left nothing except, perhaps, some children 
begotten by the woman with whom he lrved in concubinage. 
What a difference between such settlers and those that colo- 
nized North America I 1 

"The free Briton, who, seeking greater liberty, settled 
in the American wilderness and transformed it in tireless 
struggle, and with the sweat of his brow into a place of culture, 
did not only bring with him liberal institutions which guarded 
him against brutal Usurpation, but infused also a certain respect 
which even by the most presumptuous is never denied a man 
of action, and which for the same reason was withheld from 
the descendants of the Spanish colonbts in Mexico, who were 
absorbed in the voluptuous enjoyment of life, and who reaped 
where they had not sown. We must never overlook this dif- 
ference in the method used in the first European Settlements 

i Virey, pt. II, p. 200. 
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of both countries, since it was the basic factor for the different 
development of social conditions." 3 

What courage, energy and persevcrance it took to wrest 
the land from the natives, only to gain it anevv through even 
more persistent efforts from the rcign of the wilderness ; the 
strength and cndurance it rcquired to w ithstand disease and 
pestilence, is shown in the ca*e of later French settlers. They 
lar.dcd in the South, in the Mississippi dclta, and pushed north, 
fighting fever and noxious insects — many succumbed, wbile 
others conquered, partly by subduing the swamps, partly by 
becoming thenselves acclimated. 3 "Yes, those were daring 
souls, who built the first cabins on these terrible shores. They 
are mementoes in.mortalizing the power of man, which the 
Frenchman may be proud of. To win battles, to destroy coun- 
tries, to subdue nations under a mighty yoke — demands no 
strong national spirit, no extraordinär)' power. The Huns, 
Tartars and Türks can do these things as well, perhaps better, 
than Europeans ; under an Attila, Timour, Solyman they have 
done it. But to settle as a creative spirit in terrible solitude, 
in a watery desert — to struggle with nature, with the wilder- 
ness, heat, cold and the floods — to perseverc in a strife, which 
no trumpets of famc prociaim to posterity, demands a genuine 
spark of the Promethean fire, and displays the unconquerable 
energy of man. If the Frenchmen had left no other memorial 
of their prowess than the settlement and culture of Louisiana, 
that alone would be all-sufficient to establish and perpetuate 
their fr.mc. The history of the settlement of western Egypt 
by the French govcrnment was characterized by folly, error 

2 Andre?, Karl, Nord- Amerika, p. 36. says : "But in the North the 
plou^h prevailcd. in the South the «word. The notions of the Puritan 
who came to t!i ; s home covered with deep snow, were different from 
thosc of the conquistador in the sunny South." — Cf. Heeren, A. H. L.. 
F.urope and its Colonies. pt. I, pp. 31-32. Hc distingui?hes between four 
kinds of colonies. "1. Apricultural colonies. Their object is the culture 
of land. The colonists become proprietors and are at home in their 
possr sföons ; and, as they advance, finally grow into an independent 
nation." 2. Colonies for plantations. 3. Mining colonies. 4. Commercial 
coloni< s. -The English colonies in America, although founded by men 
interested in the fur-trade, belonged to the first class. 

« Ralph Doughby, pp. 4^49. 
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and levity, deserving n.ore to be called the conceptions of an 
üiot than thc measures of an enlightened government for the 
foundation of a colony ; but, luckily, the spirit of the French 
settlcrs was stronger than the levity of their rulers, and this 
spirit succeeded finally, in spite of almost insurmountabic 
obstacles which nature and rulers threw in its way, in laying 
the foundation for the civilization of a continent, which is 
certainly destined to play one of the most important parts in 
future history." 

French immigrants had also settled in the peninsula of 
Nova Scotia, where they tilled the soil in a peaceful way. But 
these Acadians, as they called themselves, were not to enjoy 
the fruits of their labor very long. In the year 1713 Nova 
Scotia, up to then a French colony, was ceded to Britain in 
the treaty of Utrecht. According to agreement the colonists 
were to be neutral in case of war between the two powers. 
Nevertheless, in 1776 4 they were asked by England to take up 
arms against their beloved France, and when they steadfastly 
refused, were driven from their homes. For six years they 
wandercd about, persecuted by the English, and only few 
reached Louisiana. These few were hospitably received by 
their brethren. Now they were under Spanish sovereignty, 
Louisiana having been ceded to Spain in 1763. These are ex- 
planatory data which Sealsfield records in a foot-note to Ralph 
Doughby, p. 52, and which are to sketch the historical back- 
ground of the following excerpt, which may serve at the same 
time to show the author's ability to weave historical and ethno- 
graphical material into the texture of a narrative. They are 
never forced in, but seem rather to be an integral part which 
lends beauty and completeness to the whole : '"We have passed 
the Cöte des Acadiens. How enchantingly beautiful the pale 
silvery stripe draws along toward the north! They are the 
cypress groves, lit up by the last rays of the moon — a thin and 
mysterious light; it sparkies mildly, like the rainbow of the 
moon — mildly, like the eye of Providence, which guides the 

* h was in 1755. 

• Ralph Doughby, pp. 51-52. 
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world ! Perhaps it is the same silvery stripe, which lit the path 
of the poor Acadians on their sorrowful wandering, when 
eighty ycars ago they pursued their thorny path for three 
thousand miles, from the coast of Nova Scotia. They were 
twelve thousand families, who, at the command of the Second 
George and his Tories, were torn from their homes, their fire- 
sides and their huts, because they would not fight against their 
fethers, their brothers and Louis Quinze, their native king. 
In the midst of winter they were driven from their Valleys 
and plains and fields, which their hands had redeemed from 
the wilderness. Men, women, old men, girls and infants were 
chased by bloodhounds beyond the boundaries of their own 
country. Thousands froze to death, starved, or feil prey to 
wild beasts. Only a miserable remnant succeeded in reaching, 
across the lakes and Illinois, the shores of the Mississippi, 
down which they floated on miserable rafts. On her shores 
and in the Attacapas, among their countrymen and the Span- 
iards, they found succor and a resting place."* 

•Cf. Haliburton, Thomas C, Nova Scotia, v. I, pp. 175-198 
Cf. Carpenter, W. H., History of Massachusetts, p. 174 ff. : "Sixteen 
years before the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth, a small French 
colony had estal)Hshed itself upon the peninsula now known as Nova 
Scotia, but to which the early settlers had given the name of Acadia. 
With the lapse of time, the little colony gradually increased both in 
numbers and prosperity. Reproached for their adherence to the Catho- 
lic faith by «he more intolerant of their Puritan neighbors, they were 
not unfrequently drawn into disputes wholly at variance with their quiet 
habits and pastoral mode of life. At length, by the treaty of Utrecht, 
Acadia became a province of Great Britain. True to the language, man- 
ners, customs, and religion of their forefathers, the old inhabitants still 
regarded France with undiminished affection, even while yielding sub- 
missively to the Jurisdiction of England. — The conquest of all the 
regions east of the St. Croix River havingbeen thus easily aecomplished, 
the Acadians were callcd upon to take the oath of allegiance to Great 
Britain. To this demand they yielded readily, but could not pledge 
themselves to serve against France." Lawrence, the lieutenant-gover- 
nor, said : " 'If they ref use the oath it would be better they were away !' 
Their expulsion, determined upon from the first, was now attempted 
to be legalized by the making of a judicial decision ; a plan having been 
secretly arranged to seize them by surprise — men, women and children 
— and to distribute them through the several colonies. Alarmed by the 
foreshadowing of some mysterious calamity, the Acadians offered to 
take the oath of allegiance in any form the authorities might desire, 
but this act of meek Submission was now refused. Regarded by the 
prejudiced conquerors as 'popish recusants,' their deportation was re- 
solved upon. Unconscious of what was to follow, all the male inhabitants 
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Near these Acadians who took refuge on the east bank 
of the Mississippi, north of New Orleans, and whose Settle- 
ments were called Premiire and Seconde Cöte des Acadiens, 
the first extending eight, the second six leagues, there is also 
a Premiere and Seconde Cöte des Allemands, extending to- 
gether about sixteen leagues. 7 Chapter II of Ralph Doughby, 
from which the last two selections were taken, devotes also a 
Paragraph to these most unfortunate settlers of Louisiana: 
""These people were originally Germans 9 imported under the 
command of some Swedish or Dutch baron, to populate the 
new dukedom of Arkansas; the notorious Law, 10 and i 
Company of dragoons, had been sent along to keep order and 
discipline among them. The card house of the Mississippi 

of Acadia above nine years of age, in obedience to a gencral proclama- 
tion, assembled on the ninth of September at places previously indicated. 
At Grand Pre, one of these posts, four hundred armed men met to- 
gether. • Having been marched into the church, the doors of which were 
immediately closed, Winslow, commanding the Massachusetts forces, 
notificd them that their lands and tcnements and their personal property 
were forfcited to the crown, and that they themselves were to be re- 
moved from His Maj est/s province of Nova Scotia. Their wives and 
families shared this sudden blow. The houscs they had quitted in the 
morning they were ncver to see again. This was not all. On the day 
of embarkaüon they were driven on shipboard at the point of the 
bayonct, not in families, nor in a Single vessel, but divided according 
to sex, and in diffcrent ships, destined for different colonies. By this 
heartless arrangement, husbands and wives, parents and children, 
brothers, sisters and bctrothed lovers, in spite of tears and agonizing 
entrcaties, were torn from one another, many of them ncver again 
destined to mcet on earth. From the lOth of September to the middJe 
of December, the work of embarkation went slowly on;the unfortunate 
Acadians bcing, in the mcanwhile, crowded together on thecoast, suffer- 
ing from an insumcicncy of clothing, and begging for bread. Seven 
thousand of these unfortunate people were thus callously deprived of 
their homes, which after their departure, were razed to the ground to 
prevent them from affording a shelter to any of the exiles that should 
chance to return. Distributed among the colonies more than a thousand 
were carried to Massachusetts where they remained a public bürden, 
until, heartbroken and hopeless, they finally languished away." 

7 Navigator, Appenda, p. 200.— Cf. An Account of Louisiana (U. S. 
Jeffcrson) 1803, pp. 5-6. 

» Ralph Doughby, pp. 46-47. 

9 Flint, Timothy, Recollections, p. 335, refers to these Germans as 
being removed from Nova Scotia I 

10 John Law was primarily a French ftnancier, and his Mississippi 
scheme was to help France financially. Cf. Wiston-Glynn, A. W., John 
Law of Lauriston, Edinburgh, 1907, p. 52. 
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Company 11 was just falling to pieces, when these thousand 
unfortunates arrived in the pathless wilderness of Arkansas, 
and of course were dismissed from thought. Nine-tenths of 
them died in the forcsts, and on the way down the Mississippi ; 
the miserable remainder succeeded in reaching New Orleans, 
and finally obtained permission to build their huts twenty miles 
above the city. And they built in sorrow and in misery, war- 
ring with floods, alligators and vermin ; but their children and 
grandchildren rcaped the fruits of their labor and lived in 
peace and plenty under the segis of liberty."" 

Another phase and a different kind of colonial settlement 
Sealsfield pictures to us in Die Deutsch-Amerikanischen Wahl- 
verwandtschaften. He had spent sevcral years in New York 
and in the New England states and had witnessed there much 
of the life of fashionables, a caste, the accepted members of 
which either traced their ancestry back to the Mayflower aind 
to the early Dutch settlers, or were but newly initiated par- 
^enues. Part III, Chapter VII, of this work, entitled "History 
of the Rambles," traces the lineage of the main characters in 
the novel. It begins : 

"Both belonged to our high Dutch noblesse, one of those 
historical races which will ever be the Ornament and pride of 
our country, whatever be its fate, for it is one of those genea- 
logical trees which first spread their shade over this land. They 
did not invade it at the head of murderous bodies, the sabre 
in one hand and the firebrand in the other, to doom the poor 

11 Cf. Rattermann, H. A., Die Mississippi-Seifenblase. — Cf. Baird, 
Robert, View of the Valley of the Mississippi, p. 48, who call* this 
undertaking "the Mississippi scheme" or "bubble."— Today we still use 
both terms. 

"Andree. Karl, Nord-Amerika, pp. 487-488, teils us that a Scotch- 
man by the name of Law, who was one of the Mississippi Company, had 
obtained permission to establish a dukedom on the Arkansas river. He 
mcant to scttle it with nine thousand Swiss and Germans. "Two 
thousand of the latter were imported in the year 1716-17, but were 
landcd, some in the unhealthy Mississippi delta, some near Biloxi, where 
they were left without food or shelter. Most of them were snatched 
away by fever ; only few returned to their fatherland. Approximately 
three hundred, who settled in the year 1722 in the district of the Atta- 
capas (Sealsfield's two Cötes des Allemands), prospered."— Cf. Deiler, 
Hanno, The Settlement of the German Coast of Louisiana. 
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Indians 1 * to slavery or to compel them to the construction of 
Castles and towers for their government and control. No, our 
ancient Dutchraen were too prudent to act the part of lords 
and Heges in heroic tumult. They had crossed the waler 
with more niodest intentions. As peaceful Dutchmen they 
wanted to exchange money for hides and skins, or perhaps to 
domesticate themselves comfortably, as well becomes vener- 
able Dutchmen — to smoke a pipe, raise children, and drink 
their genh/re — in a word, to introduce Dutch civilization, 
which they accomplished leisurely and to their heart's desire, 
since they had an abundance of time and space". 1 * 

"And why should they destroy the poor Indians, who were 
to them useful and convenient for exchanging their genevre 15 
for the skins of beavers 1- and martens, which was one of the 
well known designs of their visit and settlement." Altogether, 
the ancient Dutchmen were a desirable people, far from being 
imperious and aristocratic ; but on the contrary more republic- 
an in their ideas than their northern neighbors, the Yangheese, 
as the Indians styled them, or as they called themselves, the 
pious fathers, Wanderers, pilgrims of Plymouth, who, to con- 
fess the truth, had brought with them into the wilderness an 
odious taste of British pride and plebeian tyranny, so that they 
immediately became embroiled with the poor savages in strife 
and quarreis, which resulted in conflicts and murder and 
slaughter, in true Scotch and English style. No, your Dutch- 

w They met with one of the five tribes of the Iroquoian confedera- 
tion, the Mohawk, who by this time, although there were still sotne 
Algonquian tribes dispersed amongst them, occupied the entire east of 
the State of New York, extending into the southeast corner.— Cf. Morg- 
an, Louis, League of the lroquots. 2 maps. 

14 Cf. Van Buren, Augustus H., Proceedings New York Historical 
Society, v. XI, p. 133, who describes these Dutch settlers with the fol- 
lowing words: "Most of them could neither read nor write. They 
were a wild, uncouth, rough and most the time a drunken crowd . . . 
they were afraid of neither man, God, nor the devil." 

15 It is surprising how readily the natives subjected themselves 
economically to the white man. 

19 Goodwin, Maud W., Dutch and English on the Hudson, p. 18. 
"The manifest of one cargo mentions 7246 beavers, 675 Otters, 48 minks, 
aml 36 wildcats." 

17 Cf. Hcckewelder, John, Indian Nations, pp. 76-82. 
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men were a different sct of peoplc, anxious from thc first to 
establish amicable relations with their somcwhat blunt neigh- 
bors ; thcy werc indcf atigable in their exertions to change the 
wild insolence of the native redskins to their own good humor. 
Hence they adopted a mode of intercourse far diflferent from 
the posts and forts of the warlike Yankees. In Heu of cannon, 
blunderbusses, royals and muskets, they placed their bulky 
casks of genevre, from which they willingly gave potations to 
the fierce redskins, when they brought the skins of beavers and 
bears, or at least of foxes and deer, the latter of which, how- 
ever, were equivalent to but a small draught of the animating, 
precious fire water— truly, a vcry humane principle I And the 
application of which one might conjecture was productive of 
the most beneficial results on the neighboring Indians ; and we 
are sorry to confess that the breach of it, or the gift of larger 
potations, was more fatal to the poor savages than the blunder- 
busses of the pious pilgrims. But still there was a freedom 
of action, and this process of colonization and civilization 
evinced a higher degree of Information and humanity, a vigor- 
ous, guiding idea, before which the poor Indians vanished, 18 
it is true, but which would have been creditable even in our 
enlightened day. 

"We love, even at the expense of a short deviation, to 
extricate such bold, guiding ideas from the intricate webs of 
the history of humanity, and to present them to the eyes of the 
present generation ; thus humbling a little our pride, by which 
we might be persuaded to think that we have invented all wis- 
dom, while our ancestors not only worked before us, but laid 
the foundation of all the grandeur which signalizes us among 
all the nations of the earth. As the germ of the acorn not 

18 Although no one will doubt that the worst crime which white 
men committed against the aborigines was the sale of fire water*), we 
do not believe they vanished on that account. The Iroquois Indians 
left their territory to seek fur-bearing lands. Having found those they 
came back with immense loads of animal skins, which they tradcd main- 
ly for fire water and firearms, only to sct out again conquering and an- 
nihilating one tribe after another. 

•) Cf. Schoolcraft, Henry R., The Red Race of America, pp. 353- 
365. (The influence of ardent spirits on the condition of North Amer- 
ican Indians.)— Cf. Blair, E. H., Indien Tribes, v. I, p. 208. 
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only contains the Clements of the limbs and the leaves, but also 
of the root, the future support of the mighty oak — so in the 
good-natured features of the founders of these New Nether- 
lands our present Empire State, and especially the moneyed 
men of the present day, slumbered in embryo." 

Now the author goes back to the year 1610 or 1620 when 
Claas Ramble is supposed to have had a dream in which the 
Lord urged him to send his eldest to America where he can 
gain riches by trading fire water for fürs and hides. Brom 
Ramble came to New Amsterdam 19 with good recommenda- 
tions to high magistrates and diverse mynheers, and, "backed 
by a choice selection of the precious Schiedam," he was soon 
installed as commandant of a fort. "The location of this fort 
was in the neighborhood of the present Sixth Avenue; it was 
armed with two musketoons, one battle axe, three sabres, four 
lances, and one wheel arquebuse, but more especially with 
eleven gin casks, real Schiedam." Brom was the youngest of 
twenty-two sentinels who had their forts, 20 or rather log houses, 
for such they really were, on all weak points of the Dutch 
territory open to the invasion of the redskins. But the family 
chronicles teil us, that after the eighteenth month of Brom 
Ramble's stay there the Indians had withdrawn from that 
region. Two years later Brom was removed still higher up 
the riyer, and thus he advanced six times in ten years, and 
finally settled in the vicinity of the present Sing Sing. 

But as the old European nobility obtained their titles and 
honors in battle, so Brom was to reeeive his highest rewards 
in a feud with rival settlers. "A gang of Yankees, descend- 
ants of the pious Pilgrims, had located themselves, or rather 
squatted, in the region of West Point, within the province of 
the New Netherlands, without even asking permission of the 
high authorities. The new settlers, far from the accustomed 
humility and modesty of pious pilgrims, were firm in the belief 

19 New Amsterdam was not founded until 1626. 

20 Goodwin, Maud W., Dutch and English on the Hudson, p. 18. 
"In establishing this für trade with the savages, the neweomers primar- 
ily required trading posts guardod by forts." 
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of their Bible, but far from agreeable — nay, — they were a 
desperate people, prone not only to treat the gcxxl Dutchmen 
as Philistines, and to introduce peculiar practices regarding the 
mine and thine— two vital points among the Dutch — but also 
to deride them and seriously injure their commerce with the 
Indians." Mynheer Ramblc, at the head of one hundred and 
fifty Dutchmen, drove them beyond the limits of the State. 21 
As a reward he received the entire acreage held by the Yankees, 
and in 1645 also the burgomastership of New Amsterdam. He 
was married and was honored with two sons. One traveled 
in the footsteps of his father, and the other sided with the 
English, his father's enemy, and hurt the honest Dutchman 
whenever he was able to do so. The older branch prospered, 
the younger lost all honor and respect. Only Ramble the VI 
of the younger line proved that he was a chip of the old block. 
He went into partnership with one Patrick Kennedy in a lunch 
and liquor "joint." Improvements were made and Brom 
prospered, for Pat had sold out to him, and Fly-market Porter- 
house became "the most frequented establishment in the neigh- 
borhood of Maiden Lane." 

"The rumor, too, that the young host, a descendant of a 
noble family of historical fame, had laid aside his pedigree for 
a while, with a view of serving the sovereign people in a true 
democratic manner, was a great auxiliary to his success, and 
the more so since, the shares in our noble sse being at their 
lowest ebb, democracy had taken possession of the people's 
throne with füll sovereignty." And in a true American way 
he changed his political views to suit his customers. "He had 
the faculty of throwing out his canting, dry witticisms and 
ideas, at the expense of democracy when only aristocrats were 
present, and then turning the same witticisms against aristo- 
crats or federals when only democrats honored him with their 
presence." In the course of time he had become rieh and 

21 This particular dispute between the Yankees and Dutch seems to 
bc fictitious ; yet there were repeated quarreis in which the Dutch some- 
times used the Indians against the English*), as the English used Iro 
quoian tribes against Iiiini Indians and the French. 

•) Cf. Buchanan, James, North American Indians, v. II, p. 114. 
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thercby rose in the estimation of thc othcr branch of thc fam- 
ily, which was still in posscssion of the Iand wrested from the 
Yankees. He was invited to a dinner — and four weeks later 
he married a daughter of the older line. Both belonged to the 
New York fashionables ; the one represented the old aristo- 
cracy, the other the new moneyocracy." The Porterhouse 
thus accomplished for the younger branch of the family what 
the fort log-house had done for the older. 

22 According to Murray's English diclionary (v. VI, pt 2) this 
word was first uscd in 1834 in Blackwood's Edinburgh Magazine, v. 
XXXV, p. 339. Thc article in qucstion appeared in March. Sealsneid 
uscd the word moneycrary in Morton (pt. II, p. 117), which he wrote 
the same year. 



Chapter II. 



RELATION OF THE INDIANS TO THE WHITE 

RACE. 

On the whole the colonization of North America was not 
accomplished by as much bloodshed as one would suppose. 
This is due chiefly to the immigrants, who did not shrink from 
toiling themselves where they might have forced the native 
savage into slavery. The historians Heinrich Steffens 1 and 
Heeren* recognize in this peculiar way of settlement the source 
of the persevering strength necessary to fight the obstinate 
climate and the savage nature of the original inhabitants, in 
short, that trait of character which laid the cornerstone for 
an edifice that was destined to exist for ages to come. 

How the trappers, the backwoodsmen, the first rangers 
and planters had to suffer, and how they guarded themselves 
against destruction with the exertion of all their strength, we 
shall see later. For the present we shall return to the ab- 
origines to see how they faced the danger which the advance 
of the white race brought to them. It is a pathetic picture 

1 Steffens, Heinrich, Die gegenwärtige Zeil, pt. II. p. 324 ff. "The 
fact that here civil liberty thrived so advantagcously, is based upon the 
spirit of the timc, out of which the State formed itsclf, together with 
the manner of its development. Never had colonies grown in such a 
peaccful way. cntirely without significant wars, and in so domestic a 
manner as those of North America. In the extensive lands the weak 
tribes roamed about; they were driven away, rather than conquered 
through warfare. Therefore, that belligerent character, that severity 
and seriousness of mind did not appear, hut neither did they devdop 
an ennohling sense. The Europeans who arrived there had all the 
wants of their educated countrymen, but they possessed also the ability 
to satisfy them. When in primitive times rough heroes took possession 
of countries, the subjugated peoples had to work the fields — here 
possession and labor were united. The possessors themselves had to 
conquer the rough climate, clear the forests. and cultivate the fields 
they had won." 

2 Heeren, A. H. L., Europe and its Colonies, v. I, p. 121. 
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which Sealsficld unfolds before us. Discussing the inexor- 
able fate which awaited these unfortunate children of nature, 
he says in the introduction to Der Legitime, addressed to A. J. 
Smith, Esq., Daughin Co., Pennsylvania, pp. 1 — 5 : 

"The painful sensations with which we left M — e and the 
sick-bed of the honorable statesman, upon which he was 
thrown under the bürden of false accusations — thus being 
torn in such a shameful way from the glorious path for which 
he was born — had made you at the time less receptive to the 
suffering of a people, which even in its present condition of 
political and moral degeneration, permits us to suspect such 
a wonderful coloring. You have, however, justified in a 
marvellous way the expectation that these late impressions 
would not pass you unnoticed, and the hope that the sup- 
pressed and maltreated race would finally be secure against 
hostile Operations, and would continue to live in its new 
abodes, has now become stronger than it ever has been. I, 
too, am of the opinion which you have so often uttered from 
the orator's platform and in your writings, that this people, 
if any longer in warfare against the greed of our border popu- 
lation, will be entirely annihilated, 8 that it cannot continue 
to live thus, and that in case of its stay, at the best only the 
so-called chiefs and their relätives and some few strong char- 
acters can be won over to our citizenship — but that the rest 
will unavoidably sink ever deeper and deeper, and will have 
to be degraded to that scum, which burdens so many countries 
of the old world. I agree with you completely : the remnants 
of this interesting people can only be saved if they are trans- 
ported again upon the soil of their primitive forests, which 

8 It is commonly thought that the Indiana living today are only a 
very small percentage of the number that inhabited North America 
when the white man came. This is wrong. All Information gathered 
seems to point to the fact that there never existed more than several 
hundred thousand Indians. Yet, it is doubtful whether this were true, 
had the Federal government not been more humane than the English 
Colonial Legislature, which on the 25th of February, 1745, passed an 
act giving rewards for Indian scalps, and, oh, horror!, in 1722 the 
government of Massachusetts raised the reward from forty to one 
hundred pounds for one scalp! Buchanan, James, North American 
Indians, v. I, p. 19. 
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agrecs with them, and if through immediate contact with 
related tribes their sapless nationality will be refreshed, and 
their degenerated customs become ennobled, but above all — 
they must be torn from the disastrous contact with the glaring 
avarice of our squatters and shop-keepers. But nevertheless 
the fate of this unhappy peoplc remains lamentable, and great 
is the pain which the stronger souls amongst them must suffer 
regarding the Separation from the land in which they and 
their fathers were born. Some time ago I saw a division of 
these migrators in the neighborhood of the Yazoo River, when 
they were just ferried across the Mississippi. 4 The poorer 
ones were everywhere immersed in their customary apathy. 

They uttered neither joy nor pain, although the maintenance 
they reccived during their exodus was excellent. The chiefs 
and the wealthier f amilies seemed to succumb to the bürden 
of their sorrow. It was a painful sight to see them staring 
across upon the eastern shore of the Mississippi; some 
stretched out their hands toward it. During the march from 
their native woods, so the commissioners told mc, they turned 
every thousand Steps and looked back upon the mountains and 
plains 8 which they were leaving, and became more sinister and 
disconsolate every hour. Some carried the bones of their 
parents, they being the most valued treasure, in order to con- 

* President Jackson in a message to Congress in 1831 stated that 
Congress had appropriated one-half million dollars for the voluntary 
removal of Indians. Darby, William, Geoaraphical Description of 
Louisiana, v. II, p. 84, quotes from an "Address to the American 
people," by George W. Hawkins, chief of the Choctaw tribe, printed 
in the "Natchcz." ". . . it is said that our present movements are our 
own voluntary acts . . ., such is not the case. We found ourselves, Hke 
a benighted stranger, following false guides until he was surrounded 
on every side with fire or water. . . . Painful indeed is the mandate 
of our expulsion. . . . Let us alone. We will not härm you. We want 
rest. We hope in the name of justice, that another outrage may never 
be cotnmitted against us ; and that we may for the future be cared for 
as children, and not driven about as beasts, which are benefited by a 
change of pasture." 

8 Cf. Schoolcraft, Henry R., The Red Race of America, p. 381, 
speaking of Creek Indians being removed, says : . . and they had left 
the southern slopes and sunny Valleys of the southern Alleghanies with 
'a longing, lingering look'." 
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sign thcm to thc earth of their new dwelling places. The scenc 
was so much more melancholy, since one could not guard 
against the oppressive thought that white we open our country 
to the dregs and adventurers of the old world, we should 
drive the last original possessors of the soil, which truly clung 
to their native woods after most of their neighbors had al- 
ready given way, out into the wild darkness of the prairies— 
only to satisfy the avarice of the children and grandchildren 
of the very same fathers whom they once sheltered hospitably 
in their huts. In truth the great sage* had good reasons to 
express his glooniy prophetic admonitions, and the longer I 
ponder over the destiny of this pitiable race, the more I too, 
begin to fear. Since that trip I have occupied myself much 
with this people and its manners and institutions, 7 and it ap- 
peared to be no thankless enterprise, to speak to the minds 
of our fellow-citizens in a worthy manner through a historical 
presentation of one of the great characters of the time when 
they began to become more disproportionate to our people." 

How loathsome it was for the Indians to withdraw into 
the regions assigned to them by the government, and how 
they bore the injustice of the white race partly with murmur 
and ill humor, partly with cold resignation, but how it gnawed 
at their hearts, and hurt above all their leaders, we hear from 
the lips of Tokeah, who in this novel is the last chief of the 

6 He doubtless refers to Thomas Jeffcrson's words quoted as the 
motto to Der Legitime: "I tremble for my people when I think of thc 
injustice which it has committed against the first inhabitants." Jeffcr- 
son was often called the sage of his time.— Cf. Schurr, Henry Clay, 
v. I, p. 127. 

T Whcre personal Observation of the Muscogcans did not suffice, 
he says in the introdnetion to Der Legitime, he obtained Information 
from books such as "McKenncy's Tour to thc Chippewas and More's 
Acrount of thc Indians' (McKenncy, T. L., Sketches of a Tour to the 
Lahes . ., and Morse's Indian Report). Especially the first work fur- 
nisheä matcrial on customs and manners. Since the Indians are not a 
pa^t of thc American nation, (Cf. article in the Chicago Daily News of 
March 20. 1920. "Indians fit to Fight, but not to Cast Vote") there 
»hall be no occasion to enter into a deeper discussion of the red man 
in the second part of this study, where national types are delineated. 
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Oconee, then the main tribe of the Creek. 8 •"The great spirit 
has made large Spiders in the land where the chief lived, and 
one of them can kill a little bird. The spiders said to the 
birds: 'See, we will let you alone and will not break with you; 
but you must not tear our webs.' The poor birds remained in 
their nests and sat before them a long while. Hunger finally 
drove them out, but as they wanted to fly up, tliey found all 
the woods covered with the nets of the spiders, and the poor 
birds feil into the snares and were devoured by the poisonous 
spiders, or had their blood sucked out and thus died a slow 
death. The red men are the poor birds, the white men the 
spiders. Their tribes were many. They have disappeared 
from the face of the earth. They died, many through the 
long knives of the white men, but still more through their 
cunning and their fire water. Tokeah wants to go far away 
from them." 10 

Tokeah, the noble chieftain, who reveals the entire mag- 
nitude of his soul to his daughter Cannondah and to the 
White Rose, a gir! whom he had snatched from a savage after 
she had already been destined to die, grieves himself to death 
ovcr the fate of his race. He and the most worthy of his 
tribe, who could not endurc to live among the white men, 
wandered westward to settle thcre and to unite with the rem- 
nants of some other tribes and thus to counteract complete 
annihilation. Shortly after Lafitte, who plays an important 
role in Der Legitime, had burned the settlement of the Oconee, 
because Tokeah had broken his oath of friendship after dis- 

8 The Oconee once inhabited the banks of the Oconee river in 
Georgia, whcre Sealsneid correctly puts their abode before they ex- 
changed it for the west bank of the Mississippi River. But he probably 
contusod the name Oconee with Oconi, an andern Creek town in 
Georgia, when he called them a Creek tribe. See Hodge's Handbook 
of American Indians, pt. II, p. 105. 

• Legitime, pt. III, p. 277. 

10 Cf. a large and varied collection of addresses and newspaper and 
magazine articles in Brothers. Thomas, The United States of North 
A merica. 

Cf. Hcckeweldcr, John, Indian S'utions, pp. 76-82. 
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covering that Lafitte was but a common pirate," thc Great 
Spirit appeared to the chief and demanded that he go to his 
former land (Georgia) and fetch the bones of his forefathers 
before the plough-share of the white settlers would unearth 
them. Now, he and some of his most faithful followers, set 
out to visit the distant beloved land. It touches one's heart 
to read how stoically they bore their pains." But before they 
re- enter the wilderness, they are stopped by white men, are 
accused of spying and consequently imprisoned — it is at the 
time of the second war with Britain. Now we must not wonder 
if Tokeah gives expression to his bitter anger with the follow- 
ing words": "You are scoundrels! Your tongues speak of 
things of which your hearts know nothing. You teil us, we 
shall love our neighbors, while they take our fürs, our cattle, 
our land, and expel us into the desert." 

Sealsficld, however, does not maintain that the white racc 
had no right to drive out the redskins. No, he knew the 
history of mankind better than to be unaware of the fact that 
it is the natural course of events." The less civilized must 

" Marryat, Frederick, Diary. Ser. II, v. I, p. 249. "The early his- 
tory of the Mississippi is one of piraey and buccaneering ; its mouths 
were frequented by these marauders, as in the bayous and creeks they 
found protection and concealment for themselves and their ill-gotten 
wealth. Even until after thc war of 1814 these sca-robbers still to a 
certain extent flourished, and the name of Lafitte, the last of their 
leaders, is deservedly renowned for courage and for crime ; his vessels 
were usually secreted in the land-locked Bay of Barataria, to the west- 
ward of the mouth of the river." 

Flint, Timothy, Recollections, p. 253.— Cf. Brown, S., Western 
Gaset teer, p. 141. 

«Herder's Ideen, pt. I, p. 293. "The North American (he is 
speaking of the Indiana) suffers tortures and pain with a heroic im- 
perceptibility out of principles of honor ; he was educated to this f rom 
youth. and women do not lag behind thc men in this. Stoic apathy, 
therefore, in physical pain too, becomes one of nature's habits, and their 
lessened Stimulus for sensuousness along with otherwise brisk natural 
strength, even that placid apathy which has sunk many a subjugated 
nation apparently in a day-dream, seem to be due to this cause." 

18 Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 150-151.— Cf. Pflanzer leben, pt. I, p. 46. 

u Flint, Timothy, Mississippi Valley, p. 107. "They are not the less 
objecto of our pity and of our untiring benevolence, because the causes 
of their decay and extinetion are found in their own nature and char- 
acter, and the unchangeable order of things. It is unchangeable, as the 
laws of nature, that savages should give place to civilized men, possessed 
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attach himself to the civilized in order to reach by and by thc 
same level of culture, or he must make room for the superior 
power of civilization, either by leaving his dwelling place or by 
pcrishing miserably. ""Barbarism must always give way in 
the fight against enlightenment, just as night yields to day; 
but you have the means 18 in hand to attach yourself to this 
enlightenment, and to enter into our civilian life. If you do 
not want this, however, and if you prefer to be savages (Legi- 
time) instead of honored Citizens, then you must not quarrel 
with fate, which throws you away like toys, after you have 
run through your nocturnal course." 

Not only judging from the position of those who support 
their arguments by "miglit is right," but also from the stand- 
point of ethics, Sealsfield justifies the removal of the primitive 
inhabitants. ""Tokeah, the Great Spirit has made the earth 
for the white and red men that they may plough it, and work 
on it, and live from her fruits; but he has not made her for 
a hunting ground, that some hundred red men may occupy a 
place in lazy existence, upon which millions could live and 
thrive happily. 1 » If you will clear the landed property which 

of the strength, spirit and improvemcnt of the social compact" — Thc 
writer does not quite agree with this view ! 
™Der Legitime, pt. III, p. 281. 

18 Great sums were expcndcd annually to cducatc the Indiana and 
to teach thcm trades. Ardy, E S-, Journal, v. II, p. 76, mcntions thirty- 
two schools with nine hundred and sixteen pupils. 

Hcnni, Johann Martin, Thal des Ohio, pp. 26-27, claims that the 
Indians cannot bc cffcctively civilized, and sees the reason for this in 
the fact that they are not living through the herdsman stage, but arc 
expected to advance from hunters to agrarians. 

"Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 278-280. 

18 Hodgson, Adam, Letters, v. II, Appendix. — Opinion of Hon. J. 
Q. Adams, Esq., on Indian titlcs. "There are moralists, who have 
questioned the right of Europeans to intrude upon the possessions of 
the aborigines in any case, and under any limitations whatsoever. But 
have they maturely considered the wholc subjeet? The Indian right 
of possession itself Stands, with regnrd to the greatest part of the 
country, upon a questionablc foundation. Their cultivated fields ; their 
construeted habitations ; a space of ample sufficiency for their sub- 
sistence, and whatever they had annexcd to themselves by personal 
labor, was undoubtcdly, by the laws of naturc, theirs. But what is the 
right of a huntsman to the forest of a thousand miles over, which he 
has accidentally ranged in quest of prey? Shall the liberal bounties 
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you still possess, and which is still as large as many a kingdom 
of the old world, whcre several millions happily live and 
prosper, then you can be richer and happier than any equal 
number of Citizens of the United States." 

In order to be fair to the white race and especially to the 
government, we must take care not to assume that the natives 
were always unjustly compelled to migrate and pitch their 
tents somewhere eise. No, often they were paid considerable 
sums 1 " for their lands and were then assigned new territory 
west of the Mississippi. But the money paid out to the Chiefs 
was ill-used. "If you chieftains," we read in one of Seals- 
field's works, 20 "divide the money which you receive as an- 
nual pay for your renounced land amongst yourselves and 
give your people several dollars at the most, and then permit 
them to starve — and if you thus degrade them to the scum, 
and force them to beg for their bread at the doors of our 
citizens, and to roll about in the mire of the street, instead of 

of Providence to the race of man be monopolized by one of ten thou- 
sand for whom they were created? Shall the exuberant bosom of the 
common mother, amply adequate to the nourishment of millions, be 
claimed exclusively by a few hundreds of her off spring? Shall the 
lordly savage not only disdain the virtues and enjoyments of civilixa- 
tion himself, but shall he control the civilization of a world? Shall he 
forbid the wilderness to blossom like a rose ? Shall he forbid the oaks 
of the forest to fall before the axes of industry, and rise again, trans- 
formcd into the habitation of ease and elcgance? Shall he doom an 
immense region of the globe to perpetual desolation, and hear the howl- 
ings of the tiger and the wolf, silence forever the voice of human glad- 
ness? Shall the fields and the Valleys, which a beneficient God has 
framed to teem with the life of innumerable multitudes, be condemned 
to everlasting barrenncss?" 

Cf. Vattel, Emerich, Law of Notions, used at West Point as Duke 
Bernhard teils us, Reise, near end of Chapter IX. 

19 Jefferson, IVritings, v. IV. Observations on the article Etats Unis, 
January 22, 1786, "and it may be taken for a certainty that not a foot of 
land will ever be taken from the Indians without their consent. The 
sacredness of their right is feit by all thinking persons in America as 
much as in Europe." But how does this letter compare with the follow- 
ing: "Feb. 27, 1803, to the Governor of Indians. "The Cahokias being 
extinet, we are entitled to their country by our own paramount sover- 
eignty. The Peorias, we understand, have all been driven from their 
country, and we might claim it in the same way." 

20 Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 279-280. 
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taking care of them, to win thcm for culturc and to support 
them — then you must not blame thesc Citizens when thcy gct 
tired of such Company. I know you chiefs. You arc such blood- 
suckers of your pcople as any profligate tyrant of thc old world 
can be." 

This money, which the chiefs for the most part kept to 
themselves, enticed many a white man to marry the daughter 
of a chieftain, because he thus gained both a certain wealth 
as well as respect amorigst the redskins. 21 The author seems 
to think that it was a policy of the government to denationalize 
the Indians through these marriages, 22 and perhaps he was 
justified in making this Statement, which greatly resembles the 
views expressed in the transactions of one of the societies for 
promoting the general welfare of the Indian tribes m the 
United States, 28 and also those of Jefferson in a Ietter to Ben- 
jamin Hawkins, an Indian agent. 24 

Sealsneid, in truth, witnessed a spectacle which in the old 
world had presented itself some three thousand years previous. 
Then also the hunters were the vanguard of primeval civiliza- 
tion, on whose trails the nomadic tribes, and finally the front- 
iersman, turnmg to primitive agriculture, followed. The 
transition from the earliest forms of human civilization to the 
subsequent stages, which in the old world occupied centuries, 
was not unfrequently accomplished pn the new continent dur- 
ing a few decades. This acceleration of the historical process 

ai Raumer, Friedrich von. Die Vereinigten Staaten von Nordameri- 
ka, v. I, p. 297, teils us that white men married Indian girls for the 
money which they reeeived from the government. 

**Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 232-233. 

28 Morse's Indian Report, p. 75. "Let the Indians, therefore, be 
taught alt branches of knowledge pertaining to civilized man; then let 
intermarriage with them become general, and the end which the gov- 
ernment has in view will be completely attained." — Quoted in Hodgson, 
A., Letters, v. II, Appendix. 

"Jefferson, Writings, v. VIII, p. 214 (1803). "The ultimate point 
of rest and happiness for them is to let our Settlements and theirs meet 
and blend together, to intermix, and become one people. Incorporating 
themselves with us as Citizens of the United States, this is what the 
natural process of things will, of course, bring on, and it will be better 
to promote than to retard it." 
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is due chiefly to the fact that the history of the human racc 
was repeated in this country by the descendants of the highly 
developed civilization of Europe, and not re-enacted by prim- 
itive man. On the whole, however, the fundamental forces 
which govern the growth of human civilization everywhere, 
were at work in this country also: man's struggle with nature, 
his attempt to establish social organizations, the mutual rela- 
tions and conflicts of the social groups developed by these or- 
ganizations, and finally man's striving for the ideal. 
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Chapter III. 

GREAT HISTORICAL EVENTS: REVOUJTIONARY 
WAR, LOUISIANA PURCHASE, SECOND WAR 
WITH ENGLAND, AND TEXAS REVOLUTION. 
THREE GREAT STATESMEN. 

So much for the fight with the internal enemy, nature and 
sa vages. Meanwhile the time had come when the coloniaJ 
settlers could feel themselves strong enough to revolt against 
their mother country, which had already oppressed them too 
long. This uprising of the colonists, who had obtained moral 
and physical strength, marked the beginning of their future 
happiness. It is, according to Sealsneid, justified by the fact 
that the Americans were fighting for their inborn rights— he 
maintains that every man is born free 1 — and against insolent 
oppressors. The author says : *" When Citizens who are quiet, 
peaceful, proud of their liberty, jealous of their innate rights, 
and oppressed in their fatherland by political and religious 
prosecution, turn from it in order to enjoy the rights which 
are contested, and when they are tired of being encroached 
upon — when they and their descendants, and their children 
and grandchildren clear the wildemess, ever fighting with wild 
animals and even wilder men ; when under their tireless hands 
thcre are created verdant plains, comfortable houses, and rieh 
cities; when communities gradually, through lawfulness and 
diligence, develop into states, and advance in enlightenment 
and domestic arts ; and when they in the consciousness of their 
power long to give laws to themselves, instead of reeeiving 
them from the distant mother country; when they yearn to 
use the fruits of their labor, the savings of their wives and 
children for the good of their own country, instead of wasting 
them on a distant and extravagant aristoeraey for never-end- 

1 Morton, pt I, p. 58. 
a Vircy, pt. I, pp. 295-296. 
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ing projects and wars; when such Citizens, the most con- 
scientious and prudent, put their Shoulder to the wheel, and are 
the first to stand in the gap, and let their will become deed, 
and arise to fight for their innate rights: — then these states 
and the struggle for their freedom, this society and the revo- 
lution, through which they tear themselves loose from the 
mother country" will be quite different from the rebellion of a 
people, which revolts only to quench its thirst for revenge.* 

Although this step in the national progress of the Amer- 
ican people was taken by violence and force, it was their most 
sacred duty; for home and children are closer to a man than 
a distant government, which demands his savings — not to use 
them for the good of the country, but to squander them. It 
was not a revengeful act which won liberty for his country: 
No, it was the determined will to regain innate rights. 

Düring the discussion between Colonel Morse and the 
Alcalde, who is Sealsfield's spokesman in the character of an 
early western settler, a man with his own philosophy of history, 
of life, and of religion, we hear the following: *"The wheel 
of the world in its rapid course is not moved by dwarfs, but 
by giants. In its powerful revolutions it crushes the weak; 
the strong overpower it and guide it." The divine spark of 
liberty had inflamed the hearts of all and kindled an all- 
devastating fire in the "rotten tinder of prescriptive despotism." 
These words may be applied in connection with the Revolu- 
tionary War just as Sealsfield used them speaking of the up- 
rising of the Texans. 

How much the brave fighters had to suffer, we hear in 
the deep-felt words of Colonel Isling, 5 who had come to Amer- 
ica with a Hessian infantry regiment, was taken prisoner, and 

8 Sealsfield's idca embodied in Virey: — Although Mexico has a Con- 
stitution shc is not free, for she obtained liberty through a caprice. Her 
inhabitants are free like a herd of choleric horses, who escaped through 
the carelcssness of a servant; free — until they feel the lasso around 
their neck again. 

4 Kajütenbuch, pt. II, p. 115. 

5 Colonel Isling, probably a fictitious character, at least a fictitious 
name, for J. G. Rosengarten menttons no such name in his various 
studies on German soldiers in the revolution. 
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finally, like so many other Germans, fought for his new country 
and suffered for and with lt. c " 'Alas, the first days which 1 
spent in the Service of the Union were dark . . . Yes, things 
looked black at the time when 1 entered the formations of the 
American warriois, these (ighters in a sacred war. Alas, our 
sufFerings were lerrible ! W hen J think of the hattle of the 
Brandywine! ... Ii was a heart-rending sight. The entire road 
from the Brandywine up to Germantown, over to Morris- 
town— one terrible field of blood— blood, not from those de- 
ceased— no, from the living — fresh and healthy. It was freez- 
ing weather like today— it was frightfully cold, and in the 
entire army there were not a thousand pairs of shoes. 7 The 
men had to march on, without shoes and socks, on the hard- 
frozen street, which only became soft through their blood. 
And the men did not murmur. Indeed, we suffered terribly 
at that time ; but we did not complain, for our sufFerings were 
interwoven with high and great emotions. What are the wars 
of today, the wars of Napoleon, compared with this holy war! 
This war, which like the manger of Bethlehem, will bring a 
more beautiful future for humanity in recompense for the 
sufferings of thousands of years/ With these words the Colonel 
turned his eyes heavenward again. 'And the men who carried 
on this war— such men they were! What are the heroes of 
antiquity compared with these magnificent and yet so piain 
characters? Thosc were divine hours ! Indeed, divine hours, 
young man.' He took off his hat. and while he held it in his 
hand, he looked as though his glance wanted to penetrate the 
heavens. The young man had followed his example, and even 
the oarsmen stopped with bent-over bodies. 'Washington and 
Green, and LaFayette, that wonderful Frenchmen ! and Steu- 
ben, the magnificent Prussian ! And DcKalb, the kind, good- 
natüred DeKalb ! They were men innocent as children.' " 

«Morton, pt. I. pp 79-81. 

7 Cf. Jcffcrson, Writings, v. II, p 466, to Major-General Baron 
Stcuben in Council Fcbruary 24th, '81— "Sir, I have reeeived repeated 
Information that the nakednevs of the rrülitia in service ncar W'msburg 
and want of shoes is such as to have produced murmurings almost 
amounting to mutinies, and that tlierc is no hope of being able longer 
to keep them in Service." 
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Officers as well as enlisted men suffered great privations ; 
even the General's staff was satisfied with the very least. The 
quarters of the chief and his staff were usually in a barn ; they 
were not elegant quarters with generals abounding in gold, 
with staff officers, and with all the luxury of an arrogant 
soldiery of some monarch. '"There was need of the most 
necessary commodities, but especially of gold, and still worse, 
the colonies groaning in pains of labor, had no credit." But 
at that time noble France raised her voice, and lent an arm 
to the brave fighters, whose strength was almost exhausted." 
lü "Yes, they were days of sorrow, those days of '80 and '81. 
when the fathers of the new liberty looked over toward the 
East, with hearts sickened by anxiety and fear ! Their arms 
were almost lamed, their swords had become dull in the five 
years' struggle. They fought like men; but even men will 
finally fall before a greater power; and that power was ter- 
rible. Noble France then raised her powerful voice, and like 
a sister held out her hand to the exhausted swimmer — the 
worn-out warrior. 11 That the thirteen stars at that time rose 
victoriously through the clouded skies, we may still, without 
diminishing our own greatness, thank that great nation. Yes, 
mankind may thank her for it." 1 * 

The war was finally won. The colonies had freed them- 
selves from their mother country — freed, politically only; 
commercially they remained dependent upon Great Britain for 
a good many years. There were no industries to speak of, 

■ Morton, pt. I, p. 82. 

9 Bülow, D. von, Der Freistaat von Nord-Amerika, v. I, p. 76, states 
that in 1779 American money was worth one-tenth of its nominal valuc. 

10 Ralph Doughby, p. 50. 

« Cf . Carpenter, W. H. History of New York, "Vergennes, actuated 
less by a love of liberty than by a desire to sever from Great Britain 
her noblest dependencics, expressed his willingness to enter upon 
treatics of friendship and commerce and of defensive alliance. On the 
8th (6th!) of February(1778)these treaties were concluded."— The text 
of the treaty is appended in Dubuisson, Paul Ulrich, Abrtge de la Re- 
volution de Mmerique Angloise . . . par M***, Americain, n. p. 1778. 

12 For an aecount of the first federal government, its dissolution, 
the Convention of 1787, and the new Constitution, see Pflanzerleben, dl 
II, pp. 142-145. 
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and there was no money to cstablish them. The states were 
poor, the inhabitants were poor. The miscry prevailing amongst 
the people was inconccivable. Colone! Isling describes a Stretch 
of land in Pennsylvania with the following words: ""There 
were caves, not evcn huts, without doors and Windows, built 
of untrimmcd logs, chimneys made of rocks placed upon each 
other, inhabited by nien who resemblcd savages morc than 
Citizens of a great rcpublic, which had just freed itself from 
the most powerful nation in the world; during the winter 
clothed in hides; blackened with smoke and soot, during the 
summer half naked. Everybody congregated there — Amer- 
icans, Englishmcn, Scotch, Irishmen, but above all, Germans." 
England out of pure derision— because she knew that the 
young Republic had no money, — gave her one banquet after 
another, and the poor gucsts could not even feast her in return. 
Now a German, General Steuben, gave proof of the stuff of 
which he was made. He sold all jewelry and family silver 
to banquet the enemies of his adopted fatherland. 14 "Wonder- 
ful Steuben ! He died, and the country remained his debtor." 

The next great historical event discussed in the works of 
Sealsfield is the Louisiana purchase." He considers the 
Louisiana territory the cradle of a large western empire, 
"which the tireless hand of man will erect there." It is ex- 
tremely important to see what a wonderful future some trav- 
elers of Sealsfield's time predicted for the Mississippi valley." 

" Morton, pt. I, p. 122. 

14 This seems to be fiction. Steuben communicated little with his 
relatives in Prussia, and was most prohably not in possession of family 
iilver and jewelry. Hc lived in comparatively medioere circumstanccs 
and was ofien obliged to appeal to Congress for back pay. In fact the 
governtnent never did reward him fairly for his Services as drill master 
of the entire revolutionary forces. Although he possessed little, he was 
kind and generous. The culogy chisseled into a stone platc on the 
Lutheran Church in Nassau Street, New York, ends with the following 
words: "His hands, open as day to melting charity, closed only in the 
grasp of death." — Cf. Kapp, Friedrich, Steuben's Lehnt, pp. 526-546. 

1B In Der Legitime, pt. II, p. 125, Sealsfield gives briefly the history 
of this territory. 

»• Duke Bernhard, Reise, v. II, p. 121, believes that St. Louis will 
some time be the metropolis of a large empire. Duke Bernhard had in 
mind a Separation of the western states such as Aaron Burr had con- 
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Our author is interested in the ethnic study, although he fully 
realizes the commercial importance of the purchase." 

Surely it must be interesting to observe how this trans- 
ference affects the inhabitants of the ceded territory. Will 
there be conflicts between them and the Americans, who are 
of such a different nature, or will they intermarry readily? 
In the second part of this work, where different national 
types are characterized, there will be an opportunity to treat 
this qucstion more fully. May the following excerpt suffice 
for the present. It teils us of Louisiana's (the state's) rela- 
tion to the United States during the first ten years, especially 
at the time of the second war with England. ""Although 
the change which was experienced by the inhabitants of 
Louisiana on aecount of her union with the States was con- 
siderable, it could only be noticed in a greater activity in mak- 
ing land arable and in commercial enterprises; the colonists 
of former days took little or nothing of the manly, independent 
spirit of the Americans ; their slavishly ruined spirit had with- 
drawn from the superior, more enlightened northern Citizen, 
who, it is true, often expressed this superiority too rudely and 
without restraint. Even the better class of Creoles was not 
immune to the prejudice against their new fellow Citizens, 
and, comparing their Situation with that of the sharply out- 
lined and straight-forward American, they were so much 
more displeased with their position since they, being indiffer- 
ent to public life because they were used to compulsory Service, 

templated. Yct the desire to have the national capital in the Mississippi 
valley did not vanish— Cf. Reavis, L. U.. A change of national empire; 
or arquments in favor of the removal of the national capital from 
Washington City to the Mississippi Valley. St. Louis, Missouri, 1869.— 
Marryat. Frederick, Diary, Ser. II, v. I, p. 156. "What will he the con- 
sequence, when the western states hecome. as they assuredly will, so 
populous and powerful, as to control the Union?" — Heeren. A. H. L.. 
Europe and its Colonies, v. II. p. 187. "What a prospect for the future." 
— Grund. Francis. Die Aristokratie in Amerika, pt. II, p. 2.17. "The 
West, not the East, turbid with European vision, is destined finally to 
rulc the country."— Etc., etc. 

17 Die Vereinigten Staaten, p. 16X1. "Only this purchase can give to 
the American merchant an independence and patriotism which he did 
not possess tili now." 

" Der legitime, pt. II, pp. 134-135. 
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prcdictcd only disorder and anarchism in thc new boundlcss 
liberty. But since these fears were not realized during the 
ten years of tliis unrcstraincd freedom, and since they gradual- 
ly Icarned to appreciate the advantagcs which resulted from 
the union with this power fully thriving republic, they attached 
thcmselves with more determination to the common interest, 
and did not hesitate to contribute to the defence of the country. 
This was the bettcr class ; thc lower class of inhabitants to 
which these advantagcs appeared to be disadvantages, cou!d 
scarcely hide their joy ovcr the arrival of the enemy ; and they 
hatcd much more the northern Citizens who looked down upon 
thcm with arrogance than they hated the English whose Com- 
ing they expected to result in a change and humiliation of 
the proud republicans." 

Thus we have arrived at the war of 1812-1814. This 
war serves as a substratum for Der Legitime. James Hodges, 
one of the main characters, is rridshipman on a British 
frigate, which had entered the Mississippi delta. He Icses his 
way during a fishing and hunting expedition, and reaches 
Tokeah's settlement. After a stay of about a week he at- 
tempts flight, dressed in Indian costume. The Americans 
take him prisoner and accuse him of having concluded alli- 
ances with Indian tribes (as history records repeatedly). 
Now we have an opportunity of seeing a militia battalion drill 
to enter the lines of combat. Lct us look at them through the 
eyes of our Briton. He sees men and boys dressed in old 
garments, equipped very poorly, and maneuvering most awk- 
wardly. He smiles as he becomes doubly sure of victory on 
the British side. But — they begin rifle practice, and things 
look different. The first man cries : "second from the top," and 
hits the nail at which he aimed from a distance of fifty feet. 
After dark, candles are extinguished in the same manner. 
Now James Hodges is less optimistic, and still less so aftcr 
he sees the morale, enthusiasm, and determination of the 
American soldiers. In the third part of the novel we hear 
the last decisive battles being fought at a distance. The victors 
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teturn and rejoice over having gained a second time what Eng- 
land begrudged them— frecdom of the seas. 

Now the Texas revolution in the years 1834-1836. A 
chapter of one hundred and twenty pages in the Kajütenbuch, 
entitled Der Krieg, gives a detailed description of the rebellion. 
But before we come to this chapter we know that something 
is about to happen. Colonel Edward Morse teils us how the 
Alcalde confided to him the fact that the Mexican province 
of Texas was preparing to secede. The Alcalde does every- 
thing in his power to influence the jury not to condemn a 
dangerous criminal by name of Bob Rock, and after his at- 
tempts have been in vain he secretly cuts the rope by which 
the murderer is suspended from a live-oak. He needs this 
ruftian in the approaching revolution, when he shall atone for 
his crime by serving his country to gain liberty. It would 
not be fair to apply our ideas of right and wrong to a civiliza- 
tion which is as different from ours as night from day. The 
worth of a man's life depends upon its usefulness to society. 
The Alcalde expresses this very clearly in the following 
words 10 : "Here a man's life is worth twice as much as up in 
the States and tv.enty times as much as in old England, where 
it has scarccly any value at all, and where a fellow is hanged 
for stcaling a sheep.*" He could steal here an entire herd 
of cattle and would bc whipped at the most." 

A man of the western plains lives a life different from that 
of an casterner. He is forced to do so by the very nature of 
the country ; but he also looks at things differently. It seems 
that the clear, pure atmosphere of the desert and prairie land 
gtves a wider ränge to his vision and makes him feel himself 
closer to his Creator, enabling him to cast a glance into the 
works of God. Again the Alcalde : 2, "But in the prairie . . . 
you perceive things in quite a different light than in towns, for 
cities are built by the hands of man, and poisoned by man's 

19 Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 222. 

20 Cf. Archenholz, J. W. v\, Annah n der britischen Geschichte, 1790, 
v. V, p. 150. 

21 Kajütenbuch. P t I, pp. 207-208; Cf. ibid. pp. 208-209. 
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brcath; but the prairies are created by God's hand, and an- 
imated by His spirit. And this pure spirit enlightens wonder- 
fully your view, which becomes so sad in the smoke of cities. 
It is a beautiful thing, this enlightening, when the corrupt, 
pestilential smoke disappears, and you can look to the very 
bottom of truth, and can see how the great Regent above 
makes use of the most desperate elements for his most beauti- 
ful and magnificent works, even of incarnate devils who rage 
there as if they were just emerged from hell." 

And these incarnate devils are needed to win battles, and 
make history, "for states and empires are not founded from 
the pulpit nor from the lecture desk — they are founded on 
the battlefield — through open, brutal force." In the same 
way the Normans, pirates as they were, defeated the Anglo- 
Saxons and thus laid the foundation to one of the largest 
empires of the world by inocculating them with a goodly degree 
of rapaciousness and pugnacity." 

Now to the description of the war itself. Here Sealsfield 
depicts historic scenes, some of which, "for example the skirm- 
ish on the Salado River, the siege of Bexar, the decisive battle 
near Louisburg, are taken from the State archives at Wash- 
ington," as the author teils us in the introduetion to the Cabin 
book." In these prefatory remarks our attention is directed 
to the historic value of the novel. Sealsfield intends to ""por- 
tray to the world the history of the period (the book appeared 
in 1841) and its most important momenta in vivid, plastic 
pictures." Such a historical event he has pictured in the 
Cabin book. "The instant of founding a new Anglo-Amer- 
ican State upon Mexican soil, the moment where the Germanic 

22 Ibid., pt. I. The Normans and their history and influence upon 
the English character seera to be a hobby of the Alcalde. This again 
shows that Sealsfield was influenced in his history of philosophy by 
Herder, who in his Ideen, p. 372 ff., 380, 515 ff., attaches much import- 
ance to the advantageous mixture of Norman and Anglo-Saxon blood, 
which, signifkant even in a distant future, has given the English people 
its characteristic features. 

28 A Statement somewhat doubtful I Cf. Kajütenbuch. pt. II, p. 117. 
— Cf. Ehrenberg, H. f Fahrten und Schicksale eines Deutschen in Texas. 

m Kajütenbuch, Introduetion, p. 8. 
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race has oncc more made way for herseif at the cost of the 
mixed Roman race, and has canried out the founding of a 
new Anglo- American State. They were the roughest leather- 
jackets who harbored the wärmest hearts, the most iron will, 
who wanted great things, and who obtained these great things 
with the smallest means, who obtained religious and political 
freedom, who founded a new State, which, how unimportant 
it may seem at present, is certainly destined for great things."" 

The Student of history is well aware of the fact that in 
former times such wars established hereditary monarchies: 
the strengest, the Commanders were not only crowned with 
the wreath of victory, but with the crown of sovereignty as 
weil." Here the State attached itself to the Union, and thus 
became a member of a great democracy. 

So far there are three outstanding figures in the political 
history of the United States: Washington, Monroe, Jefferson. 
The former is heralded as the hero of the revolution, the gen- 
eral who led the colonies to victory and thus freed them from 
the English yoke. At the very bcginning of his Vereinigte 
Staaten, Sealsneid enters upon Washington's principles as to 
relations with other powers. He considers them the only 
means by which the states, which already are an "interesting 

™Ibid., pt. II, p. IIS. 

26 Cf. Herder, Ideen, pt. I, pp. 377-378. "Other reasons must have 
heen present which introduced hereditary monarchies amongst men, 
and history does not conceal these reasons : Who gave Germany her 
govcrnments, who gave them to civilized Enrone? War. Nomadic 
hordes and harharians invaded that continent, their Commanders and 
nobility dividcd the land and the people amongst themselves. Thus 
originated principaüties, fieves ; thus came into existence the villanage 
of subjugated peoples. The conquerors were the possessors, and what- 
ever changes have taken place since that time, they were always decided 
throußh revolution, war, agreement of the powerful ; always we notice 
the right of the strong. By this royal path history marches on, and 
facts of history cannot be denied. What subjected the world to Rome? 
Greece and the Orient to Alexander? What founded all great mon- 
archies as far back as Gesostris and the joyous Semiramis. and what 
shattered them? War. Violent conquest took the place of law, which 
later became law through superannuation, or, as our teachers of potitic- 
al science call it, through a silent contract, but the silent contract in this 
case is nothing but that the stronger takes what he pleases and that the 
weaker gives or suffers what he cannot alter." 
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spcctacle for the thinking world," could obtain independencc, 
power, and wealth. The Monroe doctrine goes a Step farther. 
It makes known that the Union will not suflFer intervention 
of any sort in South American affairs. This act Sealsfield 
considers the certificate of majority. 27 "Her (the Union's) 
infancy is over. The nation has reached the year of majority. 
She has feit it and has put it before the eyes of the world. 
In the Statement of President Monroe in his message of 1824 
. . . . the nation has expressed her views and she has the 
means in hand to make her words effective if she desires." 
But now, Jefferson: He is proclaimed the disciple of Democ- 
racy— the first democratic President, a man whom the author 
admired, whose works he studied, and whose views he 
preached. A conversation between the Alcalde and Colonel 
Morse" concerning this great statesman goes as follows: 
" 'Jefferson, if he still lived, would not have much pleasure 
in the fruits of his democracy'. . . . 'He would have all the 
pleasure . . . which a man can have who sees the principles 
which he carried out with an iron hand increase luxuriantly 
— perhaps a little too luxuriantly. Our people's principle of 
sovereignty, d'ye understand, wants pruning, like a tree shot 
up too fast ; but to him belongs the glory of having raised it. 
True, he is wished to the bottom of hell for it by our would-be 
aristocrats; no wonder! He overturned their apostles, the 
Hamiltons and Adamses — went the whole hog with them. But 
'twas necessary, most necessary with people who carried them- 
selves so egotistically as the federals of that time, who thought 
the revolution was only fought for them, and that the millions 
had staked property and life in order to exchange the English 
yoke for theirs; and they would have succeeded, I teil you, 
had it not been for Jefferson. But Jefferson was vigilant, 
and though Jefferson had his faults as a man, as a statesman 
he was one of the greatest that ever put his hand to the ship 
of State. Never has anyone so entirely comprehended the 
spirit of democracy, her nature, her fructifying power, and 

27 Die Vereinigten Staaten, Introduction. 
2« Kajütenbuch, pt. I, pp. 179-180. 
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brought thc triumphal chariot of man to advance so fast. The 
United States owe it to him that they will be in less than 
fifty years the greatest nation on the earth, that already they 
are spread, and firmly rooted, over half the world. It was he 
who opened to the people the sluices and dams in which the 
Hamiltons and the Adamses thought to pen them. Was just 
the man we needed then ; his was the true principle.' " 

We have seen how the colonists redeemed the land with 
the plough, and how they kept what they had gained through 
never-ceasing toil and hardship. Then they feit streng enough 
to revolt against additional burdens laid upon them by their 
mother country. They were victorious and thus established 
political freedom.*' But what is this political freedom com- 
pared with their social liberty! Their common sacrifices 
brought common rewards. All became free men, masters over 
themselves, with no one above. History had never before 
seen such an example, at least not on so large a scale. The 
Squire, one of the main characters in the last part of Der 
Legitime, expresses this to James Hodges in the following 
words: "We have made our conquests from a few hundred 
thousand Indians, and with our plow; the first disappeared 
through their own guilt, the second conquest makes all — all 
who are Willing to work — independent men, who can and shall 
have a word to say in matters of their country." M 

»Der Legitime, pt. II, p. 249. 
»Ibid., pt. III, p. 296. 



Chapter IV. 

LIBERTY AND EQUALITY. 

The two wars with England had not only liberated the 
states politically, but had also laid the corner stone for social 
frecdom of the country. AU had helpcd to throw off the yoke 
—all should eat of the fruits of civil liberty. 

Were the Americans ready for this liberty? Could they 
enjoy it sensibly ? Or did the goddess of liberty answer the 
beckoning of a people that could not hold her? In the fifth 
chapter of Pflanzerleben, entitled in the English translation 
Uncle Sam and his Democracy, we read the following answer: 
*"No ! The great book of the past, and even of the present, 
shows on every page that the goddess of liberty is not a light, 
flower-encircled coquette, with whom poets and malicious 
fanatics amuse our senses — a voluptuous beauty, who, in a 
burst of passion gives herseif up to the first ruffian she en- 
counters. She is a stern woman, advanced in years, with a 
motherly, nay, even a severe countenance; with a bonnet on 
her head resembling the southwester of a mariner,» and refer- 
ring less to grace and to elegant manners, than unwearied 
exertions ; a pious dame, averse to folly and play, matron-lilce, 
watchful night and day, ever glancing suspiciously around her, 
guarding her hearth and household, and always conscious of 
her dignity. Uninvited she enters your domicile, if in you 
she beholds the virtues she esteems; but turos her back on 
you at the instant you heed not her warning voice, and roll 
the bürden of your household on the Shoulder of a hi^eling." , 

» PfUmzcrleben, pt. I, pp. 281-282. 

2 This is "Liberty" as she appears on contemporary coins. 

* Cf . Brauns, E. L., Ideen, p. 753. There one obtains liberty, which 
is the most predous possession of this worldly life for the intelligent. 
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Tinning from thc abstract and ideal, wc shall quote the 
description of a Stretch of land in Pennsylvania, the abode 
o£ this goddess. It is quite characteristic of Sealsneid to 
change suddenly from a decp reflective passage, occasionally 
very abstract, sometimes adorned with beautiful metaphors or 
even veiled in symbolism, to a little sketch roughly outiined, 
but here and there containing the varied and true coloring of 
a realist. *"This part has a touch of republican equaltty as 
even in this country of freedom cannot be found often. At a 
nrst glance we notice that it is a free citizen's country, not 
only on paper, but also in reality. In its development and 
civilization there existed not even the slightest pressure from 
above. There are no Castles, no palaces, the battlements of 
which glare far into the land, but neither are there any huts 
which sigh under their protection ; there is not even the mock- 
ing mansion of a stiff, pious Yankee, who in his heart thanks 
God that he is not like unto his southern neighbor; we see 
nothing but piain yeoman seats, which by hundreds and thou- 
sands are connected like links of an immeasurable chain, and 
look so much more pleasant, since they, as a rule are inter- 
rupted by fields, meadows and often patches of forest, and thus 
resemble a trcmendous park in which hundreds of thousands 
of human beings enjoy life. This view is the prose, the solid, 
vigorous prose of our Union." 

The following pages will show what virtues and social 
preconditions must have existed to bring about this vigorous 
outburst. Lomond, the old English money tyrant, an extreme- 
ly interesting character in the second part of Morton, says to 
the young American envoy and tool of Stephen Girard: 
*"Upon your soil, young man, is the citadel which defends the 
harbor, in the bosom of which the treasures of the entire world 
can lie in security. Upon your soil the mightiest despot is 

but a vain dream picture, and often even a sad gift, for the immoral 
ose, the enthuiiast, and the fool, which makes him unhappier than the 
moat severe slavery." In his Skissen, p. 3, he rejoices over the "highly 
recreating view of a rejuvenated mankind." 

« Morton, pt I, pp. 116-117. 

* Ibid, pt II, p. 114. 
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weaker than the tiniest wholesale dealer. Therc is the dam 
on which arbitrariness is broken ; there is the focus where the 
rays unite, and whence they are reflected, there is the rock 
against which all rulers would break their skull s, whence must 
come the freedom of the world and the security of property; 
not that Jacobinic liberty of fools and bloodhounds — but the 
freedom of the individual and security of possession; and 
these are the bases of all true liberty." 

It is especially security of property which Sealsneid men- 
tions as being the fundamental prerequisite of true social free- 
dom. Hereupon rests personal liberty. It is dependent upon 
the former. The author is thinking of landed property, as we 
can see in the following quotation : «"Property, and especially 
landed property . . . is a base, the solidity of which gives a 
hold even to the dullest brain, which the intelligent non-prop- 
erty holder assumes in vain." This possession is free f rom taxes 
and tributes. It is a patch of primeval forest whereupon an 
active man has settled and which he through continuous 
struggling with the wildemess has finally wrested out of her 
hands and changed into a beloved homestead. The estate is 
sacred to the owner. It is sacred also to others; no one will 
touch it, for everyone knows how dear it has become to the 
possessor through the years of toil. As long as everyone lives 
on his own land and raises upon it the food for the family, 
he can live independently. No one can abuse him for his 
debts, and lower him to the position of a slave, as was the 
case in former times. General Washington says that the 
colonies were not only fighting for individual freedom, 
but also for security of property. Colonel Isling teils us of 
an incident that he witnessed in the quarters of the chief of 
staff. The staff officers had taken a duck from a farmer boy 
and had already put it on the spear for roasting when Wash- 
ington came in. He looked serious, paid the boy, who stood in 
a corner crying, the price of the duck and then tu med to his 
staff with these words: "I request you not to overlook in the 
future that we are not only fighting for our inborn liberty, but 

• Virty, pt I, p. 318. 
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also for the principle of security of property." 7 Quite similar 
are the following words f rom Nathan : 8 "Our principles have 
ever been, and ever will be, the principles of freemen: inde- 
pendence of persons and property." 9 Stephy (Stephen Gir- 
ard) maintains 10 that the Greeks did not know the principle 
of security of property as well as do the Americans. 11 

But what are the economic prerequisites of this sacred- 
ness of possession, the "basis of republican Community wel- 
fare?" As we have mentioned above, it presuppose.« 
landed property which yields to the owner all he needs. 1 * 

The wealth of the United States and the comfort of her people 
is compared with that of European countries and their inhab- 
itants in the following passage: ""Everywhere a certain 
wealth is noticeable, which is solid, for it rests upon a firm 
foundation, the incontestable right of possession of the in- 
dividual. 14 The righteous, intelligent and alert man lives 
nowhere as comfortable, free and happy, as in America." 13 
Where people live upon their own, free inheritance, often far 
away from neighbors, there the individual man is thrown 

I Morton, pt. I, p. 88. 
» Nathan, p. 229. 

»Cf. Pflanzer leben, pt. I, p. 252. 
io Morton, pt. I, p. 191. 

II Grund, Francis, Aristokratie, pt. I, p. 83, speaking of Irish and 
German immigrants; "Sincc they were slavcs all their life, they set 
an extraordinary high pricc upon abstract liberty, without knowing the 
significance of property."— Cf. Grund, Die Amerikaner, p. 147. 

12 Duden, Gottfried, Reise, p. 32. "That, especially in the interior, 
few thefts are committed, has the samc reason why one docs not meet 
with beggars. It is easicr to obtain one's sustenance in a difterent 
manner." — Cf. Ibid., p. 124. — Cf. Warden. D. B., Account of 
the United States, v. I, p. 21. 

»» Vereinigte Staaten, p. 201. 

" Cf. Murray, C. A., Travels in North America, v. II, pp. 297-298. 
"Pauperism, that gaunt and hideous spectre, which has extended its 
desolating maroh over Asia and Europe, destroying its victims by 
thousands. even in the midst of luxury and wealth, has never yet car- 
ried its ra vages into the United States." 

16 Cf. Duden, Gottfried, Reise, p. 289. — Cf. American Hisiory, 
No. 28, "Spirit of American Dcmocracy, by Marquis de Chastellux." — 
Cf. Ibid., No. 12, "Characteristics of America, by Benjamin Franklin." 
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upon his own resources ; he must govern himsclf and his house 
alone. Sealsneid maintains" that a true republic is dependent 
upon "self-government of each individual Citizen," and that 
this self-government needs again a high degree of political 
enlightenment which must be distributed over the entire na- 
tion." Elsewhere, 18 asking himself the question if Austria 
is ripe to obtain a Constitution and to use it effectively, he 
answers with the following: "A Constitution whether extorted 
by the force of arms f rom a weak prince, or whether the free 
gift of a sovereign, will sleep and not be properly enjoyed 
until the materials for its proper use are ready for it : a pro- 
portionale division of property and intellectual light." A 
similar Statement we hear from the Conde." He advises 
against the battering down of the Mexican institution, because 
the people, as did the Hebrews at one time, has to wander 
through a long desert of suffering and need before it reaches 
the land of enlightenment, the only land where true liberty 
can dwell. 

But where is this land of enlightenment? Can it be 
reached through study? Is the road paved with books and 
scientific investigations? No, for the Germans possess this 
sort of knowledge without political enlightenment: a newly 
discovered Minnelied makes them forget everything ; ao they 
are attracted by crumbling bones, old inscriptions and rocks." 
"They know the entire world, the history of all nations, only 
their own is locked with seven seals. They know themselves 
and their own history less than they know the Hottentots."" 
The Germans lack the faculty of judgment ; they need a goodiy 
portion of commonsense to see behind the intrigues of the 
grandees. It is political enlightenment which must precede 



1« Virey, pt. III, p. 306. 

« Cf . Vereinigte Staaten, p. 78. 

18 Austria, p. 154. 

»• Virey, pt II, p. 243. 

*> Austria, p. 14. 

n Süden und Norden, pt. I, p. IIS. 
**Ibid. 
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civil enlightenment, and this political enlightcnment is an cx- 
clusive possession of the Amcricans. In the introduction to 
Der Legitime, Sealsneid calls the Americans the indisputably 
most enlightened people in politics; and Lomond speaks of 
them as a people who concern themselves with politics at an 
earry age and therefore become men when still rather y ourig. 
Sealsfield's views are quite similar to those of Jefferson" 
quoted below. Only stupid people allow themselves to be 
fooled by others. In fact they need a bellwether, whom they 
blindly follow, for they cannot and must not judge for them- 
selves. If they did, they would undoubtedly look behind the 
scenes and see there the machinations of the rulers, and a de- 
termined will, which according to Sealsneid keeps pace with 
enlightenment, would soon take the reins out of their hands. 
Stephy teils us" : "The more stupid men are the more easily 
they are kept in leading strings, therefore the Cossacks are the 
very best subjects," and farther on he says: "A discerning 
nation is hard to rule — i. e., to tarne." Again Lomond: "Do 
you know who are the pillars of monarchies and aristocracies ? 
The Croatian, the Cossack, the London populace, the Paris 
Canaille. " As long as you cannot make an enlightened Ameri- 
can out of a Russian serf, honest Citizens out of the Paris 
canaille, freeholders out of the London populace, they must 
have strong governments for the protection of good Citizens, 

»Jefferson, Writings, v. IV, pp. 268-269, to George Wythe, August 
13, U6. "I think by far the most important bill in our whole codc is 
that for the diffusum of knowledge among the people. No other surc 
foundation can be devised for the preservation of freedom and hap- 

piness Preach, my dear sir, a Crusade against ignorance, establish 

and improve the law for educating the comn lon people. Let our 
countrymen know that the people alone can protect us against thcse 
evils, and that the tax which will be paid for this purpose is not more 
than the thousandth part of what will be paid to kings, priests, and 
nobles who will rise up among us if we leave the people in ignorance." 
— Again, Ibid., p. 480, to James Madison, December 20, '87. "Above 
all things I hope the education of the common people will be attended 
to; convinced that on their good sense we may rely with the most 
security for the preservation of a due degree of hberty.** 

24 Morton, pl. I, pp. 190-191. 

20 Duden, Gottfried, Reise, p. 125, speaking of autoeraey, says : 
"But whcre is the material for it in America. . . . There exists up to this 
timc little pooulace." 
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and these good Citizens will support their government, nolentes 
volentes — for their own existence depends upon it." 28 Thus 
Sealsneid correlatcs the strength of a government and the 
stupidity of its subjects. A strong government can only arise 
where the subjects possess no enlightenment. Therefore it is 
naturally the endeavor of a ruler to keep his subjects in the 
dark, for his very existence depends upon it." This the author 
expresses clearly at an occasion" when he speaks of the 
Austrians: "Their faults are those of thoroughly spoiled 
children, kept in ignorance of their rights by a demoralizinq 
guardian, who wishes to prolong his tutorship." 

This general enlightenment combined with landed 
property constitutes the third condition which, according to the 
author, is a basic factor of a healthy republic : America has no 
populace. 20 The Conde 80 admires the great republic of the 
North, because there the potter can be taken from his clay, the 
tarmer from his plough, and be put to the rudder of the ship 
of State, "because in this country no one is gigantically great, 
nor are there any small as worms." In Der Legitime* 1 Seals- 
field attributes the fact that the American people have such a 
high degree of seif esteem to the absence of a real populace. 

But where does the American obtain this knowledge of 
politics, the power to partake in the great events of the State? 
The main 'source is the press. This Sealsfield expresses in the 
following words: ""Of the most important bulwark of a 
nation's liberty, the freedom of the press, no people make a 
more extensive use than the Americans," and farther on : "The 

*• Morton, pt. II, p. 107. 
27 Awstria, p. 131. 
m Ibid., p. 196. 

» Heeren, A. H. L., Europe and its Colonies, pt. II, p. 84. "A 
country where exists no populace." — Brauns, E. L., Ideen, pp. 131-132. 
"In our population the rieh is neither presumptuous, nor is the poor 
unquiet; a populace in the true meaning of the word can hardly be 
found with us." 

80 Virey, pt. II, p. 242. 

« Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 66-67. 

82 United States, p. 113. 
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American attends to his newspaper not like thc German and 
the French, for Üie purpose of deriving a topic of conversation 
upon politics in which they have no concern, but for the regu- 
lation of his political and social life." Lomond, that Stepheu 
Girard type in England, says the following: ""They are the 
iruc mirror of our life, and give so much Information con- 
cerning our public life, whereas the papers of the rest of the 
constitutional world contain nothing but elaborate articles 
dictated by those in power, 39 a kind of bait, fishing hook and 
net in which the aristocrats and bureaucrats catch the half- 
witted people — they are all half-witted except ours — like cattle 
and robbins." And again we find in the German edition of 
Sealsfield's work about the United States following the passage 
quoted above f rom the English edition, the following : * 4 "To 
him the public papers are sample cards of the public and 
private life. That which in other states would be a crime, 
namely to obtain information upon the measures of his govern- 
ment, is his duty." No other government has so much interest 
as has the American, "to give the people the right views in 
every respect." 87 Everyone, even the wicked, can cxpress his 

"Morton, pt. II, pp. 47-48. 

85 Cf. Gall, Ludwig, Meine Auswanderung nach den Vereinigten 
Staaten, v. II, p. 132, has the same views on American newspapers — 
But to set the opinion of these two Germans off, we shall quote an 
Enghshman and an American whose works appeared several years 
later, when, perhaps, the press had become somewhat degenerated. — 
Marryat; Frederick, Diary, Ser. II, v. I, p. 176l "Every man in America 
reads his newspaper, and hardly anything eise; and while he considers 
that he is assisting to govern, those who pull the strings in secret and 
by flattering his vanity, and exciting his worst feelings, make him a 
poor tool in their hands. People are too apt to imagine that the 
newspapers echo their own feelings; when the fact is, that by taking in 
a paper, which uphokls certain opinions, the readers are, by daily 
repetition, become so impressed with these opinions that they have be- 
come slaves to them."— Ibid., p. 165. "A witty, but unprincipled states- 
man of our times, has said, that 'speech was bestowed on man to 
conceal his thoughts', judging from the prcsent condition, he might 
have added 'the press in America, to pervert the truth' ".—The last is 
a Quotation from James Fenimore Cooper, and can be found in his 
American Demo erat, p. 135, where he (pp. 128-135) describes the cor- 
ruption and tyranny of the press as being the very worst imaginable. 

*• Vereinigte Staaten, pt I, p. 93. 

Cf . Jefferson to Dr. Currie, Jan. 18, 1786. "Our liberty depends 
upon the free dorn of the press, and that cannot be limited without being 
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opinions in matters of politics and government. **"Therein lies 
the true spirit of a lifc of frecdom, that thc best as well as the 
worst type can assert itself in the struggle of opinions ; for the 
most venomous loses its poison when it is known and ap- 
preciated, and the purely rational alone arises and becomes a 
living principle." Nothing is more dangerous and can cause a 
quicker down fall of all social order than dorxnant brooding of 
the masses. Where there exists complete freedom of speech, 
there the will of the people is known. Nathan, the squatter 
chief, teils us in the somewhat curt manner characteristic of 
backwoodsmen : **"Are in a free country, men ! Is our land an 
asylum where anyone, I calculate, can express his opinion and 
inclination," and similarly, we read in Der Legitime: *°"We 
call our country free because anyone can openly State his 
opinion and may give expression to his thoughts freely." The 
voice of the people is sound and must be heeded. "Vox populi. 
vox Dei," says Howard, 41 and Colonel Morse teils us, 4a that the 
American spirit usually hits the nail on the head, that when- 
ever he listened to the voice of the people, he sueeeeded with 
his enterprises. Somewhere eise" Sealsneid says that thc 

lo«." Writings, v. IV, p. 132.— Heeren, A. H. L., v. II, p. 149. "And 
so it could final ly coene to pass that the question of the preservation 
of the states was connected with the question of the preservation of the 
freedom of the press." — Jefferson to Edward Carrington Jan. 16, 1786: 
"The people are the only censors of their governors; and even their 
errors will tend to keep these to the true principles of their institutions. 
To punish these errors too severely would be to suppress the only safe- 
guard of the public liberty. The way to prevent these irregulär inter- 
positions of the people is to give them füll Information of their affairs 
through the Channel of the public papers, and to contrive that those 
papers shall penetrate the whole mass of the people. The basis of our 
government being the opinion of thc people, the very first object should 
be to keep that right; and were it left to me to decide whether we 
should have a government without newspapers or newspapers without 
a government, I should not hesitate a moment to prefer the latter." 
Writings, v. IV. pp. 359-360. 

»* Der Legitime, pt. II, p. 237. 
»» Nathan, p. 266. 
40 Der Legitime, pt III, p. 144. 
« Ralph Doughby, p. 183. 
**Das Kojütenbuch, pt II, p. 63. 
« Nathan, p. 7. 

84 



Digitized by Google 



2>euifdj*«mert!antfdj<@efdjtdjUbIaiiet 

Amcricans arc proud to have* servants** in place o£ masters 
and rulers." 

The writer feels obliged to translate parts o£ a lengthy 
passage, an episode of the war of 1812, as an example of re- 
sistance of subordinates. This will show at the same time 
how the author interweaves truth and fiction in his novels 
and how he occasionally points out for the reader less familiär 
with history that this, or at Ieast a certain portion of it, is 
"really true."" 

A general (Jackson) has given order that a certain 
colonel shall join forces with his. The colonel does not act, 
but waits for the opinion of his subordinates. A little con- 
troversy ensues.* T 

The colonel begins : " 'My property is as dear to me as 
yours to you, for I have acquired it. But I should rather see 

. I 

** Our potentates were not the first to have called themselves 
servants. Frederick the Great, in whose State everyone should ob- 
tain eternal life in his own fashion, had also called himself the first 
servont of the statt. 

«Cf. Brauns, Ernst, Ideen, p. 573. "The govemments are the 
servants of the people and are considered so by the people. . . . and 
whereas in Europe the people depcnd upon the rulers, here the regents 
as such depend upon the good will of the people." — Again we must 
quote Jefferson with whom Sealsfield has so many ideas in common. 
As pointed out above, he had probably read and studied most of his 
writings.— Jefferson, Writings, v. III, p. 254. Notes on Virginia, Query 
XIV. The administration of justice and the description of the laws? 
"In every government on earth is some trace of human weakness, some 
germ of corruption and degeneracy, which cunning will discover and 
wickedness insensibly open, cultivate and improve. Every government 
degenerates when trusted to the rulers of the people alone. The people 
themselves are its safe depositories. And to render them safe, their 
minds must be improved to a certain degree." — And again Jefferson, 
who wants a little rebellion now and then to bring back lost health to 
the government Writings, v. IV, p. 370 to Mrs. John Adams. Feh. 
22, '87. "The spirit of resistance to government is so valuable on 
certain occasions, that I wish it to be always kept alive. It will often 
be exercised when wrong, but better so than not to be exercised at all. 
I like a little rebellion now and then. It is like a storm in the 
atmosphere." — Of the same Contents is a letter written to James 
Madison, Jefferson, Writings v. IV, pp. 362-363.-Cf. Melish, John, 
Travels, pp. 48-49. 

"Der Legitime, pt. II, p. 226ff. 

41 The whole is narrated by «he squire, one of the principal charac- 
ters in the last part of Der Legitime. 
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thc eoemy burn up all than have an iota of my rights curtailed. 
I helped to raise the country, and I want to lcave a free in- 
heritance to my childrcn. Wc have', he continued with em- 
phasis, 'met here lo keep the enemy from taking possession of 
our land as he threatened, but not to have our inbom rights 
snatched from us, and while we drive away one enemy, to have 
an incurable wound inflicted upon us by a more dangerous one, 
who forgets what he owes to himself and to his country, and 
who loses his head on account of a couple of thousand miser- 
able Britishers It is a question of abolition of all legal 

authority, centralization of all power in one person, a 
dictatorship de facto, and as Httle as it is dangerous in 
his hand, in another, more skillful and daring, it may become 
very dangerous.' Someone eise says: 'But does that deserve 
the name authority which exists only when there is no danger, 
and which is suspended and makes room for arbitrariness as 
soon as danger approaches. Does such an act not apparently 
show that we consider our free Constitution insufficient in days 
of danger, if the appearance of fifteen or twenty thousand 
enemies is enough to dissolve it? This is a blow to our 
national feeling which nothing can excuse, and which will 
leave a fatal festering and may become an example in future 
cases . . . .' They stepped into a boat which was awaiting 
them, and landed on the opposite shore where they took re- 
freshments, and went calmly and placidly to a meeting, which 
in another land might have cost streams of blood, and might 
have caused a revolution in the order of things; for this 
meeting aimed at nothing less than to set to rights a general 
blinded through the sovereign power given him by one of the 
chief executive officers of the country and to condemn his 
behavior before the whole nation. And all this at a time 
when the enemy had landed a big force upon the shore. But 
the Genius of this land is so marvelous, and the reasoning 
power is betrayed so plainly in eternal friction, that even the 
most threatening dangers cannot lead this public Genius 
astray. Slowly and thoughtfully, weighing all, he appears 
now apparently cold and heartless, moving on tediously as die 
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hands of a clock, now as a violent confusion of brooding 
passions and hateful selfishness ; but just from thesc activities 

arises a harmonic result which ties togcther millions 'Do 

not forget that these men, born Citizens, resident and esteetned 
Citizens, are now engaged in the execution of their sovereign 
rights, that they have to look out for interests for which it may 
be too late tomorrow. . Thus it is, and I believe that if the 
enemy should approach, this sovereign people would first ar- 
rive cautiously at their conclusions." 

The meeting is over. The resolutions having been handed 
to a captain, who is to take thetn to the commanding general, 
the colonel closes the discussion with the following words: 
"Listen, if five hundred, and tomorrow, a thousand Citizens 
pronounce a sentence in view of the entire nation, and put 
themselves at the same time under his (General Jackson's) 
command, then we hope this will be sufficient to open his eyes 
to the danger which he is approaching. And this, Captain, is 
our first duty. I can vouch that the Citizens will fulfill their 
second duty against the enemy below. He who fights with 
and for liberty is doubly sure of victory." 

**Then the squire teils us, that the general, who was 
prosecuted after peace was made, was fined two thousand 
dollars, and the author assures us of the veracity of his State- 
ments in the following words : "We do not believe it necessary 
to prove to our readers the fact which the squire has just 
related to us, and which, as we all know, terminated in finding 
the renowned victor guilty of infringement upon the Habeas 
Corpus act • 

* 

« Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 251-252. 

4 » Flint, History and Geography, p. 177. "His (Jackson's) conduet 
in proclaiming martial law (in New Orleans) and suspending the 
privilege of Habeas Corpus, removing some suspected Citizens and 
punishing some deserters with the last rigor of martial law, underwent 
a severe investigation, at the time, an investigation which subsequent 
dreumstances have renewed with increased asperity." — p. 176. "On the 
13th of the month peace was officially announced in the camp. On 
the 24th General Jackson was prosecuted for contempt of court at the 
suit of Judge Hall, and was cast in a fine of a thousand dollars." 
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But is populär will right? Docs the majority constitute 
the better half? What about the few wise men? Sealsfield 
apparently concerns himself little with these questions. True, 
at one time 60 he speaks of the government as becoming more 
mobocratic," but his criticism is by no means as severe as that 
of the men quoted below." 

Religious freedom is also an important factor of civil 
liberty. What were it if there existed no Ubcrty of creed ? 
"Religion and priests, or rather, superstition and monks, are 
not fit Instruments to nourish liberal and republican ideas."" 
Although Sealsfield does not accept a particular creed, he has 
a wonderful belief in a superior being; he attacks, however, 
carap-meetings, the constant Opposition between sects, ignorant 
men in the pulpit, et cetera. "Sacred 54 as religion is to me, 
and as it should be to every reflecting being, and much as I 
esteem freedom of conscience in every thinking person, this 
religious system of Opposition, the System adopted by our 

» Ralph Doughby, p. 182. 

H For the history of the word scc Murray, James, English Diction- 
ary on Historical Principles. 

52 Hodgson, Adam, Letters front North America, v. II, p. 165. "I 
had no idea of the dcgree in which popularity was made a primary and 
avowed object of pursutt here; nor of the extensive sacrifices of 
personal independence which are made at her shrine. In this free 
government many of the Senators and representatives are far less the 
servants than the slaves of their constituents, and they must be fond, 
indeed, of public honors and official Station, who are Willing to buy 
them at such a price." — Cf. Marryat, Frederick. Diary, Ser. II, v. II, 
p. 65. ". . . it is incredible how rapidly a man, unlcss he be of a superior 
mind, falls into nothingness in the United States when once he has 
dared to oppose the populär will. He is morally bemired, bespattered, 
and trod under foot, until he remains a lifeless carcass." — Ibid., 
Ser. II, v. II, p. 65. "Indeed no high-minded, consistent man will now 
off er himself, and this is one cause among many why Englishmen and 
foreigners have not done real justice to the people of the United States. 
The scum is uppermost. and they do not see below it. The prudent, 
the enlightened, the wise, and the good, have all retired into the shade, 
preferring to pass a life of quiet retirement rather than submit to the 
tnsolence of dictation o f a mob."— Cf. Ibid, Ser. I, v. I, p. 114. "The 
Americans fear public opinion beyond the grave." 

53 The United States, v. I« p. 45. 
M Pflanserleben, pt. I, pp. 63-64. 
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Methodists, Tunkers," Prcsbyterians, Quakers, et cetera, is 
hateful to me; the entire proceedings are carried on in a 
mercantile manner. Like agents the reverend gentlemen are 
distributed ; and individuals who, a few weeks before, perhaps. 
worked with the needle or the awl, now fiU the heads of our 
Indians and Negroes with their crude ideas — transforming 
them f rom simpletons to perfect fools. I have never yet found 
a Negro or Indian who had been improved or converted by 
the missionaries. I have due respect for the true spiritual 
vocation, and for those men who enter the wilderness to pre- 
pare our Indians for religious education by suitable employ- 
ment ; but spare me f rom these 'camp-meeting' preachers." 

Most of all religions 8 * he attacks Catholicism. Several of 
his works, especially those dealing with Mexico, contain long 
tirades against this all-enslaving, powerful institution. "What 
reasonable man would for a moment think of becoming a 
Catholic — of bending under a yoke which enchains and kills 
both body and soul." Somewhere eise 58 he calls Catholicism a 
religion for childhood and old age, of nations as well as of 
individuals; and again" he claims that a Catholic does not have 
any consideration for his religious convictions, for he is looked 
i<pon as a man who has not yet attained freedom of thought. 
Strange to say, Sealsfield, who at one time was secretary of a 
catholic order, sees in this church the most powerful enemy of 
mankind. She goes hand in hand with secular tyranny. Yes, 

" Baird, Robert, View of the Valley of the Mississippi, p. 327. "This 
sect (The Tunkers) has existed in this country since 1719. They 
have probably forty or fifty churches, principally in Pennsylvania and 
the western states." 

66 In Die Vereinigten Staaten, pp. 137-138, he describes Methodist 
revival mectings and some of their evil effects and ends his discussion 
with the statement that it was estimated that eighty illegitimate children 
owed their birth to those three nights.— Cf. Lieber, Francis, The 
Stranger in America, p. 304. "A camp-meeting is to me a most gloomy 
sight, and gives you <he clue to a number of phenomena in history, 
which otherwise would be nearly inconceivable by a sober mind." 

w Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 38.— Cf. Süden und Norden, pt. II, p. 356. 

M Süden und Norden, pt. I, p. 70. 

Vereinigten Staaten, p. 140. 
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she is even worse, i0 "for the grossest worldly tyranny will 
brighten up her black sidcs with flashcs of light; not so the 
ecclesiastical tyranny, which shuns the light and wants but 
darkness and slavery* 1 — yea, worse than slavery, the most de- 
grading self-humiliation. It is a bitter world irony, this 
predicate servus servorum Dei."** There is, however, another 
reason, why to Sealsfield the popish religion is especially odious, 
••"Much is due to the relation in which the church Stands to 
foreign countries. The American preacher recognizes the 
sovereignty of the people, the Catholic priest, that of the Pope. 
The American preacher has his mind set upon enlightening his 
congregation, the Catholic priest, upon keeping it in darkness ; 
the Catholic priest, usually Irish, is aristocratic, the American 
preacher, republican. In many states a Catholic meets with 
difficulties if he desires to obtain a public office." How the 
Catholic church tried to get a foothold in Texas by making 
land grants under the condition that the settler should adopt 
the Roman faith, and how she struggled to spread her all- 
protecting wings over the entire North, we can see in the 
following : 

" ,4 Obviously. . . the government of Mexico had in its plan 
for the colonization of Texas deeper motives, which sprung not 
out of Mexican, but out of much more dangerous heads ; the 
Romish priests were at the bottom of it . Texas, they thought, 
should not be merely a kind of outwork for the political union 
of the states of Mexico, but it should, with its mixed popula- 
tion, become a bulwark against the heretical union, a kind of 
Aying corps for the Catholic religion, which, in case of neces- 
sity should take the offensive against us, and bring into confu- 
sion our peaceful religious conditions. Rome had at that time 
very perceptibly a great deal to do with us and our Union. The 

«> Süden und Norden, pt. III, p. 153. 

Ä1 Channing, William Ellery, Works, p. 471. "Letter on Catholic- 
ism". . . "its great foe is the progress of society. The creation of dark 
times, it cannot stand before the light." 

«2 Cf. Süden und Norden, pt. III, pp. 48-49. 
**Die Vereinigten Staaten, p. 140. 
« Kajütenbuch, pt. I, pp. 35-37. 
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activity of her emissaries and pricsts was quite extraordinary 
— tbeir pious machinations and intrigues were everywhere to 
bc pcrccivcd. In many places in the North, cvcn in thc State 
of New York, cloisters and seminaries had been erected, and 
that so quickly and apparently by such powerful means as to 
create considerable surprise and astonishment. 65 . No one 
knew whence the supplies came. The American people, with 
that sure tact which always guides it, destroyed these hot-beds 
of Spiritual slavery ;•• but although the vermin then lef t us in 
peace in the North, they became all the more troublesome in 
the South. Was it likely that we, Citizens of the free, en- 
lightened, and powerful states of America, should permit that 
a neighboring government, which owed its very existence to us, 
and which a couple of our battalions could overthrow, should 
dictate to us laws, and prescribe what we should and what we 
should not believe? Should we not rather strain every nerve 
to nullify these arbitrary laws, framed by an insidious foreign 
policy, and to cause the stroke intended for us to fall upon the 
heads of those who aimed it ?" But this is by no means all that 
Mexico and her State church did to gain new subjects. When 
a criminal who had deserved the rope, and was without pro- 
tection, knocked at the door of a priest, the church offered him 
all he could wish for under one condition— he must become a 

M Cf. Heimi, Jobann Martin, Ein Blick ins Thal des Ohio oder 
Briefe über den Kampf und das Wiederaufleben der katholischen Kir- 
che im fernen Westen der Vereinigten Staaten Nordamerika' s, Mün- 
chen, 1836— Maes, Camillus, P., The Life of Reverend Charles Ner- 
inckx, Cincinnati, 1880. — Co pious notes on the Progress of Cotholicity in 
the United States of America from 1800 to i8iS.—Leopoldinen-St\ftung, 
Vienna, An Austrian Catholic Organization for the support of missions 
in America. — Channing, William Ellery, Works, p. 471. "Letter on 
Catholicism" : "We hear much of thc Catholic religion in the West, 
and of ks threatening progress."— Cf. Western Monthly Magatine, 
1835, v. III, pp. 375-390. "The Catholic Qaestion." 

w Ardy, E. S., Journal, v. III, pp. 258-259, teils of two convents, 
one at Boston, the other at Charleston, having been destroyed by mobs. 
— Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, pp. 314-315: "The convent at 
Boston, as far as I know, is not habitable. I am really not certain if 
that story of the burning is true. It was property, to be sure only 
property of the Romish high priest, but it was property all the same, 
and perhaps it was not right to lay waste to that holy seclusion for 
women; but those Romish priests bave such crafty ways. They have 
also built one of those tabernacles in Rockland County, where again 
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Catholic." Johnny, that outcast tavern keeper in the Kajüten- 
buch, takes his last refuge in a cloister and becomes one of 
the most dangerous enemies of Texas. 

We said above, that Sealsfield has a creed and a God ; but 
thcy are thosc of a man who has turned his back upon a 
powerful clerical institution, as he did at Prague, and has 
finally found his own God in the open, in His creation. It is 
the author who speaks through Colonel Morse when he was 
lost in the prairies of San Yacinto : 6 ""While I rode I prayed, 
and while I prayed, and the greatness of my Creator's mighty 
works passed before my eyes, I opened them wider than ever, 
that they might take their fill of the glories of nature. Glorious 
naturet The man who can stand on soil such as this, and not 
be penetrated with the power and majesty of God must indeed 
be a senseless animal. The God of Moses, who spake out of 
the burning bush, did not appear comparable to the God who 
here appeared to me pervading everything in the clear, im- 
measurable world. Never had He appeared so great to me 
before. I feit as though in His visible presence; His voice 
sounded in my ears, His magnificence surrounded me and 
filled my soul. Now that I had attained the end of my suffer- 
ing and my safety, I wished to enjoy a parting glance of Hirn 
and His magnificent work." 69 

The same revival he must have experienced in the 
Attacapas of Louisiana, for his words in Pflanzerleben' 0 ex- 
press the same conviction with just as much truthfulness and 
sincerity of feeling. Here, too, the immensity of nature and 
the pureness of the atmosphere leads back the wayward to the 
belief in Hirn. "Send the atheist for a month, but for a month. 
to our prairies and he will — nay, he must return a believer — 

the people put a stop to the fun. Am inclined to think the people were 
rigbt, and I am truly glad that these hotbeds of catholicism were burnt 
to *he ground, it's the shortest way ou< of it." 

™ Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 233. 

« Kajütenbuch, pt I, p. 73. 

e» Cf . Ibid., p. 76. 

TO Pflanierleben, pt. I, pp. 335-336. 
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a dcvout, a penitcnt believer!" Thus cnds the beautiful 

paSSagC. 

One should think that in a land where there ts much 
freedom of speech and action, there would exist no esteem 
for the law. But this assumption is pronounced erroneous by 
thc author." In George Howard, chapter II, we witness a 
little electioneering riot. The constable enters and all is quiet : 
"His appearance alone effected what a hundred body guards 
could not have accomplished — namely an immediate 
armistice." The call to peace in the name of the law had 
louched them all as though with a magician's wand." Compte 
de Vignerolle expresses the same in the following words: "It 
is truly said of your country, that it needs no police — each in 
habitant is a policeman."" The tarring and feathering which 
we witness in Nathan is an example of the people taking the 
law into their own hands. T4 . 

Sealsfield asserts that the Americans are mied by 
principlcs and axioms, and that hereupon is based their good 
conduct." "You must consider that with us — governed by no 
strong hand, no priests, no soldiers, no police, no army of civil 
and military office-holders, no king, who, by a lettre de cachet, 
can bury the scandal in a Bastille — I say, that we, who are in 
sorne sense governed by principles punish high treason against 
them, as severely as you punish high treason against your so- 
styled immaculate monarchs. Alas ! When these last and sole 
barriers shall be pulled down, we must sink into anarchy and 
dissoluteness far more horrible than that with which your 
sans-culottes are cursed." Similarly : T, "In a civil society like 
ours which is its own governor, where all are equal, we must 

" Cf. Lieber, Francis, The Stranger in America, pp. 31-34, praises 
obcdience to law of Americans. 

« Cf. George Howard, p. 33.— Die Vereinigten Staaten, p. 294. 
" Nathan, p. 10. 

14 Grund, Francis J., Die Amerikaner, p. 175, Claims that this 
typically American punishment was first used by Puritans on English 
cxcisc omcers in Boston and was there fore considered a patriotic act. 

™ Nathan, p. 330. 
Ibid., p. 322. 
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bc particularly cautious that these principles, on which 
morality is founded, be not outraged or impaircd." 

But Sealsneid realizes that thc wall which separates right 
(xora wrong is built only vcry Hghtly. ""This republican life 
is more difficult than any other, for the borderline of right is 
only lightly drawn, and is easily over-stepped if millions are not 
watching distrustfully." 

The American watches just as closely over his fatherland 
as he watches over his laws. "Patriotism is considered by 
Sealsfield a prerequisite to political and cultural growth o£ a 
country. It will soon make Uncle Sam master of the seas. 
I,4, Show them a British frigate", the author says, "and they 
will throw themselves against her, and break her, as a sturdy 
free man will break the arrogance of a dull serf." We see thi* 
spirit in Der Legitime, pt. II, where six thousand Americans M 
are victorious over the entirc British force. They "fought 
for their hearth, home and liberty, and this spirit is insur- 
mountable." In the Kajütenbuch* 1 we read of a similar 
patriotism and all-sacrificing courage. Seven thousand in- 
habitants" of Texas rise to shake off their heavy yoke. Al- 
though they become engaged in combat against thirty thousand 
well-trained Mexicans, they gain a final victory and thereby 
liberate their oppressed land. The patriotism of which we are 
lold in the case of General Steuben is also found in the common 
man, in every day life. George Howard shall be given an op- 
portunity to teil us about this sort of love for one's country : 

M "Shc (the country) is our bride, with whom we pass the 
honeymoon ; a cross look f rom a third persoo invariably spoih 

Tt Der Legitime, pt II, p. 237. 

W Herder, Ideen, pt II, p. 121, caUs patriotism and enlightenmeot 
the two poles "around which all human culture moves." 
n George Howard, pp. 32-33. 

80 A correct Statement of the strength of General Jackson's force; 
that of General Packenham is assumed to have been 10,000. 

W Kajütenbuch, pt II, pp. 1-121 (Der Krieg). 

•2 Qniy a yery smaU percentage of the men that fought the battks 
were Tcxana. 

« Ralph Doughby, pp. 8&-90. 
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our temper. No one but an American can understand this 
love. A foreigner calls it apish love ; he is annoyed at us i£ we 
prefer our bride to others ; he laughs and scorns us f or the love 
we bear our country, because it is entirely different from the 
love he feels toward his own, which he knows resembles the 
United States in no particular. We willüngly acknowledge 
this, for Uncle Sam's country is still a new property; it has 
none of the proud and f rowning Castles, the wide halls, beauti- 
ful parks, grottos, and Gothic cathedrals of old England. It 
has not the ivy-covered two-thousand-year-old obelisks, 
pantheons, and coliseums of the old Roman land and the 
delicious vineyards of la belle France; it is merely, as we said, 
a new property, with new buildings and new fields, only 
rccently redeemed from the wildemess, and where the cnaster, 
even had he been inclined, has not yet found time to think of 
halls, cathedrals, or grottos. In comparison with older 
domains this property is homely and piain, but more productive 
than many older ones which have been longer under cultiva- 
tion. In addition to this, it is our own property, our plantation, 
upon which we look with pride and love as a father does upon 
his family, and the household which he has laid out himself— 
planted his own trees, sown his own seed. Here we have a 
home upon which no debts, no taxes, and no duties rest ; a free- 
hold in every respect, which does not belong to great masters, 
emperors, kings, dukes, counts, or whatever they may be 
called; where we are not mere serfs, day laborers or tenants, 
who reside in a cellar or attic, from which we might any day 
be sent to Botany Bay or the Conciergerie, should we have a 
inind to kill a rabbit that sits in our way, or to call Johnny M a 
booby. It is our own property, and for that reason we love it, 
as a good, kind father is much more proud of his simple housc 
and field, which he raised and improved himself, than his rieh 
neighbor, who is merely a tenant of a rieh country-seat." 

Political equality, which Sealsneid lauds so much, has con- 
comitants in other phases of life. A demoeraey gives an equal 

M John Quiivcy Adams. 
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chance to all." Even the poor man oftcn competes success- 
fully in the commercial world, for in place of money and assets 
he may have personal qualities which lead him to success. 
Abilities and endowments, of which no one can deprive him, 
are as good as capital. Sealsfield maintains that our social 
Ii f e is based upon credit, which is "the anticipated reward of 
aciivity, merit, diligence, and perseverance."** Later there will 
be an opportunity to say more about credit; for the present 
only one more quotation from the author, who in our land of 
contrasts and extremities has assumed a language portraying 
the same characteristics, and sometimes expresses views that 
show fluctuations not less perceptible, and often makes State- 
ments which at first seem no less radical, thoughtless, and un- 
tounded. He says: ""Credit is the fundamental condition, 
the life of liberty, of rational, real liberty, of American libcrty, 
as it exists in no other country." 

Social equality aside from the commercial field rests upon 
one other factor. A poor illiterate Westerner may build his hut 
upon the land adjoining that of a rieh, well educated f armer. 
Both may be the only settlers for many miles around. Naturally 
they are somewhat dependent upon each other. ••"Thus with 
us, the points of social position touch each other; and, by 
continual contact, smooth each other's harsh and rough Cor- 
ners. The son of a Senator builds his hut on a piece of wood- 
land, which joins the property of a Scotch drover, whosc wife 
was probably the servant of the senator's daughter, who now 
meets her as a friendly neighbor, and returns every little 
civility with equal obligations. Thus necessity promotes with 
us, to a certain degree, that social republican System, which 
in the West spreads its roots, while in the East, amid the bustle 
of sea-port towns, it already withers." 



8» Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 236-Cf. Der Legitime, pt. III, p. 252-Cf. 
Marryat, Frederick, Diary, Ser. I, v. I, p. 20. Among the advantages 
of a demoeraey the greatest is, perhaps, that oll Start fair. 

88 Wahlverwandtschaften pt. II, p. 275. 

•* Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, p. 276. 

88 Ralph Doughby, pp. 230-231. 
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To a man of high attainments and culture, such as 
Sealsficld was, the question concerning the Status of thc higher 
intellcctual life thcn cxisting in this country must havc had an 
especial appeal. It is, therefore, both interesting and in- 
structive to examine thc pictuxe which he sketches of thc 
contemporary condition of arts and scicnccs in America. To 
be sure he realized that thc country was in the process of 
development, and he was conscious of the possibility of rapid 
progress in these directions of mental and ethnic activity as 
soon as the more urgent needs would be gratified. ••"In a 
country, one half of which has no roads and bridges, and 
where the most necessary means for social communication are 
lacking, other things are needed more than an academy of fine 
arls and sciences. I am speaking from experience and with 
due regard for sciences and arts and their furthcring. But let 
the French academy be transplanted to Constantinople and it 
will only vegetate similar to the orange trees in the green 
houses of Russia. In due time America will have her arts and 
sciences just as Europe docs, but it discloses the greatest one- 
sidedness to think of such affairs when so many other things 
must first be done, and when two-thirds of all inhabitants of 
the West have no window panes in their huts, and when they 
have to deliver their produets to the city on pack horses for a 
distance of ten to twenty miles through wilderness."* 0 Scals- 
field characterizes America's higher education as lacking the 
completeness and finishing touches of English schooling and 
the systematic erudition of Germany, "but", he continues, "it 
leaves both behind in the art of stressing the practicable and 
of applying it to life. The American is usually too impatient 
and egotistical to apply much time to studying or to speculative 
sciences. M He docs not study for an education, but to derive 

Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 31-32. 

00 Brauns, Ernst, Ideen, pp. 582-583. "America has up to now not 
produced a philosopher; for white there were roads to be rooted and 
swamps to be drained no one could think of philosophizing." (First 
bread for the body, thcn bread for the soul.) 

»i Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 80-81.— Cf. Körner, G. Be- 
leuchtung, p. 47. 
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bencfit from what he learned as soon as possible. He desires 
to lcarn quickly, and only that which is absolutely necessary 
tor his living. He is satisfied with the elements of sciences, 
and fills in the gaps with experience, reading or natural keen- 
ness of vision. Philosophy he leaves to his preacher, poetry to 
the female sex." In a later work, Süden und Norden, we 
read that scientific investigation, truth, and knowledge are 
worth nothing, M "if thcy do not smcll of dollars." M Yet, there 
are two branches of education that are not neglected: firstly, 
that received in the elementary schools, which, according to our 
writer, constitutes a republic's strength;* 4 secondly, that of 
women, which, he believes, excels that of any other country. 95 

Concerning music, which is a product only of an ad- 
vanced cukural stage, Sealsfield makes the following somewhat 
stränge, but perhaps true, Statement: ••"We are, furthermore, 
very careful not to allow ourselves to be carried away by 
emotions and passionate excitements, and it is especially music 
which softens and enervates. Emotional, sensitive individuals 
as well as nations are not born for liberty." 

There is another factor which in our opinion is invariably 
connected with a true democracy. It is a certain leveling power 
resulting from one of our watchwords — equality. Sealsfield 
noticed it, and points out its deteriorating effects. Colonel 
Morse speaks of the American curse to lower everything that 
enters our realm to a crude democratic level. 9T George Howard 
calls ours a democracy which hammers everything over one 
last/'" and some one says in Virey: "everything flat, nothing 
marvelous."** Even plainer are the author's own words in 

Süden und Norden, pt. I, p. 247-Cf. Voigt, I. E, Talvj, foot- 
note 13. 

M Voigt, I. E, Tahj, pp. 8-26, gives an excellent picture of 
American culture du ring the ftrst half of the nineteenth Century. 

** Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 90-91.— Cf. Ibid., p. 201. 

•» Ibid., p. 8a— Cf. Duke, Bernhard, Reise, pt I, p. 99ff.— Bristed, 
America, p. 418. 

»« Pflanzerleben, pt II, p. 70. 

97 Kajütenbuch, pt I, p. 201. 

88 Pflanserleben, pt I, p. 264. 

» Virey, pt III, p. 305. 
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Wohlverwandtschaften.- 100 "Are we then really condemned to 
prosc from our cradle onward, or has Nemesis avenged her 
cousins, the feudal gods of this earth, from whose sway our 
Puritan ancestors witbdrew, by condemning us never to par- 
take in their raagnificent attributes, their flight above the com- 
mon prosaic, always as poor Icarus, to fall to the vulgär depths, 
after having risen on paper wings to the higher regions of the 
chivalrous?" m Sealsfield seems to blame the Puritan fore- 
fathers not only for the blue laws in the East, but also for 
banishing joy, happiness, and everything that lifts our exist- 
ence above that of animals, from our daily life. (We are 
speaking of his time, of course.) Herr Bohne in Süden und 
Norden, 10 * says : "O, stop your puritanical shaking of the head, 
your censoring, gloomy glances. Here we are not in your cold, 
frosty, and again glowing, scorching Yankec-land, where sing- 
ing and dancing, happiness and joy are taboo; we are in the 
western Hellas, in the land, where the Creator was more 
creative, where man appeais to be more man, where ever- 
snowy, silver glaciers look down upon ever-blooming banana, 
and palm, and orange, and pomegranate groves, where the 
elastic ether shows more elastic forms, and where the spirited 
aromatic vapors are turned into spirited rhythms, where every 
step is poetry — where the smiles.of a child, the crying of an in- 
fant, a mother's tears of happiness become poetry. Just 
so we always measure human dignity, culture, moral and social 
conditions which are superior to our cold, out of fashion 
rules.""« 

h» Wahlverwandtschaften, pt III, p. 15& 

Cf. Goetbe'i Faust, pt I, "Prolog im HimmoT, U. 287-290. 
108 Süden und Norden, pt I, pp. 316-317. 

1M Cf. Ralph Doughby, p. 215. "Are we really such a prosaic, ercry- 
day, matcrial, cold-reasoning people?". — Cf. (Thanning, Wm. Works, 
p. 16S. "Present Age." "Danger from romance and entfausiasm in this 
money-getting, self-aeeking, self-indulging, self-displaying land? I con- 
feas that to me tt u a com fort to aee aome outbreak of enthuaiasm, 
whether tranacendental, Philanthropie, or religious, as a proof that the 
human apirit is not wholly engulfed in matters of business, that it ean 
lift op a little the mountain of worldliness and sente with which it is 
ao borne down." 
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All virtues, all truly great traits, Sealsfield attributes to 
Ihe free life on the free soil, under God's great Heaven. A 
man who tills the soil experiences different forces working 
within than does he who lives in the pestilential, large cities. 
The whole world, his entire life appears to be different. This 
is expressed by the author in a letter of correspondence for the 
Morgenblatt. 104 He and a friend are on a hill admiring a 
Shaker 105 settlement which lies peacefully at their feet. His 
friend says : "In our happy land fanaticism never assumes that 
sober and misanthropical character, which in other countrie* 
makes it so deterring and even dangerous. Nature is here too 
playful to let a man be swallowed up in gloomy brooding. 
Europe has sent us many queer mysticists, here they become 
serviceable people. The magnitude and freshness of nature, 
life at these rivers, in these verdant Valleys, upon these plains 
swelling with an inexhaustible germinating force — is a whole- 
some eure for many injuries of the old world." 

But much more important is what we hear from the Ups 
of Compte de Vignerolles: 106 "In the midst of all this activity 
we were not little astonished that we had commenced to reason 
in an entirely new way about things which lay before us. It 
was a republican-American way, I should say, a way which 
had not the least connection with our accustomed manner of 
speaking and thinking. We began to judge our affairs and 
those of others from a less ideal point of view ; we looked at 
them more independently just as we began to become more 
independent. Quite a revolution occurred in our System of 
ideas; soon the affairs of public life, the politics of Europe 
and of our royal house we looked upon from an entirely new 

104 It appeared Jan. 19, 1828, and was reprinted by Prof. Otto 
Heller, in German-American Annais, N. S., v. IX, No. I. 

108 This sect was founded by Anne Lee, who claimed to have had a 
vision that Christ would be re-born through her. She came to the U. 
S. in 1740 or 1742. In 1848, therc existed, although she had died without 
fulfilling her prophecy, fifteen Settlements, going sometimes under the 
name of United Society, or Millenial Church. Stuart, James, Three 
Years in North America, v. I, p. 286.— For a description of a Shaker 
meeting see Pflanzerleben, pt. I, pp. 295-296. 

»oe Nathan, pp. 376-377. 
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angle; the views which wc had as noblemen were lost in this 
birds-eye vicw. This change of ideas Struck us as a singular 
psychological phcnomenon; for as we had not discoursed of 
thesc matters with our squatter neighbors, our ideas were 
spontaneous." 

In the preccding chapter the attempt has been made to 
describe the United States in their political and social Status 
previous to a change in conditions. At different periods 
and at different places Sealsfield received less favorable im- 
pressions— these, however, will be reproduced later. What he 
saw, and what he expected of our democracy we can sum 
up in the following words: 10T "It is she (democracy) alone, 
who has broken through the sevenfold armor of our cold 
sclfishness, armed millions of mechanical hands with a free 
will, broken down the curtain concealing the western land 
from the East, and crossed the Alleghanies, never resting until 
her dominion was established beyond their ränge — a dominion 
equal in extent to the Roman with its imperial lustre, and 
which has been gained without a drop of blood — not with the 
sword, but with the axe; which in seventy years will be in- 
habited by a hundred millions of free Citizens — a monster 
republic, resting its right foot on the shores of the Atlantic, 
and its left on the Pacific; sustaining millions of freemen, 
living under the law of Christ, and speaking the language of 
Shakespeare and Milton! That country will be an England 
viewed through a solar microscope ; an England, raised to the 
tenth power of physical and moral culture and develop- 
rnentf" 108 

Pflanzerleben, pt. I, pp. 291-292. 

108 Cf. Brauns, Ernst, Ideen, pp. 265-266. "And you fresh, youthful 
America, baptised with blood by the hands of European avarice, and 
dcdicated to liberty with this bloody christcning, encircled and pro- 
tected by your oceans, blossom in your greatness for thousands of years 
to come in the history of mankind — you who are chosen by God." 
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GENERAL RETROGRESSION 
Politics—A new Economic Force— Social Life. 

Looking back upon the picture of American life which 
üur author has sketched, we must admit that it is painted In 
somcwhat bright colors. This is duc partly to thc author's 
streng subjectivity, partly, no doubt, to thc fact that he had 
just turned his back upon Metternich's regime, and therefore 
wrote with a decided inspiration of contrast. That we find 
contradictory Statements in his works can eastly be explained. 
His observations were made during a period of thirty years, 
about fifteen of which he spent in different states of the Union 
as a resident and Citizen. It goes without saying that during 
this period a great many changes took place in the make-up of 
the country and in the character of its inhabitants, all of which 
are reuected in Sealsfield's writings. 

Just as Sealsneid describes the virtues of the country as 
being founded on the inherited English traks of character 
modified by environment and expressed in the social and 
political institutions, as well as in the entire mode of life, so he 
depicts the vices of the land either as wicked importations 
from England, or as sprouts of a too luxuriant growth. 1 "Is 
it not rather a necessary, absolute condition of our liberty that 
Citizens' virtues as well as vices, should grow more luxunantly, 
because they are freely permitted to grow and increase ?"* And 
the Alcalde expresses this in his own language in the following 
words: »"Teil you, you always find the deepest Valleys with 

1 Heeren, A. H. U, Europe and its Colomes, v. I, p. 284. "Yet, let 
the eternal truth never be forgotten, that in our world a luxuriant 
growth is never free from noxious weeds." 

* Ralph Doughby, P- 233.. 

* Kajütenbnch, pt I, p. 213. 
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the highest mountains, the most glorious achievements by the 
sidc of the most horrible outrages. The onc is the necessary 
antipode of the other ; never does anything really great spring 
from Hat, sandy, common, everyday soil. If you wish to erect 
a large building, you must have many differemt stones; do you 
wish to form kingdoms and states, you must use different sorts 
of men." 

That phase of our national Hfe in which Sealsfield de- 
tected corruption first is politics. Here he saw a constant 
struggle between two opposing forces, the demoeratie, which 
was in power, and the aristoeratie, which would gain ascend- 
ency. The aristoerats, the old Federal party, or Tones, as they 
were called, had started their machinations even before our 
Constitution was framed. Some entertained hopes that a 
European monarch, such as Prince Henry, brother of Frederick 
the Great, would be called to take hold of our government; 
monarchical tendencies, in fact, remained awake a long time .* 
Colonel Isling says the f ollowing to Morton :■ "They wanted 
to be strong, the Adamses,* the Hamiltons and so forth— not 
to have sacrifioed their blood and their possessions in vain, you 
understand; they wanted the privilege of bequeathimg their 
merits and the country to their descendants. A strong govern- 
ment, of course, ofFered the best opportunity to aecomplish 
their end, for through it they could establish Offices, could oi>- 
tain a good hold on power and gradually foumd an aristoeraey 
of merit, out of which an aristoeraey of birth would grow in 
a natural way. I was in a position to observe their game, 
especially that of Hamilton, who, as soon as the war was over, 
attained an extraordinary reputation. He was their hero— he 
was an importation from England, a disguised Tory, and a 

4 Cf. Dunbar, Louis B., A study of Monarchical Tendencies in 
the United States from 1776-1801, which is to appear in The Univ. of 
III. Studies in the Social Sciences. 

» Morton, pt. I, pp. 124-127. 

e Refers <o men like John Adams, who next to Alexander Hamil- 
ton was the great leader of the Federalists's party, until a dissension 
arose out of Adams' European politics which left only an insignificant 
moiety with the President. Also John Quincy Adams was a member of 
this party during the early part of his political career. 
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favorite of thc so-called good families, his first and last word 
was always : A strong government, or as we call it at present, 
centralization. T Now, a central govcrnment is one where the 
people do or not do, not what they want, but what the rulers 
want, and a democratic government, on the other hand, is one 
where the ruling mcn do what the mied, the people, want. 
You see, in these two participles (ruling, ruled), one activc, 
the other passive, and their corresponding signincance, lies thc 
entirc difference between the various governments. Happily, 
thc activc dement has won a victory amongst the people. If 
this were not the case, do you think the Union, and cspccially 
Pennsylvania, would be what she is ? Pshaw ! She would be 
what the inland prairies of Russia arc this very day. Note 
well, if I had to choose between rulers, then I would rather 
have one, a strong one, but not three hundred. I should prefer 
to be a Russian rather than an Irishman. . . . Under a govern- 
ment according to the plans of Adams and Hamilton the 
prominent families, to be sure, would have become greater, but 
only at the expense of thousands, of millions of less prominent 
families. Mansion9 and governmental palaces would have 
arisen, but on account of too much socage people would have 
had no time to think of their own homes. Hamilton was shot, 
by a wicked man to be sure, but judging from thc Services 
which he has rendercd to thc people, that was all he deserved. 
He was an Engiish Tory, and from England nothing good 
will evcr come to America. Thosc gentlemen had the in- 
tention of raising the United States to the level of a domain, 
which they and their so-called good families were desirous 
of bleeding, but then camc your grcat-uncle, 1 and the worthy 
Franklin and his allied great gcnii — and their cncmies* air 
Castles tumbled, and America became what it was destined 10 
become, a land of the free, which helped to liberate thc cntire 

7 Cf. American History, No. 85, "An Optnion of Hainikon," by 
Secretary Thomas Jefferson, . . that the ultimate object of all this is 
to prepare the way for a change from the prescnt republican form of 
government, to that of a monarchy, of which the Engiish Constitution 
is to be the model." 

8 John Morton, who was one of the signers of the Dcclaration of 
Independence. He also helped to fraroe the Artides of Confederation. 
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civilizcd world, and which to look upon, is a joy for the 
philanthropist." 

Whcn Karl Postl came to America, John Quincy Adains 
had bcen «ominated a candidate for the presidency, and the 
author was not a little disappointed to see that there was 
before the people in quest of the highest office of our republic 
p "as dangerous a man as can be, who, even, if he were sent by 
the Holy Alliance, could not act more in her interest." 10 Later 
he claims that in the presidential election of 1824 the Union was 
approaching completc dissolution, 11 and that at no other time 
her statesmen proved more unworthy. Since Adams was 
elected by the Tories and through the treachery of Henry 
Clay," the entire nation was his Opponent." How low the seif 
esteem of the nation and her desire for liberty had fallen, the 
author illustrates by the fact that Adams was elected in spite 
of having made the following Statement while he was Secretary 
of State : "The United States will not be ratiked among nations 
tili the presidency becomes hereditary."" In the first volume 
of Die Vereinigten Staaten von Nordamerika nach ihrem po- 
litischen, religiösen und gesellschaftlichen Verhaltnisse be- 

• Die Verengten Staaten, v. I, pp. 17-18. 



Adams, who was always inclined to take the highest ground for 
his country against any foreign power." 

11 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, p. 6. 

11 This is the view of a Jackson man. Many newspapers which 
had thrown their influence in the scale for Jackson, denounced Clay's 
unwtllingness to vote for the "0!d Hero" as a «ort of high treason, 
(Cf. Schurz, Henry Cloy, v. I, p. 241) ref erring, of coursc, to that 
tnfamous "bargain and corruption" Charge, which, although satis- 
factorily refuted, was never altogethcr buried. 

i* Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, p. 19. Though this was not true 
at the beginning of Adams' term, it may be said of his later years more 
appropriately, for the twentieth congress had a majority hostile to the 
adminUtration in both branches. — Cf. Schurz, Henry Clay, v. I, p. 286. — 
Cf. Morse, John Quincy Adams, p. 193. 

14 The United States, v. I, p. 20 — The writer found no authority 
for this somewhat bo!d Statement quoted above. Sealsfield, "The man 
of the people", published two poütical works— one in German, the other 
in English, in time for the election of 1828; here he tried to promote 
the cause of his candidate by making adverse Statements against Adams. 



»° Cf. On the contrary Schurz, 
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trachtet, published under thc Pseudonym C. Sidons, he has a 
good deal to say about John Quincy Adams : 

""The intelligent observer cannot refrain from serious 
reflecrion when he thinks of Adams and his politics. If a man 
gets to the rudder of the ship of State in such a manner as 
Adams did, one should think that he would try to heal by means 
of reconciliatory acts the wounds which he has cut into the in- 
jured self-esteem of the nation, and that he would not pro- 
claim axioms which will only strengthen her in the thoughl 
that he was aiming at autocracy. One should expect this so 
much more of a man who is such a cold, calculating diplomat, 
as Adams is, who in addition to all this has the example of his 
father before his eyes. But if the new president, on the con- 
trary, im his message openly announces his intentions to rule; 
if he, which even a king of England could not do, calls unto 
liim an unpopulär Secretary of State, 16 and keeps him; if he 
not only announces his desires to depart from the accustomed 
System, but realizes them against the will and the interest of 
the nation, and to spite her; if he decides her internal and 
external affairs in a manner hitherto unheard of ; if he assumes 
the language of a monarch toward the representatives of the 
individual states, as well as toward foreign powers:— then 
rhc question arises, whether such a man is not a monarch de 
facto, and whether in a republic where all this goes on un- 
heeded, the autocratic principle has not already gained the 
upper hand. We must do justice to Adams' abilities and not 
suppose that he knew his own power so little, as to follow the 
promptings of a blind, mad ambition. Now he is at the head 
of the party," which in 1812 proved quite clearly that it was 
tired of a republican Constitution. At that time he left the 
party " because it wanted not him but England as a ruler. 

15 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 47-49. 

18 Henry Clay was by no means more unpopulär than Adams him- 

self. 

« This refers to the Federais ; but this party cxisted in 1827 only 
by name. 

18 He had left the party as early as 1806.— Cf. Morse, John Quincy 
Adams, pp. 38-40. 

106 



Digitized by Google 



$eutf<$*ametilantfdje®efdjidjt3blätter 



Now he is most intimately connected with it, it is his phalanx 
in the true sense of the word, and he is its chief and organ. 
Through it he has the New England states entirely, New York 
and New Jersey partly. In these two states as well as in 
Virginia more and more voices are heard in favor of a 
monarchical System. At what stage of corruption and bribery 
the West is, the last presidential election has shown. 19 How 
patiently the nation subjects herseif to her ruler, daily ex- 
perience teaches us ! . . . . The United States are approaching 
a crisis which will decide whether the republican or the 
monarchical principle will be predominant. If Adams is 
capable of asserting himself in the next election, then the 
nation has lost all feeling for right and liberty, and she is 
sufficiently tamed to bend under the yoke. Unhindered Adams 
will be able to follow his plans, which he and his party have 
drawn up, and then there will be no doubt as to the destination 
of the northern states. A Separation from the western and 
southern states, with a monarchical Constitution must be the 
immediate and natural consequence. Then the riddle will be 
solved, why the same Adams, who, when Secretary of State, 
resisted so lively the acknowledgement of the South-American 
republics,* 0 now suddenly is their most intimate friend in spite 
of the danger to have the slave states of the Union as his most 
bitter enemy.* 1 

Sealsfield criticises most severely the position of Adams 
and Gay on the South American question, and especially the 
note sent to St. Petersburg, May 10, 1825, asking for the Inter- 
vention of Russia in the critical affair between South 
America and Spain. The author argues that Adams should 

10 The author is probably thinking of Missouri, where Scott gave 
his vote to Adams after he was given assurance that his brother, then 
judge in Arkansas territory, who was threatened with the loss of his 
office because he had killed his colleague in a duel, should stay in omee. 
—American Nation, v. XIV, p. 263. 

20 Not a true Statement. 

81 For the Opposition of the slave states against the recognition of 
the South American republics and especially against the Panama Con- 
gress, compare Morse, John Quincy Adams, p. 191 ff. 
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either havc maintained complete silence at that timc and 
waited for further development, or he should have been more 
decisive and direct in his request, instead of assuming the 
ludicrous röle of a second-hand mediator." A little more con- 
siderate is his criticism of Adams' stand on the question of 
the Panama Congress in 1826. 

Sealsfield's judgment of Adams is perhaps unduly severe 
and for the greater part unjust. He considered him an 
aristocrat and representative of the old party of Federais 
which, although out of existence as a political party, still 
nourished its old principles. Soon its descendants became 
strong again and arose under the name of National Rc- 
publicans and later under the nom de guerre of Whigs." 
The next pages shall put before us the contest betwcen this 
party and another, which, although not strictly a descendant 
of Jefferson's republican party, at least cmbodied a similar 
creed — at the present time they were merely anti-Adams — the 
latter in power in Congress, the former represented by Adams 
and Clay. 

It is quite interesting to listen to an argument betwcen an 
extreme old-school aristocrat, and a democrat of the new 
creed, stränge to say, both Adams men, who give expression 
to their views at the time of the campaign of 1828. The for- 
mer begins : 

'You observe rightly, ... the spirit of that time (Jeffer- 
son's administration) was fresh, democratic, and the present 
era is like it; but it is beginning to be exhausted, and we 
Federais have more hopes tham ever of regaining power. But 
we must not fold our hands, or the proper moment will pass. 
If political influence only remains ten years longer in the hands 
of these people, our power is gone forever. New families will 
come into possession, and displace us. Moreover, there is a 

* a Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 32-34. 
25 Wahlverwandtschaften, pt IV, p. 242 
* Ralph Doughby, pp. 180-183. 
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mark upon us f which makes it very difficult for one of our 
party to gain any influcnce. Just try it !' 

'I care not for political influcnce 1' 

'You are wrong, and so are most of us. The people, the 
nation can spare us, we cannot spare them. It is the greatest 
folly which aristocrats can commit to believe that they can 
successfully oppose the people. Our fathers, the Federalists, 
framed the Constitution; but look at it, how it Stands. It 
appears as a frame house füll of holes, into which everybody 
enters at pleasure, without regarding doors or Windows; and 
why? Because democrats have the keeping of the building. 
The longer it lasts, the worse it will be.' 

'But who wishes to drink whiskey with plebeians, plough- 
men, cobblers or tailors, or to lie about in groggeries?* 

'Just that is our fault. Because we are too proud to mix 
with the people, they turn their backs on us, when offices are 
ro be filled, which require trust and confidence. We lose 
ground, and our old families, who have settled the country, 
and f ought for our kidependence, must make way for the sons 
of Irish drunkards, English beggars, and French hair-dressers, 
because they are lcss delicate.' 

'They will soon be forced out and the people will discard 
them.' 

'I doubt that, for the people look at us with suspicion. 
They know not gratitude; besides these persons are of the 
people, who are so much indined to forget the Services of our 
ancestors in the matter-of-fact present. Meanwhile their in- 
dinations become still more democratic, or rather mobocratic ; 
the central government loses its authority; our House of 
Representatives, and Congress swarm with persons without 
education, without position, who have crowded in by the 
lowest flattery, by means of whiskey feasts and stump speeches. 
Our offices of trust will be degraded, and will become foot- 
men's places.' 
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'Still the nation is well governed, and was never more 
prosperous than at present. I, moreover, don't thmk much of 
Systems of government designed only for the future, and use- 
less for the present. Let the people alone-^rojr populi, vox 
Dei. You have still those English notions in your head.' 

'But they are not so very contemptible. Look at the 
aristocracy of England, how brilliantly it Stands — upon what 
a pinnacle of unprecedented grandeur is the country placed! 
and why? Because this aristocracy has been eighty years in 
possession of power, and possessed the right to make laws. 
and protect itself, and to make barriers which the people could 
not over-leap. We ought to be ashamed, when a Briton of 
good family comes to us and sees this pele-mele. No, this must 
not be, we must try by all means, and if we cannot come into 
possession of power oursei ves, we must at least have friends 
who will act with us and in our interests.' " 

The novel from which this extract is taken contains a 
good deal of campaign material for Jackson." Ralph Dough- 
by,** a delegate of the Jacksonian party, favors us with several 
Speeches made for the benefit of Red River passengers, after 
which new delegates are chosen and sent out amongst the 
people on the shore. Thus we witness the first installment of 
an extensive electioneering machinery, which from now on 

2» Rattermann, H. A., "Charles Sealsficld", Werke, v. X, p. 14. 
Claims that Sealsfield acted as German and English Speaker in West- 
Pennsylvania in the interest of Jackson's party during the election of 
1824. Rattermann, howevcr, docs not cite his proofs. 

*• In Doughby, the author puts before us a man of die people, 
uncouth and rough, but liked by everybody except the French aristocrats 
of Mississippi. We are told how he was lately elected Major in a 
militia regiment. Some captain was nominated, and would probably 
have been elected, when Doughby arrivcd, and a general cry com- 
menced that he must be their major. " 'Done/ cried Doughby, 'done 
boys; I will be your major; but let us drink first'. And all went to 
the hotel, where they took their drink, and then to the cigar box, into 
which they threw their tickets; and the result? Poor Wielding had 
scarceh/ ten votes. Doughby was elected, and would have been elected, 
had it been for governor of Louisiana; and why? Because he drinks, 
fights, smokes, chews, and converses with planters, hunters, squatters, 
pcddlers, and can make himself agreeable with all, and yet commands a 
certain respect from all." Ralph Doughby, pp. 184-185. 
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was to be used at every election. (Cf. Schurz, Henry Clay, 
v. I, p. 280) It was indeed the most furious and disgusting 
campaign ever witnessed by the American people. The spirit 
was most bitter and the words most rancorous on the side of 
Jackson ; and why shouldn't it have been ? Did not the intro- 
duction of the "spoils System" promise ample reward to every 
active participant if his candidate should win out! 

Jackson, the author maintains, will never be as dangerous 
for the nation as Adams has been, and will be in case he 
should be re-elected. He knows "Old Hickory's" violent 
character and is aware of the danger arising from arbitrary 
acts; yet he thinks, the people can protect themselves better 
against those than against steady and well planned under- 
mining of their rights. "But," Sealsneid continues, "even he 
is not safe from the sneaking poison of European diplomacy," 
which is spreading so rapidly in our country, and which will 
soon bring the nation to the point where she will look upon an 
hereditary monarch as a benefactor." The year 1828 will be 
a crisis for our country, and will decide whether her Citizens 
will remain free, or whether they will be separated and be- 
come subjects." 29 

Jackson was elected — but Sealsneid was not satisfied. 
,,J0 \Vhen President Jackson took hold of the rudder (he says) 
his motto was reform and nothing but reform. 81 To be sure 

" Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 68-69. 

28 Jackson lackcd only littlc of being an autocrat, which is partly 
proven by the many changes in his cabinct. Hc dismissed a man when 
he no longer suited his purpose, which was, of course, to agree with 
him in all points in question. Thus he had during his two terms four 
Secretaries of State, five Secretaries of Treasury, two Secretaries of 
War, three Secretaries of Navy, three Attorney Generals, and two 
Postmastcr Generals (Cf. Thorpe, F. N., edit. Andrew Jackson, p. 10.) 

w Schurz, Henry Clay, v. I, pp. 280-281, speaking of Jacksonian 
newspapers, says: "They gradually sueeeeded in making a great many 
well-meaning people belicve. . . that if such a drcadful event, as tho 
re-election of Adams, should happen, it would inevitably be the end 
of liberty and republican institutions in America." 

»o Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, pp. 344-345. 

81 This "reform" was indeed far reaching. The number of men 
dismissed from office in the various departments, simply because they 
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he kept his promise .... The voice of the people was with 
him," but he did not always have his eyes on the Lord, and 
consequently there arose idolaters, called demagogues,** who 
created the golden calf of idolatry, took the word reform as 
their motto, and attempted to overthrow with it the old God 
and faith, namely Constitution and customs." Later, in 1839, 
vSealsfield speaks of the lawlessness and violence of Andrew 
Jackson," and eJsewhere" he refers to his hatred for bankers 
and moneyed people.** Thus we see that the author was dis- 
appointed in the man whom he had admired so much during 
his military career, and as a candidate for the presidency. 

More than that, he even believed the very base of our 
democracy unstable, shaking the entire structure and threaten- 
ing its fall. "* T Oh, Democracy ! a precious thing thou art on 
paper, but I doubt whether thy great apostle (Jefferson) 
would be still the same zealot in 1828 (the novel was written 
about 1836), as he was in 1801. Terrible are the effects of 
Ihese Cancers ! Terrible this kind of democratic government ! 
The former order of things which was the support of our 
laws, the entire formation of our civil code, it cannot be 
denied, received its tone and its tendency from Old England. 
Our respect for the law, the main rampart of our social order, 
is mostly an inheritance from the time when England ruled us 
with a strong hand, by which she controlled the passions of 
the people, and maintained that authority, which she has 

were not, or at one time had not bccn, Jackson men, is astonishing. 
While the first six presidents made in all seventy-four removals, Jack- 
son dismissed from office during the first year of his administration 
four hundred and nineteen postmasters and two hundred and thirty- 
nine other officers. — Cf. Schurz, Henry Clay, v. I, p. 334. 

82 Jackson, perhaps more than any other President, was ä populär 
idol. 

83 Does Sealsneid mean Jackson's politica] advisers — his "kitchen- 
cabinet"?— Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. IV, p. 247. 

8 « Ibid., pt. III, pp. 363-364. 

»* Morton, pt. II, p. 41. 

86 Cf. Richardson, J. D., Messages and Papers, v. III, p. 30, where 
Jackson justifies the removal of deposits from the Bank of the United 
States. Also Schurz, Henry Clay, v. I, pp. 353, 377-378 ; v. II, p. 25. 

37 Pflanzerleben, pt. I, pp. 32-33. 
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understood how to preserve for her great national name. 
Transmitted to us, it gave also to our ship of State that 
direction, which was long feit after the helmsman had left his 
post. The gallant ship pursues her course, even after the heim 
is abandoned. But the tackle begins to slacken, the ropes give 
way, the authority of great historical men has vanished. Our 
shoemakers and tailors speak of Washington and Franklin as 
of their apprentices and every whipster believes himself 
capable of rearing a better fabric of a State. Gloomy 
Symptoms of basely corrupted vigor!" 

The following passage shows that Sealsfield perceived 
clearly, and interpreted boldly, but probably correctly, the 
political life of his day. ""In our democracy many good 
qualities are certainly to be found, but it would be in vain to 
seek there for that old virtue, styled sincerity. It is un- 
doubtedly comprised of many excellent ingredients, but also of 
envy, deception, ambition, slander, and avarice, which serve 
our so-called democratic politicians or demagogues, as a rieh 
treat, filling their mouths with the eloquence of false prophets, 
with the most ardent expressions of patriotism, of generosity, 
and of desire to promote their fellow Citizens' happiness, while 
they themselves grasp the fattest morsels in consideration of 
their patriotic exertions." How true today ! Does a democratic 
government always lead to corruption? Was ours not more 
corrupt during the war, when it lacked very little to make it 
most autoeratie? May the twentieth Century answer these 
questions. It will see new republics arise, and — perhaps 
proper. 

It is of the utmost interest to observe how Sealsfield 
treats of the economic forces and issues which either arose or 
culminated in this period. A democracy has few rewards as 
compensation of Service. There are no honors which stimulate 
her Citizens to noble and note-worthy deeds; nor do there exist 
decorations, which f urnish the means of reward for distinetion 
so frequently in the Old World. Outside of money she can 

" Pfianztrleben, pt. I, pp. 2W-205. 
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off er few compensations, and we can well understand how the 
acquisttion of wealth becomes one of the most powerful 
rnotives of individual endeavor. Sealsfield says on one 
occasion : ""With us money takes the place of love, it Covers 
many, or rather all sins," and Tokeah believes that the hearts 
of white men do not beat, as do those of the red skins, they 
rattle because they contain only dollars. 40 This love of money 
has caused classes to arise within the nation which are almost 
as well confined as are those of old Europe. ""The man who 
has a hundred thousand dollars, will not condescend to look at 
the ons who has but fifty thousand; and the latter is as 
arrogant toward him who has only ten thousand. You are just 
as respectable as you are heavy." 4 * Mr. Ramble" introduces 
his political friends to Baron von Schochstein as Mr. X, who 
is worth a million, Mr. Y, worth six hundred thousand, et 
cetera. 4 * 

As pointed out in the introduction to this work, Morton, 
oder die grosse Tour deals with the power of money over man, 
and with the tremendous influence gold has in social life and in 
politics. Nowhere in the literatures of other countries has the 
writer found as early in the nineteenth Century a work of 
equal volume, the essence of which seems to be: Money Is 
power; money rules the world. There is a period in the 
history of every State when the moneyed interests come to be 
feit in politics. 48 In Europe it begän with the reign of Louis 
XIV — in America, during the Jacksonian demoeraey. When 
money became plentiful in the hands of some people in 
America, it was a safer possession than in most other 
countries, and attained more influence for the possessor of the 

•» Morton, pt I, p. 211. 
«o Der Legitime, pt. III, p. 163. 
« Ralph Doughby, p. 85. 
48 Cf. Grund, Francis, Aristocrotie, v. I, p. 44. 
48 Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, pp. 244-245. 
" Cf. Marryat, Frederick, Diary, Ser. I, v. I, p. 289.-Cf. Nichols, 
Thomas L-, Forty Years of American Life, v. I, p. 402. 

« Cf. Schurz, Henry Clay, v. II, pp. 322, 353, 377; v. II, p. 25. 
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tortune. Lomond teils us that America was the only safe 
abode of money tyrants. 4 * These wholesale merchants, for 
that was usually their business, are sovereign powers, as 
sovereign as are the monarchs that rule countries; they have 
their subjects, their cabinets, and their alliances as have the 
great powers of Europe. 47 They rule the nations through their 
own wants and needs. 4 ' No one can eat, drink, or have his 
being without paying a heavy tribute to these modern tyrants. 
They are as dangerous as autocrats — they are themselves 
autocrats, in a way. When the people suffer f rom want, when 
the nation suffers, then they have won a victory, then they are 
at their goal. 4 » 

Stephen Girard, 80 wholesale merchant, banker, and 
philanthropist, as he was called after his death, or mis- 
anthropist, as, during his life time most everyone believed 
him to be, is one of the principal characters in Morton. Chaptcr 
VI of part I, Das lever des alten Stephy, oder We are in a Free 
Country (pp. 133-211) deals entirely with the odd man and 
his ways and means. In the second part, which takes us lo 
London, where Morton acts as agent of Girard, Lomond, of 
whom Stephy is the prototype, is a leading character. Here, 
in London we see the inner workings of society. We see 
princes begging to have another month on a note, and princes- 
ses offering their last jewel, and finally their virtue, to have 
their credit extended. ""Do you see now", says Lomond to 
Morton, "what brings the duke, and the marquis, and the 

«• Morton, pt. II, p. 114. 
«* Morton, pt. I, pp. 204-205. 
«■ Ibid., pt I, p. 192. 
*» Ibid., pt. II, p. 90. 

60 Brothers, Thomas, The United States, pp. 113-131, "On the 
Character of Stephen Girard, the banker," shows that his biography, 
written by the son of one of his cashicrs is a gross misrepresentation. 
Yet Brothers' biographical sketch, while it tears to pieces the other 
work, is in itself such a rank falsification, that we are unconsciously 
reminded of Mrs. Trollop's book. Parton, James, Famous Americans, 
pp. 223-257 gives an entirely different and very favorable picture of 
nun. 

•1 Morton, pt II, pp. 100-101. 
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count, and the viscount before your door as supplicants ; and 
what drives women to turn wantons, and finally — ; what 
causes monarchs to flec from their thrones, and makes traitors 
out of statesmen ? But today, my dear Mr. Morton, there are 
no morc traitors because grandees have no longer a fatherland, 
no longer a religion. These exist only for the canaille: grandees 
have only interests. That is the chain which links together 
aristocrats of birth and money," namely us, the rulers of the 
world." But the novel is just beginning to lead up to tho 
climax. We hear how these plutocrats meet, compare notes, 
and determine the destiny of families and countries. 

" '"We are ten', said the man (Lomond) with an 
elevated voice, 'distributed over the entire world, and never- 
thdess we are together every day and hour ; united by no bond, 
and again, by the most intimate bond, the bond of common 
interest, which shall give to the world a new shape sooner or 
later. In London we are five. We meet every week, compare 
notes and determine the course of events in this world. The 
mysteries of finance of this country and of all others, and the 
mysteries of their existence lie clearly before our eyes. No 
country, no family, no class of people, which ever came in 
contact with us, has escaped our anatomical lance. We are 
Holding in our hands the threads of existence of every State 
and every family, from the very highest down to the very 
lowest. In our debit there are billions, states and families, 
kings and emperors. Our notes are as those in the book of the 
Eternal Judge. Public credit and domestic weal, the well-being 
of the three kingdoms, and of all countries in the civilized 
world, i. e., the debt-contracting world, the weal and woe of 
trade and traffic, depend upon our wills and whims. What is 
ihe miserable secret service of the entire continent compared 
with that paid by us, masters of the world ; for such we will be 
sooner or later. Before long we shall occupy the place of these 

M Cf. Pflanzerleben, pt. II, pp. 52-53. "The power of the moneyed 
aristocracy, which as mcdiatrcss between nations and thrones, balances 
each in her scales." 

» Morton, pt. II, pp. 114-lia 
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aristocrats entirely. We shall bc thc closcst to the thrones, 
Mr. Morton! And thcsc thrones shall not bc less stable for 
it. France, now gnashing in her fetters ; Germany, phlegmatic, 
somnambulant ; Spain, lazy and bigoted, and miserable Italy, 
gnawing at the bones of her three-thousand-year-old fame — 
they all must bend and give, and all countries of the earth 
must f ollow ; for our miners are at work. We send our am- 
bassadors daily, hourly ; every sack of coffee, every can of tea, 
every bale of goods, every loan gives a better foundation to our 
reign. Pshaw, and there are fools, who say we love money — 
it is true, we do love it, but much more do we love to rule, for 
sway and domination are sweeter than gold. . . . There are 
others who think that we are working for the piggish mob — 
Pshaw! We, the moneyed interest, the moneyocracy fighting 
for the piggish mob! We are fighting against aristocracy of 
birth, but we are fighting for ourselves. . . . Here, within these 
paltry disconsolate walls the greatest hero, who has fought 
battles by the dozen, has become soft and mild, as does a poor 
sinner who is about to be tossed over into eternity; here the 
wildest lover, whom onc word from his beauty would have 
moved to ecstacy, or again to madness, has lain upon his knees ; 
here, the statesman who tramples upon millions, has writhed ; 
here, the merchant who has millions ; here, atheists who never 
pronounced the name of God but with a sneer, learned to pray 
to the eternal God ; here, dukes and the sons of kings will learn 
to pray, young man, and in the most beautiful manner for, 
here', and he stroked his brow with his hand, 'are the scales 
which will weigh the destiny of millions and millions.' " 

As Richard M. Meyer has shown in Deutsche Arbeit, v. 
VI, (pp. 510—512) this passage was taken from Honore de 
Balzak's Gobseck** Here as well as there, the passage marks 
the climax and is the ecstatic expression of an old plutocrat, 
who teils us of the new use to which money is put. It is no 
longer simply a means of acquiring estates and beautiful 

M Balzac, Honore, de, Oeuvres compUtes, Paris, 1899, v. III, pp. 
479-480. 
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mansions, surrounded by wood-likc parks in which these 
humans vegetate, albeit in luxury and super-abundance ; it has 
now become a means of attaining influence, of ruling over 
thousands and millions, of making them happy, and — uohappy. 

This love for money is another trait which thc American 
has in common with the Englishman. Yet according to Seals- 
field it is even more pronounced in the English character, and 
the possession of riches is more determining in the individual's 
life. Without money he might as well not exist. May thc 
author speak to us: ""Pshaw! John Bull ridicules Brother 
Tonathan's love of dollars, and ccrtainly wc lovc dollars. It is 
a strong mote in our eye, this perpetual dollar-seeking, I con- 
fess, but the ridicule does not sit well on John Bull with thc 
beam in his own eye. Certainly we love dollars, and are busily 
engaged in finding them ; but if we lose them again, we do not, 
like John Bull, cut our throats. I do not know that one re- 
spectable American has ever hanged or drowned himself on 
account of the loss of his dollars, as the English do daily. Let 
John Bull say what he will, the man is still of some value with 
t<s apart from his dollars; but with him a man is not worth a 
straw more than his guineas. For this reason the English ex- 
pression 'he is worth so much', has remained in our seaport 
towns, and has never prevailed in the country. The British 
character has undoubtedly many brilliant traits, such as justice, 
manliness, and greatness and strength of soul, but it has also 
ugly ones, and amongst them are greediness for wealth, which 
does not allow him to consider it as a means, but as the highest 
aim of life, or rather, as a kind of higher being, to obtain which 
he does not hesitate at the most desperate things. The Briton 
scrves Türk, and Jew, Carlist and Christians, for the sake of 
inoney. We do not — we fight only for liberty! He would 
mcrcilessly tear the coin out of your entrails with iron claws! 
God pity the poor fellow who treads penniless the soil of Great 
Britain ! With us, hundreds of thousands expelled by European 
lyranny find their morsel of bread. Say what you please, there 
is still in the British character something hard and unfeeling. 

w Kajütenbuch, pt. II, pp. 198-200. 
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which constantly rcminds one of the Norwegian and Norman 
pirates, and, much as it has been polished off in the eight or 
nine hundred years of his appcarance on the stage of the 
world, he has never quite thrown it off, no matter where he 
lives, whether in Europc, or in Asia, or in the East or West 
Indies." 

It seems that this very fact, namely that the English are 
more greedy and selfish than we are, is one of the reasons 
why we have such a hatred for that country. There is a 
certain jealousy in that hatred, which casts a bad rcflection 
upon both nations. The Alcalde is an exponent of this sort of 
dislike for Great Britain. Of him the author says : " 6, His com- 
posedness was permanent ; only when he began to speak of the 
Britons did he get a little more excited. These he hated, to 
use his own expression, with all his heart, with all his soul, 
with all his mind, and with all his strength, only because they 
are still more selfish than ourselves — a peculiarity characteristic 
of genuine American hatred which first disclosed to me the 
nature of our hatred for the Britons." 

This same love for money, misled by the adventurous spirit 
of the Americans, brought about another evil which made 
itself feit in Jackson's time, but did not attain its climax until 
his successor, Martin Van Buren, occupied the chair. Jackson, 
after moving several Indian tribes from southern states," sold 
their land to the public. Soon a misuse crept into this land 
sale. Land was sold and resold only on the map." Speculators 

m Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 190. 

07 Concerning this removal and the attitude of some politicians as 
well as that of Great Britain toward this act against their former 
confederates, we hcar the following in Kajütenbuch, pt. I, pp. 117-118: 
"This removal, as you know, drew forth in profusion the tears of all 
our old political women; and. still more astonishing, found many op- 
posers amongst our good Yankees— echoes of our equally good frtends 
in Great Britain, to whom, certainly, it could not be very pleasing to 
see their confederates so entirely expelled from the midst of us. Ah, 
British humanity, how lovely it appears, when observed closely. Much, 



human ity." Happily Jackson's iron soul had not a spark of their 
super-love. 

58 Cooper, James Fenimore, Home as Found, v. I, pp. 116-118, 
gives us an insight into a land market.— Cf. Ibid., v. I, p. 29. "Some 



much too füll of love! God preserve 
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laid it out and sold it for ten times the value which they had 
paid for it f taking notes and paper money instead of 
specie. 59 In Wahlverwandtschaften™ Sealsfield spcaks of this 
speculation, 61 or swindle- fever, as he calls it. He claims that 
it is an expresston of the national character, 62 and that it has 
come every ten to twenty years, and will continue to come at 
the same intervals. This excessive speculation, aided by other 
factors, such as a large foreign debit** and a currency inflated 
with worthless bank notes** brought about one of the greatest 
catastrophies in the commercial and social world. May, 1833 
the American paper System avenged itself : Banks refused to 
pay specie ; they could not. And now the moneyed interests 
proved how strong they were. They had compelled the govern- 
ment to put its revenue at their disposal, and now, that Van 
Buren wanted an independent national bank which would 
accept only hard money, all moneyed people were against him. 
They formed a political party, which wanted to retain paper 
money, almost as the only means of trading, and which op- 
posed anything that would attack its own plutocracy. In 
Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, pp. 268 — 276, we have an op- 
portunity to attend a caucus of politicians who are making up 
resolutions to oppose the introduction of specie as the only 
legitimate means of trading. They claim it will destroy the 
entire credit of the individual and of the nation, and with it all 

our way (lawyers) have gone into the horsc-line; but much the greater 
Portion are just now dealing in western cities. . . . and in mill-seats, and 
in railroad lines, and other expectations." 

M Andrew Jackson,had commanded the price for public land to be 
paid in specie. He doubted the solvency of some banks. 

*> Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. IV, p. 142. 

« Cf. Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 22. 

ö Marryat, Frederick, Diary, Ser. I, v. I, p. 57, calls the discase of 
excessive speculation peculiarly English and American. 

« Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. IV, p. 144. 

•* Worthless for two reasons : firstly, most banks put much more 
paper monsy into circulation than they had hard money in reserve; 
secondly, the number of counterfeitod bank notes was unbelievabK 
BicknaU's Counterfcit Detccler and Bank-Note List of January 1, 1839, 
enumerates thirteen hundred and ninety-five counterfeited or altered 
notes then supposed to be in circulation. 
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enterprise and every virtue in man which has raised thc Union 
to its present height." This caucus is only preliminary to a 
"glorious democratic Whig meeting in Tammany Hall" which 
for the sakc of drawing a large crowd is announced with 
placards having the following headlines: 2,000 homicides, 
1,500 divorces, 1,000 atrocities, 800 fclonies, 600 cholera 
morbus ! 

Not only the economic problems treated of in the pre- 
ceding pages centered around money, but also social life re* 
volved around this same great factor in our public and private 
life.** In the English translation of his first book the author 
says: ""Social orders as yet there are none, but they are de- 
veloping in the same way as wealth, luxury, 88 ambition, and 
sciences, on the one side, and poverty, ignorance and indirect 
oppression on the other side, are increasing. Here, as every- 
where eise, this is the natural course of things." But it seems 
to be especially the first, wealth, and its antipode, poverty, 
which establish classes. As mentioned before, the amount of 
money which a person possessed put him in a certain class. 
We are now to witness the struggle between aristocracy and 
plutocracy, or aristocracy of birth and aristocracy of money, 
as Lomond called it. In George Howard* 9 this class is called 
mushroom aristocracy ; Stephy calls these parvenues would-be- 
aristocrats, and describes them as " 70 miserable stuff ! Sons of 
runaway Irish and Scotch, who were cobblers and tailors." 
Elsewhere" they are termed the existing and are defincd with 

85 For arguments against credit see Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. IV, 
pp. 144-145. 

66 Cf. Cooper, James Fenimore, The American Democrat, pp. 
45, 82. 

« The United Stetes, p. VIII. 

88 The following are references to passages where luxury is called 
a vital force in the down fall of democratic ideals in the United States: 
Jcfferson, IVritings, v. IV, p. 188.— Brauns, Ernst, Ideen, pp. 187, 259.— 
Cooper James F., Die Nord-Amerikaner, v. I, p. 124. — Schmidt, Fried- 
rich, Versuch über den politischen Zustand der Vereinigten Staaten, v. 
I, p. 484 

<* George Howard, p. 21. 

70 Morton, pt. I, p. 166. 

Tl Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. III, p. 61. 
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thc following words : "The existing are the good individuals, 
ihc Glitt, the cream on the surface of this aggregate of four- 
teen millions of human beings, styled American nation, and 
composed of plebeian vulgarity, of shoe makers, tailors, 
mechanics, and farmers, the fraction of the hundreds of 
thousands which follow in the train of the fourteen millions, 
these are the existing, thus styled for the sake of distinction 
from the dead mass." 

But we learn little about them by simply giving the 
various names and telling what sort of people belonged to this 
class. Let us Step behind the scenes to see how these actor« 
play their röles in the theatre of public life. Here we shall 
obtain an insight into the struggle for existence of this class, 
and become aware of another deteriorating force working in 
the social life of our elites of that time. 

" T, Good Heavens! how busily they work the web! One 
might laugh at their childish weaving if it were not so serious. 
Yes, they spin threads which will reach from the Gulf of 
Mexico to Lake Erie and Champlain, and soon across to 
Huron, in fact, wherever our good families reside. An im- 
mense net they are spinning, which will be ten times torn by 
thc giant, called spirit of the people (Volksgeist), and as often 
woven again by thousands and thousands of lazy, yet busy 
hands. Like Spiders, too, they withdraw further into darkness 
after every rent, but as soon as they recover from the shock. 
they appear again. Yes, yes, our aristocracy, or rather quasi- 
aristocracy! It is really amusing sometimes to look at the 
cards it plays ; it is like a band of roving musicians, who can 
only play one air, but can play that perfectly; Start whatcver 
tune you like, sober or drunk, and they will chime in and play 
their tune. Our aristocrats are real cats; throw them as you 
will and they alight on their f eet. No means are beneath them ; 
no lever is too weak — they can use them all, suit themselves 
to all ; give them a cuff on the left cheek, and they will smile, 
satisfied, and hold out the right ; but then look out for them ! 

72 Ralph Doughby, pp. 189-191. 
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they pay you back a thousand times ! Thcy have already spun 
iheir threads from the Town of Brotherly Love, and the 
Yankee City across the whole Union. Priests are their 
quartermasters, old women are their heavy ordnance, and our 
boys and girls their light cavalry, with which they Surround 
Uncle Sam, and try to catch him after the manner of catching 
a wild horse. 

"Yes, my dear Uncle Sam, you drive happily and merrily 
about on the great prairie of your glorious liberty, but beware ! 
for dogs and hunters are multiplying to chase you ! Take care. 
or they will draw a noose over your head, for they have many 
and various ones ; and I should believe, that if good George IV 
had money enough to send one of his brethren over with a few 
hundred pounds, payable at John Bull's bank, our precious 
Boston blue-stockings, New York men-on-'change, and Phila- 
delphia tariff-men would be persuaded to give in their al- 
legiance, and would run head over heals not to miss the first 
levee of the new American Majesty. Such a levee would be 
an excdlent thing for our aristocrats, where the plebeian 
democrats could only look on ! 

"Yes, the race I speak of is a dear race, a swect race, a 
little spoiled by vulgarity, and pale and bilious, and in its veins 
is less pure blood than spoiled spirits; but otherwise it is 
füll of the wärmest fedings for thee, dear Uncle Sam ! But 
you know them, and consequently you have given them their 
passport, just rencw that passport for the next threc hundred 
years, and you will find it to your advantage." 

It is true we always have looked up to European aristo- 
cracy and their titles. And now that we have waged war on 
aristocracy, allied with aristocracy, it seems that we more than 
ever pay homage to it. But back to Scalsfield and Baron von 
Schochstein who was not little surprised at " T *the almost 
'dolatrous homage offered to his title of baron and chamberlain 
(Junker) that he seemed to ask himself : 'Is this, then, your 
boasted republic ?* " 

n Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, p. 249. 
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In the same work, from which this last quotation is taken, 
our romancer, speaking of the works of James Fenimore 
Cooper, defends those writings in which he attacked and 
ridiculed the Americans; although no title is mentioned, we 
can easily see that Sealsneid is thinking of The American 
Democrat, and especially of Home as Found (both appeared in 
1836). "Mr. Cooper", the author says, "may have written 
passionately, imprudently; his injured pride, strongly ap- 
preciating the distinctions shown him in Europe, had induced 
giddiness in him and roused him on his return against our far 
irom tenderhearted democracy; but his assertions, neverthe- 
less, are true. As an American, a patriot, he deeply and pain- 
fully feels the bad influence beginning to react from Europe. 
and chiefly from England, on our own country, poisoning in 
its very marrow and inmost fibres, our republican body. We 
have doubtless, during the last seven years, retrograded rather 
than advanced in civilization and social order." The upper 
class has become more English-loving — they have attained 
wealth ; now, not unlike John Jacob Astor, they implore social 
Standing, the breeding of born aristocrats, and the customs 
and manners 7 * of a land, the civilization of which is a thousand 
years older. 78 

How much we relied upon England for everything 
fashionable and proper and how much we aped Englishmen we 
see in Cooper's Home as Found. But in Wahlverwandtschaf- 

7 « Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. III, pp. 426-427.— Cf. Grund, 
F., Die Americaner, p. 16. "The Americans have been reproached as 
slavishly imitating European customs, which at lcast amongst the richer 
classes is donc to a degree which borders on the ridiculous." 

78 One of the most pernicioiis customs was that of duclling: Seals- 
field (Kajütenbuch, pt. II, p. 176 f.) states that in 1826 and 1827 more 
than a hundred ducls werc fought each year. He, furthermore, teils us 
that bank presidents camc to an understanding not to give credit to 
arryone who would not give his word of honor to ccase that feudal 
practicc, at least during the time he was their drbtor. In Die Ver- 
einigten Staaten, duelling is called a result of the European diplom?cy 
of Adams. Anti-duelling bills were passed in various states. (For 
Virginia, cf. Warden, D. B., A Statistical, Political, and Historical Ac- 
count of the Uniled States, v. II, p. 207; for Mississippi, cf. Marryat, 
Frederick, Diary, ser. II, v. II, p. 21.) To illustrate how the practicc of 
duelling had dcveloped its rules and regulations, we shall quote again 
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ten, we havc just as good an example, perhaps portrayed 
with less ridicule. There was a certain Thornton in New 
York, who had come from England to give lessons in etiquette 
and manners, concerning whom one of the dandies in the 
novel says the following: "We are heartily tired of our 
(Semocracy — mobocracy, rather. He comes quite apropos, nay, 
entre nous, our 'existences' gave him a call through their 
f riends in old England ; mais entre nous, we need his assistance 
in giving the death blow to our mobocracy. AU the good agrec 
with him. He'll receive, however, a few cuts in our dailies 
for the sake of blinding the eyes of the millions." 

Just as this class is the upper extreme so do we have a 
lower extreme in the class called "workies," which we do not 
believe to be so well portrayed and in such lively colors, in any 
contemporaneous work. 

" Te The young man, twenty-three years of age, landed here 
(on a Mississippi plantation) a few days since, offering his 
Services as a carpenter or cabinet-maker. Being informed of 
che want of such a person on the plantation, he remained and 
introduced him seif to me on my return from the fields ; during 
this complimentary process, his left hand rested in his breeches 
pocket, the right supported a roll of twist, from which he 
supplied him seif, while he eyed me, at his ease, from head to 
foot — retaming his variegated high-crowned beaver on his 
head. His clothing consisted of a black dress-coat, probably 
on his back night and day for the last f our weeks ; pantaloons 
of the same color, dirty stockings, and shoes down at the heels. 
Under his arm he held a package with cigars and newspapers, 
both forming doubtless his chief bodily and mental sustenance 
— in a word, an image of horrible apathy. I considered him 
one of those appendages of our courts of justice, in the South- 

from Marryat, ser. II, v. II, p. 295. "Princeton, Miss., May 9, 1838. 
Terms of combat proposed between John T. Bowie and W. Nichols— 
First, the weapons to be used shall bc bowie knives, length of blade ten 
and threc-fourths inches, etc., etc. — N. B. Further prelimkiaries will 
be settled between the seconds when those terms shall have been ac- 
cepted." 

f Pflanzerlebm, pt. I, pp. 27-32. 
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east styled bloodsuckers ; but I found my error on being in- 
formed by him that he was a gentleman desirous of making a 
temporary arrangement with me as carpenter and cabinet- 
maker, in consideration of the lawful equivalent. I was now 
aware that in him I beheld one of those worthies, a pupil of 
that new democratic school, which might certainly reconcile us 
to the curse of slavery, if anything could. I had heard and 
seen in the North many of the movements of these men, and 
thus considered it worth my while to make the acquaintance of 
a branch of this far-spreading tree of poison. To my question 
regarding that lawful equivalent, he replied, after having duly 
emitted a ray of coffee-colored juice from his toothless mouth, 
that he considered as such $1.50 per day, with genteel board 
and lodging, 'such as a Citizen and gentleman required' . . . But 
we have thousands of his kind in the North. New York, 
Baltimore, Philadelphia are crowded — we may almost say, 
governed by them," They decide the elections; their tools 
occupy the seats in the Assemblies and in Congress. They have 
their officers, presidents, secretaries and agents — a perfect 
Organization, and newspapers for the purpose of agitating the 
mob and of bringing their plans to maturity." These plans, 
although monstrous, are not new. They desire the Agrarian 
law of the plebeians of ancient Rome, but remodeled in true 
democratic style. They desire not only to take the surplus 
and apply it where they think fit, but also to make this en- 
viable State of the juste-milieu lasting. To destroy and forfit 
the monopoly of talent and knowledge, they condemn univer- 
sities and academies, as being alone accessible to the rieh, hot- 
beds of vain speculations, mines of aristoeratie opinions and 
preponderating ideas, at variance with the democratic prin- 
cipe. Mediocrity is their motto; by it alone this precious 
principle can be retained in its purity." 

So far we have only used the works of Sealsfield ex- 
clusive of his letters. For the years following his last publica- 

n Cf. Chapter entitled "Our new pillars of State." WoMvtrwandt- 
schaften, pt IV, pp. 191-194. 

n Cf. Ibid., p. 191. 
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tion (1842-43) we must turn to his correspondence." In a 
letter to Heinrich Erhard,« 0 dated New York, April 25, 1854," 
he makes the following Statement: "I found the material 
advances during the seventeen years of my absence enormous, 
the political less so, and the intellectual still less. The huge 
immigration of Irish" — in the twelve to eighteen years three 
millions of Irishmen must have immigrated, all proletarians- - 
is a frightful fertilizer for this land; the consequences are 
evil, they manifest themselves in murder, drunkenness, and 
all other despicable vices. But these are matters which ought 
not to be discussed in a letter, since they would lead too far. ' 
On the 17th of July* 3 he enters more deeply into the subject : 
"I teil you, the entire credit and mercantile System of the 
United States is rotten through and through. Not a day 
passes that a partner or a cashier is not caught in some f raud. 
If they are poor devils they are locked up, are they rieh, then 
they drive about in their carriages just as they did before; 
not a hand will touch them. The present condition of morals 
in the United States is shocking. I have before me the Louis- 
ville Courier, which enumerates thirteen homicides in that 
town and county during the last two years, and not a one of 
these murderers was punished in the least.* 4 It has practically 
become a custom, and a man who sits at the table next to you 
will shoot you down after dinner with cold blood in his veins, 
because you have stared at him during the meal in a some- 
what displeasing way. In New York, three months ago we 
had a day when twelve— I teil you, twelve— murderers were 
tried at the same time. That would seem incredible, but the 

79 The writer had access only to those letters published in Faust, 
A B., Der Dichter beider Hemisphären. 

80 Heinrich Erhard was then manager of Metaler's Verlagsbuch- 
handlung, Stuttgart 

« Letter No. 33. 

81 Murray, C. A., Travels in North America, v. II, p. 169, calls the 
Irishmen "The most improvident, quarrelsome, turbulent population in 
the contment." — Cooper, James Fennimore, Die Amerikaner, v. II, p. 
146, lantents the strong Irish immigration. 

88 Letter 35 B. 

** Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt IV, pp. 189-190. 
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newspapers give names, etc., there is no room for doubt, I am 
sorry to say. I possess quite a large collection of papers 
which I intend to use, for there is need, and the time has 
rome that an honest pen should pronounce judgment over 
these horrible sprouts of our democracy and demogogy, and 
as far as I can see, some good can be accomplished, provided 
it be done in the right way." Then follows a little postscript 
which speaks for a good deal of delicacy on the part of the 
author: "Do not make use of these notes on the moral con- 
dition, etc., especially toward Cotta, if I may ask . . . . It is 
little befitting a Citizen of the United States to talk against his 
country, others may do it, I don't care, but I shall not." 

So far we had no reason to believe that Sealsfield suffered 
any material loss in this country, 85 but in some of his letters 
of 1861 and 1862 written to Miss Elise Meyer, we find proof 
thereof, and we can well imagine how considerable losses in 
personal property might have influenced him to look at the 
American nation with a more pessimistic predisposition. 
January 6, 1861 M he writes from his new home near Solo- 
thurn, Switzerland : "The new year begins with ominous 
manifestations, which are taking a very disquieting turn." 
Speaking of the probability of a civil war he says that in 
case the southern states should secede he would lose his 
property. In a letter of January 28th ,T we read : "My coun- 
try must pass through all those crises which are prescribed 
to all large republics during their sickness. Meanwhile the 
earthly possessions of entire generations are ruined. If I had 
sold four years ago, I would have realized hundreds of thou- 
sands." 

August 31, 1861 M he speaks of a practice of cheating 
which is beyond belief, and remarks that this crisis was to 

88 Faust, A. B., Der Dichter beider Hemisphären, p. 76, claims that 
the author lost considerable sums in a bank failure at New Orleans in 
the year 1830, but neither he nor any other biographer has proven this 
assertion. 

8« Letter No. 48. 
w Letter No. 49. 
m Letter No. 51. 
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be expected ; for eighty years of happiness and fifty ycars of 
peace have effcminatcd and spoiled the people. Thus he lives 
between hope 89 and doubt 00 until he sees after the first year 
of war that the nation has proven herseif great. 91 Kertbeny" 
teils us that Sealsneid refused to publish a novel 9 * written 
between 18+4-1848 because his trip to the United States in 
1850 (1854 !) convinced him that the descriptions of the people 
in his works were no longer true. Nevertheless Sealsfield 
lived for our country tili the hour of his death. His last 
words before his spirits departed were: "Nichts neues von 
drüben?" In his testament he bequeathed to two boys of his 
brother's family special sums that they might go to America 
to find new and better homes. 

«» Letter of September 21, 1861, No. 52. 
*> Letter of October 15, 1861. No. 53. 
•» Letter of May 8, 1862, No. 57. 

93 Kertbeny, a Hungarian writer who was Sealsfield's friend during 
his last years, and who had intentions of becoming his Eckermann. 

•* Prohably "Ost und West', 3 vols., which the author burned 
«hortly before his death wkh one or two other works. 
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PART II. 

NATIONAL TYPES. 

Chapter I. 

INTRODUCTION. 

In 1893 Professor Frederick J. Turner published an 
article in the Annual Report of the American Historical 
Association, entitled The Significance of the Frontier in Amer- 
ican History, in which he directs attention to the fact that 
American history had thus far been studied from the limited 
point of view of the Atlantic Coast, chiefly that of the New 
Englander. The true point of view in the history of our 
nation is, however, not the Atlantic Coast — it is the Great 
West. Our historians, he Claims, have ever been students of 
constitutional and political history, but they have failed to 
inquire into the social development of the nation, a process, 
which, he asserts, must be studied on the various frontiers, 
where different ethnic and social elements met with savage 
inhabitants and primitive nature. Here these ethnic elements 
were confronted by an environment which at first seemed to 
overwhelm them. Gradually, however, they transformed the 
wilderness and imprinted their peculiar stamp upon it. Thus 
the various elements, he bdteves were Consolidated into an 
American nation, and at the frontier were, in his opinion, 
developed the striking characteristics of the American intel- 
lect: That coarseness and strength combined with acuteness, 
inquisitiveness, et cetera. 

While it is true that economists and historians had until 
then overlooked this important field of study, 1 the task which 

1 What ha s since been done in this field is shown by the work of 
Solon J. Buck, Reuben G. Thwakes, and C. W. Alvord, and others. 
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Professor Turner set to American historiography had bcen 
formulated, and in a way accomplished by Sealsfield many 
years before. 

A Student of history and of human civilization, an 
original thinker of unusual depth, who had assimilated the 
fundamental principles of Herder's philosophy of history, and 
a settler at the wild frontier of the Southwest for several 
years, he observed the historical process, which he had wit- 
nessed as a participant, with the keen insight of the historian 
as well as with the clear eye of the artist. None of the 
features which in Professor Turner's view constitute the 
significance of the frontier in the development of American 
life and nationality escaped Sealsfield, but he beholds them as 
partial phases of a rieh, pulsating life rather than in the light 
of a fbeed formula or an abstract academic theory. Nor is 
he opinionated enough to consider frontier life as the only, 
or even the chief source from which the striking character- 
istics of the American intellect took their origin. Again it 
is the innate love of the artist for the variety and multiformity 
of life which enables him to peroeive the whole of American 
life and to recognize the many forecs at work in the making 
of our composite nationality. He is fully aware of the Sterling 
qualities of manhood developed at the frontier, but he is far 
from weaving a romantic halo about the backwoodsman, for 
he knows that at the boundaries of civilization "the dregs 
repelled by civilized society collect," and he is not unmind- 
ful of the fact that respectable and cultured men whom ill 
fortune or love of adventure has cast into the wilderness of 
frontier life, will inevitably experience a decay of their higher 
aspirations, and in the course of time sink to the low intel- 
lectual level of primitive civilization, the typical lot of co- 
lonists of all times. 

There is, however, one tie which, in Sealsfield's opinion, 
binds the various racial and social elements together, and unite* 
them into one cosmopolitan Commonwealth: their love of 
liberty and of the free institutions of our republic. It is his in- 
sight into this powerful, all embracing, patriotic spirit pervad- 



£eutfdj*9merifaniidje (Befdjidjtöblättfr 



ing thc population of our country, which inspires our author 
to the prophetic words : 2 "Only eighty years ago our country 
was a forgotten corncr of the earth, inhabited by a few hun- 
dred thousand families of poor colonists, upon whom even 
their own countrymen looked down with haughty contempt 
as a degenerate race, as less than the dregs of the great 
European System — regarded, even by the Britons, as the scum 
of the earth, and treated accordingly, while they were scarcely 
known by the rest of the world. Who would thcn, when 
these poor French Acadians were driven from their huts by 
Britons and Anglo-American colonists, clad in skins, fighting 
tinder Webb against the French Montcalm because their 
masters in Gennany did the same — who would then have 
predicted that diese same despised colonists twenty years after 
would found an empire which, in less than sixty years, would 
become the pride of mankind? which would defy the mighty 
mother country, defeat it twice successfully in war, and take 
its stand among the mightiest nations upon earth? Sixty 
years more and this empire may stand, perhaps, master of 
the world ; and, in that beneficial reaction, which Providence 
has assumed as a principle in physical and moral government, 
oppose the mighty northern Colossus, which, equally obscure, 
though rougher and wilder in its origin, rose from the icy 
fields of the north and stepped forward amid siege and 
carnage, ruin and death, stretching its gigantic arms, some- 
times threatening, sometimes caressing across Europe, while 
she panted under the convulsions of liberty. Yes she pants, 
poor virgin Europe ! she pants with all her might for Um 
ncw birth ; she hopes to bring forth a brighter and more 
glorious offspring than the world has yet seen. But ah! she 
forgets the mighty giant that must devour her child, and her 
sun sinks in the west, and dim twilight overspreads her, and 
her night comes on, while for us the glorious morning 
arises !" 

A remarkable survey of the historical pxocess at the 
American frontier taken from the high vantage ground of 

2 Ralph Doughby, pp. 53-54. 
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the philosopher of history and the past is contained in the 
following passage from Ralph Doughby: '"And well may 
strangers, who first visit our country, stare at such sights. 
With us, they do not even create a smile; the collision into 
which we are thrown by our ever-movable, unsteady repub- 
Hcan intercourse, is certainly not particularly agreeable . . . 
The fellow who has just turned his back to us has in his 
cold smile, something that might be compared to a lurking 
congo-snake — a most devilish grin ; thus a murderer .must 
Iook who coolly puts the steel into his victim's breast. But 
can we have all Washingtons, Jays, and Franklins? Is it 
not rather a necessary, absolute condition of our liberty, that 
Citizens' virtues, as well as vices, should grow more luxuri- 
antly, because they are freely permitted to grow and increase? 
And if the one outweighs the other, is not the cause to bc 
sought in the fact that crimes with us is the natural drain of 
those fluids which emit their impurities by the bung-hole? 
The dregs, repelled by civilized Society, collect naturally near 
the boundaries of civilization, in the West, where laws are 
still weak. Indeed, things frequently look terrible along these 
boundaries — real scum is to be found there — gamblers, 
murderers, and thieves, among whom a respectable man's life 
is not saf e. But these only last a short time ; better ones fol- 
low, and the rabble retreat farther, before approaching culture 
and civilization, and before the laws, which grow too strong. 
But their doings have not been worthless. Against their will, 
they have been forced by want and need to clear forests, make 
paths through the pathless wilderness, and tili the earth for 
better sucecssors. With such wild, desperate characters, 
originated the paradisian hüls and Valleys of Kentucky, the 
excellent farms of Ohio, and the magnificent meadows of 
Tennessee. They have gone many thousands of miles — their 
works have remained. They have become the foundation 
of the happiness of millions of free, civilized, and religious 
Citizens, who pray to the God of their fathers in thousands 
and thousands of temples, in places where formerly only the 

» Ibid., pp. 233-236. 
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wild Indian hunted. We love to see the culture of our land 
break through unto the bordcrs of the second ocean ; we love 
well to glide for thousands of miles down the gigantic stream, 
in our magnificent floating palaces, and en passant, it may 
be said, collect a rieh harvest of dollars from the extremity 
of our Union. We must not consider those men who help 
us in achieving these wonders, altogether worthless, and avoid 
any collision with them — the less, as there is many a respect- 
able character among them. The mouth which breathes the 
mephitic vapors of the Mississippi and Red River swamps, is 
not fit to chew raisins; that hand which felis our gigantic 
trees and drains our bogs, cannot be covered with kid gloves. 
Our land is the land of contrast— the land in which the life 
of man shows itself before our eyes as it was three thousand 
years ago, and as it is now. In our Elastern States, the high- 
est culture exists — in some parts, even higher than the 
European, with many of the vices of their debauched civiliza- 
tion. In the farthest West may be seen that commencemeht of 
civilization as it was brought over the Black Sea by Saturn 
and Jupiter, who were in recompense adored as gods; and 
later, by Cecrops from Egypt into Grcece. These are con- 
trasts which only a narrow rntnd finds unnatural. The 
humane and well-informed understand them at a first glance ; 
they see the necessity, and submit to the disagreeable feelings 
which this collision creates, as it affords them a deep glance 
into life and social position." 

In order to comprehend and adequately to depict the 
great contrast which the rising civilization of our country 
presents, Sealsfield does not confine his attention to the cha- 
racters and events of frontier life. His vision embraces the 
various races and types of humanity, the produets of diverse 
civilizations, which have assembled in the different sections of 
our country, where all of them are destined to play a role in 
the creation of a new society, a new humanity, and a new 
civilization. In splendid procession there move before us the 
Puritan New Englanders, the Hollanders, the Germans in 
Penn's settlement, the Irish in the Carolinas, and later in 
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Kentucky, the Frcnch aristoerats, and the Creoles in Louisi- 
ana, the Negroes and the Mexicans — all of whom are different 
in speech, in inherited manners and customs, in short, in 
mental and physical qualities. Since, however, not only 
physiological characteristics, but also mental traits are sub- 
ject to hereditary transmission, the descendants of the various 
types and races will of necessity show the distinetive mental 
and physical features of their ancestors, though, perhaps, 
somewhat changed by environment and intermarriage. Whilc 
Sealsfield takes pains to trace the racial and cultural differ- 
ences of the various settlers in his tales to their European 
origin, he is equally careful to describe the psychological 
change going on in the new surroundings. 4 "In the midst of 
this activity we were not little astonished that we had begun 
to reason quite differently concerning things of the past and 
future, in a manner which had not the least connection with 
our earlier modes of thought. We began to judge the con- 
ditions of life, our position, and that of others, in a more 
materialistic way, independently, in the same degree as we 
began to become more independent. A revolution occurred in 
our system of ideas; even the condition of public life, the 
politics of Europe, of our royal house, appeared in an entirely 
new light, our cavalier views were lost in a perspective. — We 
were not a little astonrshed, for it was a psychological phe- 
nomenon, and was so much harder to explain, since we had 
never spoken to our squatter neighbors about it. Our ideas 
were spontaneous. It seemed as though we had awakened 
out of a long dream, and had outgrown childhood and its 
leading strings, which had been guiding us hither and thither." 
— And elsewhere he speaks of a spontaneous change in the 
emigrant with the following words: 5 "This egoism creeps 
over the emigrant in America, whether he will or not — an- 
other stränge peculiarity, a contrast which is always seen 
between the inhabitant of this country and the Europeans. 
Nature herseif is the cause." 

* Nathan, pp. 376-377. 

• PflanMerleben, pt II, pp. 244-245. 
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While in the first part of the present study wc have dis- 
cussed the political and economic development of this country 
as it appeared to Sealsfield, we shall follow in the succeeding 
chapters how he pictures the various ethnic elements which 
represent the actors in the gigantic epic of civilization, which 
he unrolls bcfore our eyes. Impelled by the same motives and 
hopes, each of these elements shares in the mighty struggle 
with primitive nature as well as in its final conquest by the 
energy and intelligence of man, and each ethnic group con- 
tributes the best of its national European heritance to the 
character of the rising nationality, and to the new, gradually 
developing civilization in its irresistible westward course. It 
is the heroism, not of single great individuals, but of the 
groups and masses, of a demoeraey, winning by restless toil 
and untold privations, sufferings, and sacrifices, a new con- 
tinent, which our rhapsodist celebrates in his remarkable epic. 
Nor is the tragic and deeply pathetic strain wanting in his 
heroic song: the description, already discussed in the first part 
of this study, of the death struggle of the aborigines who can- 
not be merged into the new nationality, and are therefore 
destined to gradual extinetion. 
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KENTUCKIANS. 

The Student of western history will notice that civiliza- 
tion did not advance slowly and steadily, conquering the 
wilderness in its path, but that it advanced with the pioneers 
by leaps and bounds, leaving more civilized life hundreds of 
miles behind. 1 Thus Kentucky was settled— its beautiful Val- 
leys first— thus the Kentuckians left the "dark and bloody 
ground"*— an appellation not originating with the contentions 
of whites with Indians, but of Indians with Indians 3 — and 
settled Tennessee, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, Missouri, 
and Arkansas, after advancing not only a few hundred but 
fifteen to twenty hundred miles. Kentuckians, whatever be 
their character, since they gave the ground color* to the con- 
querors of the next west, must be studied before we attempl 
an analysis of the life and character of the American inhabit- 
ants of the Mississippi Valley. 

Sealsfield, not unlike D. B. Warden 8 and Timothy Flint, - 
considered them a people of peculiar ethnic characteristics. 
which he traced back to two main sources. They are on 

1 Cf. Skinner, Constance, Pioneers of the Old Southwest, p. 31. 

a Sealsfield refers to it as "bloody ground" when the first pioneers 
settled there, as though it had had the name alrcady. Pflanzerlebcn, 
pt. I, p. 286. 

* The Iroquois, Cherokee, and Shawanee claimed it as their 
hunting grounds, and after the Iroquois had ceded it to the British 
Crown in 1768 by the treaty of Fort Stanwix the Cherokee again 
protested so that another treaty was signed— Cf. Skinner, C, Pioneers, 
pp. 129-130-Hall, Sketches of the West, p. 234. 

* Flint, Indian Wars, p. 49. "The people of this state have im- 
Iircssed their name, character, and spirit in a great degrec upon the 
whole West." Cf. Flint, History and Geography, p. 180. 

B Account of ihr United States, v. II, p. 327. 

« Recollections, pp. 70-71. 
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one hand the offsprings of affluent and noble planters of 
Virginia and North Carolina/ and on the other hand, ad- 
venturers, rowdies and men fleeing from justice, who took 
here free land by "tomahawk claim"— that is by cutting their 
names into the bark of deadened trees.« These first settlers 
of the "bloody ground," their character, their struggles and 
final success due to tircless effort, are described by the author 
in the following words : 

9 "Glancing from the right shore of the belle riviere 10 to 
The left, you find an entirely different branch of Uncle Sam's 
family, a branch very ditTerent from the cold, frosty Yankee. 
He is a jovial fellow, still bearing his Indian wars fresh in 
his memory, and loving races, rows, cards, and dice more 
than is absolutely necessary; tossing his head, and boasting 
somewhat of being descended from Old Virginia, who, you 
are aware, dates her genealogy from a younger son of a noble 
English race, and consequently looks down somewhat con- 
temptuously on her plebeian brethren, as younger sons of old 
families are prone to do. His head is less cool than that of 
his brother Yankee, but his heart also is warmer, and in the 
right spot. Some seventy years since, his ancestors, a number 
of those sons of Virginia, overstepped her present western 
botmdary in search of discoveries and adventures. At that 
time woody darkness lay spread over the entire Ohio and 
Mississippi. The lowest shores of these endless streams, and 
of our Red River, were at that time but thinly settled by 
Frenchmen. When the brave Wanderers penetrated deeper 
into the majestic darkness of the natural forest, and ap- 
proached the gruesome 'bloody ground/ as the present Ken- 
tucky was styled, and heard the wild music of cougars, 
panthers, bears, and wolves, they were terrified. Still they 
persevered in the joyous hope of meeting the Ohio ; but when 

i Cf. Ibid. 

8 Skinner, Pioneers, p. 33. 

» Pflanserleben, pt. I, pp. 285-288. 

10 Author's footnote: "The Ohio called 'Beautiful River' by the 
Frenchman." This is not quite correct, for it is only a translation of 
the Indian word 'Ohio', which means beautiful river. 
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they penetrated dceper into the heart of the 'Woody ground' 
without reaching their ahn, and suddenly the whoop of the 
red men sounded in their ears, their courage failed and, hor- 
rorstruck, they fled for tbeir homes. Some seventy years have 
elapsed since that day," and if now your path goes through 
the 'Woody ground,' you almost stumble, I may say, Over 
cities of five and ten thousand inhabitants in the very midst of 
those forests which terrified the first adventurers of Virginia 
in so fearful a manner .... And this is the work of the jovial, 
and often inconsiderate Kentuckian, notwithstanding his Irish 
deviltry," and his wild rough-and-tumble habits, and his oc- 
asional contempt for his brethren of Uncle Sam's family, 
when he remembers his transatlantic origin." 13 

This Kentuckian we shall characterize now, and throw 
enough light upon his "Irish deviltry" to understand why he 
should be the "horror of all Creoles, who, when they wish 
to describe the highest degree of barbarity, designate it by the 
name of Kentuckian." 14 In The Americans 1 * the author 
repeats a conversation which he had with some Kentuckians 
on his trip in 1826. Somewhere near Bigbone Lick he stopped 
at a farm house "of a rather better appearance;" but the first 
night's lodging convinced him but too plainly, "that the in- 

11 Sealsfield, of course, knew nothing of the first explorations of 
this country which feil into the years 1560-1574. Daniel Boone and his 
followers, of whom the author is thinking, had becn preceded by many 
a pioneer .— Cf. Alvord and Bidgood, First Explorations. 

ia Winsor, Justin, Westword Movement, p. 528, speaks of the 
"lawless profligacy of the border, which the Irtsh had done so much 
to mairrtain." 

18 Cf. Flint, Recollections, pp. 66-67. "I was much amused to see 
the countcnances of some of the hoary patriarchs of this country, 
with whom I stayed, brighten up instantly, as they began to paint the 
aspect of this land of flowcrs and game, as they saw it when they 
first arrived here .... Indeed the first settlement of the country, 
the delightful scenes, which it opened, the singular character of the 
first adventurers, who seem to have been a Compound of the hero, the 
philosopher, the farm er, and the savage . . .*' 

»« The Americans, p. 143— Cf. Peck»s Guide to the West, p. 124. 
"The name of Kentuckian is constantlv associated with the idea of 
fighting, drinking, and gouging (Quoted from Hall's Sketches of the 
West). 

« Ibid., p. 22ff. 
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habitants of this State, justly called in New York, half horse 
and alligator," had not yet assumed a milder character." The 
"stranger" 17 was welcomed with a dram of whiskey and the 
customary question as to where his home was. The Ken- 
tuckian having been informed that it was Pennsylvania, saw 
an opportunity to express his opinion on that State and its in- 
habitants. Comparing them with the Kentuckians, he says : 
"I like the people of Pennsylvania better than these G-d d — d 
Yankees, but still they are no Kentuckians .... The Ken- 
tuckians are astonishingly mighty people, they are the first 
people on earth . . . They are immensely great, and wonder- 
fully 18 powerful people . . . They are ten times superior to 
any nation on earth 19 . . . The Pennsylvanians have not a 
Square mile of land in their State equal to our poor lands." 10 

*• Thornton, Richard H. ( American Glossary, v. I, pp. 410-413, 
gives the following explanation of this peculiar phrase: "A ludicrous 
appellation of boatmen and backwoodsmen in former days," and 
illustrates it with thirty-three quotations found in backwoods literature 
between 1809 and 1860. to which we are in Position to add seven more: 
"The Americans, p. 22, quoted above; Ralph Doughby, p. 72, "Don't 
be a half horse, half alligator." — Ibid., p. 217, "I remarked about a 
dozen half horse and alligator faces, who might easily clear the 
table before we have enjoyed the view of it." — Pflanzerlebe», pt. I, 
p. 172, "I shake my head reprovingly while he approaches, the man of 
the spur, around whom a number of yclling, laughing, half horse. half 
alligator countenances have collected, to see the man who has boasted 
he could empty the Red River." — Grund, Aristokratie, v. II, p. 63, 
refers to Mrs. TroHop's half horse, half alligator race of the West — 
Flint, History and Geography, p 137, Kentuckians, designated with the 
"repulsive terms backwoodsmen, gougers, ruffians, demi-savages, a 
Strange mixture in the slan? phrase of the 'horse and alligator* ."— 
Grund, Die Americaner p. 204 speaking of western settlers: "Their 
amphibious nature, originating in the necessity to become familiär at 
an early age with navigation on the western waters, and the braveness 
of their undertaking have given them the characteristic name of half 
horse and half alligator." 

17 "This is a western term, which supplies the place of the word 
'friend' in other sections of the Union." — Schoolcraft, Henry, Red 
Racc of America, p. 46. — Cf. Robbs, John S., Squatter Life, p. 65. 

18 Western phraseology and pronunciation is rendered best by 
Robb's Squatter Life. 

19 Flint, History and Geography, characterizes them as being very 
boastful and says the following concerning their love for their home 
State: "When the Kentuckian encounters danger of battle or any 
kind, when he is even on board a foundering ship, his last exclamation 
is 'hurrah for old Kentucky'." 

20 The fertility of Kentucky land of this time is described in 
Winsor, IVestward Movement, p. 528. 
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Now he describes a hand to hand, or rather a thumb to eye 
fight, which he had just witnessed, never omitting a curse n 
i£ he can find a place for one, calling the seconds wonderfully 
lovely fellows because they did not spoil the sport with inter- 
fering, and then he continues : "I presume you have races in 
Pennsylvania?" — "Yes Sir" — "and fightings and gougings 
— "No Sir" — "Yes," he finally ended his remarks and in- 
quiries with a sardonic smile, "the Pennsylvanians are a quiet, 
religious sort of people; they don't kill anything but their 
hogs, and prefer giving their money to their parsons." 

Indecd there are low and lawless people everywhere, and 
one does not need to go back to the nationality of the an- 
cestors of that class; but it seems that beside a daring ad- 
venturous spirit, without which the settlers of the first hun- 
dred years" could never have maintained themselves, the very 
life of a frontiersman— a new type in history, which was 
developed before 1700" — and above all, his constant strug- 
gles, could not nurture many noble qualities. ""They estab- 
lished themselves under a State of continual warfare with the 
Indians, who took their revenge by communicating to their 
vanquishers their cruel and implacable spirit . . . . A Ken- 
tuckian will wait three or four weeks in the woods for the 
moment of satisfying his revenge, and he seldom or never 
forgives." It is quite possible that the frontiersman has as- 
sumed some peculiarly Indian traits. Through constant con- 
tact with this savage race, he may have been imbued with 

21 Everywhere in contemporaneous literature these people are 
rebuked for their profanity. 

28 In Ralph Doughby, p. 158, which was written nine ycars later, 
we read about this praiseworthy custom : "In gouging, you know, 
I am a novice; it is not the fashion either in Louisiana or Old 
Virginia" — "And neither in Old Kentucky! No Kentuckian of any 
rcspectability does it." — Cf. Flint, R<'n>!lections, p. 98. "Indeed, I 
saw more than one man who wam cd an eye, and ascertained that I 
was now in the region of 'gouging*. It is to be understood that it is a 
sutgical Operation, which they think only proper to be practiced upon 
blackguards and their equals. 

n For first expeditions into Kentucky territory, see Alvord, C. 
W., First Exploration (1650-1674). 

* Ibid., p. 27. Alvord, Illinois Country, p. 121. 

» The Americans, p. 50. 
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parts of its nature.** Another evil which influences their 
character and behavior is slavcry and the wealth and in- 
dependence of the slave holder resulting from it. ""Passions 
must work with double power and effect, where wealth, and 
arbitrary sway over a herd of slaves," and a warfare of 
thirty years with savages, have sown the seeds of the most 
lawless arrogance and an untamable spirit of revenge." 

26 Cf. Turner, Frontier in American Hisiory, p. 201. 
« The Americans, pp. 51-52. 

M Cf. Warden, Account of the United States, p. 327, spcaking of 
Kentucky: "Slavery, howevcr, has taught the rieh to despise labor, 
and planted the seeds of other vices in their character." 
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RALPH DOUGHBY. 



"The Kentuckian as he Is and Lives." 

There are also many noble traits in the Kentuckian cha- 
racter. These Sealsneid depicts so well that the reader can- 
not help acquiring a liking for Ralph Doughby, "the Ken- 
tuckian as he is and lives," 1 a man, 3 "rough, but not coarse, 
hery, but not unfeeling. On the contrary he has all the 
tender feeling of the Kentuckians, when touched in the right 
place. " 3 "Not the least suspicion of connection with black, 
quadroon, or white beauties, rests upon him; he is much too 
volatile, even too proud, for that. His madness is, in reality, 
nothing but the exuberant spirit of an unspoiled child ot 
nature — of a natural Kentuckian." But actions speak louder 
than words: 

Several disappointments in foolish love affairs, but above 
all his love for adventure, and a desire for economic better- 
ment, which was the one great driving torce in the American 
westward march, prompted him to buy some Mississippi land 
with "improvements." After having served at the tender age 
of seventeen under "Old Hickory" in the Seminole war, 4 he 
leaves his home on Cumberland-bend and departs with several 
negroes for his new abode near New Feliciana, Louisi- 
ana/ which he nnds, of course, in a deplorable condition. But 
diligence and judgment create a valuable plantation, and 
Doughby, though looked down upon by most Creole planters 
just because he has come from Kentucky, is honored and 

1 Ralph Doughby Chap. IV is entitled "Der Kentuckier, wie er 
leibt und lebt" 

2 Ibid., p. 178. 
» Ibid., p. 179. 

* Cf. Ralph Doughby, p. 125, footnote. 

5 There is a Parish of East Feliciana and West Feliciana. 
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esteemed by all American settlers. Soon he begins wooing 
again, not exactly as "wild Ralph" did when on the Cumber- 
land, but nevertheless in a manner so daring and foolhardy 
that he causes his beloved, Emily Warren, to be at times 
much disgusted with him. Düring a river trip on the Heien 
MacGregor* up the Mississippi into the Ohio, Doughby 
notices that the George Washington, a new boat with two 
hundred horse power, is about to overtake them. At the 
mument that becomes clear to him, he leaves his beloved and 
entreats the captain to take up a race in spite of the superior 
iorce of his adversary, until the captain acts as though he 
were possessed with demons. The good work of the stokers, 
produced by the promise of a ten dollar bill for each man, 
keeps the Helen MacGregor in the lead until she is within 
half a mile from Tnnity. Then she loses; no one on deck 
knows the reason, — until an investigation below shows that a 
Negro not being able to withstand the tears and promises of 
the women and some "soft-soap Creoles," had opened a valve. 
Miss Warren was very angry, and the old gentleman as mad 
and stiff as a pair of fire tongs, but Doughby could'nt help 
it, "honor goes above all. 7 " 

At another time, when looking at some land near Yellow 
Springs, Ohio, they passed the Miami Cliffs,* when one of the 
Company makes the remark that some years ago a Kentuckian 
is said to have jumped across the abyss, but as the story goes, 
almost lost his life — "and that moment it seemed," says 
Doughby, "as if a dozen devils were laughing at rae from 
below. A Kentuckian is said to have jumped across? .... In 
one minute you can say, a Kentuckian has jumped across, and 
that sound and safe." No one can prevent him, he jumps, 
slips, and hangs over the abyss, holding himself only with the 
tips of his fingers on a rock. Emily saves his life, but at the 
same time requests Doughby to consider the relations which 

6 This stearacr was destroyed in an explosidn a ycar later. 
1 Ralph Doughby, pp. 142-155. 

« Cf. Footnote ibid., p. 162.— Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. II, p. 50. 
The cliffs in question must bc those on the Uttle Miami, east of 
Dayton. 
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had existed betwccn them as terminated.* He still hopes, but 
he is soon to find out that "she has real Yankee stubbornness, 
and never forgives." 

One day the same party is going down the Mississippi, 
and is just about to turn in the Red River, "when a boat 
crossed over from Woodville, and had already approached 
within a hundred yards, ere the watch on deck observed it. 
1t passed through the numberless floating logs and trees with a 
swiftness and daring which to us, who were near the middle 
of the stream, seemed almost madness." It was Doughby 
again. "The madcap stood in the boat, which danced up and 
down amid logs, as straight as an arrow, scarce swerving to 
cither side. The six negroes who rowed it were drenched 
from the splashing waves." He caught a rope thrown him, 
and after having been cast like a "featherball" against the side 
of the steamer, he jumped with one leap across the railing. 
He had xnade this little excursion to see Emily, who had no- 
thing but a disgusted look as thanks for his heroic voyage. 
While drinking several glasses of toddy and Monongahela, he 
laments his fate, calling himself the most unfortunate devil in 
all the world, and wishing himself three hundred feet down 
in the bottom of the Mississippi" 10 The red-hot, burning, 
boiling Kentuckian, however, realizes that he only needs a 
woman to set him right, — the woman whom his very next 
adventure is to give him in the person of a beautiful Creole 
girl. 

A buck which had escaped the rifle of an Indian was 
swimming from the right to the left shore. Doughby caused 
a boat to be lowered, and the next minute he stood in it brand- 
ishing a six foot gun. The oarsmen succeeded in reaching the 
much frightened animal before the Indians did, and Ralph, 
taking the buck by his horns, jumped into the water and tried 
to cut his throat. The knife slipped out of his hands, a 
struggle ensued between the two, and Doughby was very near 

» Ralph Doughby, pp. 160-174. 
»0 Ralph Doughby, pp. 101-105. 
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being killed when the Indian came to his rescue. Although 
the redskin had killed the animal, he withdrew leaving the 
prey to his white competitor. But now Doughby shows the 
good true heart which he has in his bosom and dearly pays 
for the buck with silver dollars and several bottles of rum, 
against the desire of all present." 

We must not wonder, then, if Julia de Menou, daughter 
of a rieh and influential Creole planter, learns to like him, 
for he ls "is indeed no bad boy, boiling hot, that is true, always 
foremost when there is anything extraordinary to be done, but 
his heart is under all circumstances in the right place; and 
with all his impetuosity, he has in his behavior something so 
inartificial, so much ease — I might say grace, if this epithel 
could be applied to a Doughby." It was love at hrst sight, 
which culminated in an elopement. After the excitement 
resulting from it is over, Doughby gives expression to his 
happiness and joy in the following words: 1J "A11 shali be 
merry today ! Papa Menou has pardoned me ! I am indeed, 
the best soul — only all must go by impulse. I'U carry my 
Julia on my hands, and all shall carry her on their hands. 
I'U snap the head off everyone who shows her an unpleasant 
face, just like a snapping turtle. I'U be shot, by Jingo, I will ! 
Try and be merry. Papa Menou has pardoned me!" Their 
marriage is a happy one, and Doughby prospers even morc 
and becomes the envy of his Creole neighbors. ""That a 
light hearted Kentuckian who came amongst them with half 
a dozen negroes and one thousand dollars should have risen 
to an important Station in society, and have drawn a prize 
in the lottery of matrimony and should now dare to take an 
active part in politics, makes him odious in their eyes." 

" Ralph Doughby, pp. 191-201. 

" Ibid., p. 202. 

" Ibid., p. 333. 

" Pflanzerleben, pt. I, p. 214. 



Uhapter III 



BACKWOODS SETTLERS. 

In Ralph Doughby we have a representative of thc Amer- 
ican planter in Louisiana, who has come with some means tu 
settle on the land to which he has a claim. Since it com- 
prises a large tract of cleared land, and since transportation 
facilities are excellent, he has a sure and ever increasing in- 
come. Within several years his slaves alone will represent a 
considerable capital. But there are other, less fortunate 
settlers in the lower regions of the Mississippi; people who 
probably live there in banishment, voluntary or involuntary, 
for none but outcasts will choose to breathe the pestilential 
vapors of swamps. Düring a Red River excursion just after 
passing the first bog through which streams the "infernal Red 
River," we approach the bank in order to take in fuel. There 
we witness the pitiful sight of a Negress waiting for the death 
of her husband, a French imperial guard who had been 
"spared in the deserts of Egypt, the battles of Marengo and 
Waterloo," and who is now dying of fever and ague. 

l "What a paradox is man I Had this unfortunate been 
sent to this, or a similar pestilential place by his superior of- 
ficers, no gold on earth could have induced him to remain. 
But he came voluntarily, probably driven from better society 
by his connection with the Negress, 8 and now he falls per- 
haps a just sacrifice to his passions. The spot on which his 
cabin Stands is not even his own property, but for that he 
cares not He has cleared a few acres of wilderness, planted 
some com and tobacco, the sale of which and of wood, Supports 
him, and might have made him wealthy, had this ugly Negress 

1 George Howard, pp. 212-214. 

2 The "Black Code" of Louisiana aüned to regulate the relations 
betwecn White» and Blacks.— Cf. Deiler, Settlement of the German 
Ctnut of Louisiana, p. 114. 
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not bcen connected with him. His cabin Stands a few steps 
back, and before the door a couple of dark brown imps are 
waddling in the mud. They look more Hke pigs than human 
beings, but they are fresh and hardy, and destined by naturc 
to cultivate this ground. Their parents vegetate only a few 
years, tili 'ague-eake'' ends their sorrows. By hard labor 
they have built their hut; with the sweat of their brow they 
have cleared a little place, but their children reap the benefits 
of their toil. Born in this poisonous atmosphere, used to these 
pestilential vapors in early childhood, they are already ac- 
climated, and they grow up like the swamp rose, to transmit 
good health to their children and grandchildren. In this way 
arose the present population of lower Louisiana, and in the 
same way, this race will multiply here. The former has long 
since decayed ; they came f rom all climates and all countries, 
debtors, revolutionists, criminals, exiles, and men who de- 
served a better fate ; all — all found a grave here ; but even in 
these worthless beings, as we call them in our pride, kind 
nature shows her motherly care. Yes, what is deemed can- 
cerous by the world — the scum, the dregs of civilized society 
— she uses to populate this wilderness, and pave the way for 
the onward march of civilization." 

Another type of settlers in the backwoods of Louisiana is 
described in George Howard (pp. 190-191), where the author 
teils us of a young couple who has left civilized society and 
now begins anew in the West. "Happy will it be for us if 
future generations do not view this way of renovating society 
as too loathsome !" 

In the attempt to characterize the Kentuckians we have 
referred to a goodly portion of the desperado dement, which, 

8 In a footnote on page 212 in George Howard, Sealsfield defines 
this ague-eake as a swelhng on the lower part of the abdomen, an 
unmediate omen of approaching dissolution— Cf Flint, Timothy, His- 
tory and Geography, p. 39. "But these agues when often repeated, and 
long continued, gradually sap the Constitution and break down the 
powers of life. The person becomes enfcebled and dropsical. Maras- 
mus, or what is called 'cachexy* ensues. A very common result is that 
enlargement of the spieen, vulgarly called 'an ague-eake' "— Cf . Birk- 
beck, Morris, Notes on a Journey in America, p. 72. 
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of course, wc must also expcct in the f arther West. Yet we 
must not expect to find an inhuman soul where we find a 
wild exterior, and though a long knife be worn in the girdle, 
it may never have been used on any living creature except 
wild animals or, perhaps, a treacherous Indian. On Missis- 
sippi and Red River steamers we can find representatives of 
almost every western State, and surely of every backwoods 
type. Thus we read in Ralph Doughby: 4 "On the dividing 
line between the fore and aft deck, and in equal distance from 
stern to bow, stood a group which could not be met with in 
our country again. It seems as if all the western states and 
territories had sent representatives on board our steamer. 
Suckers from Illinois, and Badgers 0 from the lead mines of 
Missouri, and Wolverines from Michigan, and Buckeyes from 
Ohio, intermingled with Redhorses from Old Kentucky, and 
trappers from Oregon, stood in the most lovely confusion be- 
fore us, and in costumes which in the glare of the torche« 
gave them the appearance of delegates from Pandemonium. 
One had a hunter's blouse of blue and white striped calico, 
which gave his broad back the appearance of bearing a 
tremendous, Walking £eather-bed cover; another made him- 
self remarkable by a large straw hat, which looked like the 
chimney-roofs on our villas. Winnebago wampum girdles and 
Cherokee moccasins, leather jackets, made out of tanned and 
untanned deer skins, with New York dress coats, and red and 
blue jackets, formed hcre a perfect pattern card of our na- 
tional costumes/'* 

And again: r "A stränge class of peoplel I almost be- 
lieved I was in Old Kentucky. Drovers and butchers from 
New Orleans, who were on their way to the northwestern 
countries — half savage hunters and trappers, burning with a 

* Ralph Dongkby. pp. 16-17. 

* The author erroneously calls the Missourians Badgers, an ap- 
pcllation given to inhabitanti of Wisconsin; those of Missouri are 
called Pukes. 

« Peck»s Guide to the West, pp. 116-117, describes the dress of the 
f rontiersman. 

* George Howard, pp. 208-209. 
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desire soon to sec thc prairies beyond Nacogdoches, 8 and 
there to civilize the Indians, or rather, swindle thcm — and 
peddlers from Alexandria, or thereabouts; these formed the 
so-called respectable part of our Company, and they were a 
solid set, to judge from the thickness of their soles and iron- 
shod heels." 

In the following passage Sealsfield with the hand of the 
artist, sketches a picture of the extreme southwestern popula- 
tion, which just at this time experienced a rapid growth due to 
every kind of undesirable human material settling in the 
border states, whence most left for Texas at the outbreak of 
ihe rebellion in 1834, there, perhaps, to redeem their souls by 
sacrificing their bodies at the altar of liberty. •"Some of our 
dinner Company," says George Howard, "now looked like 
desperadoes, and, as if to preserve perfect consistency, each 
of them is armed with a knife, whose horn shafts peep out of 
their breast pockets. It is worth while to become better ac- 
quainted with this collection of human curiosities, and to learn 
their biographies. Merchants from Santa Fe, squatters from 
Arkansas territory, settlers from Ouachita, 10 trappers from 
the Sabine, emigrants from Colonel Austin's" colony in Texas, 
the new land of brigands, standing, sitting, half lying, their 
feet on the chairs." 

NATHAN, THE SQUATTER REGULATOR. 

Nathan, the Squatter Regulator, as pointed out before, U 
a novel portraying backwoods life. The character of the 
frontiersman, his daily life with its joys and sorrows, and his 
relation to the colony, are pictured as well as the life of the 
entire Community, its customs, laws, and its relation to the 
State. 

* Nacogdoches, the first Mexican town after leaving Louisiana, 
footnote on page 209. Today it is skuated in the county of the same 
name in Texas. 

» Ralph Doughby, pp. 220-221. 

10 Baron Bastrop and the Marquis of Baton Rouge had large 
grants on the Ouachita, where they settled colonists. 

11 Stephen F. Austin made his first trip to Texas in 1821. 
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In the year 1792 four f amilies, who werc banished from 
their homes on the Salt River" in Kentucky," floated down 
the Ohio into the Mississippi, and thence rowed up the Red 
River to find some land where "an honest squatter" 14 might 
settle without fear of being taken as a luncheon by an al- 
ligator, or being shown a house farther on by a sheriff." 
Somewhere just above the mouth of the Black River they 
landed and went in a southern direction, until they found a 
beautiful Stretch of "transcendent land," apparently claimed 
by no one, for neither cuts nor carvings could be found in the 
trees." Here they erected their log houses and broke some 
ground for the Coming season. But since their flour and 
whiskey barreis began to show the bottom, they shot a dozen 
bears and several dozen of deer, and filled a boat with the 
hams and legs of venison, bear grease, and skins, and started 
on a voyage down the Mississippi to New Orleans; after 
bribing the harbor master" with a dozen bears' claws, they 

» The Salt River is a tributary of the Ohio from the Kentucky 

side. 

" Abcwt this time there was great interest in Kentucky, which 
caused no little fear amongst Spanisn officials — Cf. Winsor, Westward 
Movement, p. 526. "There is no doubt that the Spanish stood in 
dread of some ebullition of passion which would hurl a large force 
against their settlement on the Mississippi, and the Kentuckians werc 
spoken of in connection wkh the Cumberland settlers, as 'restless, 
poor, ambitious, and capable of the most daring enterprises', and 
Carondelet was fearful of their ultitnate attempts to cross the Mis- 
sissippi" 

i« Nathan, p. 30, author's footnote: "Squatter, from squat. to sit 
in Indian fashion; thus are calted backwoodsmen, who, without caring 
for title of po$session, settle on any piece of land, build a log cabin, 
and tili the soil. Half hunter, half farmer, they can be considered a 
middle class betwecn hunters proper, and backwoodsmen. Many 
rcmain squatters all their life, others settle lawfully, and thus return 
to society." 

15 Cf. passages, p. 39 and 305. It is hard to determine just where 
Seal sfi cid places the settlement But it must have been in (he extreme 
southcm, or most probably, southwestern part of Avoyelle County, for 
this place alone is within a reasonable distance from the Red River 
just above its confluence wkh the Black River, and not too far from 
the Bayou Chicot, whence Nathan and the two Frenchmen walk to 
the colony. 

>• In order to seil, bribery was almost necessary, for the com- 
merce restrictions were rather severe — Cf. Gayarr6, Charles, History 
of Louisiana, v. III, p. 35. "O'Reilly (1769-1770) cxpressly prohibited 
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sold everything at a good price, realizing in all three hundred 
dollars. Ncar Baton Rouge they hailed a Hat boat and bought 
"a dozen barreis of com, and a half dozen of flour and 
whiskey, with several other notions." 

But they were not to cnjoy their possessions in peace. 
One day four Acadians came across the prairie, hatching 
mischief, as Asa Nollins lT and Nathan Strong suspected; but 
they remained apparently calm and the visit resultcd in the 
purchase of two horses from the strangers. Yet the settlers 
had a premonition of evil, and therefore, did not lose a 
moment to prepare themselves against a possible attack. On 
an Indian Mound 18 nearby they built a strong blockhouse sur- 
rounded by a palisade. Scarcely had the fortification been 
completed and supplied with the necessary provisions, when 
a troop of eighty-five Spaniards and Acadians came with 
hostile intentions. The siege lasted the entire day, and 
resulted in a victory over the Spaniards, who had lost thirty- 
one men against one fatality on the American side. 1 * Now 
that they had shed their blood for the land, they called it 
rightly theirs. 

Ihe purchase of anything from persons navigating the Mississippi." 
(Fine, one hundred dollars)— Ibid., p. 183, in 1767 Navarro, the In- 
tendant, wantcd "a prudent cxtension and freedom of trade." — Ibid., 
p. 325. In 1793 ihc commercial franchises were extendcd and in- 
creased. Spain had hitherto confined all trade to her natural subjects. 
or to such who were naturalized and residing in her dominions. — Cf. 
San Domingo Archives (Transcripts in Illinois Historical Survey) 
A.-G. I. 87—1—21, No. 490. American families, (que seon Catolicas) 
who were given permission to settle in Louisiana, had to pay six 
pcrcent duties on Utensils and provisions imported. (May 4, 1787). 
As a consequence of thcsc restrictions there was much illicit trade 
carried on by Americans in Louisiana— Cf. San Domingo Archives, 
A. G. I. 87—1—22. April 21, 1795. 

17 This name was pcrhaps suggested by that of Philip Nolan, who 
in 1801 lead a filibustering expedition into Texas— Cf. Thwaites, Eorly 
Western Travels, v. XVII, p. 76. 

18 The settlcment was about twenty miles to the south of the 
Larto Mounds, Catahoula Par., La.— Cf. Beyer, George E., The 
Mounds of Louisiana, especially map on page 12. 

*• Chap. I, "The Bloody Blockhouse"— On page 135 Scalsfield 
Claims that a report of the contlict between these Americans and the 
Spaniards can be found in the Moniteur de la Louisiane, and below, 
in the footnote the editor asserts that it is a historical event(?) and is 
mentioned in periodicals and historical works of the time(?!) The 
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To repel thc Spanish a second time, in case they should 
come with a larger forcc, they decided to send several letters 
to their former neighbors on the Salt River, telling them of 
the beautiful land they had found and asking a dozen families, 
or as many raore as would like, to come and settle with them, 
for there was *°'*land enough, and wood to build houses and 
make fences, without being obliged to pay the county clerk 
a cent for fees." Although Nathan would "prefer ringing an 
acre of the thickest live-oaks" to the task of composing these 
writings, in which he, by the way, was not going to say a 
word about the "bloody frolic" to keep "gougers, rowdies, 
and such folks away," he was just about to sit down to the 
task when some brave Kentuckians came toward the house. 
They proved to be relatives and friends from the Salt River, 
who, while making some repairs at Natchez heard and read 
about Asa Nollin's heroic battle. The joy over their arrival 
was great. But the following day they departed for Old 
Kentucky, where a meeting was called to vote public thanks to 
their brave countrymen, and to give them the assurance that 
many families would emigrate and help them protect their 
land against the Spanish government." Beside two Acadian 
families, who asked permission to settle in the colony, and 
who were endured as neighbors, although they were never 
received into their society on account of the "abominable 
habits" of merrymaking and dancing, the settlement counted 
in 1799, seven years after its establishment, one hundred and 

MonUeur de la Louisiane, a weckly newspaper (Cf. Robertson, Louisi- 
ana, v. I, p. 204) of which No. 26 is of Aug. 25, 1794, (printcd in fac- 
simile in Publ. of Louisiana Hist. Soc. V. I, pt. IV) must have bccn 
established about Feb. 1, 1794. It, therefore, cannot describe this con- 
flict, unless Sealsfield has reference to a later occurancc. 

» Nathan, pp. 124-125. 

21 Thus we can say of Nathan what Peck, Guide to the West, pp. 
114-115, says of the pioneer in general: "It is quite immaterial 
whether he cver becomes the owner of the soil. He is the occupant 
for the time being, pays no rent, and feels as independent as the Mord 
of the manor*. With a horse, cow, and one or two breeders of swine, 
be strikes into the woods with his family, and becomes the founder of 
a new county, or perhaps State. He build s his cabin, gathers around 
him a few other families of similar taste and habits. and occupies it 
tili the ränge is somewhat subdued and hunting a little precarious." 



153 



2>eutfd)«Bmerifantf($e©efdjidjU6Iäiter 



eighteen families." Whenever a new squatter settled, the entire 
colony gathered on a certain day to block up his house, and if 
necessary, on another day, to clear several acres of woodland. 
Since a barbecue was connected with this custom, these f rolics 
(the second is called Clearing frolic) were usually much en- 
joycd. 

As this custom is quite illustrative of western life, the 
passage describing it is quoted here: 'It is a frolic (says 
Nathan) which blocks up a house for you, and to which the 
whole Community is invited'. 'But what indeed ought we to 
do?' (asks Vignerolles) 'Well, nothing more than to call at 
every house, and request in a f riendly way the men to bring 
their axes with them to the frolic, and a dozen women you 
may invite also. They will know what you want.' .... The 
next morning we rode around the colony, inviting the inhabit- 
ants according to Nathan's desire. We saw clearly that some- 
thing unusual was on foot, though we could not imagine what 
it might be. Great preparations were going on at Nathan's 
house; cows were butchered, pans and kettles were arrayed in 
new order, and all was bustle for the whole day. Early in the 
following morning the great conch shell sounded for our de- 
parture, its trumpet tones rolling over thirty plantations. 
When we mounted our horses the whole colony was in com- 
motion. Nathan, with Mrs. Streng and Miss Mary, was ready 
for the journey — the former on horseback, the two latter in 
a carriage, in which meat, bread, whiskey, pans, kettles, and 
various Utensils were piled up, as though we were moving. 
Ourselves with Nathan and his two sons formed the vanguard. 
We had gone about half way, when the sharp, cracking blows 
of several axes were heard, and as we advanced, the blows 

22 The Student of western history knows that Louisiana was very 
thinly populated at the time. The author exaggerates, especially the 
number of American settlers. — Cf. Cox, J., Exploration* of the Louisi- 
ana Frontier, p. 157;— Marcy, R. B., Exploration* of the Red River;— 
San Domingo Archive*, A. G. I., 87—1—22 No. 44, where we read in a 
letter of 1795 of a contract between the governor and the Marqui« 
de Maison Rouge concerning the settlement of thirty or more fam- 
ihes on the Ouachita at a hundred pesos for each family. 

2 * Nathan, pp. 362-373. 
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grew louder and louder. We rode on rapidly, and soon saw 
somc fifty backwoodsmen occupied in cutting down trees. 
Still, riders with their axes came in from all sides .... The 
work grew more and more lively .... Some thirty women and 
girls riding part in carriages and part on horseback, came up 
and shook hands with us, and as soon as the men had built up 
the kitchen, they began their cooking. In less than an hour, 
the fire crackled and flamed up under more than twenty pans 
and kettles; roast-beef, beef Steaks, puddings, and cakes were 
cooking, and barreis of whiskey rolled in the grass. It was 
a scene really picturesque and exciting. At four o'clock the 
house stood blocked up — sixty feet long, fifty wide, and four 
stories high, built of cypress logs a foot thick. The work was 
immense — incredible! .... Now came the feast. Although 
the squatters, during their work, had snatched many a mouth- 
ful of beef steak, bread, or cake, yet the principal meal was 
saved to the last. A more gay and jovial meal was never be- 

fore taken The moon stood high in the heavens when we, 

in Company with Nathan and his family, mounted our horses 
to return. 

This blocking 'frolic' is followed by several Clearing 
frolics, for which, however, Vignerolle pays so many hands 
for so many days." 

24 Thornton, R. H., American Glossary, defines 'froüc.' which is 
evidently taken from Low German and Dutch frolic and German 
fröhlich, as "a lively 'spree'," and his examples illustrate the word to 
mean nothing eise. The usage in the above sense is apparently un- 
known to Mr. Thornton — Cf. Fearon, H. B., Journey through Eastern 
and Western States of America, p. 220. "Land is sometimes partially 
cleared by what is rather ludicrously termed a frolic. A man having 
purchased a quarter or half section for the purpose of settling down, 
his neighbors assemble upon an appointed day: one cuts the trees, a 
second lops them, a third drags tJicm to the spot upon which a log 
mansion is to be erected; others cross the logs, roof the habitation, 
and in three days the emigrant has a 'house over his head' : — Thus 
ends the American frolic" — Cf. Stuart, J., Three Yeors in North 
America, v. I, p. 260. "It is not unusual for the neighboring farmers 
to assist in conveying the wood, and the other Operations for putting 
up the first log house for the settler's family, which is quickly com- 
pleted. When the laborers in this or other similar work lend their as- 
sistance for a day, they call it a frolic, and all work with alacrity."— 



special task such as "raising/' as cabin building was called, was under- 



Cf. Skinner, C. L-, Pioneers 
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To be sure, these people, when establishing a household, 
could consider only the practical side. The necessartes of 
life, not its comforts, were furnished first. "Here we could 
behold what the sinewy arms and active hands of the back- 
woodsmen had done to prepare the way for the future growth 
and prosperity of the country. A Creole would have con- 
sumed the profits of the first crop in ornamenting his dwelling 
and decorating his person; thus giving to everything an im- 
proved outside air, which could not correspond with the 
reality within. Not so with the squatter ; all was artless, un- 
civilized and rude — yet naturally and poetically rüde."" 

The dangers which confronted him wherever he went, 
made a rifle and an axe part of his indispensable equipment. 
Even when he was working in the field 1 « this rifle was always 
within reach, "for you know," says Nathan, "backwoodsmen 
do not leave their rifles far from them; they are their best 
friends, these rifles — friends with a steady hand and a sharp 
eye."* 7 In crossing a swamp, for example, they are very often 
used to give an alligator, who may be sunning himself on a 
log, an ounce of lead into his eye before he can seize the calf 
of one's leg. Even Nathan, the old swamp trotter, when 
crossing the Carancro swamps," took a sixteen-foot alligator 
for the trank of a tree and would have been buried alive in 
the mire, had he not first tried the "log" with the muzzle of 

taken by the Community, chiefly because the Indian danger necessitated 
swift building and made group action imperative . . . On the ap- 
pointed day for the "raising" the neighbors would come, riding or 
afoot, to the newcomer's holding— the men with their rifles and axes, 
the women with their pots and kettlcs. Every child toddled along, too, 
helping to carry the wooden dishes and spoons. These free givers 
of labor had something of the Oriental's notion of the sacred ratifica- 
tion of friendship by a feast."— Cf. Pecfs Guide to the West, p. 118. 
'"The men of the settlemcnt, when notified, collect and raise the build- 
ing." — Sealsfield, in a footnote on page 370, mentions also quilting and 
huskmg frolics. 

2« Nathan, p. 310. 

M Cf. Skinner, C. L., Pioneers, p. 157. 
« Nathan, p. S9.-Cf. Ibid., p. 10. 

** There is a Caron Cros Bayou some fifteen miles south of the 
colony. — Carancro, Berquin-Duvallon says (Vue de la Colonie Es- 
pagnole, p. 102) is the Creole name for a bird, of which the Mexican 
name is GalUnaso. It is a species of vulttire, also called aura tiiiosa. 
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his gun." On one occasion, when on account of darkness a 
short cut was needed through a swamp, a couple of backwoods- 
men made a path in the following way: A cypress was cut 
down so that it feil in the direction desired. As soon as it 
had fallen," 90 "the two young woodcutters sprung upon the 
trunk, walked forward on it, and cut off all branches except 
those at the very top, so that we could see the tree lying in 
the bog, but mostly on the surface. They felled a second, a 
third, fourth," and so on, until they reached solid ground. 
This work was done with so much ease, that it seemed morc 
like play than labor. 

The Wanderers soon reached the "Bloody Blockhouse," 
and Nathan told the strangers of the battle with the Spaniards ; 
but they could not tarry much longer near the swamps, for 
they had begun to send out their health-wrecking vapors. A 
drink or two out of a whiskey bottle, — and then they went 
home with Nathan. In the morning Nathan's wife feared that 
the two Frenchmen have "got the shakes," but Nathan informs 
her to the contrary with the following words : I was about 
the blockhouse, you know, and a'telling them all about it, and 
you know the swamp is not a thousand Steps from there, and 
it stagnates now, and it's just the most dangerous time of the 
year; it spreads its vapors around in the morning and even- 
ing, which, because they are so much lighter than the atmos- 
phere, it likes so well to raise. Well, I saw the night spectre 
come over, and, therefore, broke up, and brought them hence. 
You know in such cases I always take a couple of glasses of 
Madeira, and cover myself up warm; and the Perspiration 
brings out the bad vapors, and the Madeira disperses the 
settling, even if it should stick like leeches to the veins." 
Since spirits are the only preventive against chills, we must 
not wonder why they are called "consolation," "stomach con- 
solation."" 

» Pflanzerleben, pt. II, p. 342. 
»o Nathan, p. 17. 
»i Nathan, p. 167. 
w Ibid., pp. 196-197. 
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Mrs. Strong has confidence in the assurance of her hus- 
band, and insists that tlic two "Frenchers" take breakfast with 
the family. Concerning this morning meal, Compte de 
Vignerolles makes the following remark : M 'The breakfait 
consisted of pigsfect, pickled in pepper and vinegar, corn- 
cakes drowned in molasses, custards. a roast turkey, venison, 
hams, eggs, with an immense quanlity of fruits preserved in 
sugar or vinegar, persimmons, the delicious Louisiana cherry, 
prunes, and wild grapes, which as you know, the backwoods- 
man understands so well how to preserve. As heterogeneous 
as these substances were, they had all to enter the alligator 
stomachs of the squatters. We saw them swallow pickled 
pigsfeet, with corneakes swimming in molasses, and red pep- 
pers in vinegar along with harn. Sometimes a squatter would 
put his knife into a persimmon or prune comfit, put the load 
into his mouth, and then push the dessert plate toward us, 
thinking we would do the same. Forks seemed to be entirely 
superfluous instruments here. Yet, overlooking these od- 
dities, a great deal of quiet and order prevailed, which seems 
to be natural to the even-tempered backwoodsmen. The fair 
sex behaved with a grace which I had never expected to find, 
and which gave us a most excellent opinion of Nathan's 
domestic arrangements." 

Before entering upon a description of Nathan's character 
and manners, and before depicting the Community life of 
Asa's colony, we feel obliged to quote Sealsfield's curtain- 
raising passage of his backwoods drama: 

3 *"The life of a backwoodsman soon enchants you, more 
particularly if you are young, strong, and healthy, and have 
an eye for the beauties of primitive nature. And who can 
help admiring these eternal forests, that stand in such 
magnificent contrast to anything that can be seen in the old 
world — to all artificial splendor, and the mere world of man. 

w Ibid., pp. 205-206. 

** Nathan, pp. 7-8. The very end of the Quotation is changed 
somewhat, and the last two sentences are supplementcd by Hebbe, G. 
C. and Mackay, J., Translators. Seatsfield (siel) Life in the New 
World, p. 269. 
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Herc, the stranger fecls like a liberated hird, that has just lcft 
its cagc to roam in unbounded space. A sort o£ trcmbling 
anxiety — an inexplicable agitation — a slight oppression at the 
heart, comes over the novice when he finds himsclf for the 
first time among our western wilds. The immensity awes, 
while the vast variety confounds hirn; and he regains his self- 
confidence only after he has tried his strength and over- 
comes dangers. The elasticity of spirit which he thcn ex- 
periences, is indeed a mental phenomenon, which meta- 
physicians would find difficult, not only to explain, but to 
describe. A daring consciousness of inherent power is one 
of the chicf peculiarities of the backwoodsman's character. 
Nor is it stränge, that a man who is in daily and hourly danger 
of being either choked in a swamp or drowned in a bayou— 
of being devoured by an alligator, or torn to pieces by a bear 
— should at length acquire that familiarity with what is 
generally called danger, which naturally produces a change in 
their manners, language and whole existence. Their phrases 
are original and practical, often rough and uncouth, it is true, 
but rarely, if ever, vulgär. Their conversation is usually em- 
bellished by figures of the strongest kind, which impart 
remarkable vividness to their ideas. Their manners display 
a recklessness, which at one moment makes your hair stand 
on end, and the next, produces a roar of laughter. Strange 
beings are these children of the West, and little understood 
by the civilized world. They are a vast Community of separate 
existeoces — each, in a sense, independent of every other being 
except Godl" 

Surely we have developed enough interest in Nathan to 
be desirous now of making the further acquaintance of this 
backwoods type — the man in an untanned leather jacket, 
""the republican, backwoodsman and woodcutter, who, with 
inconceivable sang froid, raises his shield against the Spanish 
government, conquers its troops, Stands in a hostile position 
to the governor and the government, settles with hundreds of 
his countrymen in this stränge and hostile land, and does it 

« Nathan, p. 154. 
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so quietly, so comfortably, so perfectly sans faqon, as if he 
had thrashed one of his backwoods neighbors and carried his 
rights of settlement, title deeds and claims, within his fist or 
waistcoat pocket," — the man who carries on a "drawling con- 
versation amidst danger, always keeping an impassive leather 
face," while the men to whom he is speaking are Standing in 
water over their girdles and exposed to the bullets of wild 
Acadians, who shoot deer seeking refuge in a bayou during 
a prairie fire." At times, however, his words are more liquid, 
and his descriptions and figures extremely interesting and 
vivid. ""If you travel on a flat boat," he says, "on a flat boat 
for four or six weeks, on the muddiest, sweetest, almightiest 
of all waters — and if every hour sawyers, planters, snakes. 
wood-islands, and whatever eise these satans may be called, 
are upon you, and you fly past them as a trotter runs twenty 
knots an hour past mile-stones — and every one of these in- 
fernal mile-stones threatens to bury you a hundred feet deep 
in the almighty deluge — then, I'll be shot, if you won't be 
glad to enter at last some quiet stream, say the Arkansas or 
the Red River." These words need hardly be supplemented 
with those of the count, who says: "Our backwoodsman be- 
comes verbose; for he begins to talk of the Mississippi — a 
theme inexhaustible for him, as it is inexhaustible in itself." 
Sometimes their language is" stern and relentless, and ac- 
companies an arrogant and rough behavior." They brag and 
gleam with self-importance, which is aroused, of course, by 
their self-reliance and the knowledge of their own strength. 4 ** 

M Pflanser leben, pt. II, p. 314. 
m Nathan, pp. 31-32. 
m Pflanzerleben, pt. II, p. 332. 
»» Nathan, p. 19. 

*o Cf. Flint, History and Geography, pp. 135-136. "The rough, 
sturdy and simple habits of the backwoodsmen living in that plenty 
which depends only on God and nature, being the preponderating cast 
of character in the western country, have laid the stamina of in- 
dependent thought and feeling deep in the breast of this people. A 
man accustomed only to the fascinating, but hollow intercourse of the 
polished circles of the Atlantic citics, at first feels a painful revulsion, 
when mingled with this more simple race."— -Cf. Flagg*s, The Far 
West, Thwaites, Early Western Travels, v. XXVII, p. 98. 
Squatters, those sturdy pioneers who formed the earliest American 
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Thus Nathan says: 41 "I calculate I should like to see him 
who should intend to offend or injure old Nathan, or to throw 
anything in his way. I would soon cool his appetite for him, 
old Nathan would — as long as he has a rifle and dagger with- 
in arm's length." 

It seems that even the features of the women are often 
4 *"stultified with that amazing apathy, which is, I suppose, a 
principal feature in the character of the inhabitants of the 
backwoods." What wonder if these women have something 
of apathy in their character, if they are all subjected to their 
masters as Mrs. Strong seems to be. When making some 
inquiry as to the presence of the two Frenchmen in her house, 
she received the following information : «'Tve a notion, old 
woman, your hair would not be a single item more gray, if 
you should not load your brains with things, which, I calculate, 
do not concern you. I teil you, old woman, I teil you, they 
don't belong here, the affairs from there; I am here now 
about the things here — am here now on behalf of these two 
French monshurs, and I teil you, here they are. It's a fact, 
old woman, they're here. How and why is not the question, 
and nobody has to trouble himself about it, but I've a notion 
they are just here because I want 'em to be, and I teil you, 
they shall stay here as long as they like." 

Indicative of backwoods reasoning is an argument pro- 
posing to establish the fact that Louisiana belongs to the 
United States just because its land is mostly Mississippi mire. 
44 "You have often heard, and yourself saw it, that this 
Louisiana is nothing but Mississippi bottom— pure Mississippi 
bottom— the settling of the river-mire of the Mississippi— 
and that this mire comes from our country ?" "That I know," 

Settlements along our western frontier. And in my casual acquaint- 
ance with them I have remarked with not a little surprise, a decision 
of character, an acuteness of penetration, and a depth and original ity 
of thought betrayed in their observations." 

«i Nathan, p. 25. 

«2 Nathan, p. 165. 

« Ibid., pp. 168-169. 

« Ibid., pp. 73-74. 

161 



Digitized by Google 



$euti4'*mert!anifd)e<Bef4i4t*Mätter 

says Asa. "And that Louisiana is composed of this river- 
mire — of our mire, man — American mire; to which neithcr 
Frenchmen nor Spaniards havc a straw's worth of claim." 
"That's true," says Asa, "I'vc a notion they have not." "Well, 
man, if the powerful, muddy Mississippi takes away the land 
that is above, just like the bear which swallows the pig, and 
ihcir land becomes so thick and dirty that he throws out the 
slime again, as the bear vomits out all that is bad and dirty, 
to whom does this refuse belong? Asa, teil me that — teil me, 
to whom eise than the owner of the bear? — and the bear, 
does not he belong to the man on whose land he is found' 
Teil me this, Asa?" says I, "and so does not the bear, or 
Mississippi, belong to us?" "That's all right, so say I, too," 
says Asa, "and I'd like to see the man who would say other- 
wise. I would poke my five knuckles into his side so that he 
would soon sing another tune." 

Poor man! thus he reasoned and labored to make his 
colony the embryo of a State which should later be attached 
to the Union. In 1803, when his wish was realized, American 
surveyors and Yankee land speculators came and measured off 
his land, which according to squatter law, he could buy with 
a large acreage surrounding it. 48 But this was too much for 
him — he, who had fought for the land and settled many 
hundreds of people, and ruled on the land as a squatter 
regulator, making and enforcing his own laws, should 
now pay for what he had considered his for over ten 
years, submit to a stränge code of laws and have a sheriff 
watching him ! This he could not endure, and so he left f or 
Texas with twenty f amilies. And when in 1811, Compte de 
Vignerolles made a trip into Texas, he came to an American 
colony, about five hundred miles from the former. It was 
Nathan's settlement. **"He was regulator again— again had 
a blockhouse, which might more properly be called a fort, and 
had finally found peace away from all land speculators, 
sheriffs and land Offices. And there he lives, as regulator, 

45 Marryat, F., Diary, ser. I, v. II, p. 75. 
4« Nathan, pp. 407^08. 
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President, governor— in short, chief of nearly a thousand 
squatters. To the East of bis plantation, a certain Colonel 
Austin had f ounded a second colony ; but the great nerve of 
the growing State was the colony of which Nathan was the 
Chief."« 

At the age of eighty, in the year 1828, he comes to 
Louisiana once more, to visit the count and his former neigh- 
bors. After he has retired one evening, the author bids hini 
goodnight with the following words: 48 "Sweet be thy repose, 
venerable patriarch! Manfully hast thou battled with the 
storms of time, and nobly triumphed. His cold fingers have 
frosted thy locks. Thou, who hast preserved the divine 
spark, who hast understood how to ennoble thy humble 
sphere — sweet be thy repose!" 

As regulator 49 of the colony, Nathan was entrusted with 
the preservation of order and the administration of justice. 
Whenever he found it necessary to call a meeting, he blew 
a big conch-shell, which assembled all male inhabitants in the 
public hall, where they waited for their regulator to open 
the discussion. 60 "Grotesque and singular as the manners uf 
the squatters appeared, there was something so dignined, so 
republican, refiecting, such a calm self-esteem," that one couid 
not help be interested in the proceedings. 

In these meetings the settlers proposed and discussed 
means to further the Community welfare, such as the building 
of cotton gins, saw mills, and roads, which were all built and 
maintained by the colony. Concerted activity made it pos- 
sible to lay a cause-way to the Red River, which for one 
hundred and twenty families was a tremendous piece of work, 

Parker, Arnos A., Trip to the West and Texas, mentions thirteen 
land grants in Texas in 183S. 
«• Nathan, p. 420. 

49 Webster gives the following definition: "R. in the United 
States a member of any of various bands or volunteer commiuees 
formed in newly occupied or settled regions before the establishment 
of local government, to preserve order, prevent crime, and administer 
justice." 

» Nathan, p. 225, ibid., p. 336. 
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especially since the road led through swamps, and, therefore, 
had to be partly corduroyed. The Community government 
provided also for a school, and cared for the education of 
ihe little ones. (On the other hand, the introduction of 
slaves certainly does not speak in the colony's favor as to the 
moral elevation of its settlers). 

Since the Community did not believe itself subjected to 
Spanish jurisprudence, they tried their cases themselves. The 
punishment consisted usually of a flogging (the customary 
thirty-nine lashes), and a tarring and feathering, or both. 
"Yet, a difficulty arose whenever the delinquents were not of 
the colony. In such cases hot debates ensued, for the majority 
realized that, although they had a right to punish an Acadian 
hog thief, who was caught with his booty, they did not have 
the same authority to inflict punishment on a syndic, a 
Spanish official, who was implicated in an embezzlement. 
52 "It was no easy matter," says Nathan, "to keep ourselves 
clear of these people, who first came crawling round us, 
flattering and mewing like cats — and then, seeing us above 
such things, began to snarl at us like puppy-dogs. It was no 
easy matter to keep clear of these impudent, ignorant scamps 
— these half-savages, who have just about as much notion of 
the right of property as the ebony niggers." 

Even more interesting are the discussions concerning the 
relation of the colony to the United States. George Nollins, 
the assistant regulator opens the argument with the following 
words: ""It is true, Mr. Streng and his friends have de- 
fended themselves, six against eighty-five, and maintained 
their rights, I reckon, because they were on legal ground, on 
the principle of independence of persons and property. They 
would not deprive the Spaniards of anything; neither would 
they suffer themselves to be deprived. But, I reckon, had 

51 The doctrine that the squatters or actual resident* of a ter- 
ritory had the right to make their own laws, is termed squatter 
sovereignty. 

m Nathan, p. 247. 

» Ibid., p. 236. 
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we taken anything of the Spaniards, and established in their 
land a county, with sheriffs, constables, and judges, and the 
!aws of the States, it would have been displaying the flag of 
the States on a Spanish vessel, of which we had scarce van- 
quished the jolly-boat; and it would have been the first Step 
to perpetual hostilities, and a downright insult to the whole 
Spanish power." We see that ""they were tre'ating of noth- 
ing less than the introduction of the United States form of 
government into the Spanish province," — and they realized 
the difficulty they would encounter, and, therefore, went 
about it with great deliberation. But it seems that the 
States must have known ""that an aspiring party in the Com- 
munity was laboring to effect a Separation of Louisiana from 
Spain," and, therefore, "The American government had sent 
an agent (Major Gale from Tennessee) for the purpose of 
molding the embryo republic to their interests." He con- 
gratulates the regulators on the prudence and moderation 
with which they acted in so ""difficult and trying a case, and 
protected the property of American Citizens without offending 
a foreign government." 

The economic value of the possession of Louisiana is 
stressed in the following passage: ""Do you think they will 
let this noble stream (Mississippi) be closed and barricaded 
by your lazy custom-house officers, and thus let their flour be 
soured, their hams be destroyed by worms, and leave the key 
of the whole country in your hands?" — But more beautiful 
are the words of Nathan when he speaks of the destiny of 
Louisiana: ""Have you ever noticed the seed-corn, when 
planted in the fertile earth? Never seen, how, when sunk 
several inches deep into the ground, it is covered with a clod, 
which, a hundred times heavier than that little seed-corn, 
might seem to crush it to atoms? But does it do so? No» 



m Ibid., p. 237. 
m Ibid., p. 242. 
M Nathan, p. 260. 
w Ibid., pp. 292-293. 
« Ibid., pp. 294-296. 
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thc Httlc thing easily sprouts up, and shoots forth to thc day- 
light, triumphant ovcr the dead, hcavy clod. Havc you ncvcr 
scen this? I will teil you: we are the Httlc seed-corn — 
Louisiana the fertile earth — and the Spanish government that 
dead-clod weight, pressing on the sprouting seed, the growth 
of which it would like to stop if it could. But it can't ; there 
are too many strong lcaves, and these leaves will pry away 
your dead-clod — the weight of your government — as lightly, 
you know not how lightly, and Louisiana will sprout up, and 
grow, and flourish, and we with it." — And finally Louisiana 
was joined to the Union, "a destiny for which Heaven has 
intended it." 

SQUIRE COPELAND AND THE ALCALDE. 

Sealsfield remarked in his footnote to the word "squatter" 
that some of these pioneer settlers remain in the wilderness 
as squatters while others return into civilized society. ••The 
latter is true of John Copeland. We make his acquaintancc 
at the very beginning of Der Legitime, where we find him 
amongst the Oconee Indians, in southern Georgia. Here he 
had opened a border tavern, offering "entertainment For man 
And beast (sie!)." But in reality he was no more then one 
of those contemptible fur-traders, who exchanged brandy and 
gin for precious beavers. When he had thus become rieh, he 
sought a more comfortable place to live than the wilds in- 
habited by red skins. 60 With a large family of children he 
went to Louisiana and settled in Opelousas, where we find 
him after a number of years as a squire, esteemed and hon- 
ored, wealthy and influential, somewhat polished, but still 
showing the rough edges of a backwoodsman. ""The seven 
years during which we had not seen him, have caused an ad- 
vantageous change. A rough, sei fish manner, which in 
former times had found expression in every word, had, on 
aecount of increased wealth, made room for some human 

»» Supra, p. 143, footnote 14. 
*> Der Legitime, pt. I, p. 50. 
* Ibid., pt II, pp. 192-193 
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comforts, which, it must be admitted, still showcd backwoods 
traits, and which just for that reason, appealed so much to 
us. It was, so to speak, thc aged nature of a backwoodsman, 
which had assumed an especial kind of civilization through 
wealth, contact with others, and expcrience. He feit fully his 
own importance, but was, nevertheless, not the least insulting 
to others. He had nothing of the air of the arrogant butler, 
or the tradesman or merchant who has attained wealth. It 
was the hearty and resolute bluntness of a man, who had at- 
tained his importance through hard work, and who had 
earned the high esteem of his fellow Citizens through his 
activity for public weal, who thought always first of the wet- 
fare of his county, and who would have sacrificed all for his 
State and his country. It is true, at times he was somewhat 
boastful, but he never aroused antipathy, because everything 
in him was natural, and had, so to speak, grown out of the 
soil of his country." 

Nathan was a squatter regulator on the Red River ; John 
Copeland, a squire in Opelousas, Louisiana, and the Alcalde, 
one might say, was both. He lived in the present State of 
Texas, presiding as judge over many American settlers, who, 
although they had obtained th«ir land from Mexico, and were 
subjected to Mexican Jurisdiction, (or rather to the whims 
and intrigues of an arrogant priesthood) tried their own cases. 
Had they not administered justice, many a criminal would 
have obtained pardon from Mexico under the condition that 
he become a Catholic, and would thereby have become 
a renegade to the great cause — the striving to tear themselves 
loose from Mexico and to prepare the country and its in- 
stitutions for an annexation to the States. Thus the man, who 
thinks so little of the Atlantic cities and their politics, and 
who puts so much more hope into the future of the West," is 
playing just as important a röle as Nathan. 

«2 Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 191. 
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THE TRAPPER AND DESPERADO. 

Before entering upon a more detailed description of 
frontier life as pictured in the Cabin Book, we shall become 
acquainted with another type of border inhabitant, which 
Stands just as unique in the history of civilization as the 
squatter. Since we are, of course, unable to give a better 
picture of this type than the author, and since dissection and 
elaboration would only impair his description, we shall quote 
in füll: 

""There is something peculiar in these boundless prairies, 
that exalts the spirit, rendering it, we might say, as well as 
the body, energetic and firm. 64 There are to be found the 
wild horse, the bison, the wolf, the bear, and innumerable 
serpents, and the trapper excelling all in wildness — not the 
old trapper of Cooper, who never saw a trapper in his life 65 — 
but the real one, who could furnish matter for novels, which 
would inspire with wild enthusiasm even the most phlegmatic. 

"Our civilization, the noblest the world has ever seen. 
has nevertheless borne its own monsters, of which other 
civilized countries know nothing, and which can grow up only 
in a land where freedom is unlimited. The trappers are 
generally outeasts or outlaws, who have escaped the arm of 
the law, or those intractable minds, to whom the rational 
liberty, even of the United States, seems a constraint. Perhaps 
it is a fortunate circumstance for these States to be in pos- 
session of such a fag-end, where the passions of such persons 
may fret away their fury in wrestling with nature, because in 
the lap of well-regulated society they would probably cause 
terrible disturbances .... 

03 George Howard, pp. 196-205. The whole passage is translated 
in Revue des Deux Mondes, ser. l, v. 18 (1835) whcre it follows a 
Paragraph of general discussion, in which the author summons us to 
compare Sealsfield's passage with the "fantastic pictures" of Cooper. 

64 Concerning the invigorating life in these prairies, see Darby, 
Louisiana, p. 36ff. 

w Cooper wrote The Prairie, which has as the principal character 
a trapper, without ever having seen a prairie. 
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••"These trappers and hunters " T are to be found from the 
sources of the Columbia and Missouri Rivers down to the 
mouth of the Arkansas and Red River, by all the right 
trihutary streams of the Mississippi, which, as is well known, 
rise generally in the Rocky Mountains. Their existence 
depends chiefly upon the extirpation of animals, which for 
centuries have crowded on these flowering plains. They kill 
the wild buffalo in order to make use of his hide for clothing, 
and his haunches for their meals, — the bears, to sleep on their 
skins, and the wolves to am use themselves; and they catch 
and slay the beavers for the sake of their. fürs, and occasion- 
ally for their tails.*' For these they receive in exchange 
powder, lead, flannel jackets, shirts and yarn for their nets. 
and whiskey to keep their bodies warm in the cold days of 
winter. 

"They often move about on the plaines in droves of a 
hundred or more together, and wage desperate conflicts with 
the Indians; but generally eight or ten live together, united 
for common defense and common labor — like wild gorillas. 
Yet these are more hunters than trappers; the real trapper 
lives generally only in Company with one sworn friend," with 
whom he for a year or often many years, divides every toil. 
every amusement, and every danger. Should one of the 
comrades die, then the other is the sole heir of the hide, and 
the secrets of the places where the game is to be found. 

"What fear of punishment in many cases effected at 
first, becomes soon an absolute necessity ; and unruled, bound- 
less liberty is an enjoyment which few of them would re- 
nounce if they were even promised the most honorable and 
lucrative places in regulated society. Such are the men, who, 
for years live on the plains, the savannas, and the meadows. 

M Beginning hcre the passage is translated in Saint-Rene* Tai- 
landicr, Lt Romancier de la democratic amiricaine. 

« Cf. Peck*« Guide to the West, pp. 125-128. 

• McKenny, in his Tour to the Lahes, speaks of the "exquisite 
preparation of beaver's tail, that nice morset which could not even be 
dispensed with in Lent." 

» Cf . Hall'» Shetches of the West, p. 226. 
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and in the forests of the Arkansas, Missouri, and Oregon 
territories, which conceal in their midst enormous deserts of 
sand and stone, and withall the most beautiful prairics. 
Snow and frost, warmth and cold, rain and storms, and 
privations of every kind, have so hardened their limbs, made 
their skin so thick, like that of the buffalo which they hunt, 
that the perpetual necessity in which they live of relying upon 
their bodily strength, breeds in them a self-confidence that 
shrinks from no danger; a sharpness of sight and a correct- 
ness of judgment, of which man in civil ized society can form 
no just idea. Fatigue, privations and toils are often terrible, 
and we have seen trappers who have undergone sufferings in 
comparison with which the fabulous adventures of Robinson 
Crusoe are mere children's play, and whose skin was as thick 
as leather, bearing more resemblance to the tanned hide of 
the buffalo than to that of a human being. Only lead or steel 
could penetrate it. These trappers are wonderful psycho- 
logical phenomena; thrown into wild, boundless nature, their 
reason often developed itself in a manner so ingenious — nay, 
grand, that among some I have observed a genius which would 
have done honor to the greatest philosopher of ancient or 
modern times. 

"Daily, nay hourly, dangers, one would suppose, must 
elevate the minds of these wild men to the most High; but 
it is not so. Their hunting knife is their god ; their rifle is their 
patron saint, and their hardy feet are their only trust. The 
trapper hates mankind ; and the look with which he mcasures 
the man he chances to meet in the wilderness, is not so often 
that of a friendly white brother, as that of a blood-thirsty 
enemy ; for here, as in civilized society, avarice is a mighty 
incitement to bloody deeds, and generally one of two trappers 
who chance to meet, has to fall by the other's hand. He 
hates his white rival much more, on aecount of the valuable 
beaver skins, than he hates an Indian — the latter he shoots 
down as coldly as he would kill a wolf, buffalo or bear; but 
the former he Stabs with a real fiendish joy, as if he feit 
that he had delivered society from a great fellow-criminal. 
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The fact that for ycars he lives on the strongest possible food, 
the meat of the bison, and without bread or anything eise, 
contributes much to his inhuman wildness — as in a measure it 
changes him into a beast of prey. 

"On an expedition which we undertook in Company with 
several acquaintances, along the upper Red River, we met sev- 
eral of thcse trappers; among others, an old fellow, so thor- 
oughly tanned and hardened by storm, privation and tempests, 
that his skin resembled more the shell of a turtle than the 
cuticle of a man. We had hunted for two days in his Com- 
pany, without observing anything remarkable in him ; he pre- 
pared our meals, which consisted at one time of a saddle of 
venison, at another, of a haunch of buffalo ; he knew the cover 
and the course of game, and scented it nearly as well as the 
huge wolf hound which never left his side. Only the third 
morning we observed something which startled our confidence 
in our new companion. It was a mass of strokes and crosses 
upon the stock of his gun which gave us the first key to the 
real character of the man. These strokes and crosses were 
arranged somewhat like the following: 

"Buffaloes — No number given, as the amount was prob- 
ably too large. 

"Bears, 19— These were marked with Single strokes. 

"Wolves, 13— With double strokes. 

"Red Interlopers, A — Marked with four cross strokes. 

"White Interlopers, 2— With little crosses. 

"As our companion was closely examining the stock, 
endeavoring to discover the meaning of the word "Interloper," 
the grin which overspread the old fellow's features, attracted 
our attention. Without, however, uttering a word, he at- 
tacked the haunch of buffalo which he produced from the skin 
in which it had been enveloped, and now lay before us. It 
was a meal fit for a king, and it made us forget all our 
scruples. Suddenly he said with a suspicious smile, drawing 
his knife towards himself : 
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" 'Look ye, it's my pocketbook ; d'ye think it a sin to kill 
one of these two-legged red or white interloppers (sie!) ? 
" ' Who do you mean ?', we asked. 

"The man smiled again, and rose; we now knew who 
those two-legged interlopers were whom he had marked on 
his shaft, with as much sang froid as if they had been wild 
turkeys instead of human beings, whom he had shot. 

"We did not feel called upon or empowered to stand up 
as judges at a place to which civilized society and its avenging 
arm does not reach, and said no more to the man. 

"These trappers, however, once in several years, return 
for a few wecks to the abodes of civilized society, when they 
have a large quantity of beaver skins. Usually they cut down 
a hollow tree near or at the shore of a navigable stream, 
pack it with their skins and other property, and then float 
down for thousands of miles on the Missouri, or Kansas or 
Red River, to St. Louis, Natchidoches, or Alexandria, where, 
clad in skins, they stare about the streets, presenting a sight 
which often transports the beholder's mind to a primitive 
world." 

Sealsfield's interest in the border regions, and in the 
people who inhabit them was so great that he dwells especially 
long on descriptions of the prairie and savannas which harbor 
all sorts of dangerous characters, who chose these solitudes 
in preference to the gallows. He Hkens our country to wine 
which emits its impurities by the bung hole. T0 "The dregs, 
repelled by civilized society, collect naturally near the boun- 
daries of civilization, in the West, where the law is still weak. 
Indeed things frequcntly look terrible along these boundaries 
— a real scum it to be found there — gamblers, murderers, and 
thieves, among whom a respectable man's life is not safe. n 
But these last only a short time; better ones follow, and the 

to Ralph Doughby, pp. 234-235. 

71 A good sketch of this desperado dement may be found in Hall. 
James, Sketches of the West, pp. 86-87, who says: "A fronticr is 
often the retreat of loose individuals. who, if not familiär with crime, 
have very blunt pereeptions of virtue. The genuine woodsman. the 
real pioneer, are independent, brave, and upright; but as the jackal 
pursues the hon to devour his leavings, the footsteps of the sturdy 
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■ nbble retreat farther, before approaching culture and civiliza- 
tion, and before the laws which grow too strong for them. 
But their doings have not becn worthless. Against their will, 
they have been forced by want and need to clear forests, 
make paths through the pathless wilderness, and tili the earth 
for better successors." With such wild, desperate characters, 
originated the paradisian hüls and Valleys of Kentucky, the 
excellent farms of Ohio, and the magnificent meadows of 
Tennessee. They have gone many thousands of miles — their 
works have remained. They have become the foundation of 
the happiness of millions of free, civilized, and religious Cit- 
izens, who pray to the God of their fathers in thousands and 
thousands of temples, in places where formerly only the wild 
Indian hunted." 

The Cabin Book, in which two such characters, Bob 
Rock, and Johnny, a tavern keeper, appear, makes us ac- 
quainted with the inner life of this type. Through the Al- 
calde, who has been a father and ad viser to Bob Rock, and 
to whom the latter has often poured out his heart, we find 
out how some of these individuals are driven about restlessly 
and despairingly by their own conscience, until they finally 
have a longing for the rope as the only relief from pangs and 
apparitions. But the Alcalde wants to save Bob Rock until he 
is needed in the revolution against Mexico, where he shall 
atone for all his crimes, by raging amongst the enemy like a 

hunters are closely pursucd by miscreants destitute of his noble qual- 
ities. These are the poorest and idlcst of the human racc, averse to 
labor and impatient of the restraints of law and the courtesies of 
civilized society. Without the ardor, the activity, the love of Sport, and 
patience of fatigue, which distinguish the bold backwoods man, these 
are dootned to the forest by sheer laziness, and not for a bare sub- 
sistence; they are 'the cankers of a calm world and a long pcace', the 
helpless nobodies, who. in a country where none starve and fcw beg, 
sleep until hunger pinches, then stroll in*o the woods for a meal, and 
return again to their slumbers. — A still worse class also infested our 
borders— desperadoes fleeing from justice, suspectcd or convicted fclons 
escaped from the grasp of the laws, who sought safety in the depth 
of the forest, or in the infancy of civil rcgulations. "The horsc thief, 
the counterfeiter, and the robber, found here a secure retreat, or a new 
theatre for the perpetration of crime."— Cf. Robb, John S., Squatler 
Life, pp. VIIMX. 

» «. K.iü, M pt ,. pp. 27-2* 
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hell-fiend, and thus help in the struggl-e for liberty. fS The 
prairies of the province of Texas must have been a rendezvous 
for criminals from all over the states. The life they lived 
here was, according to Sealsfield, a solitary and miserable one. 
T4 "I teil you," says the Alcalde, "the criminal and the murderer 
is here as free as you and I ; none goes too near him ; and 
yet I know from experience he would often willingly give up 
this freedom to be with his fellows In a State prison, for this 
freedom is to him a horrible freedom. There is nothing more 
dreadful to the criminal than this freedom in the prairie. 
Would, I assure you, exchange it joyfully for a prison; for 
there he is amongst his fellows, not outlawed, not thrust out ; 
feels easier even in his solitary cell, for he knows that he is 
under the same roof with them; but here, he is not amongst 
his fellows, everybody avoides him; even the murderer flees 
him ; murderers do not like to meet together, even by the rum 
bottle. Are always in their own Company, an awful Company 
it must be, that self-company — a bad conscience, which, like 
a treadmill, drives him about without peace, without rest — 
tosses him about for ever and ever ; for mark, he Stands there 
in the pure spotless creation, in the clear, rieh prairie, with 
God's finger menacingly pointing at him from heaven and 
earth and all his mighty works — Stands there with his foul 
murder taint, which the pure breath of God continually sends 
back into his nostrils. I teil you a murderer here is really not 
to be envied for his liberty." 

M Cf. Ehrenberg, H., Fahrten und Schicksale eines Deutschen in 
Texas, pp. 22-23. "What right have the States to load upon us these 
thieves, vagabonds? Who gives this gang of robbers permission to 
infect our prairies with their presence, especially since Mexico has 
never neglected to take care that a complete assortment of this artäcle 
be always present in the despised province of Texas— but times will 
change — soon, very soon, they shall have to march over the Rio 
Grande or to him in hell ; they must be gone, and the province shall 
not have a Single one in a couple of years. They must run, fight, or 
hang, as they choose; we don't want a land infested with such "birds," 
and along with our liberty severe justice must begin .... After 
victory has been won, we'll not care a straw about who has ac- 
complished the feat." Ehrenberg was probably acquainted with the 
Cabin Book, which appeared four years previous to his novel. 



M Kajütenbuch, pt. I, pp. 228-230 



Chapter IV. 



THE FRENCH ELEMENT AND THE AMERICAN 
PLANTER IN LOUISIANA. 

In the preceding pages thc frontiersman as Sealsneid 
saw him during his travels and his residence in Louisiana, 
has been described. This State was populated by a motley 
crowd, descendants of many nations, and representing various 
types. The prairie and savannas in the Northwest were in- 
habited by hunters, trappers, and individuals of doubtful 
character, the central regions by rangers and backwoods 
f armers, most of whom had come from Kentucky and were 
largely of Scotch-Irish descent — and finally, the southwestern 
part was settled by Frenchmen, Acadians, and a few Germans. 
Interspersed with these elements we find the American 
planter who has come here from the East, and, although sur- 
rounded by the same environment, lived a life very different 
from that of his Creole neighbor. Concerning the south- 
western regions, Sealsfield says: »"With the exception of a 
number of respectable Americans, Louisiana and the valley 
of the Mississippi have hitherto been the refuge of all classes 
of foreigners,' good and bad, who sought here an asylum 
from oppression and poverty, or from the avenging arm of 
justice in their native countries.* Many have not succeedcd 
in their expectation — many have died — others returned, ex- 

1 The Americans, p. 213. 

a Cf. Cox, I. ]., Exploration of the Louisiana Frontier, p. 157, 
speaking of the lower part of the Red River, says : a "greater part con- 
sisted of Canadian-French 'of few want» and as Iittle industry\ There 
were a number of Spanish and French Creole families apparently of 
the same general character as the Acadians, but interspersed with them 
were a few of a higher order of industry and intelligence. Mingled 
with the element surviving from the previous regime* were a few 
Germans, Irish and American settlers of the frontier type." 

5 Cf. Der Legitime, pt. II. p. 159. 
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asperated against a country which has disappointed thcir 
hopes, because they expected to find superior beings, and dis- 
covered that they were men neither worse nor better than 
their habits, propensities, country, climate and a thousand 
other circumstances had made them." Especially after the 
purchase of the territory, «"crowds of needy Yankees, and 
what is worse, Kentuckians, spread all over the country, at- 
tracted by the hope of gain, the latter treating the inhabitants 
as little better than a purchased property." They were füll 
of prejudice against the Creoles, who were mostly descendants 
of a nation of which they knew little raore than the proverbial 
"French dog." 8 This heterogeneous population, so different 
in language, manners, and principles, had only one character- 
istic in common — love for money,' — money, which the Ameri- 
can planter disdained to spend where he had made it, T — 
money, which the Creole and French inhabitant earned lazily 
and spent imprudently," wasting it even on Sundays in foolish 
and frivolous pleasures. 9 It seems that the climate of the 
country did not permit of exertion, but created rather a desire 
for indolent amusements. 10 M "It is," says Sealsneid, "truly a 
land of laziness, well adapted to a nature originally aristocratic 
and idle." 

4 The Americans, p. 169. 
« Ibid., p. 170. 

« Ibid., p. 179— Cf. 167, 186, 187— Berquin-Duvallon. Vue de la 
Colonie Espagnole, p. 297— Duke Bernhard, Reise, v. II, p. 48, 107— 
ßaird, Robert, View of the Valley of the Mississippi, p. 282. 

7 The Americans, p. 180— Cf. Flint, Recollections, p. 307. "The 
Americans come hither from all the states. Their object is to ac- 
cumulate wealth, and spend it somewhere eise." 

• Nathan, p. 310. 

• The Americans, p. 148— Cf. Flint, Recollections, p. 307— Grund, 
Americaner, p. 33, states that in 1835 a law wem into effect aecording 
to which the public gambling houses, theatres and dance halls of New 
Orleans were to be closed on Sundays. 

10 Cf. Darby, Geographica! Description of the State of Louisiana, 
p. 278. "If climate operates extensively upon the action of human 
beings, it is principally their amusements that are operated by the 
proximity of the tropics. Dancing might be callcd the principal amuse- 
ment of both sexes." 

" Pflanjserleben, pt. I, p. 94. 
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In the first part of this study" a rather favorable picture 
has been given of some French immigrants, whom the author 
described in their struggle for livelihood without however 
criticising the conditions which kept them in need and distress. 
That Sealsneid fully recognized these conditions and their 
causes may be seen from the following passage: ""Neither 
should we forget that the Canadians (at that time Canada 
was called New France) were the first who discovered Louisi- 
ana, and established here their home. If their government 
had permitted them to do as they pleased, and had occasion- 
ally sent them a cargo of farming implements, cattle, weapons, 
and things of this kind, which were of higher value to them 
than barreis of dubloons, they would probably have succeeded 
as well as the English colonists did. They are of good stuff, 
these Canadians, in every respect. But their despotic govern- 
ment would rule everything, would have its hands everywhere ; 
and that is a great mistake — nowhere more so than in found- 
ing a colony. Their government took the matter into its own 
hands and directed from Versailles undertakings of which it 
knew as much as we do of the moon. It sent colonists good 
for nothing, and an army of office-holders well paid, but who, 
as soon as possible, began to comsume their salaries in luxuries, 
to build theatres, dancing and playhouses — in short, to civilize 
Louisiana at once. Ah ! that is the curse of Louisiana. They 
brought a debauched civilization in their train, which, like the 
worm, gnaws at the root, and which I fear will sooner or later 
corrupt the whole fruit of this beautiful country." 

After O'Reilly had taken formal possession of Louisiana 
in 1768, another regime was introduced, one of even more 
bureaucratic principles than the former. Squire Copeland, 
who had come to Louisiana about 1800 and who traded much 
with the inhabitants of New Orleans, gives the following 
description of the economic conditions in that city. ""Those 
poor devils lived a miserable life. They could not approach 

" Supra, pp. 36-37. 

» Nathan, pp. 340-341. 

" Der Legitime, pt. II, pp. 186-187. 
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the shore without first having obtained permission of a dozen 
shabby idlers to buy a young pig or a rabbit, 15 and when they 
finally came, they were always accompanied by several spie», 
who did not lose sight of them until we had departed, in order 
that we might not infect them with our republicanism. The 
devil himself they did not fear as much as us Americans, 
but they did not dare touch us . . . . Miserable fellows ! stupid 
as animals in everything; only in one thing were they sharp 
— namely in making their subjects still more stupid and in 
smothering the little common sense they did have. None 
dared say a word until the governor had given his permission. 
They danced whenever he wanted them to do so, and prayed 
when he commanded, and were polite and again rude toward 
us just as he pleased. No one was allowed to think or to 
act for himself. And most surprising of all, these miserable 
creatures, who lived in thatched cabins and adobie huts, and 
waded in mire knee-deep, and were often eaten by alligators 
when they stepped out of their houses, who knew less of 
Citizen life than our most stupid negroes do — they believed 
ihemselves civilized and us barbarians because they could 
scrape a leg and rattle off compliments." 

More interesting are the impressions of several French 
noblemen who arrived in New Orleans 1 * with the desire to 
take possession of their grants in the Attacapas. They ar- 
rived there in 1799 when the yellow fever was again ravaging 
the city." Chapter III of Pflanzerleben, part II, entitled 

16 Cf. Supra, p. 143, footnote 16. 

19 The last part of The Americans, pp. 144-218, offers as good a 
descriptton of New Orleans as the w riter has met anywhere.— Cf. 
Robertson, Louisiana, v. I, pp. 165-174. 

17 Cf. Robertson, Louisiana, pp. 175-176, and also the words with 
which Ralph Doughby describes the city during an epidemic. "Nothing 
was to be seen in New Orleans but hot, low-eyed negresses, without 
masters or clothes, who ran like jackals howling through the streets, 
and sneaking about the bolted or broken doors and window shutters, 
particularly in the upper suburb, where the streets were totally vacant 
and desolate, the houses open, the doors and Windows broken, the 
simoon blowing from Vera Cruz, and no other sounds to be heard 
than the solemn rattle of hearses, on which two or three coffins were 
lai<i, one above the other. lt was high time to depart ; the yellow fever 
had celebrated his triumphal procession, and ruted like a victorious 



2>eutf<$*amertfanif<$e©efdM<$t8bIätter 



"The Soiree, or New Orleans in the year 1799," gives a vivid 
description of conditions during the epidemic. The city had 
become a wct grave. 18 ""With its empty, locked-up houses 
and window shutters, filthy streets, filled, instead of pave- 
ment, with the remains of animals, gnawed bones and skel- 
etons, at which whole masses of Carrion crows were hacking 
and puIling, and not a human being to be seen — our ship the 
only one in the harbor. It was the most melancholy looking 
and deserted town I had ever seen. It was a city of the dead, 
whence everything of life had departed."* 0 

On the day after their arrival the newcomers wished lo 
have an interview with the governor, Don Salceda, concerning 
the necessary form or law to be observed on entering into 
possession of the land which had been granted them by Louis 
XV.' 1 Having been informed that the governor was on a 
tour of inspection of the forts, they asked permission to see 
the vice-governor. This time they received the following 
answer: "His excellency Don Maria Nicolas Vidal Chavez, 
Echavarri de Madrigal y Valdez, civil governor lugertenientc , 
also military auditor in the province of Louisiana and West 
Florida, further chief justice, etc., etc.," is in town, but lives 
retired from all business." Only when Count Vignerollcs 
played with a couple of louis d'ors, and had deposited these 
"conditions" one by one into the hand of the Castilian butler, 

hero in a town taken by stonn." George Howard, p. 188. — Cf. Dr. 
Paul Alliot's dcfinition of yellow fever. Robertson, Louisiana, v. I, 
p. 147 — Berquän-Duvallon, Vue de la Colonie Espagnole, pp. 84-93 — 
Volney, View of the United States of America, pp. 297-323. 

»» Cf. The Americans, p. 144. 

»• Pflanserieben, pt. II, p. 76. 

» Cf. The Americans, p. 193. "It is the pestilential miasmata 
which rise from swamps and marshes, and infect the air to a degrec 
which it is difficult to describe. These oppressive exhalations load the 
air, and it is almost impossible to draw breath." 

*» Pflanserieben, pt. II, pp. 95-96. 

22 Berquin-Duvallon, Vue de la Colonie Espagnole, pp. 178-179 is 
the only place where we have found his whole name and part of his 
title. Here he is called Lieutenant-Governeur-civil et audUeur de 
guerre des provinces de la Louisiane et de la Floride occidentale, Juge, 
etc., etc. Sealsfield knew Berquin-Duvallon's book, which we think 
the abovc passage will show. Other proofs will be referred to later. 
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they were admitted. The impressions which the visitors re- 
ceivcd lipon entering the room are described in the following 
lines: ZJ "On a chair, which stood behind a table upon which 
lay corsets and mosquito-fans, old breeches, glasses with 
remains of pineapple punch, garters, and such other thin^ ., 
sat the person to whom we, or rather the Caballero de 
Mazanares, was introduced with a deep bow. He wore knee- 
breeches, open at the knee, but no stockings, one of bis fee: 
was dressed in an old slipper, the other was bare, over his 
shirt he had a black coat, on his head a three-cornered hat. 
and although sitting, had a sword belted to his side. This 
was his excellency, the vice-gobernador — en passant be it 
said, the most disagreeable ape to look upon I ever en- 
countered in all my life." He swept from the table the 
"named and nameless" articles, leaving only the punch bowl 
and glasses, when from the adjoining room came forth a 
creature, yelling and cursing. It was a mulatto wench, dis- 
habille, who with the most astonishing sans gens pickcd up 
everything, and then began to caress his Spanish excellency, 
not in the least heeding his request to be decent. Finally the 
woman left, and the Caballero signed the documents and dis- 
missed the Frenchmen with a buen viaje. As shown below, 21 
this passage proves a knowledge of Berquin-Duvallon's Vue 
de la Colonie Espagnole. 

Another picture, drawn by Wetherell, a carpenter in the 
city of Natchidoches during the last decade of the eighteenth 
Century, gives proof of the pomp and mock court life of this 
city during the Spanish regime. He had beheld Natchidoches 

2» P flamerieben, pl. II, pp. 100-101. 

24 This distorted and perhaps somewhat exaggerated picture of 
the private and public life of Vidal most probably goes back to the 
following lines in Berquin-Duvallon, p. 181. After a lengthy criticism 
of this chief justice's manner of executing his duty we read: "A man 
as vicious as the unjust rrragistrate, in the vcry face of his country- 
men, who are scandalized by his manner of living, and in a position 
where he ought to give others the example of good morals, is not the 
old rake with a monkey face, (ä mine de singe, Affenphysiognomie) 
as ugly as it is impudent and evil, and wallowing in his celibacy, seen 
openlv with a French mulatress whom he has enriched with a part of 
his plunder?" 
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in all its glory, its thriving and its lustre. Hc had also wit- 
nessed its decay and its downfall." There werc military 
parades and levees with all those present qualified for court, 
who aftcrwards accompanicd thc commandant to church.** 
Yes, there were even three distinct social Orders in thc city, 
which in 1788 counted but 1021" souls, of which about one 
half were people of color. But most illustrious were the days 
when the Marquis of Maison Rouge took his abode in the 
fort. He had just been granted some land on the Ouachita 
and was to a, "create a new era in Louisiana, and thus to 
balance the Revolutionary States, as he called them." 

Since Sealsneid attached so much significance to the 
Southwest, we believe it necessary to give a more detailed 
description of the remarkable composition of Louisiana'* 
population. Pflanserleben, or The Life of a Planter and 
Scenes in the Southwest, as Hebbe and Mackay rendered the 
titles of part I and II, respectively, which now describes the 
life of the American planter, and again gives pictures of thc 
Creole, is probably the work where Sealsfield depicts life 
best, since it is that of his own immediate environment. 

Creoles are the descendants of the white people who 
emigrated to Louisiana during the colonial period — i. c., be- 
fore 1803 ; and are properly speaking only those born within 
the limits of the original territory of Louisiana." "The con- 
sequences of an oppresive colonial government (described 
above), the natural effects of an enervating and sultry climate, 
could not fail giving to the character of the Creoles a certain 
tone of passiveness, which makes them an object of interest." 
Thus Sealsfield says in The Americans* 0 and continues as 

« Pflanserleben, pt. I, p. 312ff. 

28 The following quotation may scrve as proof that Sealsfield's 
description docs not deviate much from the truth. Gayarre, Louisiana, 
v. III, p. 21. " 'Having been informed by the curate of Natchidoches 



commandant to prevent the repetition of this breach of decency\" 
OT Gayarri, Louisiana, v. III, p. 215. 

Pflanzerleben, pt. I, p. 319. 
*• Deiler, Hanno. Settlement of the German Coast of Louisiana, 
and the Creoles of German Descent, p. 114. 
*> The Americans, p. 170ff. 
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follows: "Drawbacks of their character are an ovcr-ruling 
passion for frivolous amusements, 81 an impatience of habit 
and a tendency for the luxuriant enjoyment of the other sex, 
without being very scrupulous in their choice of either the 
black or the white race. Their greatest defect, however, is 
their indifference towards the poor and towards their slaves." 
With these words Sealsfield introduces the Creole in his 
writings. 

Proceeding to a more detailed description of their char- 
acter, the author depicts thcm in the same paragraph as not 
being capables of ""either violcnt passions or of strong exer- 
tion." Their unwillingness to work, and their lack of will 
power and of every mental activity, are branded somewhere 
eise with the adjective "soft-soap."" **The Creoles rathe r 
dance their way through the world, just as their fathers, the 
French, did when they first came to this country. Even in 
their first Settlements they could not rid themsclves of this 
foolish dancing mania," and one of the first public buildings 
that was erected in a French or Creole Community was a dance 
hall. 86 In chapter V of Pflanzerleben, part I, which bears the 
heading "The Creoles," Sealsfield caricatures a minuet 
executed on board a ship. The music for this ex abrupto 

»i Cf. Flagg's The Far West, pt. II. p. 52-^Cf. Franz, Alexander, 
Die Kolonisation des Mississippitales, p. 420. 

»2 The Americans, p. 170. 

33 Ralph Doughby, p. 153, The German word is seifenartig. 

M Flages The Far West, pt. II, pp. 52-53. "The calm. quiet tenor 
of their Hvcs presenting but few objects for enterprise, none of the 
strivings of ambition, and but little occasion of any kind to eliett the 
loftier energies of wir naturc, has imparted to their character, their 
fceling, their manners, to the very language they speak, a languid 
softness."— Cf. Volncy, C. F., View of the United States of America, 
p. 384. — Compare with the testimony of these men that of Francisco 
Bouligny (Fortier, Louisiana, V. II, Ch. II, p. 33ff.) 

85 George Hoivord, p. 220 — Cf. The Americans, p. 173. 

»« Cf. Berquin-Duvallon. Vue de la Cohnie Espagnole, pp 283-284, 
wherc the author speaks of the passion for dancing. — Cf. Pflanzer- 
leben, pt. II, p. 127. "The city (New Orleans) consisted only of some 
few miserable shacks, when a theatre had to be erected. Then fol- 
lowed gambling houses and ball houses, and still worse houses. And 
th:s they called civillzing the country." 
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ball is furnished by two Creoles singing ta-ta, ta-ta, ti-ti, Ii— Ii, 
la — etc. They have a maitre de danse, and belicve their 
whirling, leaping and bounding ä l'incroyable, divinel süperbe! 
and finally one of them exclaims: "Oh Messieurs, les Ameri- 
cains preferent la politique ä toute autre chose, nous la 
danse!"" This, no doubt, is true. Although it was only a 
few days before the presidential election of 1828, they knew 
little, and cared absolutely nothing about it; they wanted to 
be let alone and not be bothered with politics. They have. 
furthermore, no understanding for the desire of their Ameri- 
can neighbor to better their own conditions by improving 
their surroundings. "Ah," 38 says one of them, "the shentel- 
men in America sont une grande nation, but they give no 
quiet, no peace, neither by day nor night ; all they turn bottom 
upward — always they improve — never stay in one place . . . 
They come calling us to a meeting, 'must have a new road', 
they say, 'from Alexandria to Natchidoches'. 'Well', we 
reply, 'here is money, make the road ; our negroes shall help, 
although our ancestors, who were surely no drones, did with- 
out the road to Natchidoches.' " But the progressive Ameri- 
can settlers want to extend the road to Santa Fe, and another 
argument ensues. They again obtain money and help, for this 
time the Creoles are in hopes that they won't be troubled any 
more. Soon, however, a canal is needed, and the Creoles 
argue that they did without one for a hundred years, and if 
the canal were really necessary "le bon Dieu would have cer- 
lainly created one." "Au diable with their public good," is 
their slogan even when called as jurors. Their bon plaisir 
takes the place of the American's desire for Community wel- 
fare." 

87 Pflanserleben, pt. I, p. 221. 

88 Pfianserleben, pt. I, p. 253. 

89 Cf. Flint, Recollections, p. 209. "But, however happy these 
hunters, left unnrolested in the wilderness, may have been, the country 
made no advances towards actual civilization and improvement under 
them. Like the En^lish mariners on the sea, their home was in boats 
and canoes, along these interminable rivers, or in the forests, hunting 
with the Indians. The laborious and municipal life, and the agricul- 
tural and permanent industry of the Americans, their complex system 
of roads, bridges, trainings, militia, trials by jury, and above all, their 
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Many Creoles, espccially those above Alexandria, arc 
said to live as half-Indians; 40 the majority are only half 
civilized, shallow, 41 and many ignorant of writing." 

Ignorance will always be found as a creator and con- 
commitant of immorality. Such was also the case with our 
Creoles, at least with the men; "of 4S their devotion to the 
Negresses, they are strongly and justly accuscd, consequently, 
they make deplorable husbands." Their women, however, 
show a proper sense of decorum. 44 45 "Adultery is seldom 
known among the better classes, 44 notwithstanding the many 
grounds afTorded them by the infidelity of their husbands." 
In Pflanzerleben II we witness a most disgusting scene of 
this kind. A girl who has proof against her own father, a 
native Frenchmen, accuses him of spoiling her slaves by mak- 
ing them too impudent through his intimacy with them. 4T In 
the Allains, 44 however, who inhabit La Chartreuse, the most 
beautiful house in all the Attacapas, the author describes the 
voluptious coquetry of a Creole woman and her two daughters 
who live here as moral outcasts. 

taxes, were as hostile to the feelings of the greater portion of the 
inhabitants, when we purchascd Louisiana, as the fixed home and labor 
of a Russian are said to be to a Tartar."— Cf. Flaggt The Par IV est, 
p. 53. "As to politics and the affairs of the nation, which their coun- 
trymen on the other side of the water evcr secm to think no incon- 
siderable object of their being, they are too tarne and too lazy, and too 
(;uiet to think of the subject." 

«° George Howard, p. 225. 

« Ralph Doughby, p. 83— Cf. Bcrquin-Duvallon, p. 298. 

« Pflanzerleben, pt. I. p. 310— Cf. Bcrquin-Duvallon, p. 206. 

4 » P flamerieben, pt. I, p. 303. 

44 Sealsficld agrees with Berquin-Duvallon also as to the char- 
arter of the women, who are picturcd bv both writers as being much 
supcrior to the men.— Cf. Franz, Die Kolonisation des Mississippitales, 
p. 421. 

45 The Americans, p. 172. 

46 Cf. Darby, William, Geographica! Dcscription of Louisiana, 
p. 276. Tender, affectionate, and chaste, but few instances of con- 
nubial infidelity arise from the softer sex." 

4 * Pflanzerleben, pt. II, pp. 196-201. 

4 » Ibid., Chapters II and III. 
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Of thcir indifference toward the poor, 4 * alluded to above, 
the Creoles gave proof when they refused to admit the San 
Domingo refugees, their own brethren and cousins, while the 
northcrn states opencd their gates to the unfortunates. They 
showed themselves indeed so inhuman and cruel that Seals- 
field was justified in saying, "that period will forever remain 
a blot of disgrace upon the not very glorious history of 
Louisiana." 80 We have here probably another example where 
Sealsneid proves his familiarity with Berquin-Duvallon'* 
work (pp. 230-242), which discusses at length the fate which 
the San Domingo refugees met in Louisiana and compares 
it with the hospitality and kindness shown them by northern 
Citizens. 

Even Menou, who with his whole family, was much 
superior to most Creoles, had a good many qualities in com- 
mon with them. He ruled his house with an iron hand, and 
was, in truth, a tyrant within his domestic circle," especially 
where the marriage of one of his daughters was concerned. 
A marriage de convenance usually decided the fate of Creole 
girls, not affection and congeniality." 

Although Menou did not treat his slaves as cruelly as did 
the rabble, he believed that an occasional flogging was the 
best method of showing superiority. 83 The most effective 
punishment, however, which he could inflict upon an untam- 
able Negro was the threat to seil him to Merveille, the owner 
of a sugar plantation, 84 and a "veritable devil, who had his 
Negroes flogged so unmercifully that he had very often been 
in danger of his life." 55 

49 Cf. Berquin-Duvallon, Vue de la Colonie EspagnoU, p. 223. 
"Bcnefaction and generoshy arc unfamiliar to them." (The pages fol- 
lowing give a striking example of the absence of these traits). 

«> Pflanzerleben, pt. II, pp. 127-128. 

»i Ralph Doughby, p. 264. 

M Ibid., p. 269. 

M The Amtricans, p. 133— Cf. Berquin-Duvallon, p. 210, "dur 
pour leurs esclaves." Cf. ibid., p. 227. 
M Pflanserleben, pt. I, p. 110. 

m Cf. ibid., p. 157, "To have a French master is as good as to 
have the devil himsclf" is a negro proverb. 
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Long vistts amongst friends, and feasts connected with 
them, are a bright side of the Hfe of the better class. M The 
Menous, for example, were "entertaining" constantly. 

Another evidence of Sealsfield's indebtedness to Berquin- 
Duvallon, we find in his remarks on their language, or rather, 
on the Creole's pronunciation of French. He must have 
known the book and must have reproduced the passage 
quoted below" from memory as follows: M "zirai ä la zasse et 
ze vous assure que ze rentrai avec ma zarze de zibier (J'irai 
ä la c hasse et je vous assure que je rentrai avec ma ckarge de 
gibier). Furthermore in a footnote to this example of hissing 
pronunciation of the Creoles, he makes the same general re- 
marks as we find in Vue de la Colonie Espagnole. 

The Creoles' character and mode of life are summed up 
best by Vignerolles who in the presence of several Creoles 
gives the following description of the Attacapans during the 
last years of Louisiana's colonial existence: 8 *"They were 
really a stränge pcople, and reminded us, only too often, of 
the bayous which had driven us almost to despair — a torn 
fragment, carried hither by the floods of the Mississippi, sent 
from the European stream of civilization, and gone into 
stoppage, cessation, and decay. I cannot find a more gentle 
expression, for the whole colony really bore a disagreeable 
expression of decay. They resided in uncomfortable houses, 
and had thousands of cattle, calves, and cows on the meadows, 
and not a drop of milk or an ounce of butter in the house, 
because the care of a milk cow would have made too much 
trouble. M They had slaves by the dozens, but employed them 
in fanning away the mosquitoes from the mistresses, carrying 

*• Cf. Flages The For West, pt. II, p. 52— Volney, View of the 
United States, pp 385-386. 

8T Berquin-Duvallon, Vue de la Colonie Espagnole, p. 292. "Ze 
ne sace Point avoir samais eti sacer, que se ne sois rentri ci moi avec 
ma sarge de sibier." 

M Pflanzerleben, pt II, p. 290. 

6» Pfloneerleben, pt. II, pp. 215-217. 

00 For cattle raising (vacherie) in the Attacapas see Franz, Die 
K Konisation des Mississippitales, p. 288. 
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her reticule or fan, and rolling her from one end of the bal- 
cony to the other, playing with the spoiled children, and 
afterwards causing them to be whipped by the ovcrseer for 
pasttmc .... And then, the inhuman coldncss with which thcv 
could order their Negroes to be whipped, and their cruelty 
to their animals. Do you see, a nobleman will, whenever he 
punishes a Negro, never forget what he owes to himself ; the 
Canaille is always cruel, I have ever found it so." 

And still these Creoles are superior to some of their an- 
cestors, who lived in the backwoods and by constant contact 
with savagcs have assumed a similar character. 61 "The back - 
woods Frenchman of Missouri is brutal, and on account of 
Iiis connection with the Indians, malicious and unscrupulous, 
which the Creole is not. A mild climate, intercourse with 
refined foreigners and Amcricans from the North, have 
mitigated him, whereas the French, living in the backwoods. 
have only met with the scum of American and foreign popula- 
tion — we cannot designate the majority of adventurers and 
für traders, who live there in their own way, by a different 
term." 

Even less favorable are the author's remarks concerning 
the Acadians, who had come from Nova Scotia," whence 
they were dispersed over the English Colonies and Louisiana. 
""Between the Ist of January and the 13th of May, 1765, 
about six hundred and fifty Acadians had arrived at New 
Orleans, and from that town had been sent to form Settle- 
ments in the Attacapas and Opelousas." "Here they lived a 
most miserable life, suffering from the lack of food and 
shelter, for which the majority depended upon the govern- 
ment" and charitable people. The Creoles and Frenchmen 

« Die V er einigten Staaten, v. II, pp. 126-127. 

« Supra, pp. 37-38. 

13 Gayarre\ Louisiana, v. II, p. 121. 

M For a picture of an Acadian colony see Tcrrage, Les Demiers 
Annies de la Louisiane Francaise, p. 281. 

68 Cf. Gayarre, Louisiana, v. II. p. 122— San Dominao Archives, 
A. G. I, 87-1-21 No. 4. New Orleans. Ortober 10, 1781— Berqnin- 
Duvallon, Vue de la Colonie Espagnolc, p. 250. 
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looked down upon them, partly, of course, because they wcre 
poor and possessed few or no Negroes, and had to plant their 
com with their own rough and dirty fingers." Nathan calls 
them 97 "excelient hunters, but savage, riotous, drunken bar- 
barians." And even the fair-minded Count Vignerolles speaks 
of them as follows: 68 "The Acadians had at the first sign 
of the pratrie fire shipped in boats on their bayou" to capture 
the frightened animals who were driven into the water by the 
prairie fire. "These Acadians were half savage figures, the 
men only with leggings around their thighs; the few women 
in coarse chemises and a kind of vest. Our hearts revolted at 
the brutal manner in which they shot down the animals."* 9 
The Acadian Roch Martin on the other hand, is an upright 
and honest fellow, who feels somewhat hurt at being spoken 
of as an Acadian dog, but who knows himself to be far 
superior to most Creoles and Frenchmen of the Attacapas, 
and, therefore, is rather profuse with words of advice to 
Vignerolles and his companions. He wams them of the 
Creoles and French. 70 

Somewhere on the Red River, at Holmes* Station, in 
the heart of the Creole Settlements, we are made aequainted 
with some American planters and their work, and its influence 
upon the Community. George Howard introduces them with 
the following words: T1 "A dozen American families have 
settled here simultaneously with myself. They thrive well. 
It is charming to me to view the development of our country 
in its various phases, and to consider the abyss between the 
past and the present. Thus I have seen the Settlements in 
the plantations which we are approaching, exclusivcly in- 
habited by Creoles, and in as poor a State of cultivation as 
can be imagined. I füll well remember my sadness at be- 

<w Pflanserlcben, pt. II, p. 172. 
m Nathan, p. 92. 

88 Pflanserlcben, pt. II, pp. 316-317. 

w A very good and Condensed characterization of the Acadians 
may be found in Berquin-Duvallon. pp. 250-251. 
™ Pflanzerleben, pt II, p. 210. 
« Ibid., pt. I, pp. 337-340. 
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holding these Rip van Winkle huts and houses, and those 
meagre cotton and tobacco fields covered with weeds. It 
seemcd a cursed spot, on which work would be utterly use- 
less, and the Community doomed to starvation. But a few 
dozen Americans have arrived, and they have already raised 
the character of the land. At first there was no end to quar- 
rels, slanders, and bon mots. The whole Community had but 
one voice in this respect: it resembled an able-bodied land- 
lord, who, within his four walls, cares for neither the world 
nor his guests — well aware that both must drink his sour wine, 
it being the only species in that entire region; and who was 
only roused from his lethargy on suddenly beholding, opposite 
his door, a new sign and a new landlord, promising cheap fare. 
Notwithstanding the voice of the good man and his party, the 
Community are eager to prove the wine of the newcomer. 
They find it superior to the former sour stuff, and thus 
gained by the rivalry. They have gained, the place has gained, 
for the influx of travelers increases through the fame of the 
good wine and the excellent host. The same with our 
Creoles on this and all other stations. Their coarse and heavy 
tobacco becomes fragrant and perfumed, their yellow and 
short cotton, long and white, excelling all the rest in the 
State. It was precisely the same with their little Community, 
as with the above; the people lived comfortably and con- 
tentedly in their indolence, but were hurried out of it by the 
lively approach of a youthful rival; and it requires the exer- 
cise of all their five senses to preserve themselves from being 
overshadowed, if not overwhelmed." 

Here we have but an example of the better, the morally 
and physically stronger, surviving and finally taking the place 
of the weaker. ""Indolence, luxury, and effeminacy, are 
vices that are but seldom to be met with in the American 
planter. He does not yield to the northem farmer in activity 
or industry. He cannot work in person without exposing him- 
self to a bilious fever; but this is not necessary; the superin- 
tendence of his affairs is sufficient occupation for him." Con- 

" Tkt Anuricans, p. 136. 
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ccrning their alleged intimacy with female slaves, the author 
sceks to save thcir reputation with the following words: 
7a "Of the efteminate and luxurious style in which the southern 
planters are said to indul^e— of their pretended fondness for 
lemale slaves, without whose assistance they cannot find their 
beds, I have never had any proof, though in both my jour- 
neys I have not passed less than a year in Mississippi and 
Louisiana, and know one-half of the plantations." And again 
in Chapter II of Pflanzerleben II, where the worry and toil of 
a planter's week are described, \ve read : T4 "People often con- 
sider the life of a planter in Louisiana, a continued series of 
enjoyments; a resting on rosebeds, in a palanquin, fanned by 
a couple of Negresses, and so on. But in truth, our planter's 
life offers fewer comforts and enjoyments, than fall to the 
lot of the northern Citizen, who may perhaps be less wealthy. 
Take for instance our table. It is laid out all the week with 
ham, buckwheat cakes, and fried potatoes — an article of 
luxury, since they are imported from Ireland. Now and then 
for a change — mackerei, a hen, or turkey, of which, by the 
way, some sick Negro or other has his share. Venison is 
plentiful, it is true ; deer and bears appear daily on the edges 
of the forest, and swim across the river; wild geese and ducks 
fly by thousands above your head, often drowning your voice 
with their cries; but we have no time to think of shooting 
them, and even did we spare a shot, ten chances to one, that 
an alligator would dispute the possession of the prey .... 
Thus we never think of hunting, even were the heat less op- 
pressive. By the most scrutinizing Order alone, can we dis- 
charge our numerous daily duties. Mrs. Howard is in motion 
from early dawn. The pickaninnies must be attended to also, 
the families must be supplied with their rations, and cared 
for in many other respects . . . She is for ever in motion; 
Psyche, behind her with ten bunches of keys, unlocking and 
locking; a storeroom remaining open for ten minutes, is sure 
to be ravaged or emptied. These Negroes steal worse than 

w Ibid., p. 130. 

™ Pfionserleben, pt. I, pp. 84-88. 
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crows, conceal the stolen goods wherever they can, and what 
they cannot hide, they destroy . . . While Mrs. Howard ha» 
the care o£ fi£ty Negroes, on me devolves the duty of superin- 
tending the cotton and com crops, the cotton-gin, and a thou- 
sand other things. Nothing but an exact knowledge of each 
man 's capacity can secure the master against fraud and min." 

Some American planters tried to alleviate the evil of 
slavery through kindness and consideration. At least George 
Howard, at whose plantation the author entertains us for 
weeks, wants to be a father to twenty-five f amilies of 
Negroes." He sincerely desires the welfare of his slaves, and 
therefore, pursues the course which he is persuaded is the 
right one for their final civilization, 7 " namely, to make them 
more 

It seems that the Frenchman and his descendants, the 
Creolcs and Acadians (other admixtures of blood are not im- 
portant enough to destroy the strain) were not able to suc- 
ceed in the wilderness as well as the American, English and 
German colonists did. One of the reasons, Seals fiel d believes, 
is the Frenchman's dependence upon his fellow creatures. He 
has an extraordinary desire to be "amused," to chat, causer, 
as he calls it, and once reduced to himself, he soon loses these 
brilliant attributes which, while they so eminently distinguish 
his nation, expose, at the same time, a want of mental con- 
sistency and creativc power. Surely we find in civilized life 
nothing more stupid— the Negroes alone excepted— than a 
Frenchman or Creole who has been deprived of society for 
any length of time. His decline in civilization is striking; he 
evinces not the least desire for mental enjoyment ; reading he 
considers a loss of time — folly. He is entirely the opposite 
of the American or Englishman, who even in solitude pro- 
gresses onward— yes! and in it, will become an independent 
man. Behold him on his remote plantation, in the midst of 
a primeval forest, with all its energie — he is independent. May 

w Pfianzerleben, pt. I, p. 165. 
™ Ibid., p. 146. 

" Pflonxerleben, pt. I, pp. 78-79. 
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not the natural superiority of the English and thc Americans, 
and the higher degree of civil liberty to which they have at- 
tained, be considered as attributes to their different elements 
of Constitution and national character? I think so. Where 
the necessities of society demand it, the individual raises no 
objection to constraints, necessary on account of thc central- 
ization of the social laws." 

Sealsfield was especially interested in the Status of social 
relations between the Creole and the American settlers. In Der 
Legitime, T8 he treats of the change which was experienced 
by the inhabitants of Louisiana after the cession of the ter- 
ritory in 1803. At first they feared bad results, but finally 
the better class became aware of the advantages which arose 
to them out of this union, namely, the establishment of more 
liberal institutions, whereas the lower class continued to con- 
sider the newcomers intruders, and, therefore, refrained from 
all connections with them. 79 Undoubtedly, the author believe- 
that great benefits will be derived from intermarriage. Two 
of his principal characters, Doughby and Howard, live in 
happy wedlock with Creole girls; Vignerolles, a Frenchman, 
marries Entily Warren, and thus a girl of New England' s 
would-be aristocracy, a Kentuckian, and Virginian are united 
with French aristocracy and Creole slavocracy. 

™ Der Legitime, pt. II, pp. 128-130. 
7» Cf. Supra, pp. 61-62. 
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NEGROES AND SLAVERY. 

We cannot conclude our descriptions of Louisiana'«? 
population without speaking of the Negro. To men of Seals- 
neid 's character and temperament, the question as to the life 
and social condition of the black race in America must have 
had an especial appeal; and his reader, the German of the 
fourth and fifth decades of the last Century, must have been 
equally interested in an Institution which, in stränge con- 
tradiction to the fundamental principles of the Declaration of 
the Rights of Man, 1 treated a wholerace of human beings as 
chatteis, living in absolute bondage — an institution which, 
moreover, had been upheld and perpetuated by the very men 
who had framed the Constitution of the United States. Seals - 
field tried to reconcile the conditions which we are about to 
depict, with his descriptions of liberty and equality either by 
ignoring the facts of the origin and growth of slavery, or by 
reasoning in a manner such as the following: since despite 
our efforts to avert it, the evil exists, we must try to remedy 
it by taking the right stand, and work toward eventual eman- 
cipation by educating the Negroes through kind treatment 
and by putting them in possession of property. Furthermore, 
he himself, although a professed enemy to every sort of 
slavery, 2 kept slaves on his plantation in Louisiana, (if he ever 
possessed one) 3 and feit, therefore, morally obliged to justify 
his views by picturing conditions in colors less dark than, for 

1 Gocbel, Julius, Jus Connatum and the Declaration of the Rights 
of Man, (Jour. of Engl, and Germ. Phil., v. XIX, No. I, pp. 1-18.) 

2 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. II, p. 161. 

* His biographers assert it without any other proof than the 
author's own words, which, however, have been contradicted by facts 
in more than one case. 
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example, the publications of the American Anti-slavery 
Society did. Thus it may be said of Sealsneid what the author 
of an anonymous book on Negro Slavery* remarks of the 
planter in Hall's Sketches of America: "As a planter he is in- 
terested in concealing the evils, and still more the enormities, 
of Negro servitude; white, as an American (Sealsneid always 
speaks of himself as an American) he is naturally anxious to 
vindicate the national character in the eyes of a forcigner." 
The author must have reasoned as Compte de Vignerolles did 
after he had studied the Situation and had overcome his in- 
born prejudices: 5 "There are some evils which cannot be 
cured by avoiding them, but only by boldly meeting and man- 
fully facing them. Such an evil is slavery in the southern 
parts of the Union." 

But before entering upon his views on slavery as a prin- 
ciple and an institution, we shall draw some sketches of the 
daily life and social conditions of the black race as the author 
describes it in The Americans, and at George Howard's plan- 
tation, where we shall see twenty-five families, good and bad. 
in joy amd in sorrow, at work and after work, on weekdays 
and Sundays. 

They live in a little colony of huts close together, each 
family inhabiting its own little cabin.* We notice, then, that 
the very arrangement is based upon family life and not upon 
promiscuous concubinage, as was usually the case. T "Formal 
marriages," he says in The Americans, '"rarely take place be- 
tween slaves; if the Negro youth feels himself attracted by 
the charms of a black beauty, their master allows them to 
cohabit. If the female slave is on a distant plantation, the 
youth is permitted to see her, provided he be trustworthy, and 
not suspected of an intention to effect his escapc. The chil- 

4 Negro Slavery, or a View of the more Prominent Features of 
that State of Society, as it exists in the United States of America . . . 
London, 18213, p. 2. 

» Nathan, p. 378 

• Cf. American Slavery as it is, p. 19, 43. 

t Cf. Ibid., p. 85. 

» The Americans, p. 133. 
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dren bclong to thc mother, or rather to her master, who is 
not pcrmitted to dispose of them before they are ten years 
of age." In onc case, thc author teils us, Howard acquired 
a female slave for four hundred and fifty dollars from Baker's 
Station to put an end to the continual excursions of one of 
his Negroes. 8 

,0 "Each family has pigs and poultry, which are main- 
tained in the woods and plantation at the expense of the 
planter." Since most Negroes have usually finished their 
tasks by four o'clock, the remaining time is used by the 
women to raise vegetables and tobacco, which they either 
consume themselves or offer for sale. "Every male and 
female Negro receives monthly a bushel of com, which they 
prepare in large hand-mills "for their favorite hominy," and 
since they receive also "weekly rations of meat, ham, and 
salt-fish,"" they certainly cannot complain either of the lack 
or the monotony of food." 

George Howard's Negroes receive half-yearly allowances 
of clothing. That for winter consists of a l4 "woolen blanket, 
of which the women prepare a suitable garment, with the 
neccssary material for pants." Their summer dress consists 
of ""light cotton inexpressibles, and, in the cool of the morn- 
ing, Shirts of like material." M "The women are clad in short 
skirts and chemises, with a fastening around the neck." Quite 
a bit of trouble was experienced when Mrs. Howard enforced 
the covering of the bosom." Women, when sick, and during 
the period of confinement are often taken to the back parlor 
of the planter's home, where they receive the best of car**. 
Here Tabby is delivered of twins, and here she stays while 

9 Pflanzerleben, pL I, p. 52. 

10 Ibid., pt. I, p. 74. 

» Cf. Peck's Guide to the West, pp. 121-122. 

« Cf. The Americans, p. 130. 

»* Cf. American Slavery, pp. 18, 28-35. 

i« Pflanterleben, pt I, p. 74. 

« Ibid., pp. 67-«. 

" Ibid., p. 70. 

« Cf. American Slavery, p. 19, 40-41. 
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her infants need the care of Mrs. Howard, since the mothcr 
herseif is too careless to be trusted with the nursing of her 
infants; and before she leaves for her own little cabin, sh? 
is permitted to recetve soine "callers" here. ,8 "Among the 
guests," says Sealsneid, "\ve behold, several colored gentle- 
men from the neighboring plantations — at least ten miles 
distant — all in full-dress. The ladies — any other terrn would 
be sacrilege — in calico, even silk dresses, bearing on their 
gloved arms Florence shawls, on their woolly heads silk tur- 
bans; their beaux in blue, yellow, green and white frock-coat> 
and jackets; and red, blue and green pantaloons; shoes and 
stockings, watch ribbons and chains, and, as I live, two of 
the gentlemen carry monocles, or rather penny watch glasses, 
equally good for actual service. They have spied the new 
fashion in Vergennes and Merveilles, and are anxious to be 
everybit gentlemen . . . Queer creatures, these blacks ! Every 
feature and motion aped, and aped in the most fantastic 
style. Their aping "often produces looks, hatred and punish- 
ment. Our white population of a certain grade abhor it ; and 
even more enlightened individuals behold in it gloomy fore- 
bodings. But there is no help for it! Once for all the 
Negro renounces his color, and be his body ever so black, 
in his manners, he strives to be white. *°A11 his thoughts and 
desires are the reverse of those of the Indian. Contemplating 
their odious, affected manners, a stoic might be unable to 
refrain from anger, and be led strongly to treat them as a 
troop of clothed ourang-outangs." 

Their life is free of cares; joyfully and happily, ever 
laughing and talking, they do their work, and spend their 
evenings. Their very laughter is so carefree that sometimes 
their master envies it ; merrily they seize upon the bright side 

18 Pflanzerleben, pt. I, pp. 12-14. 

19 Cf. Odum, Howard W., Social and Mental Traiis of the Negro, 
p. 47. 

20 Odum claims that only by educating the Negro as a Negro, as 
onc of his color, rather than one who is to imitate white man, and 
with the proper material, he can be raised to that higher level of 
culture. 
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of life, driving all dull care away. 21 Another phase of care- 
freeness is a good portion of carelessness, which, were it not 
for the mistress of the plantation would soon cause everything 
to go to ruin — garments, food, and their very children." 
iS "The Negro, when in good humor — and this he always 
shares with his master — enters on his occupation with a sort 
of grace, and a lightness of heart, never found amongst the 
white population. You are disgusted (says Howard) with 
the gloomy expression of the white laborer, compared with 
that of the black." While at work he is forever in motion, 
prattling, laughing and joking. ""If he finds no human being 
with whom he can pass his time in social convcrse, he.turns 
to the first object that meets his eye. A dog, a mouse, a rat, 
answers his purpose, until something turns up ; and only when 
this novelty is not to be found, does he grow irritated, im- 
patient and dull." "Sometimes, on a Sunday, a little amuse- 
ment is arranged for them. They are given something special 
to eat. and several bottles of rum. This feast is followed by 
a dance, which lasts tili almost midnight.** Their dances,*" 
indeed, are sensuous. Voluptiousness is visible in every mo- 
tion of the Negresses. But this is only natural, and must not 
be judged too severely. **"It is not so much vice as bad habit. 
which should be well distinguished from the lasciviousness of 
white females. However, it is a stränge fact, that our femalc 

21 Pflamerleben , pt. I, pp. 22-23. 

22 Pflanzerleben, pt. I, pp. 67, 87— Cf. Odum, Social and Mental 
Traits of the Negro, p. 155. 

28 Pflanzerleben, pt. I, p. 69. 

24 Ibid., pt. I, p. 77. 

25 Cf. Odum, p. 184. "The ante-belhim Negroe« wero noted for 
their eheerftilness and gaietv. Their good nature and amiability, their 
good sense of humor and lack of rcsentment made their conduet 
especially agreeablc to thosc with whom they were associated. Almost 
constant and plea&ing musings while they were kept constantly at 
work, were factors in the Negro's life that kept him for the most 
part within hounds of a rcmarkable Standard of rectitude."— Cf. 
Channing, W. E., Works, p. 720. 

2« Pflamerleben, pt. I, pp. 37-49. 

« Ibid., pp. 70-71. 

2« Ibid. 
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slaves, notwithstanding their animal passions, never dcscend 
to the lowest grade of infamy like white or colored females in 
the North. They do not evcn offer their embrace for sale in 
the disgusting, shameless manner of the whites. Even in their 
baseness there is something natural. Fickleness, a light heart, 
hot blood, the desire for a new ribbon or silken kerchief an; 
their Stimuli, which always keeps them above zero; **for the 
same reasons they never ascend to the high moral fcelings or 
the chaste love of the whites. Something brutal and instinct- 
like ever predominates, preventing extremes." 

Some of their greatest weaknesses are lying and petty 
thieving. *°"They are never to be trusted completely — treat 
them as ill, or as well, as you will— a gloomy trait in the 
Negro character." As soon as a storeroom remains open only 
ten minutes," it is ravaged or emptied. "They steal worsc 
than crows, and conceal the stolen goods whenever they can," 
and when asked to confess to the theft, they will lie as lon£ 
as a lie remains available." Howard Claims that the Negroes 
are by nature malicious," and therefore takes great care to 
keep them peaceful, removing the disturbing elements, rather 
than giving them numberless floggings. 

M "The best materials for a durable and unfluctuating 
government," he says, "are an unchangeable degree of cool- 
ness and dignity, combined with the proper dose of humanity, 
which leads us, not to neglect the weif are of our blacks for 
our own, and an amount of wholesome severity, which does 
not shrink in case of necessity from applying a lash or two. 
Too much tendemess is a fault in the slave holder ; with it, he 
is unfit to own slaves, and the latter are unfit for him. In 
The Americans** we are told, that the punishment which 

29 Cf. Odum, p. 185. "The open lewdness of their women was 
not known in the Proportion of the present-day Negro." 

80 Pflanzerleben, pt. I, p. 21. 

« Ibid., p. 87, 145. 

M Ibid., pt. I, p. 55. 

m Ibid., p. 104. 

** ibid., p. 45. 

»* The Americans, p. 133. 
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mastcrs are allowed to inflict on the slaves, is a flogging of 
thirty-nine lashes. ,<r Howard, who is here undoubtcdly Seals- 
field's spokesman, wishes for a time when he has no longer 
to resort to floggings. ""Severity with moderation, and mild- 
ness void of sentimentality," he believes, "are the sure roads 
by which we may ultimately arrive at the point so much to 
be desired, viz., dispensing with the scourge." When this is 
accomplished, he maintains, the greatest evil in slavery will be 
rcmoved, for ""slavery itself is not so much an evil, as that 
men, who have escaped the pillory, the whip of the prison, and 
the gallows — men, born in fact for white slaves, can un- 
punished, practice their mean malice on the slaves." Seals- 
field's hope lies in humane treatment and in giving them an 
opportunity to learn the value of property by actual posses- 
sion, which is ""the surest road to their civilization and 
cultivation." But at times, Howard seems to despair, for he 
realizes that without punishment he is not served as well as 
are tyrants; 40 nevertheless, he is resolved upon exerting him- 
self to the utmost in turning to advantage an evil existing 
in our society. 

Another factor vital to the eventual emancipation of the 
black race is the education received in schools. In Pflanzer- 
leben, (pt. I, pp. 81-82) we hear of a controversy between 
Creole planters on one side, and more enlightened American 
slave holders on the other. It seems that the Creole tyrants 
are holding a Convention to enforce a State law forbidding 
the attendance of Negroes in schools, and especially their In- 
struction in reading." 

86 Cf. American Slavery, p. 20. "... slaves are whippcd thirty- 
ninc lashes, and sometimes more." 

87 Pflanzerieben, pt. I, pp. 102-103. 
m Ibid., pt. II, p. 217. 

80 Ibid., pt. I, p. 75 — Cf. Channing, Works, p. 727, emphasizes pos- 
session as a means of elevating the Negro for the enjoyment of 
Uberty. 

40 Pfianserleben, pt. I, p. 146. 

41 Brown, David Paul, p. 24, Appendix C. quotcs passages which 
testify to the prohibition against slaves receiving Instruction. 
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But their life is not all play and joy even at Howard'* 
plantation. "Men and womcn go to the cotton fields at sun- 
risc and work until each has accomplished his task,* 8 pensum, 
which, during the cotton crop, for example, consists for a 
male of gathering from eighty to one hundred pounds of raw 
cotton a day, and for a female, from fifty to eighty, according 
to strength and health. This work is usually finished by about 
four o'clock in the afternoon. ""The hours remaining tili sun- 
down are at their disposal, and they either hire their further 
Services out to their master, or devote these hours to their 
private affairs. The former is usually done by the men in 
consideration of from eight to twelve cents per hour. The 
women care for the kitchen and field." * 5 On Sundays the 
slaves are exempt from working for their master. Many of 
them, however, glean the fields and gather a large amount of 
cotton. 

Thus we see that their fate was sometimes not so la- 
mentable as described in contemporaneous anti-slavery litera- 
ture, and we can well believe Isling, 4 * who teils us of many 
of his slaves returning after being emancipated. Still Seals- 
field realized and appreciated the enormity of the evil, and 
hoped for the day when slavery should be abolished. * 7 "Yes, 
happy are ye that do not feel the bitterness of your lot ; ye 
who have not feit the horror of perpetual slavery! Thrice 
happy, if fate permits you to pass your days in harmless 
ignorance until the Coming of the day which will create you 
free beings. Yes, it will come, this day, which will enable us 
to atone for the sins of our fathers." 

In part two of Pflamerlebenr there is a chapter entitled 
"Debate on Slavery." Here Sealsfield attempts to remove 
the blemish of having introduced slavery from the American 

43 Pflamerleben, pt. I, p. 73. 

43 Cf. American Slavery, p. 18. 

44 P flamerieben, pt. I, pp. 73-74. 

45 The Americans, p. 132. 
4 « Morton, pt. I, p. 65. 

47 George Howard, p. 144. 
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character, and at the samc time, justifies the holding of slaves. 
who have been lawfully acquired. His arguments represent, 
perhaps, the characteristic mode of reasoning of more en- 
lightened slaveholders. It is a debate between American 
planters and lately arrived Frenchmen. While the French 
newcomers have only been reasoning abstractly, without a 
knowledge of true conditions, Richards begins his reasoning 
from the historic point of view: 

*•" 'Do you know in what way we came into possession 
of our slaves?' 'The way it was done makes no difference.' 
'Yes\ rejoined Richards, 'the ways and means of gaining pos- 
session of a property, designate the right of holding it. That 
you ought to know as a man of one idea 49 .... Our slaves 
have actually been forced upon us/ continues Richards, 'and 
therefore we are not in the least responsible for the existence 
of the evil among us. Permit me, messieurs, to show you 
briefly and historically the origin of slavery in the United 
States.' " After a discussion of Great Britain's attempt to 
create a monopoly for herseif on all imports into the Colonies, 
one of which was slaves, he continues: 

80 " 'One of those permitted imports, soon after the co- 
lonies had attained some wealth, was the importation of 
African Negro slaves. The first importation was made by a 
Holland vessel in 1620," with consent of the British govern- 
ment; "which, however, soon monopolized this whole com- 
merce, and permitted it only by British vessels fitted up in 
British ports and belonging to British subjects — in a word, it 
became a most perfect monopoly," the colonists did not dare 
*» Pflanserlcben, pt. II, p. 132. 

4 » Cf . Schurz, Henry Clay, v. II, p. 70. "The old anti-slavery 
societies had continued a quiet existence, most of them in the South, 
without creating any alarm. Then appeared on the stage, with all its 
peculiar strength, that formidable revolutionary factor in human af- 
fairs, the man of one idea." 

50 Pflanserlcben, pt. II, pp. 135 ff. 

61 It was late in August, 1619, when "A Dutch man of warre that 
told us twenty Ncgars," arrived in Jamestown, Virginia, as John Rolfe 
teils us. Du Bois, W. E. B., The suppression of the African Slave- 
Trode, p. 17. 

82 This is not true! 

W Although England was the chief slave trading nation (Du Bois, 
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lo object; but they strongly opposcd the importation of the 
slavcs themselves. 

" 'It did not escape them, that the importation of these 
black Africans, — who, like other goods in the market, were 
sold like tea, sugar or spices — would introduce slavery, and 
perpetuate it in their land ; the arrival of the first slave-ships, 
therefore, caused universal alarm. The colonies immediately 
came to the conclusion to remonstrate with the British par- 
liament against this inhuman traffic. They did so : they begged 
and prayed the Crown to relieve them of the importation of 
Negroes, and the consequently inevitable slavery. 54 Mas- 
sachusetts, 65 Pennsylvania, 6 * Maryland, 57 and Virginia 85 did 
so, and other colonies followed their example. 

p. 40) shc did not monopolize the trade. In fact sotne of the first 
slavers were fitted out and owned by the colonists. as for example the 
Treasurer and the Desire (Spears, John R. The American Stove - 
Trade, pp. 6-7), and tili the middle of the last Century many vessels 
were engagcd in the trade. (Du Bois, pp. 27-28, Spears, "Appendix 
A"). 

M It can hardly be said that the Colonies resisted the importation 
of slavcs. Slavery was a profitable business, they needed labor, and it 
was only a question whether black or white labor would be most 
profitable. (Spears, p. 13, 91) — It is usually said that the Puritan mind 
at first revolted at the idea of slavery, which was then confined to 
"lawfull Captives taken in just warres & such strangers as willingly 
seile themselves." (a law of 1641, proving that voluntary slavery was 
common). This, however, is not true, as Seidensticker teils us in Die 
erste deutsche Einwanderung, p. 80. 

85 While Massachusetts men carried slaves into South Carolina, 
they passed a law in 1705 raising duty on importation, but friving a 
rebate of the whole duty on re-exportation (Spears, p. 12— Du Bois, 
pp. 30-31), thus encouraging the trade rather than buying with the 
purpose of keeping. 

8 « Du Bois, pp. 20-21 says: "One of the First American protrsts 
against the slave trade came from certain German Friends in 1688, 
at a weckly mecting held in Germantown, Pennsylvania." Seiden- 
sticker teils us of the mecting, translates the protest signed by Hen- 
driks, Pastorius, Dirk and Abraham Op den Graeff, and follows up 
this document through the monthly, quartcr-annttal, and annual meet- 
ings, which refused to takc action. — (Cf. Bettle, F.., Notices on Negro 
Slavery, pp. 364-365). In 1712 the Puritans passod an "Act to prevent 
the importation of Negroes and Indians," the first enaetment of its 
kind in America (Du Bois, p. 22). 

87 Maryland was never over-burdened with slaves, and prohibitive 
duties, which in 1771 were raised to £9, finally abolished the trade. 
(Du Bois, pp. 14-15). 

88 Virginia, too, laid heavy duties upon importation to lessen the 
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" 'To givc you an idea of thc carncstness of thcsc pro- 
testations, and the desperate perseverence of the petitioners, 
it will suffice to allude to the example of Georgia. Th ; s 
colony was the youngest, and last of the great Settlements 
established under the English government. The foundation 
falls within the last deceniums of the first half of the eigh- 
teenth Century (1733), a period when the barbarism of the 
middle ages had already been dispelled by the light of civiliza- 
tion ; and statesmen had begun to assume more humane prin- 
ciples. The excellent Oglethorpe was the founder and first 
governor. Hardly had the colony been formed, when British 
slavers appeared in the ports of Georgia, and opened their 
market with the sanetion of the British government. It was 
in vain that the governor and the Council protested — it was a 
right of the Crown to designate what articles might be im- 
ported; the interest of British commerce, it was contended, 
required the protection of a branch of trade in which so 
many ships were employed — the weal of the colonies was only 
a secondary consideration. The petitions of the colonists, 
the governor, and the Council were refused. The first failure 
did not frighten them from a renewal of their prayers; they 
petitioned more urgently, eight or ten times successively, as 
the government acts of the colonies will show. The final 
answer to their indefatigable remonstrances was, that the 
governor was discharged, 5 * the Council dissolved with a strong 
reproof, and the slave trade continued even more vigorously 
than it had been before." 60 

slave trade. In 1772 the Burgesses petitioned the King to "check so 
pernicious a commerce." When in 1776 a Frame of Government 
was adopted, the King was assailcd for encouraging the trade. (Du 
Bois, pp. 13-14). 

w He returned to England on his own aecord in 1743, where 
he became a coadjutor of Granville Sharp (Goodell, W., Slavery 
and Anti-slavery, p. 21.) 

Oglethorpe, although himself Deputy Governor of the Royal 
African Company, and the Trustees of Georgia forbade the introduc- 
tion of slaves when the colony was founded. But the colonists did 
not cease to clamor for the repeal of these restrictions, until in 1749, 
they were successful and forced a limited importation. "In Georgia 
we have an example of a Community whose Philanthropie founders 
sought to impose upon it a code of morals higher than the colonists 
wished." (Du Bois, pp. 6-7— Spears, pp. 95-97.) 
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" 'The bad success of Georgia did not frighten the other 
colonies from the renewal of their petitions. They petitioned 
arid prayed, and the more fervently as the evil became greater. 
In the northern colonies, they laid every obstacle in their 
power in the way of the importation and sale of slaves; but 
in the southern, where the Constitution was less liberal, and 
gave to the governors appointed by the Crown more power, 
the slaves were positively forced upon the colonists. 61 The 
evil was so universally and deeply feit, that even this slave- 
trade became one of the leading causes which finally led to 
our revolution. 

" 'So you find in the original sketch of our Declaration of 
Independence — drawn by JefFerson, Adams, Livingston, Sher- 
man, and Franklin, and composed by Jefferson— an article, 
which, among the many other grievances which forced the 
colonists to take up arms, and to cast off the British yoke, 
mentions also : 

" That England has torn a stränge people from their 
homes, transported them over wide seas, sold them in the 
North American colonies for slaves, and thus with stränge 
people, a stränge race, has opened a bloody market — yes, that 
she had not hesitated even to encourage these slaves, sold by 
her own sanction as such to the colonists, to a revolt against 
their masters and proprietors'." 

This little paragraph the author Supplements with a foot- 
note, in which he has translated into German the following 
passage : 

" 'He has waged cruel war against human nature itself, 
violating its most sacred rights of life and liberty in the 
persons of a distant people who never offended him, cap- 
tivating and carrying them into slavery in another hemisphere, 
or to incur miserable death in their transportation thither. 
This piratical warfare, the opprobrium of infidel powers is 
the warfare of the Christian King of Great Britain. Deter- 
mined to keep open a market where men should be bought 

«1 "The assertion that the British forced the traflic on un- 
willing colonists in America is a puling whine." Spears, p. 97. 
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and sold, he has prostituted his negative for surpressing every 
legislative attempt to prohibit or to restrain his execrable com- 
merce. And that this assemblage of horrors might want no 
fact of distinguished dye, he is now exciting those very people 
to rise in arms among us, and to purchase that liberty of which 
he has deprived them, by murdering the people upon 
whom he has obtruded them: Thus paying off former 
crimes constituted against the Liberties of one people, with 
crimes which he urges them to commit against the Lives of 
another.' See Acts of Congress of 1776." 62 

And now the text goes on : " 'This article', continued 
Richards, 'has certainly been omitted in the publication of the 
Declaration of Independencc, at the request of some delegates 
from the southern colonies, 63 who in the debates had declared 
their doubts of its expediency; and as universal agreemenf 
in so important a document naturally took precedence over all 
other considerations. But the disgust at this inconsiderate 
barbarism of the government was expressed no less loud in 
the southern, than in the northern colonies. 

" 'The colonies, even before the hostilities against Great 
Britain commenced, began to take measures to stop this in- 
human trade. The so-called Continental Congress of Philadel- 
phia, assembled in the year 1774, passed the unanimous resolu- 
tion that from the beginning of December of the same year, 
no slave should be imported or exposed for sale. 64 The same 
resolution has been previously passed by the colonial As- 
semblies of New York 65 and Delaware. 68 That these resolu- 

«2 Jefferson, IVritings, v. I, pp. 34-35—Jeffersonian Cyclopedia, 
p. 813, No. 7944. 

08 "This clause," says Jefferson in his Autobiography (I, 19), 
"was Struck out in complaicence to South Carolina and Georgia . . ." 
who have never attemptcd to restrain the importation of slaves. 

64 C£. Spears, p. 105. "When the colonists united to oppose 
British oppression, the talk about slavery and slaves, which had 
reference to their own condition, tumed their thoughts to the un- 
fortunate Negro slaves, and on Tucsday, October 20, 1774, they 
signed an agreement that they would not purchase any slaves im- 
ported after the first day of December next." 

« New York forbade it in 1785 (Du Bois, p. 11.) 

«• The first legislation in Delaware we find in 1775, but the 
governor vetoed the bill. 
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tions did not have the deserved success, must alone be ascribed 
to the inevitable discord which followed ours, as well as everv 
other Revolution. 

*" 'It would have been desirable, if the fifty-two framer* 
of this immortal monument of political wisdom, had also in- 
vested the central government with power to dispose of this 
slave question. But this was not done, and could not be done ; 
because the several States, enjoying now the füll use of their 
civil and political rights, considered the slave question a ques- 
tion of property. A majority of them were now really slave 
holders, and only in the New England States, where slavery 
had never taken much root, had it been abolished during the 
interim of 1787 to 1789. 67 A majority of the voices in Con- 
gress were in possession of the southern slave-holding States, 
who, gradually accustomed to the evil, were the more un- 
willing to abolish it, as they had invested a large part of 
their property in the purchase of their slaves. And if you con- 
sider the difficulties which had to be overcome, before a strong 
and efficient general government could be formed — difficulties 
the greater, as every State was unwilling to sacrifice more of 
its sovereign rights than was absolutely necessary, and that, 
thereby, the hands of the great f ramers of the Constitution, 
Washington, Jefferson, Franklin, Adams, Hamilton, Morris, 
were in a measure tied, then you will easily understand, how 
even these great and wise statesmen had to yield in this, as 
in many other points, lest they should injure the great life- 
principle of the rising States; for the question was, whether 
the delivered colonies should become thirteen small disunited 
republics, or one great, powerful Union. But even this Con- 
vention did not wholly forget the slave question; Nay, more 
was done in it, than in all the governments of Europe of that 

87 We must distinguish bctwecn slave holding and slave trade. 
It is the latter which was then abolished. New Hampshire, 1784; 
Rhode Island, 1787; Massachusetts and Connecticut, 1788. The same 
was also done by New Jersey, 1786; by Maryland after 1769; Pennsyl- 
vania, act for gradual abolition, 1780, and partieipation in trade 
outside of State, 1768; Delaware, 1787; Vermont, 1787; New York, 
1785; Virginia, legal importation, 1788. Although abolished de juris, 
most states, especially New England, carried on a large traffic much 
later. (Du Bois, p. 85.) 
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time put together. A bill was passed, which subsequently 
became a law, to the effect that, although the possession of 
slaves, as it had becn guaranteed to the slave-holding States 
by the Crown of England, should for the future be secured to 
them, so that also, the Solution of this difficult question should 
remain with them ; yet that the slave-trade should cease within 
the certain limit of seventeen years, 68 and for ever ; and that 
every American Citizen, found after that time engaged in the 
slave-trade, should be regarded and punished as a pirate. 
This was done while England and the other governments had 
scarce thought of the inhumanity of the slave-trade'." 69 

So much for the introduction of slavery, restrictions of 
the trade, and legislation for its abolition, which as shown in 
the footnotes is not always based upon facts. Undoubtedly 
Sealsfield wanted the trade abolished, and more than that: 
although he himself was probably a slave holder, he wished 
for the time when emancipation would be possible and ad- 
visable. He conceived the evil in its entire magnitude, but he 
realized also the difficulties that would result from too hasty 
action. The following words will prove this: 

" 'None of us deny it is an evil, and an evil which 
operates against us in more than one way; that it is a mis- 
fortune to our social life, and that a radical eure is absolutely 
necessary; but that this can only proeeed gradually, and by 
degrees, no one, who has the least candor or understanding. 
will pretent to deny. 

" 'You have already wasted more than twelve centuriei 
in Europe, in endeavors to emaneipate your white slaves, and 
the task is not aecomplished ; and these are the descendants 

68 This would make it 1804, whercas, Article I, Section 9 of the 
Federal Convention of 1787, reads: "... shall not be prohibited 
by Congress prior to the year one thousand eight hundred and eight." 

w The first motion was introduced in Parliament in 1776, and 
the first bil! to regulate the slave trade was read in 1783; in the 
nitietics scveral bills passed in the House of Commons, but failed in 
the House of Lords. But a bill finally passed both Houses in 1806 
(.reeeiving the King's signature in 1807), which forbade the Clearing 
of English slavers, and the landing of slaves in the Colonies by 
March 1807 (Spears, pp. 106-116). 
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of men, who have been deprived by their ancestors of thcir 
liberty, property and civil rights, to whom, consequently, they 
owe restitution. With us the casc is different — nay, the world 
does not present an analogous case. This case is really a 
monstrous one, at the contemplation of which your reason 
may bc startled. To comprehend it only in a measure, you 
must recollect that Great Britain has to its twenty-four mil- 
lions of inhabitants and its hundred and twenty millions of 
foreign subjects not over eight hundred thousand slaves in its 
West Indian domains. France, to its thirty-two millions, not 
three hundred thousand on Martinique and other islands. 
Both governments might buy or set free their slaves this day 
without doing any serious injury to their subjects; — they live 
thousands of miles from thetn and come into no collision with 
them. With us the case is different. We have nearly two 
and a half millions of slaves to a population of four mil- 
lions, and if you count the whole Union, of fifteen millins. 
Just imagine one of the European governments of seventeen 
millions of inhabitants with such a mass of stränge blood 
forced upon them as slaves. Can you set them free at once, 
or put them on the same footing with yourselves, or grant them 
the equal rights of Citizens ?' " 

When finally reproached with the fact that even after 
emancipation, the Negro does not enjoy the same rights, nor 
occupy a position in society beside his white neighbor, 
Richards replies : " 'I have never heard of any civilized people 
among whom illegitimate children have the same rights as 
lawful children, some solitary cases excepted'." And a little 
later he explains his stand on the question of emancipation 
with the following words: 

" 'The case with our blacks, is really a hard and an un- 
happy one; even harder than that of the white serfs <n 
Europe. These, descending like their masters from the 
Caucasian race, can more easily be admitted into the same 
rank as soon as they have reached the necessary dcgree of 
civilization — it is vcry questionable whether it will ever be 

208 



Digitized by Google 



2>eutfdj.-&merifantfcf)e (UefdjtdjtSblätter 



good or practicable with our cölored population. Theirs is 
another blood, a blood which in bot climates passes into boil- 
ing heat, and will botl up on every occasion. This the nation 
feels deeply, and hence our refusal to take the exotic race 
among us. About matrimonial ties, or the so-called amal- 
gamation, I must say frankly, that, were the disgust against 
it less, I could not possibly respect the people of the United 
States so highly as I think we have good reason to do at 
present'." 



Chapter VI. 



THE GERMAN ELEMENT. 

In the introductkra to the present study it was pointed 
out that Sealsneid always spoke of himself as an American, 
referring to the United States as his country even in letters 
to his acquaintances, written in Switzerland. Moreover, it 
should also be remembered that the author had fled from 
Austria pursued by police authorities, and that the identity of 
Charles Sealsfield with the missing Karl Postl was only dis- 
covered through his will in 1864. To keep the secret of his 
identity concealed, and to prevent detection, he wove an air of 
mystery about himself. He had only a limited number of 
friends, but even these knew nothing of his antecedents. He 
also refrained most carefully from alluding in his works to 
his German-Austrian birth. In fact it seems quite probable 
that his desire to mystify his readers and critics carried hini 
so far as to limit his references to the German-American 
population of this country purposely and as much as possible, 
at least in his early novels. When he does, however, picture 
the German dement he makes it quite evident that he is not 
partial to his own race. His descriptions of some of the 
German emigrants are, on the contrary, anything but flattering 
to the German people. Only toward the close of his life his 
attitude in this respect changes, as is shown by his novel 
Deutsch- A merikanische Wahlverwandtschaften. 

Chapter II in part I of Morton, which is entitled "£>i> 
deutschen Emigranten," furnishes a significant illustration of 
how our author viewed German emigrant life during the third 
decade of last Century. Young Morton had risked his entire 
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fortunc on board thc schooner Mary. After this ship, to- 
gether with its uninsured cargo, was lost at sea, Morton, in 
despair, mounted his horse and rode up the Susquehanna with 
the intention of committing suicide. A little above Harris- 
burg, he halted near a precipitous bank to settle accounts with 
his Creator, when he was disturbed by a family of immigrants. 
"At first giance one could notice that they were children of 
the unfortunate country, who for many years seemed to have 
been destined to fertilize the earth with their blood, and to 
disgust the world with their nakedness and their misery, one 
of those pictures of servile subjection, such a£ we often have 
an opportunity of seeing on the wharves of our coast cities . ." 
They sat down to eat a bite, and while Morton watched them 
devour cold potatoes and bread, he heard the trotting of a 
horse. It was Colonel Isling, the county judge, and a Gerraan- 
American himself, who approached, and seeing these un- 
fortunates, remarked to Morton with a signifkant look: 
l "German emigrants." The latter ground his teeth, and his 
compressed lips seemed to ask: "What do they want in our 
country ?" 

Husband and wife, who had looked at each other timidly 
during this short conversation, now advanced a Step, hesitated, 
and then stood silently and devoutly — the man with a piece 
of bread in his hand. Morton's horse stretched its neck for 
the bread, and the good German, although he had not enough 
for himself, gave it to the animal. Morton indignantly 
scolded the horse, whereupon the poor German gave him a 
look which caused him to cast his eyes to the ground. "It 
was the most stupid, and again the most signifkant look — a 
look in which the concentrated agony of a whole nation was 
reflected, and also the blows, the contempt, and the kicks from 
friend, stranger, master, and all." And then Isling continues : 
"A poor devil of a German, who escaped the misery of his 
caste in his country to find a better future." In spite of the 
wretched condition of the newcomer, Isling laments the fact 
that only Germany sends forth such people, for he knows, 

» Morton, pt. I, p. 53ff. 
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that thcy will become good and worthy Citizens. Then hc 
teils Morton of the oppression under which these people suffer 
in Germany, how this man had sold all his possessions and 
come to Philadelphia with his family, penniless. After ob- 
taining some aid frora a German auxiliary society,* the man 
bought a wheelbarrow and is now on his way to Ohio, begging 
his way to his dcstination. The money which he receives, and 
which will probably amount to about a hundred dollars, will 
enable him to buy fifty acres of land and some necessaries, 
and in several years he will prosper and will be a worthy 
Citizen of our Union. 'Many of his countrymen were worse 
off', he continued after a pause, for they used to be sold as 
temporary slaves or redemptioners ; but I believe the countrv 
derived more benefit from the former Germans than from 
those of today. At least I do not renvember having ever seen 
one of these old Germans begging. They earned their living 
by hard labor, whereas the present day Germans seem to urge 
their shame and nakedness upon the whole world. It is 
really a sore spot in that nation. What would the German 
people say if such folk came to their country from the United 
States . . . !" 

" 'But the ways of providence are wonderful, and per- 
haps the day will come when his former Prince, 'The God on 
Earth', whose splendor this poor fellow could no longer en- 
large through servile duties — or his children, will come in the 
same miserable condition to the door of this poor man. Lots 
of this sort have not seldom fallen in the wheel of fortune in 
our disastrous times !" 

Isling then goes on to teil of a personal experience with 
a redemptioner. " 'It was at the eleventh hour 4 of the redemp- 

9 Sealsficld has the footnote, p. 56. "A foundation for the aid 
of needy German immigrants. Its officers are tnostly native Amer- 
icans, yet Germans living in Philadelphia contribute too. 

* Morton, pt. I, pp. 57-58. 

* As the pernicious redemptioner System practically recetved its 
death blow by the federal act of 1819 regulating passenger ships 
and vessels, Isling 1 » experience is supposed to have occurred shortly 
before this year. 

212 



Digitized by Google 



2)eutf($<Hmertfanifdje©ef(fjidjt8blQttet 

tioner abuse .... I was in Philadelphia, where an entire ship 
load of such peoplc was auctioned off by the Captain ; amongst 
others, a family which consisted of two grown boys, a girl 
and their parents.' " What Isling here is referring to was the 
so-called redemptioner System, a sort of bondage or slavery, 
which, for a long time, was sanctioned by law. Not only 
poor German immigrants were sold as redemptioners, in order 
to reimburse the ship owners for the cost of their transporta- 
tion, but destitute English, Scotch and Iri9h newcomers as 
well. The Germans of this country, however, were the first 
inhabitants who united against the criminal abuses con- 
nected with this System. The agents of English and American 
land companies, who, by extravagant promises and delusive 
representations, lured thousands of poor people to America in 
order frequently to defraud them on their arrival, were 
criminals, no less than the captains of the ships who under 
false pretenses persuaded the unfortunates to sign contractu 
which in some cases, they could not read. The first legislation, 
enacted in Maryland in 1685, fixed the legal term of servitude 
at four years, but in 1715, the time was raised to between 
five and seven years, and in case of children to the age of 
their majority. In several cities benevolent societies, such 
as the Deutsche Gesellschaft von Pennsylvanien, were organ- 
ized 8 for the purpose of aiding and protecting the defenseless 
immigrants. They investigated cases of insufficient or bad 
food, and ravaging disease on board the ships, which at times, 
caused the death of more than half the passengers. 6 The 
survivors were frequently sold at a price to make up for this 
loss of human cargo. Furthermore, cases of cruelty, not only 
on ship board, but on the part of American slave-holders, were 
reported and investigated, and everything possible was done 
to alleviate the lot of their unfortunate countrymen. Finally, 
it was due to the combined efForts of this Philadelphia society 
and of Baron von Fürstenwärther, a commissioner sent to 
America by H. C. E. von Gagern, to report on Immigration 

8 Körner, Gustav, Das deutsche Element, p. 22ff. 

• Heiminghausen, Louis P., Geschichte der deutschen Gesellschaft 
von Maryland. 
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conditions, that the federal legislation alrcady refcrrcd to, was 
enactcd in 1819. r 

That Sealsfield did not know or fully realize the dread- 
ful conditions under which most of his compatriots reachcd 
this country is shown by the fact that he relates without com- 
punction how Isling at the auction in Philadelphia bought the 
head of one family, how a neighbor took the wife and 
daughter, and other people of the county the sons. They were 
to serve for five years. Simon Martin, for this was the man's 
name, carried with him a bündle of rags, which sent forth 
such odors that no one could go near him. When the Colonel 
objected, Martin begged so fervently to be permitted to keep 
it, that Isling consented. He was given a vacant Negro hut, 
where he Iived in solitude like a leper. Isling was well pleased 
with him, "he worked diligently and prudently, he understood 
husbandry thoroughly, and although slow showed himself ef- 
ficient." 

To illustrate the thrift and the cunning of this Immigrant, 
Sealsfield relates how one day, shortly before his rcdemp- 
tioner was to gain his freedom, he asked permission to go lo 
a sheriff land sale in Harrisburg, just to Iook around a little, 
as he said. He came back the same night and worked the 
next day as usual. A few days later an acquaintance of Isling 
came to congratulate him on the good bargain he had Struck 
at the auction. Martin was called and asked to explain. It 
was found that he had bought the farm for himself, but since 
he lacked a little over a week of being a Citizen and since as a 
redemptioner, he was not sui juris, he had bought the farm 
in the name of Colonel Isling. When asked how he expected 
to pay for three hundred acres of land, he took the two men 

7 See Max J. Köhlens article: An important European com- 
mission to investigate American Immigration conditions, Jahrbuch der 
deutsch-amerikanischen historischen Gesellschaft von Illinois, v. XVII, 
p. 3°3ff. Also Moritz von Fürstenwärther, Der Deutsche m Nord- 
Amerika, p. 416ff. of the same volume. For a more detailed ac- 
count of the frightful conditions on emigrant ships, the activities of 
the land sharks, etc., see F. Hermann, Die Deutschen in Nordamerika, 
1806, and Ludwig Call, Meine Auswanderung nach den Vereinigten 
Staaten, 1822. 
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to his hut, opened his bündle and took out a little sack, out 
of which rolled eleven hundred gold pieces. Martin went on 
to explain that if he had bought a farm upon his arrival He 
would certainly have been cheated. "Now," he said, "I have 
not only my journey to America, but also the experience free, 
which I gained here." 8 Isling, seeing himself outwitted, was 
disgusted with the man. "But thus are the present day im- 
migrants from that country," he reflected, "a peculiar mixture 
of honesty and baseness, of sound reason and absolute de 
pravity." 

In Isling himself, Sealsfield portrays a German of the 
older generation. We are told that he came to the United 
States as a lieutenant in a Hessian regiment of infantry, that 
he was taken prisoner at Trenton and later entered the revolu- 
tionary army. Now he lives as a county judge in Pennsyl- 
vania, and loves his country, and above all, his State, for he 
has seen it develop to a wonderful height. He prospered with 
the State and became happy in the circle of his family. Hi* 
wife seems to have been of English parentage, and thus we 
find the most wonderful and ideal fusion in his daughter, "a 
tender attractive girl, in whose regulär beautiful features, old 
English nobility, German Gemütlichkeit, and American reason 
were united in rare harmony." 

It may be in place here to add that Sealsfield was of the 
opinion that the Germans who came to this country should 
learn the English language as fast as they could, and should 
mix with their Anglo-American neighbors. 9 

How highly Sealsfield valued the share of the Germans 
in the development and the civilization of this country may 

* Cf. Jefferson. tVritings, v. IV, p. 159. " . . . it was vcry fregucnt 
for foreigners who carried to America moncy enough, not only to 
pay thcir passage, but to buy themselves a farm, it was common, I 
say, for them to indem themsdves to a master for three years, for 
a certain sum of money, with the view to learn the husbandry of 
the country." 

9 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 73-74— Cf. Lieber, The 
Stranger in America, p. 59, "You can judge from what I have said 
how valuable German immigrants are to our country, if they mingle 
with the Anglo-American race. 'They are sober, industrious, and 
excellent farmers', is the universal belief given of them." 
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be gathered from the remarks which Isling makes whlle ac- 
companying Morton to Bethlehem. Passing through a won- 
derful Stretch of country studded with flourishing farms and 
prospering towns, he says: 1Ä "These thousands of cottages, 
these towns and yeoman seats, I knew when they were still 
woods and wilderness into which now and then a hut had 
nestled. These huts were inhabited by poor German redemp- 
tioners, who had served out their time, and were now tilling 
a piece of land of their own. They were miserably poor 
people who could not pay for their passage and were sold for 
the price of it . . . Their masters whom they had faithfully 
served, helped them along, and at once they began to tili the 
soil themselves. But had they received a thousand times 
more aid, it would not have helped them in an autocratic 
country. Only in a land where everyone is entirely free, and 
can use the fruits of his toil for his own benefit, only there 
one can work with joy. And these Germans did work with 
joy. They toiled and toiled, and the fruits of their labor were 
blessed .... They became free Citizens of the State; not only 
Citizens, but participants in the sovereign power of the State; 
indeed not only participants but actual lawmakers and rulerf. 
The grandfather of my son-in-law, a member of Congress, 
once was such a redemptioner, and his grandson married 
the daughter of a German baron .... Young man ! In thls 
change there is something great, elevating, something, which 
the book of history cannot show twice." Indeed Dr. Helmuth, 
the eminent divine, could well exclaim in his famous address 
to the Pennsylvania Germans in 1813: "We have made the 
middle states jewels of the Union, the granary of our con- 
tinent. The Germans have in every respect been the greatest 
blessing that has been bestowed upon America."" 

Before Isling parts from Morton he gives him a letter of 
introduction to Stephen Girard, who is to help him out of his 
financial difficulties, and finally leaves him with the significant 
words: "And if you ever meet a poor immigrant again such 

» Morton, pt. I, pp. 12&-130. 

11 Brauns, Ratschläge und Belehrungen, p. 380ff. 
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as the one we saw yesterday, give him a friendly look for 
old Colonel Isling's sake." 13 

In his novel Die deutsch-amerikanischen Wahlverwandt- 
schaften Sealsneid, no doubt, had intended to portray German 
and American traits in such a way as to account for the 
mutual attraction, the "elective affinity," of the principal cha- 
racters of the story, representatives of both nations, whom he 
wanted to unite : Harry Rambleton with Luitgard von Schoch- 
stein, and Baron Wilhelm von Schochstein with Dougaldine 
Ramble. But the novel, though running to the length of 
fourteen hundred pages remained a torso, and the author's 
original plan was not realized. This is to be regretted since 
the amalgamation of the two predominant ethnic elements, 
the Anglo-American and the German, seems to have been the 
final object of his plan, that was doubtless suggested by 
Goethe's famous novel Wahlverwandtschaften. Sealsfield 
could not fail to notice the decided change in the general cha- 
racter of the German immigration during the fourth decade 
of last Century. While its great bulk consisted of farmer* 
and tradesmen, the political events of this period had driven 
also many thousands of highly educated Germans to America, 
whose presence was soon feit in the political, social, and in- 
tellectual life of the nation. The problems connected with 
early frontier life from which America then was fast emerg- 
ing had changed to the problems ansing from the fusion into 
a new and higher civilization of the inherited culture of vari- 
ous ethnic elements. That Sealsfield had changed his opinion 
of the German immigrants since he wrote Morton, may be 
seen from the remark of the captain of the ship on which 
Rambleton sails for America: ""Let these Germans alone. 
Would to God all our immigrants were like these Germans." 1 * 
Again, 15 the author makes the following comment on the little 

18 Morton, pt. I, p. 132. 

« Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. I, p. 230. 

14 Cf. Jefferson, Writings, v. II, p. 235: "Of all foreigners 
I should prefcr Germans, they are the eastest got, the best for their 
landlords, and do best for themselves." 

" Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. I, pp. 270-271. 
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vespcr scrvicc held by thesc pious emigrants: "It is the'r 
daily custom, and a beautiful custom it is, to carry the God 
of one's home country in one's heart and over the water into 
distant regions and woods. — May ye never forget this most 
beautiful custom, ye good Germans." 

Only once more before landing we hear something of 
the Germans on board, and then we leave them to the fate in 
störe for them, while the author plunges us into the gilded 
society life of New York, takes us from balls at Saratoga to 
an old Dutch manor, and thence to the dwellings of fashion- 
ables in the metropolis. We become disgusted with the ab- 
surdities and shallowness of their life; and when Baron 
Schochstein enters a parlor filled with dandies and belles, we 
are all the more impressed with his personality. l *"And it 
was truly a rare appearance — an appearance of which his 
and every nation may well be proud, a magnificent speeimen 
of youthful German strength; alas, such as the nation whose 
descendants hold a dominant position in the civilized world, 
rarely sends over to her granddaughter, America, although 
the latter above all others, is deserving of this friendly family 
visit; since she, the freest nation upon earth, has proved her- 
self at the same time the most liberal toward Germany, and 
has paid with interest the debt which she contracted with the 
Steubens and De Kalbs, by the hospitable reeeption of hun- 
dreds of thousands of their poor countrymen, and has always 
delighted in strengthening and cementing the mutual cordial 
relations." 

With all his enthusiasm for America and true American 
ideals, Sealsneid is not blind to the dangers which then al- 
ready beset our national life in the shape of a debasing ma- 
terialism and the mad worship of money. At the same time 
the author gives us an inkling of the röle which in his story 
the German dement was to play in the process of thme 
coalescence." To make Baron von Schochstein acquainted 

»• Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, pp. 232-233. 
17 An article sent to the publishcr of Die Vereinigten Staaten 
(Feb. 25, 1827), which was either to Substitute the beginning of 
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with the political and social life of the metropolis, he has him 
attend a riotous political meeting of Tammany Hall, and one 
of the Conferences of New York plutocracy. Shocked with 
their sordid methods and the homage they pay to the golden 
calf, he exclaims: 18 " . . . dollars, the gods of these Ameri- 
cans, of these terrible Americans, who, having thus deceived 
the hopes of the world, are lowering the goddess of liberty to 
a base prostitute. Ah ! but I will show them, yea, I must show 
them, that in a German's heart there is also room for truly 
human feelings." 

In a similar but more explicit sense Andrew D. White 
said many years later in an address on Some Practical In- 
fluences of German Thought upon the United States: "The 
dominant German idea is, as I understand it, that the ultimate 
end of a great modern nation is something beside manufac- 
turing, or carrying, or buying or selling products; that art, 
literature, science and thought in its highest flight and widest 
ranges, are greater and more important; and that highest of 
all — as the one growth for which all wealth exists, is the 
higher and better development of man, not merely as a planner, 
or a worker, or a carrier, or a buyer and seller, but as a man. 
In no land has this idea penetrated more deeply than in Ger- 
many, and it is this idea which should penetrate more and 
more American thought and practice." 19 

vol. II, or to be printed in the Morgenblatt, says the following of 
the Germans and their descendants in Pennsylvania: "Their char- 
acteristic traits are: honesty, simplicity, and tircless activity." (Faust, 
Der Dichter beider Hemisphären, lettcr 9b., p. 197). 

« Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. IV, p. 171. 

*• White, Andrew, D., Some Practical Influences of German 
Thought upon the United States, Ithaca, New York, 1884, p. 12. 
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Chapter VII. 

NEW YORK AND NEW ENGLAND TYPES. 

Sealsfield's art of characterization appears at its best in 
his description of the southwestern states — partly, of course, 
because he had lived there longest, but principially because 
he considered them most important in the developmeht of our 
country. Nor must it be forgotten that at his time the South 
still predominated in the political life of the Union. Yet his 
delineation of eastern types of our population must not be 
overlooked. It is true, his descriptions display a great deal 
of sharp sarcasm, but they also contain many wholesome 
truths; and if we deduct a certain personal bias, due perhaps 
to the author's belief that the inhabitants of the Eastern states 
were inclined slavishly to imitating the British, we obtain as 
true a likeness of these people as we have in his western types. 
While he represents the latter mostly as healthy, energetic 
men, who earned an honest living by hard work, he gives us 
now an insight into the life of the wealthy pseudo-aristocracy, 
the drones of civilized society. 1 

In The Americans* while sojourning at Cincinnati, he 
says : "There is nevertheless, not any city in the State of Ohio 
to be compared with New York, Philadelphia, or Boston, nor 
is it probable there will be. At the same time this want is 
largely compensated by the absence of immorality and luxury 
— evils necessarily attached to large and opulent cities — which 
may be said to attract the heart's blood of the country." 8 

1 Coopcr's Home as Found has sünilar picturcs of eastern society. 

* The Americans, p. 14. 

* Cf. Grand, Die Americoncr, p. 113. "The country will always 
be the best modera<tor of cities ; the passions of men are sooner excited, 
where they incessantly touch each oüjer, and whcre personal enmity 

220 



Digitized by Google 



$eutfc$*«merilanifdje©efdiic6t8biatiet 

In the first part of this study we have traced thc gene- 
alogy of two New York families to the arrival of their fore- 
fathers in 1610 or 20. Now we shall see the sixth and 
seventh generations, who consider themselves an aristocracy 
by birth,* the landed interest, 6 the first families of New York, 
who avoid Coming into dose contact with the masses. They 
are, in fact, a distinct caste,* the cream of the country, who 
only marry into their own set, or perhaps, into old English fam- 
ilies, and thus retain the adventurous spirit common to both. 
Having obtained wealth, either from their ancestors, or like 
the "Fly market loafer" 7 whom we met in the first part of 
this study, through hard work, cunning and perseverance in 
business, they are now desirous of being adorned with titles 
and therefore are anxious to find for their daughters a baron 
or a count, 8 who sometimes, of course, prove to be but 
soidisants barons or counts. To be worthy of these honors, 
they are very careful that their children, especially their 
daughters, receive the best of education in institutions where 
education is synonymous with polish and brilliant varnish over 
a crude interior. Their dress and manners are copied from 
England. 9 That country occasionally sends over such men 
as Thornton 10 who are to educate the plebeian daughter, 
America, so that she may soon be received again into the arms 
of the mother. This, according to Sealsfield, would indeed not 
be an impossible feat in the East, for these states are tired 

and family quarreis nourish the fury of political parties, rather than 
where they are spread over a large space, less dependent upon each 
other . . . Therefore large ckies will always be the worst keepers 
of civil liberty, while the land is their protection." — Jefferson, Writ- 
ings, v. IV, p. 88. "Cultivators of the earth are thc most valuable 
Citizens. They are the most vigorous, the most indepeudent, the most 
virtuous, and they are tied to their country and welded to its liberty 
and interests by the most lasting bonds." 

4 Wahlverwandtschaften, pt II, p. 363. 

0 Ibid., pt IV, p. 142. 

• Cf. Ibid., pt. II, p. 121. 

1 Ibid., pt III, p. 288. 

• Ibid., pt. II, pp. 247-249. 

• Ibid., pt III, p. 427. 
»o Ibid., p. 67. 
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of our democracy or mobocracy, 11 as they call it, and look 
forward to a new order of things. Metternich is their man, 
their ideal; they want a government centralized in their own 
and their clique's hands. 

The oldcr generation, the sixth in this country, we see 
engaged in money mattcrs and politics only, while the younger 
set play part of the time the röle of love-seeking fashionables. 
In Cousin Erwin of the ll'ohherwandtscliaften, we have an 
example of a young fellow who is both a money man and a 
"ladies man." Though he is always mindful of his own ad- 
vantage, he worships at the same time at the shrine of the 
American demigod — popularity. 12 "He was indeed a double. 
A man of business from ten in the morning tili threc in the 
afternoon, a man of the world from three in the afternoon tili 
three in the morning. No one understood better than he to 
picture the financially hard times, and the impossibility of 
cashing your notes under five percent a month . . . — this 
twenty-four year-old nephew of the bank president Jedidiah 
Dish." The latter is certainly a queer character, sparing in 
words and unscrupulous as a banker, filled with but one desire 
— to make money. The longest speech that ever came from 
his lips was the inaugural address installing his nephew as a 
broker in the catacombs under his bank. 'Cousin Erwin!', 
said the dignitied man at that time, 'Cousin Erwin ! listen to 
me or be d — d, man ! Erwin ! Man ! . . . Erwin !', he repeated, 
'you are my brother's son, but that doesn't make a fiddlestick 
of difference, man! Fifteen thousand dollars, the inheritance 
from your mother, you have eaten and drunk away, man! 
Always too merry, man ! But during this merry making you 
have shown ability, man ! cleverness, cunning, dexterity, man ! 
You have understood how to make yours the girls of others, 
man ! Be still, man ! I am an old bachelor, who knows to ap- 
preciate such things, man ! And your cleverness, man ! to win 
the girls of others, has caused me to make up my mind, man ! 

» Ibid., v. III, p. 70. 

" Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, pp. 158-159. 
« Ibid., pt II, pp. 159-160. 
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to tcst you, whcther you would also succeed in making other 
people's money yours, man! Money is the principal thing, 
man! Money makes a man out of a man. Without money 
a man is no man, worth nothing ! You must prove, man, that 
you are worth something, man ! Without money, to make the 
money of others your own, do you widerstand, man? It is 
a great art, man, without money, to make other people's money 
your own, man ! I want to teach you this art, man ! Will 
make a respec table man out of you, or you shall be d — d, 
man!'" 

"And the honorable uncle taught his worthy nephew the 
art without money to make the money of others his own, and 
the nephew was an apt pupil, and was not Willing to be d — d!" 
And later we hear that Erwin has succeeded as a broker, and 
has become as dangerous a man as any one in New York — 
who would not hesitate to have his own father thrown into 
the debtor's prison. 14 

Of the meeting and caucus held to combat the administra- 
tion which had planned to introduce hard coin as the sole legal 
medium of exchange, we have already heard." 

Nor does the social life of this counterfeit aristocracy 
escape the author's criticism and ridicule. While Rambleton 
is in Switzerland, he reads in an American paper a füll ac- 
count of a Grand Fancy Ball with a detailed description of 
the clothes and jewelry worn by the beauties and fashion- 
ables, mentioning especially that "those informed asscrt tha» 
Ihe diamonds alone of Mistress A. cost fifty thousand dollars." 
To this Rambleton remarks: "Pshaw! her father dealt in 
rope and tar. ,M • 

Rambleton's return to New York furnishes our romancer 
the opportunity of picturing the parasitic life of a certain por- 
tion of New York 'Society*. His descriptions remind the 
reader strongly of Bulwer-Lytton's Pelham (1828), that great 

14 Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. III, p. 435. 

" Supra, pp. 112-113. 

»• Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. I, pp. 97-99. 
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satire, which, taken seriously by London and New York 
'Society', lT "heralded a new intellectual dynasty of fops and 
puppies." 1 ' Sealsfield caricatures New York fashionables, 
just as the author of Pelham, ten years previous, had directed 
his satire against English elites. The set of people whose life 
he describes can be understood only when one realizes that 
they are imitating English manners and fashions. 19 Erwin 
Dish, proud of his nobly pale cheeks and his blue encircled 
eyes, as well as Rambleton, the Angler of Lake St. George, 
are pictured as fantastic-dreamy, a little Byronic, but still 
more after the type of Bulwer's Pelham. 20 After Dougaldine, 
a thoroughbred society belle, had remarked to her father that 
Harry was a tailor-made puppet, but no gentleman, Mr. 
Ramble replied greatly astonished: ""Harry, who pays his 
tailor at least a thousand dollars a year, "no gentleman? 
No gentleman, Harry, who uses five hundred dollars worth of 
salves and powders," and goes to bed with a corset, he no 
gentleman ?" In fine, they are described now as assuming an 
air of Weltschmerz, and again as wallowing in luxury and 
satisfying their gourmand pleasures. 

Even less favorable than his picture of New York 
society, are Sealsfield's descriptions of the New Englander. 
What he critieizes with ridicule and irony in the Moneyocracy 
of the Metropolis, he depicts with more serious expostulation 
in the Yankee. 

With the word Yankee he designates the inhabitants of 
the six New England states. Gabriele, a minor character in 

17 Moulton, Library of Literary Criticism, v. VI, p. 685. 

18 Sealsfield expresses his opinion of Bulwer-Lytton and his 
Pelham in the preface to Morton, p. 16, and in Kajütenbuch, pt. II, 
pp. 352-333. 

»• Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. III, p. 196. 

20 Ibid., pt. III, pp. 7-8. Cf. Cambridge History of English 
Literature, v. XIII, pt. II, p. 465. "Pelhamism superceded Byronism, 
established a new fashion in dress . . ." Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, 
pt. I, p. 236, pt. II, p. 137. 

21 Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. III, p. 3». 
2* Cf. Pelham, v. II, pp. 65-68 

2* Cf. Ibid., v. II, p. 59, 74. 
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Der Legitime, who gives Rosa some lessons in geography in- 
forms her (pointing to the New England states) : ""These 
are the Yankees. We call them so because they seil us walnut 
wood for nutmegs, and hickory for ham, and to our Negroes 
Mississippi mire for medicine; "in general because they are 
like Jews." This comparison is quite common in the author's 
works. Stephy says upon one occasion: ""Did you believe 
I was a Yankee, such a double-distilled Jew?" And George 
Howard calls them ""real, double-distilled Jews, who seil 
their daughters to the highest bidder just like their baxrels of 
onions, flour, or whiskey." Even in his first work "we are 
warned against these "more than double-distilled Jews."" 

In Ralph Doughby the author introduces a truly interest- 
ing specimen, in the character of Jared Bündle, half peddler 
and half missionary, who gets rid of his cheap and worthlcs* 
wäre on a Mississippi steamer. He sells Palmyra salve, 
so "a composition of lard, ground powder, and shoe blacking, 
scented with the decoction of walnut and' tobacco leaves — 
most excellent for freckles and lockjaw." On the whole, he is 
the modernized successor of the early für traders. While 
the latter not unfrequently drove a hard bargain with the 
Indians by taking their valuable fürs in exchange for a little 
whiskey, the former victimizes his white fellow Citizen even 
more crudely. There he Stands in the midst of backwoods- 
mcn, ""his air, menacing and earnest, and then again sneak- 

2« Der legitime, pt. III, pp. 121-122. 

23 Flint, Reeolleclions, p. 33. "The common reply of the boats- 
men to those who ask them what is their lading is "Pit-coal indigo, 
wooden nutmegs, strawbaskets, and Yankee notions." 

*« Morton, pt. I, p. 194. 

27 George Howard, p. 181. 

*» Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, p. 162. 

28 Nichols, Forty Years of American Life, v. I, p. 389. "Theodore 
Parker has remarked in one of his sertnons, that New England was 
one of the few places in the civilized world where there are no Jews. 
The Yankees are too sharp for the children of Israel." 

30 Ralph Doughby, p. 39. 

« Ibid., pp. 1M9. 
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ing, drawing up his face into an innumerablc quantity of fox- 
like wrinkles, with a reddish-gray, bright eye, seemingly quiet, 
but always ruiling; sometimes resting on the backwoodsmen, 
and again thoughtfully squinting toward the cases of goods; 
his lips compressed ; his whole thin but bony figure, in an 
attitude, which made it difficult to say whether it was better 
titted tor preaching, singing or schoolmastering. The man 
might have been about tliirty, and was as dry as leather. He 
had a roll of chewing tobacco in one hand and a bunch of 
silk ribbon in the other, which he had taken from a hall 
opened ehest, in which peddlers' wäre of every variety was 
visible. By the side of this ehest were two others, and near 
them a crying Negro, scratching alternately his right Shoulder 
and foot, but evidently far from being on the road to eternity. 
As the Yankee raised his hand, enjoining silence upon the 
Negro, his face gradually assumed that solemn, stiff and comic 
expression, which is the warning involuntarily carried in the 
countenance of one of these double-distilled Hebrews, that his 
southern brethren may be wary of him, when he is attempting 
to take quasi legal possession of their dollars and cents, by 
palming off some worthy equivalent." 

Using the Negro as a decoy, he had arranged with him 
that one of the chests was to fall on him, and that then he 
was to lament as though every rib in his body were broken. 
The salve was applied, and the Negro was healed almost in- 
stantly. Jared Bündle then makes a good sale of his beautifier 
and other notions, amongst which are also tea kettles. The 
first kettle, sold to a Missourian, leaks, and when confronted 
with the defective piece, the Yankee looked at the pot on all 
sides, shook his head and finally began: 

S2 "Ah gentlemen, or rather ladies and gentlemen! Who 
would refuse in this happy land — this enlightened country of 
freedom, tlie most enlightened country in the world — to re- 
eeive information of the stränge occurance which just took 

« Ralph Doughby, pp. 35-36. 
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place before our eyes? Who would not desire this explana- 
tion? 1*11 give it, ladies and gentlemen, this explanation, in 
which I have only to regret that I am obliged to teil you that 
there are gentlemen who seil tea-pots, and seil them for the 
south, when they are only fit for the north; and again, seil 
tea-pots for the north, which are only fit for the south, as is 
the case with these — which came frora the störe of the very 
respectable Messieurs Knockdown. These tea-pots, you must 
widerstand, have been made for the north, gentlemen, there 
is no doubt; for you know that many tea-pots could stand the 
cold of the north, but not the heat of the south ; and that you 
are responsable for them only in as far as they have been made 
either for the north or the south. And I presume the cause 
of it is, that the gentlemen of the south are a very hot-tem- 
pered peopie, who have their gougings for breakfast just as we 
eat a mackerei. Now, we of the north have not so hot a 
temper, and the climate, mark, governs men, and the tea or 
coffee pots made for the north cannot possibly stand the heat 
of the south. 1 also wish to assert, that your boiling water 
is too hot, and this northern coffee or tea-pot cannot stand." 

This, of course, was too much for our backwoodsmen, 
they confiscated all he had, and then, on aecount of the "repub- 
lican stoicism which he had shown at the execution of his 
sentence, he was in a solemn way invited to 'go a whole hog 
Cocktail'." The episode topped the climax, however, when he 
asked whether any of those present could help him to a place 
as schoolmaster in their respective communities. "But," re- 
markes the author, "such they are — these Yankees, just as 
Halleck" describes them an his 'Connecticut':" 

M "Apostates, who are meddling, 

With merchandise, pounds, Shillings, pence, and peddling; 
Or wandering through the southern Climes, teaching 
The A B C from Webster's spelling-book, 
Gallant and godly; making love and preaching, 
And gaining, by what they call "hook and crook," 

58 Fit*-Greene Halleck, a New Engländer. The quotation belongs 
to stanzas four and five. Cf. Halleck'» Poetical Works, p. 98. 

M Rolph Doughby, pp. 40-41. 
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And what the moralists call overreaching, 

A decent living. The Virginians look 

Upon them with as favorable eyes, 

As Gabriel on the devil in Paradise." 

In the Wahlverwandtschaften™ we are told that the name 
Yankee merchant is synonymous with that of a swindler, and 
in Der Legitime** one of the characters lends emphasis to his 
words by saying, that, if he were proven to be wrong, he 
should be called a Yankee. No wonder, then, that at the 
frontier the Yankee was much disliked. The distrust with 
which the New Englander was met in the West is shown also 
by Flint, who says: 3T "I will only remark, that wherever we 
stopped at night and requested lodging, we were constantly 
asked if we were Yankees; and when we assured them that 
we were, we instantly saw a lengthening of visage ensue." 
Since the frontiersman, however, as a rule, came into contact 
only with the deceitful type of the Yankee, it would be wrong 
to generalize. Nevertheless, the Yankee seems to have had 
the common reputation of having something cold and calcu- 
lating in his makeup. On board a transatlantic steamer, which 
just before entering a harbor, had reeeived some newspapers, 
we observe a Yankee glancing eagerly through the stock news. 
And ""now you can see the Yankee calculating, with curled 
lips, with half-closed eyes, thinking — reflecting. They are 
usually described as very stiff and unapproachablc, but when 
formally introduced, 3B they become talkative, 40 and show 
animation and intelligence."" 

Other traits of theirs are due to their Puritan 42 ancestry. 
which, in fact, finds expression in their very features. George 

»« Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. IV, p. 129. 

*• Der Legitime, pt. II, p. 200. 

87 Recollections, p. 32. 

*» Wahlv erwandtschaften, pt. II, p. 106. 

»» Ibid., pt. I, p. 241. 

40 Süden und Norden, pt. I, p. 85. 

41 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, p. 11. 

42 For a good description of the Quaker inhabitants of Phila- 
delphia see Heller, Seals field-Funde, German American Annais, v. 
IX, No. 1, p. 5, reprinted from the Morgenblatt, January 21, 1828. 
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Howard describes a Yankee of the old school with the following 
words : 4, "And these serious, dry, sharp f eatures, this pointed 
nose, with the blue, sunken, piercing eyes — they seemed to 
dart into me ! There was something good natured, but at the 
same time unconquerably staring in thera. A Yankee of the old 
school, true to life," with "powdered queue, silk knee breeches, 
and shoes with golden buckles." Jared Bündle with his im- 
passive leather face is spoken of, too, as a descendant of the 
pious pilgrims of Plymouth. This Puritan piety forbids them 
to show emotions, and makes them hypoerites. Speaking of 
Emily Warren, who is angry with Ralph Doughby on ac- 
count of one of his escapades, the author says: * 4 " Angry is 
not exactly the word ; but it was that quiet, silent, New Eng- 
land antipathy, mixed with a strong dose of apathy, which 
had overmastered the girl, and seemed to give hope of any- 
thing rather than a reconciliation. These Yankees can hate 
so quietly, so bitterly, so calmly, mind ye, while under the 
calm exterior is a gümmer like that of their own Lehigh 
coal." And somewhere eise, he refers to the moping pharisa- 
ism intrinsic in their being, with these words : * 5 "I meant lo 
show the old Yankee what kind of a man he had before htm 
(Doughby is speaking), that I was no thin-legged, ash-colored 
Yankee ; no hypoerite, who goes to church the whole Sunday, 
and sits with his head hanging down, thinking and speculating 
in what manner he could Scratch out the eyes of the warm 
blooded Westerners and Southerners." 4 * 

Sealsfield, however, is well aware of the Sterling qualities 
of the Yankee, in spite of his apparent dislike for New Eng- 
lands population. He admires their early struggles and 
praises them for having carried their civilization to the north - 
ern states of the Middle West, where it has left its imprint. 

*» George Howard, p. 157. 
« Ralph Doughby, pp. 103-104. 
« Jbid, p. 138. 

«• Cf. Another Wcsterner, Hall, James, Sketches of the West, 
v. II, p. 85, says the following concerning the Yankce's pious mode 
of life: "They made laws, burned witches, prohibited kissing, and 
knocked their beer-barrels on the head for working on the Sabbath." 
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"Behold for instance thc Yankee," he says in Pflanzerleben. 
4T "one of the eldest sons of said Uncle Sam ! behold him wilh 
his furrowed brow, his cold, gloomy eyes, his severe and com- 
pressed Ups, which are only opened to praise the Lord in hi* 
holy templc, or the sugar, coffee and tea in his little stall: 
thanking the Lord in odious self-satisfaction — not only in his 
heart, but also with his lips, that he 'is not like other men\ 
but a favored, a chosen being ! And in him you have a toler« 
ably favorable picture of the pious fathers of Plymouth, who, 
if the chronicles be correct, never neglected the good things 
of this world for those of the next; and of their relatives, 
the Roundheads 4 * and Puritans, and Cameronians, 4 * and other 
heroes of a kindred sort. But again, those cold, unpleasant 
features conceal virtues which you would scarcely expect 
under their hard and repulsive exterior — virtues which origin- 
ally propelled him as on the wings of a bird, to seek a home 
in the cold, monotonous wilderness of New England, thence 
over the Alleghany mountains, never resting until he had 
transformed the wilds of the Great West to a fertile paradise. 
If at the present day you traverse the country west of the 
Alleghanies, that same country which less than fifty years ago, 
was the haunt of bears, wolves and other ferocious beasts, you 
will find millions of quiet, sober and active Citizens, united 
in States, many of them surpassing in extent, circumstances, 
and particularly in civil ization and in knowledge, the do- 
minions of your European kings: and though you sometimes 
meet with stray pigs and cows, you will find no country in 
any part of the earth superior in beauty. Railways and roads 
cross the country in every direction, and steamers cover the 
rivers and Iakes. And to your question, 'Who has worked all 
these wonders?\ we answer: The Yankee! the greater part 
at least', the Yankee, with his furrowed brow and cold, 

«T Pflanzerleben, pt. I, pp. 283-285. 

48 In the reign of Charles I, and later, a Puritan or member of 
the Parliamentary party who wore his hair cut short, so called in 
derision by the cavaliers, who usually wore ringlets." (Webster). 

*• A Cameronian, a follower of Richard Cameron, who refused 
to aeeept the indulgence offered the Presbyterian clergy. 
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gloomy eye, who, as his neighbor teils you, has no very tender 
nor generous heart in his bosom. These are the men who 
prepared beautiful Ohio for your residence, so that now Ger- 
mans, and Englishmen, Scotchmen, and Frenchmen reap 
where they have not sown. Say, whence the riddle?" 

Tt is evident from the foregoing that Sealsfield's prime 
interest lay in the Southwest, where he lived for several years. 
These states, especially Mississippi and Louisiana seemed to 
offer more room for development and to present opportunities 
such as he had found nowhere eise. 80 We must remember, 
too, that he wrote at a time before an extensive network of 
railroad lines connected all parts of the Union, and that 
previous to this time, farmers and merchants could exchange 
their goods only by way of water communication, there being 
only few and poor roads. Since almost all rivers between the 
Alleghanies and the Rocky Mountains empty into the Missis- 
sippi, the importance of this stream and its tributaries must 
not be overlooked. In fact, the question of navigation on the 
Father of Waters was for a long time a vital one in the history 
of the States. For most states west of the Alleghanies, New 
Orleans offered a better market than the Atlantic Coast, 
though in some cases the latter was less distant. The im- 
portance which Sealsneid attached to the acquisition of Louisi- 
ana he expressed clearly in these words: ""Only this pur- 
chase was able to give to the American merchant an inde- 
pendence and patriotism which he did not possess tili now." 

Since Sealsfield was interested so deeply in the south- 
western states, his descriptions of that region outrank al! 
others in vividness and accuraey of detail, and the impressions 
of reality which the inhabitants of Kentucky, Louisiana, and 
Texas, and such characters as Ralph Doughby, Nathan, the 
Alcalde, George Howard, Menou, or the trapper, leave with 
the reader are indelible. American fiction had not at Seals- 
field's time really ventured into the West, and where it had, 

»• Cf. The Americons, pp. 215-217. 
91 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, p. 160. 
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it was fiction only and not thc bold realism of actual Iife. 
Howcvcr, there is after all something unexplainable in Seals- 
field's descriptions, something that baffles us if we remembcr 
that he wrote some of his best works after a stay of only four 
or five years in this country. Little could he have drawn 
these life-like pictures of the different racial elements and 
their enviroment had he not been the born artist, endowed by 
nature with a specific and most keenly developed sense for 
ethnic individuality. 



NATIONAL CHARACTKR. 



It has been pointed out 1 in the preceding discussion that 
the mighty agcncy which, in Sealsfield's opinion, unites the 
various ethnic elements into a national entity, and thereby 
fosters the growth of a new nationality inspired by common 
aspirations and ideals, is democracy. The most remarkable 
passage in which the author gives expression to this thought 
and at the same time interprets his lofty conception of de- 
mocracy, occurs in Pflanzerleben, and reads as follows: *"I 
love not this democracy which places all on a level, equalizing 
all ; yet I cannot despise it, for the more I reflect, the more 
evident is it to me, that this democracy is necessary to the 
ultimate grandeur and welfare of our land; that it is de- 
mocracy alone — and there is proof even in the fragment be- 
fore me — which in our present stage developes our entire 
strength in such various directions ; and without it, these won- 
ders of civilization and energy — those canals of three hundred 
and sixty miles; those splendid cities, hardly a quarter of a 
Century in age ; our seas and lakes covered with merchandise , 
our railways nearly connecting the shores of the Atlantic with 
those of the Pacific, and daily increasing the civilization in the 
valley of the Mississippi, — would never have been realized. 
This democracy, so misunderstood by high and low, seeming to 
many nothing more than a transcendent phantom, is among us 
a law of necessity ; that same democracy unites the population 
of our land into one homogencous body;* baffled by no im- 
pediments, restrained by no regards, it works night and day 

1 Supra, p. 123. 

2 PflanscrUben, pt. I, pp. 264-267. 

8 Cf. Marryat, Frederick, Diary, ser. I, v. I, p. 4. "They are a 
mass of people cemented together to a certain degree by a general 
form of government" 
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on the public good, and even ennobles our insatiable avarice 
by resting it on this honorable basis. It is this democracy, 
which divided the power of an earthly god, snatched if from 
a single hand, and shivered it into millions of parts, hurling 
to every individual a splinter of the thunderbolt and a spark 
of the lightning— each creating myriads of elements destined 
to become as powerf ul ; it is this democracy, which has caused 
self-esteem, even majesty, laughable as it may appear now, 
though far from laughable in reality, to enter our huts. For, 
remember well ! as our country is that portion of the world in 
which democracy has been developed to its widest extent, so 
also is it the only country, where it has entirely comprehended 
and gloriously fulfilled its mission — that of civilizing the most 
beautiful and the richest portion of the globe. And the 
secret by which it has been achieved, is the boundless aug- 
mentaiton of the free agencies, in Opposition to those only 
acting in bodies. In this secret of individualizing rests its 
power of reproduction — in the self-esteem which it conveys to 
every individual, forming in each man a separate body, a 
responsible being, with entire freedom of thought and action." 4 

With the same keen interest and psychological penetration 
with which Sealsfield had observed and described the cha- 
racteristics of the various ethnic elements he follows the 
development of the common national traits resulting from the 
formation of the new homogeneous nationality. 

The most conspicuous feature of the American character 
is, according to our romancer, strength, firmness and determi- 
nation of will. Thus Whitely, an American traveling in 
Mexico, is characterized as a 5 "sharp, cautious man ; in every 
sense of the word a true American, who thinks before he leaps 
and weighs slowly his determination, but when he has once 
made up his mind, he goes like a bullet to the target." The same 
determination and energy carried the Texan colonists to 

4 Similar views are expressed in an article On the Formation of 
a National Character, The Western Monthly Magazine, Cindnnati, 
1833, v. I, pp. 348-355. 

5 Süden und Norden, pt. II, p. 159. 
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victory over Mexican domination. e "It was not a trifte," 
Colonel Morse teils us, "for a people such as thc Texans, who 
at that time hardly numbered thirty-five thousand souls, to 
undertake with a republic whose population consisted of füll 
nine millions, and who, spite of anarchy and internal division, 
could easily send against us double as many soldiers as w* 
numbered souls. But then we were Americans, had spoken 
out our resolve to be free, and you know when the American 
speaks his will firmly, there is no power on earth which can 
hinder him from carry ing it out." Again Sealsfield has the 
same trait of national character in mind when he remarks: 
7 "Our proverb says — 'If it is cold with us, it freezes; if it is 
hot, it melts; if it rains, it pours', and in this it illustrates our 
national character as well as our climate. Our people do not 
like halves. If they desire anything they desire it wholly. 
Dimculties and dangers do not terrify them, but only serve 
the more to spur them on. Half of them might sink in this 
struggle, the other would be sure to push through. No people 
on earth, the ancient Romans perhaps excepted, have had thi* 
intense energy, this enduring and almost terrible strength of 
will."« 

Closely allied to this indomitable will power of the 
American is the seriousness and gravity which Sealsfield dis- 
covers as one of his distinctive qualities. '"This gravity," he 
says in Die deutsch-amerikanischen Wahlverwandtschaften, 
"is again a beautiful feature in our national character, a 
feature justifying us in our most exalted hopes, and which 
is found in an equal measure among no other people, not even 
among the English. The French begin to assume it; neither 
the Germans nor the Italians are possessed of it, though the 
former with this gravity would be, perhaps, the greatest and 
the first of all nations. The English have it in a high, and 
we in a higher degree. No nation can aspire to greatness 

• Kajütenbuch, pt. I, p. 310. 
t Ibid., pt. II, pp. 83-84. 

• Ibid., pt. II, p. 116. 

• Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. III, pp. 361-362. 
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without this business character— this Roman character. The 
word itself is replete with strength. Tyranny trembles at the 
mere word gravity, resoluteness, strength of character. This 
is what I mean by gravity in business matters and character; 
Ihe gravity of a people in executing with consistency its ob- 
jects, unbaffled by impediments, whatever they may be . . . 
This noble feature ... in the character of our people, promises 
an eminent future." 

Another national characteristic is the adventurous spiri? 
of the American which Sealsfield believes to be an inheritance 
from the "Anglo-Norman nation," Grcat Britain. 10 "Seventy 
years haven't passed," he remarks, "since the founding of 
the Republic, and already her colors are seen on all oceans, the 
thunder of her men-of-war is heard before the mouths of 
all rivers, and the speculating Yankee is seen in all ports. He 
visits the extreme boundaries of Eastern Asia, the Indian 
Archipelago, the Cape of Good Hope, and icy Russia, and 
everywhere he competes stubbornly with his English cousin 
for power and for commercial supremacy. Sometimes it ap- 
pears as though providence had destined him to spread the 
seeds of liberty over the entire earth and to ennoble thus his 
avarice which is at the bottom of this dare-devil game."" 

This same adventurous spirit, the author maintains, mani- 
fested itself after the purchase of the Louisiana Territory, 
when thousands of families left their homes in the East 
and migrated to the New Canaan, ""and," he continues, "if 
we observe with how much foresight these simple peasants 
have chosen the location of their cities,. then we cannot do 
enough justice to their wonderful spirit of enterprise." 

10 Der Legitime, pt. I, p. 237. 

11 Ueber, The Stranger in America, p. 48. "An American dis- 
tinguishes himself from the inhabitants of all other countries by a 
rcstlcssncss, a striving and driving onward, without which this coun- 
try would never have shot up in such an uncxampled growth, and 
which opens to thousands of men, possessed of nothing but their 
cnergy, a successful career; whilst it also extinguishes in many in- 
dividual cases the calm enjoyment of what they have and possess." 

»2 Der Legitime, pt. I, p. 240. 
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Quite similar are the following remarks taken from hh 
first work. ""The American is at home everywhere in his 
country, and, therefore, in truth nowhere. If today he settles 
on a piece of land, clears the woods, builds his house and his 
barns, he will, nevertheless, desert this home just as soon as 
a better opportunity arises two thousand miles further on. 14 
He is an adventurer, but in the good sense of the word."" 

A third trait which distinguishes the American people 
from almost every other nation is their avarice and egotism. 
"This egotism," he says in Pflanzerleben, ""creeps over the 
emigrant in America, whether he will or not — another stränge 
peculiarity, a contrast, which is always seen between the in- 
habitants of this country and the European. Nature herseif 
is the cause." Upon another occasion, "however, he calls it 
a peculiarly American and English trait. 18 

Again referring to the English character as the source of 
an important American trait, Sealsfield says in Der Legitime: 
""There is in the British character, and we must admit, also 
in ours, a repulsive, icy feature, which likes so well to isolate 
itself, and to shut itself up— a gruff, inflexible, aristoeratie 
sense, which thinks of itself, and only of itself." This 
egotistic commercial spirit, this want of feeling, has as i*s 
basis a preponderance of mere reason well founded in na- 
tional experience, and, therefore, Sealsfield does not condemn 
it. "Our manner," he says in Ralph Doughby, ao "is dry, 
republican, positive, our equilibrium is not easily disturbed, 
not even through the right of our best friends, albeit we had 
not seen them for many years." "In DU Vereinigten Staaten, 

*• Warden, Account of the United States, speaks of the migratory 
habits of the Americans, v. I, p. LXII — Cf. Flint, Recollections, p. 203. 
»« DU Vereinigten Staaten, v. II, p. 192. 
« Cf . Nathan, p. 55. 
i« Pfianxerleben, pt. II, pp. 244-245. 
" Morton, pt. II, p. 43. 
» Cf. Ralph Doughby, p. 10. 
»• Der legitime, pt I, p. 218ff. 
20 Ralph Doughby, p. 246. 

n Flint, History and Geograthy, p. 90. "... there is perhaps 
less romance in the American character than in that of any other 
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he speaks even of the family life of the Americans as being 
void of cmotions, cold, and formal." Akin to this difference 
and apathy, which he considers part of the American nature," 
is a stiffness and formality, and frequently an assumed 
dignity, which finds expression not only in their relation to 
strangers, but also in their public proceedings" and in the 
execution of their personal duties. 25 Often, of course, these 
formalities are due only to imagined principles. 88 

Another national peculiarity is spoken of in the following 
words : "'There is in our American nature comething purely 
practical, which distinguishes us from all nations on earth- - 
namely, a good degree of sound reason and common sense."*' 

Finally a passage from Wahlverwandtschaften, though 
apparently füll of contradictions, will reflect another side of 
our national character: M "A truly stränge people! — the 
roughest, most sober, most inaccessible, repulsive, kind, im- 
portunate, taciturn, loquacious people — which, ten minutes 
after being repulsed, again overloads you with the cornucopia 
of its plenty, forces you to accept its presents, hangs upon you 
like a burr, opens its purse and heart, and in its liberality ex- 
cites your extreme wonder; a people, who, if you touch its 
weak side or adopt one of its notions — and we have many-- 
only for a moment, knows no end to its friendship, receives 
you in triumph, leads you about— at least until your evil 
genius plays you a trick, and you give a dangerous kick to 
that hobby, and put Uncle Sam or Brother Jonathan into ill 
humor. Mount the hobby, and the same man who ten minutes 

people; and everything in our institutions tends to banish the little 
that remains. We are a people to estimate vendible and tangible 
realkies." 

22 Die Vereinigten Staaten, v. I, pp. 96-97. 

23 Cf. Wahlverwandtschaften, pt. II, p. 28. 
M Kajütenbuch, pt I, pp. 256-257. 

2 » Der Legitime, pt. III, pp. 117-118. 
2« Süden und Norden, pt. I, p. 172. 

27 George Howard, pp. 272-273. 

28 Duden, Reise, p. 293, emphasizes the practical life. 
2 * Wahlverwandtschaften, pt I, pp. 122-124. 
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bcfore, scomful and suspicious, would not grant you a word, 
will suddenly astonish you by his loquacity, and ultimately 
drive you to despair by the same means. Ask him a question 
about one of our railroads, and you will have the history of 
railroads and everything pertaining thereto from the infancy 
of Tubalcain, the first artificer of iron, down to Stephenson. 
You are lucky if, upon a second question concerning our good 
City of Manhattan, you have not to go back to Christopher 
Columbus, or Americus Vespucius, or Hendrick Hudson and 
his Dutch navigators. We are, believe me, a peculiar people 
— quiet, sober, and reflective— perfect Romans at one time, 
at another, ingenious and unsophisticated. Notwithstanding 
our sagacity and love of accumulating wealth, if you permit 
us to indulge in our egoism, we f orget wisdom, and even dollars, 
and it is the easiest thing in the world to put us in leading- 
strings. We are famous for examining everything ab ovo, 
and with a minuteness over which your patience might run 
to seed like Dutch onions." 

The following tribute to the genius of Sealsfield by H. 
A. Rattermann, the eminent historian, eloquently sums up in 
poetic form what the writer of this study has attempted to 
present in the preceding pages : 

CHARLES SEALSFIELD. 

Austria's Sohn und Bürger Amerika's, warum verhüllst du 
Deine Wege, die du ehmals gewandelt voll Ruhm? 

Eine Riesengestalt von Shakespeare'scher Grösse so zeigst du 
Dich in den Werken, die du uns und der Nachwelt ge- 
schenkt ! 

Herrlich erscheinen am Pfad, den du zogst, die kühnen 
Gebilde 

Deines Geistes voll Pracht: Menschen voll Mut und 
voll Kraft, 

Mächtig und stolz, gewiegt in der freien Natur, der be- 
glückten, 

Wild und unbändig wie sie, doch auch so frisch wie 
die Luft, 

Welche sie atmen ; die starken Bezwinger und Herrscher des 
Urwalds, 

Frei, ungeberdig wie Ralph, partiarchalisch wie Strong! 
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Yankees, Virginien's und Kentucky's Söhne und Töchter, 
Muntre Kreolinnen schön, Mexiko's Donnas und Dons, 

Neger, Mulatten, Mestizen, die roten Kinder der Wildniss, 
Alle schilderst du sie, wie du im Leben sie sahst. 

Endlose Wälder und Fluren und goldig blüh'nde Prairien 
Zeigtest am Wege du uns, Schluchten und Sümpfe voll 
Graus, 

Schaurige Stürme im Norden und wilde Orkane im Süden: 

Ganz die westliche Welt, so wie sie lebet und webt ! 
Aber die Stapfen des Wegs, den du pilgertest, hast du ver- 
gebens 

Auszulöschen gestrebt, dass dein Geheimniss bewahrt 
Bliebe. — O herrlicher Geist! Dein Schritt war zu voll und 
gewichtig, 

Unvergänglich geprägt! — Dich preist die künftige Welt! 

(Gesammelte ausgewählte Werke, v. X, p. 28.) 
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IV. AMERICANA. 
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Häufige an* Xagebitdjern nnb ftnfoeidjnnngrn befftftfjer Offiziere 
nnb Oiefltmente-Gbronifen im amerifanifrfjfn Sflcfreinnncfrieg. 



93orbcmcrfunfl. 

Tie nadjftcbenben liodnntcrcffantcn Su^üne au<J laflcbüdicrn lief; 
fifdtcr Cffi'.icrc unb (fbronifien einzelner JHeaimcnicr ber Ucififdjcn 
.\>ilf3truppcn im amcri!amfd)en , i'cfrctimoc<fricii finb auf meinen SBunfctj 
i'on £>errn ^ollbireftor 2Borinfler, Schriftführer bc£ „Vereins für bef* 
ftfdje ©c r cbid)re unb i'anbcSfunbc" in tonffcl flemadü nnb bem ^nbvbud) 
xur ©erfüflnnn flcftellt roorben. Ta bie rein militärifcfje Sflctcilifluna, ber 
beutfeben ipilfatruppen an bem Mricfle aui bisher bcröffentlicbrcn $aac* 
büdKrn, fomic au* ben flröRcrcn, auiammenfaffenben SBerfen roie bem 
bliebe bon SKar non Cclfinfl, „Tie bentfeben £>ilf Struppen im 9torb* 
amerifani>'cben AreibeitSf riefle 177»> bis 178&," .fcannober, 1863 unb bic 
Schrift „Sbc fccffianä anb tbe otber ©erman STuriliarieS of ©reat 
©ritain in tbe SReuolutionarn 2Bar" bti (f-bmarb 3- S-'omcll, 9?cro ?)orf 
1884. binlänfllidj befannt ift. fo mar ber ©cfidjrSpunft, ber bie Porlic* 
iicnbcn SluSjüac befttmmte, ber fulturflc»dnmtli(bc. ©ei bem SWanflel 
einer un;iefdrniinften, mobrbetiw'iefrenen nmerifanifefien Sdjilbcrunfl jener 
Seit febien e3 bon befonberem ^tcreffe erfabren, roaS bic SBcrfaffer 
ber Taacbücbcr unb JRcfliment* Journale, meift flebilbete STIänner, fle* 
Icflcntlicb über Canb unb £cute, bntunter nueb bie anfäfeiflen Teuifrben. 
über ben 18oIf8djara!ter. über bie ©cfnnflencnbcbanbluna. unb fonftifle 
©erbältniffe au faflen baben. Cd fällt babei auf 3Kancbe§ roillfommeneS 
£idjt. road bisher meniaer befonnt mar, nicht am roeniflften auf ben Weift 
unter ben beutfdjen Solboten unb ihren ftührern, ber in amerifauifeben 
©efdjicbtöbüdjern bis auf biefen Tag nur 311 bäufifl in flebaffißfter SBeife 
baifleftellt roirb. 

lieber bic einzelnen bicr au$ac<?oflencn Taacbüd)cr. bon benen einige 
bereit« bon Celrina, unb Powell benufct mürben, ift nod) golcjcnbcS au 
bemerfcit: 

TaS $ciftcrfcbe EorpS, bie erfte ber amei Tibifionen beffifdjer £rup* 
Den, au3 beffen Journal ber erfte fttrae ftuäAUfl ftammt, mar nacb feinem 
©efebisbabcr. ©cneral Seopolb Philipp bon .fcciftcr. geboren 1710 in 
jP>ombcrfl. fo aenannt. SBie befannt, mürbe ber tapfere SRann, ber be* 
reitS im ficbenjäbriflcn flrica cbrenboll nefämpft ha f te, auf enfllifcbc 
^nrrifluen bin. aus 9lmerifa fdjon Wnfanfl 1777 aurütfberufcn. STCan 
fudbte ibn unflcred)tcrmcife für bie 9?icbcrlna,e ber Reffen bei Trenton 
i'erantmortlicb *u macben. in SBabrbcit aber aeiebah feine Qurücfbcruf* 
una. nwil er niebt aufleben trollte, baf^ feine Truppen ftct§ bon ben Cng* 
länbem in bie acfäbrlidiflen Stellunflen flefdjoben unb au ben blutiflften 
?lnnriffen bermanbt merben füllten. Tie un;Krccbre QJcbnnbluna. fränfte 
ben alten brauen ©eneral fo tief, baf? er fdjon menifle SRonatc nad) feiner 
Wüdfebr in Gaffel au-3 ©ram ftarb. Ter bicr abflcbntdte JRegimentSbc* 
febl «tat. »nie er auf ftrenflc SKannc^^ucbt hielt, auflleicb aber audj tnie 
ei mtt ben firtlidjcn «crbaltniffcn in Wem ?)orl bamals beftent mar. 
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9?ad) £>eiftcrS Abberufung mürben fämmtlidje befjifdje Gruppen 
unter ben Oberbefehl be3 QJencralleutnantä Pon finpppaufen gcftcllt. 

Cberft 93auermeiftcr, beffen Slufseidjnungen mir eine Sfeibe interef* 
fanter ©in^elbeiten Perbanlen, gehörte 511m {Regiment Pon Sftirbad), baS 
unter ber ftübrung darl Cmil Don TonopS ben Sturm auf {Rebbanf mit* 
madjtc. $cr belbcnbafte Job, ben biefer au3gc3eid)nctc Offigier bei bem 
Untemebmen fanb, nmdjtc auf bic ?ltucrifancr einen fo tiefen Cfinbrud, 
bafe fie ibn mit Pollen tnilitäiifdjen stiren beftatteten. 2Rit ©enugtuung 
erfahren Ifir ferner aus ben ?Iufrfeidmunqen, bafi c3 fdjon bamalS bic 
Cuäfer marcu, bic ficr) ber beutfeben Vcrmuubctcn unb (befangenen in 
ebler SWenfdjlidjfcit annabmen, im ©egenfatj Xü ber graufamen unb rüd = 
<td)§Iofcn 3*ebanMung, bic namentlich ben O&cfangcnen Pon fci:cn ber 
amerifanifdjen SJcPbllcrung Piclfad) autctl rourbc. 

$a3 Journal beS ©rcnabicr^^atainonS platte mürbe Pon Ouar* 
tiermeifter ßarl Waucr gefübrt. SRajor platte geborte urfprünqlid) aum 
{Regiment Pon Sflünau, mürbe bann jum Skfepl^babcr bc3 örcnabier* 
bataillon« beförbert, ba§ mit ben {Regimentern Pon SBiffcnbad) unb Pon 
Irümbad) bic Ggpcbitton nad) SaPannab mitmadjte. 

£a8 Journal be§ SeibrcgimentS, fpater {Regiment (Erbprinz ge* 
nannt, mürbe Pom {RegimeniSquarttermeifter tfotljcifcn geführt unb mürbe 
bereits pon (Edling bcmnjt. 

{RegimentSquartiermcifter SBodmij? ftanb beim {Regimente Canbgraf. 

£a3 SagebucB be§ {Regiments non S?ofebcrg bat Seutnant 9?icl aum 
SJerfaffer. $ie Begegnung mit SBafbington unb bie Sdjilbcrung beS 
(HnbrudS, bie feine ^erfönliebjcit mad)te, mürbe fdjon Pon Reifing bc» 
nufct. 

®cneraImajor Pon flnoblaud), au? beffen {RegimcntS^ountal 
ein fuwer Äu^ug gegeben roirb, crbielt 1780 bie Pacant gemorbene 
»efeblSpaberftelle be§ bisherigen Regiment« Pon SBiffcnbad). 

$a3 intereffante Jagebudj bei Oberstleutnant Pon Sinflage mar 
bereit« Petting befannt, ber iljm bie crgö&Iidje Sdjilberung be« 3nbi* 
anerpäuptling« entlehnte. 

$a§ Jagebudj bc3 Regiment? Pon #upne mürbe Pon Ouartier* 
meifter ©. Sitleinfdjnnbt geführt. 

3J?ag bie ?IuSbcutc an htlturgefdjidjtlidjem Sftateriat in ben folgen» 
ben Auszügen aud) ntdjt bcfonberS groß fein, fo mibcrlegt fie bod) baS 
abfällige Urteil, baS ?vriebrid) Slapp in feinem 93udjc „itr Solbaten* 
lianbcl beutfeper dürften nad> Hmerifa" über bie Slufyeidjnunqen ber 
oeutfd)en Officiere fällt, inbem er ibnen oormirft. bafe fie. gmei ober 
brei namenSmerte SluSnabmen abgerechnet, ftet« an Slcbcnbingcn lieben 
unb bafe feiner ber Jagcbud)fd)rciber politifdjeS Urteil bcftfce. $ärte 
ftapp ben SBeltlrieg unb bic amcrifanifdjc 'ScteUigung baran erlebt, unb 
bättc er gefeben mit roeld)er ©eringfd)a^ung gemiffe amerifanifdje ®c« 
fd)idjt§fd)reiber beute ben amerilanifdicn 93efreiungSfricg bebanbeln, 
bann mürbe er in ben politifdjen Weu&crungen beffifdjer Officiere, mic 
3. in benen Pon $inllagc pieHeid)t fogar ein proDbctifdje« Clement 
entbedt baben. SBären bie bcffifd)cn ^ilfStruppen nidbt £eutfd>c gerne* 
ien, bann bätten ibnen unfere Hnglopbilen oon beute PicIIeid)t fd)on 
längft ein 2)enfmal gefefct für bic Xienfte, bie fie bamalS Snglanb fo 
felbftlo« leifteten! 

3. <3. 
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$eifterf<fjeii Gorb*. 

2Me Slmerifanifrfjcn JErubben roerben in biefem Journal ber- 
fdnebentlirf) feljr berädjtlid) befjanbelt unb „(Canaillen, elenbe 
Kreaturen, «Rebellen" genannt. 

5. 12. 1776. 
Crbre ^eiftcrö. 

„£a ollster überhaupt alles unb befonberS in ben Auslagen 
baÄ ©ffen fe&r treuer ju ftefyen fommt, fo märe flu roiinfdjen, bafe 
bie $erren CfficierS jjur (üfrfbarung unnüfcer Äoften aufammen 
SRenage matten, benn berjenige, fo ©Bulben madjt unb über 
toelaVn beSfallS ßlage fommt, mirb fofort, ba er ftd) bom Äonv 
mtffariat feinen Sßorfdmfj ouf fein SEraciament $u berfbredjen Ijat, 
bis aur Sesaljlung in 9lrreft gefegt mcrben, unb überbem an 
Oereniffimi $od)f. 2)d)Iaud)t SKelbung gefaiefjen." 

„Stiles Stobafrauajen unb Samten auf ber ©trafje roirb auf* 
fajärffte berboten." 

„Da eS Qud) in ben ©eebläfcen unb <5täbten, roie S^etn $orf 
ift, aufeer ben Borbels bicl Iieberliä^e Käufer unb SBeibSleute gibt, 
fo toerben bie $errn OfficierS für biefem llebel, ba üjnen iljrc 
©efunb&eit lieb fein totrb, auf 8 ©eftc gemarnt." 

m. Ijaff. fol. 187. «Relattone* be$ Dfcerften ©aaennetfte. 

„©er ßongrefe I>ai alle ^Jrofefftoniften unter ben (©efange* 
nen) ©emeinen aufaeid)nen unb barauf eine Erlaubnis ergeben 
laffen, bamit ein jeber fein ©eroerbe a^iföien ^pt>ilabel^r)ia unb 
Saneafter treiben fann, befonberä bie @#miebe unb Stahlarbei- 
ter, nod) f)at ficf) feiner baju berfteljen toorien, unb fie 8" ©ol- 
baten anauioerben geftattet ba§ gro&e ÜRifetrauen bei i&rer unge- 
regten ©adje nid)t unb roirb ber 2Rangel biefer 21ufrid)tigfeit 
bie unglüüidjen ^Regimenter babor am beften fd)üfcen." 
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16. 3. 1777. 

„i$§ laffen fid) 2tto()ren ju Tambouren annehmen unb biele 
biefer edjmaraen finb bei ben Offizieren in ©ebienung getreten." 

(S übe <£tpt 
1777. 

„Die fficfellfdjaft ber Cuäfer (in Wlnbelplna) fjat bieleS an 
ben Söleffiertim ertuiefen." 

31. 10. 1777. 

„Tie (?ltnerifanifcf)e) ©arnifon au Slebbanf f)at ben Ober« 
ften b. SJonob ben 30. mit 400 ättann unb 3 $anon8 unter einem 
©efolge bon 50 OfficierS unb mit breimaliger Salbe beerbigt. " 

3nni 1781. 

SornmalliS orbnete an, bafe fein ©olbat 93urfd)e bei einem 
ßffiaier fein foll. £aau füllten KegroS genommen merben. 

Suni 1781. 

ÜKajor b. b. SftaBburg bittet um ÄonfenS aur Verheiratung 
mit ber aroeiten £od)ter be£ engl. SRatS ßeigfct 8" (S&arlefton. 

mi i78i. 

„5(n ber äufeerften 93Iöffe unb Sftangel finb bie ©efangenen 
eingetroffen. (53 ift biefe Söefjanblung nod) immer bie Solge ber 
üblen ert)altung ber erften JHebellen, bie 1776 unb 1777 f>ier ge^ 
fangen faffen, feiger min bie in ber Stat berübte beffere ©egeg- 
nung nid)t bie 2tmerifaner befänftigen ober ethauen, bleibt falt 
gegen alle 93orfteHung, toorauf nid)t einmal geantmortet wirb. 
2aS ©ute, roaS iJjncn mieberfcUjrt, tut bie Sefte ber Guäfer." 

20. 7. 1782. 

Sfm 20. 7. fanbte ber Öoarb of mar einen Officier ju allen 
beutfd)en ©efangenen mit ben 93ebeuten, bafe feine ©efangenen 
bon unferer (Seite meiter auSauroedjfeln berlangt, meniger mdjt 
bie an if>nen bisher gereifte Sßrobifion beaa&lt unb fo toare be- 
fdjloffen, nad) einer in £rucf ergangenen 2(naeige jeben Sßann 
mit 30 $ (Eurrcncu in SMenftbarfeit auberfaufen, nadj meldjer 
Orrift jebermann nad> geleiftciem Sibe, nie bie Staaten bon Korb 
Stmerifa au berlaffen, auf grei&eit gefegt merben unb babei alle 

254 



Digitized by Google 



Deutf$*ttmertlanifd)eGUfä)tä)fSbIätter 

JRedjtfame gleid) anbercn ©intoobnern gcniefen fönten. 2 Unter- 
officiere bon Reffen roiberfpradjen im dornen ber ftanbljaften be« 
fangenen biefem bittern Slnftnnen unb forberten nur reine« SBaf- 
fer unb ©rot, toorauf ber angeftecfte $anbel unterbrochen toorben, 
befto enger ober eingeferfert finb." 

14. 12. 1782. 

„Der Gongrefe f>ot bie bei Heabing im legten (Sommer in 
Kütten gelagerten ©raunfdjtoeiger unb $effen-$anauer befauge« 
nen burdjauS auf 3 !^at)re in &ned)tfd)aft an bie (£intoobner, ben 
SRann bor 80 @b- SEaler, berfauft ober alle Überreben Iaffen, 
8 $ #anbgelb ju nehmen, unb in bie S(merifanifd)en ÄriegS- 
bienfte au treten. SBenn Unterofficiere Dienfte nehmen, behalten 
fie ifcren JRang unb jebtoebem finb nad) SMlenbung beS Sriegeä 
100 STrfer Sanb, urbares ßanb ber&ei&en." 

13. 4. 1783. 

«Die befangenen nun mef>r au fenben (fol) unb ber Defer- 
Hon auboraufommen, hrirb boppelt Sorge unb 2Bad)famfeit er- 
forbem. Die Ueberrebungen ftnb au reiaenb, um ben bisher fo 
gut beaablten unb tooblernäbrten beutfdjen Sotbat in ber $flid)t 
au erhalten. Die ©nglänber baben nttfjt fobiel Serfudmng, um 
bier aubleiben, befonberS toirb fein ©djottlanber genötigt, Ijier- 
aubleiben. Die Ämerifaner finb aufeerorbentlid) Don ben beut* 
fd)en Sitten eingenommen, oorab toer unter benfelben ein $anb- 
toerf treibt." 

19. 4. 1783. 

„(£S toirb bieten ©djtoierigfeiten untermorfen fein unb blei- 
ben, bie erften befangenen auSfinbig au madjen unb bann Ijerbei- 
autreiben. Die Ämerifaner madjen bereits unter fid) bie anftof- 
figfte Cintoenbung, ba& ber $aufe bon befangenen, toeld)e in 
biefer Qualität bon it)nen ernährt toorben, immer fertig toären, 
ausgeliefert au toerben, biejenigen aber, tocldje auS befangen- 
jcfjaft cnttuidjen, fid) in ifjre ^rotoinaen ber^eirotet unb tooljnbar 
morben, toollen fie nid)t toeiter als gefangen betradjten, nod) 
toeniger erlauben, abauge^en, bann ftnb biele berfauft unb ba 
entfteben roieber Sintoenbungen. 9Cm 24. bieS. ftnb 2 SRann 
bom 9)egt. Änöbbmifen eingefommen, toeldje fid), unb atoar ein 
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ieber für 75 Sb- Xaler, toiber loSfaufcn müffen. 9£od) 30 SRann 
bon betagtem Siegt, fteljen auf einem difenroer? in 2lrbeit, loo- 
üon ber SBefifcer jeben 2Rann mit 30 $ an ftdj gerauft unb bor 
biefe ©elber fo lange arbeiten müffen, bis fie freigeroorben, mit 
bem 33ebing aber, nid)t micber jum Ijeffifdjcn SJorpS ju berlangen, 
fonbern nad) eigener SSillfür in bie ^robina firf) nieberaulaffen. 
Slllein in einem einmütigen SBirtfdjreiben an @e. Sic. ben $eff. 
©enerat b. ßofeberg begehren biefe 30 SJiann nad) öollenbeter 
Arbeit nidjtS beffereS, als roieber au ifjren gabncn au gelangen." 

1. 6. 1783. 

„Sie SluSftreuung gebrurfter SillettS berfpratt) ben (befange- 
nen in SSirginien bie t>ortf>etIr)afteftc Slufnabme unb baau Gaben 
bie ©iiüüoljner burd) bie roefentlidjften Ueberrebungen biefe 2>c- 
ferteurS borljer fdjon aubereitet gehabt. Sern Siegt. SftuttJbaufen 
feljlen notf) immer 142 3D?ann, mit 25 unb 30 SKann bon biefen 
finb in ber Herten bie Grifenbergmerfe in ber 2lnaal)l ber Arbeiter 
bermeljrt toorben, bie fie aus ben ®efängniffen erlauft unb nun 
als Eigentum berradjtet werben. " 

„(Sie (b. b- bie Slmerifaner) „leugnen, einigen Slnlafe a ur 
©efertion unter ben (befangenen gegeben au boben, weniger nidjt 
ben SBerfauf berfelben angearbnet. SllleS ^abe bon ben (befan- 
genen felbft abgegangen, mithin ber ÄriegSrat in ^bilabelbbia 
bie @ntmitf)enen gar niajt, bie Serfauften aber mof)l nadjfe^en 
rönnte, aus ibrer &ned)tfd)aft auf eine fdjabloS baltenbe SBeife 
bon ben ©efifcern ab unb au uns roieber überauge^en." 

äRs. Ijaff. fot. 247. »ftwfifiife unb $Iufaeidmttn0ttt ber »rigabc 

2Rirbad). 

fianbgrfifl. 
Drbre to. 
24. 1. 1776. 

„Ob eS gleidj nidjt au bermuten ift, bafc ein ober anbere Of- 
ficierS-Sfrauen ifyren äßännern in dambagne folgen roerben, fo 
null jebod) bie in lefcterem Srrieg biefcrtbalben erteilten Verbote 
gegenmärtig roiebcrbolet baben." 

20. 1. 1776. 

„^er dombagnie tuerben 6 SBeiber, incl. ber Unter offtcterS- 
SBeiber, mitgenommen. 
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W§. Ijoff. 4o 160. 3tmroal btr ©renabirrbataillonS platte. 

w 9Iud) uerfdjiebcnc #e[fifdie Offiziere unb ©otbaten not)- 
mcit üjre 2Ibfdnebe unb gingen nad) fteufdjottlanb, um fid) ba- 
felbft niebcraulaffcn. Gin Sapitain, ber bortyin ging, befam 
3000, ein Subnltcrnoffijicr 1500 nnb ein Unteroffizier unb ©c« 
incincr loO Ntfer Öanb unb biernädjft nod) auf ein ganaeS Sa*)* 
btc ^rouifion bcrtjanbreiduV' 

33 om ©renabierbataillon bon flotte naf)m ein ßeutnant 
SSieberljolb unb ftäfjnrid) ©rebe unb 17 ©renabieTS ben 9fb- 
fdjieb, um fid) in SReufd)ottIanb nieberaulaffen." 

Ijaff. 4o 161. Journal be* ßribregunente, nadjfjer 
^Regiments CrrBprtna. 

Cctobcr 1776. 

„ftod) ift bon Staten ^Slanb 8" bemerfen, bafe bie Rebellen 
aumeilen beg 9Gad)t8 in ©ooten berftoftfenermeife gebrurfte 3cttcl 
obntueit unfereS SagerS b>rüberbradjten, roorinnen fie bie #effen 
unter melen SBerfbredjungen tut 2)efertion ermuntern unb be- 
megen mollten. 9IItein ba unfere ©olbaten mit Jßrobifion unb 
Rum gut berbflegt mürben, unb genau mußten, bafe e§ benen 
fieberten fomofjl an Iefcterem als an ÄleibungSftütfen fcr)r man« 
adle, fo madite foIdjeS nid)t ben minbeften ©inbrudf." 1778 gab 
.§ome in iß[)ilabetbf>ia ein glänaenbeS Stornier, roeifoe gegen 
fdiroarae bitter. ©länaenbe 3uf<b,auerfd)aft. biel Sternen. STItc 
Ijeffifdjen unb englifdjen Regimenter maren mit Sahnen baau auö- 
gerürft. 

TO«. Ijaff. 4o. 160 bo. Journal be« ©renabierBatuWoiie platte. 

22. 6. 1776. 
(UeBtrfaJrt) 

„$ie Sfrcitjctt ber f>ieftgen" (engltfdien, nidjt amerifanifdjen) 
„ftrauenaimmerS bon einer geroiffen (Haffe unb beren $öflid)- 
feit, momit fie bic 9Sorübergeb,enben au fid) in bie Käufer inbitter, 
ten, fam un« aicmlic^ fremb bor. $er TOangel ber Opradje ber- 
binberte inbeffen berfdjiebene Herren nid)t, bie gütige ©inlabung 
anaune^men. GS toirb ein ©Kirf für biefelben fein, men fie ttrie« 
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ber fo gefunb auf bie ©dnffe fommen, als fie foldje üerlaffen 
tjaben." 

9R*. fcaff- 4o 163. Journal bce fteginteitts p. Snppljaitfen. 
18. 1. 1778. 

„SBeil bie «Rebellen in ßancafter bei bem englifdjen SHeßi- 
mentquartiermeifter," (ber ben ©efangenen ©elb bringen follte), 
„falfdjeS $ongrefepapiergelb gefunben Ratten, fo würben bcibe" 
(er unb ein ifjn begleitenber Ijeffifd)er Siegt«. ßuartiermeifter), 
„ins ©efängniS gebradjt unb Inernad) toieber jurücfgefdjictt, oljne 
nad) Virginia geljen aubürfen. 5Die ©utnee Wirb borten gegen 
40 ©ollarS $apiergelb Perwedjfelt." 

m. Ijaff. 4o 167. Sagebn* bes ÄegtmeittsqttorHermeijfcra 

$od*tot$. 

(SQloomingbale 1782.) Unfer ^Regiment ftanb im ©raS- 
garten, machte Sfront gegen ben 5ßorb»9tü>er. Stuf ber ©eite mar 
ein grofecS (&entlcman-$auS, namens (Jptoplj (3lptt)orpe). ©ei 
biefem imtrbc id) bcfannt, weil id) berfdjiebentlid) £>eu bei iljm für 
baS Regiment erfaufte, id) mad)te iljm alfo öfters eine JBiftte mit 
Perfdnebenen Herren bom Regiment, teils weil er fo guten ÜRabci- 
ra«9Bein Ijatte, anbercnteils aber aud) befonberS, weil er fo fefyr 
fdjöne ßabieS gu £öd)tem fjatte." 

2JiS. Ijaff. 4o 158. Sagefcnd) bei Wegtaten** p. SoPerg. 
27. 12. 1776. 

„liefen SPiorgen würben bie gefangenen Offtaiere (Pon 5£ren- 
ton), unter ^Begleitung beS 9tebenen«0berften SBeebon, nad) Sfcew- 
town gebraucht. @o Wenig baS Steufeere biefeS SKanneS, baS feine 
uiebrige $erfunft berriet, au feinem Vorteil fprad), fo gewann er 
bod) unfer aller §eraen burd) fein freunbfd)aftlid)eS Setragen 
gegen unS. 

SBir ftatteten biefen SKorgen einen ©efud) bei bem ßorb 
(Sterling ab, ber fid) fefjr freunbfdjaftlid) gegen und betrug. (£r 
empfing uns mit biefen Sorten: „©eneral 0. $eifter Ijat mid) 
wie feinen ©ruber beljanbelt als id) gefangen war, unb fo, meine 
Herren, f ollen fie Pon mir wieber beljanbelt Werben." Staum 
Ratten Wir uns bei if>m niebergelaffen, als ein langer, hagerer, 
finfterer SWann auftrat, ben wir für ben paftor loci bielten, unb 
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unS in ©eutfcher ©brache eine lange JRcbe hielt, worin er uns 
Don ber gerechten «Sache ber SImerifaner in biefem ftriege über- 
führen mollte. @r fagte u. 91., bafe er ein geborener $annoberaner 
fei, nannte ben Slönig bon ©nglan* nicht anberS als ben Shirfürft 
bon $anober unb fchimbfte fo erbärmlich, bafe mir enblicf) feines 
©emäfcheS überbrüfeig mürben unb ihm anmorteten, mir mären 
nid)t nach tfmerifa gefdjicft um au unterfudjen, meldte bon betben 
Parteien recht hätte, fonbern für ben &önig au fechten. 2orb 
Sterling, meldfjer merfte, roie menig uns bie Sßrebigt be§ $errn 
öanbSmanneS erbaute, befreite uns babon, inbem er frug, ob eö 
und gefällig märe, mit ihm aum ®eneral SBafhington au gehen. 
2)iefer empfing uns fehr höflich, bod) berftanben mir menig bon 
bem, maS er fagte, meil er nichts als ©nglifch fbrad), eine ©brache, 
beren mir alle noch nicht mächtig maren. StuS bem ©efidjte biefeS 
SWanneS leuchtet ber grofee SWann nicht herbor, mofür er buräV 
gängig gehalten mirb; feine Äugen hoben flar fein fteuer, allein 
ein lächelnber 3"ö in feiner SJKene, menn er fbricht, flofet Siebe 
unb Hochachtung für ihn ein. 

9. 1. 1777. 

SBir famen gegen Slbenb an bie ©ufquehanna, bie hier fehr 
breit ift, unb fehrten fämtlich in bem gährhaufe ein, mo mir, meil 
ber Örlufe ben anbern SWorgen augefroren mar, uns genötigt fahen, 
2 dächte elcnb genug anbringen. 3)aS ©erücht erfcholl batb 
umher, bie gefangenen $effifd)en OffaierS mären im gährhaufe. 
DiefeS aog uns eine äftenge unangenehmer ©efudje an, eS mar 
fein ©entleman in ber ganaen Oegenb, ber nicht geritten fam, bie 
.Reffen au fehen, mobon er fo biel Abenteuerliches gehört hotte. 
Allein man fonnte in ben meljrften ©efichtern lefen, bafe fie ihre 
9ttühe bereuten; fie maren gefommen, SBunbertiere au fehen, unb 
fanben au ihrem Serbruft, bafj mir mie SIRenfchen auSfahen. 68 
feheint lächerlich, allein eS ift in ber £at mahr, bafj fich bie Seute 
eine fo abgefchmaefte SJorftellung bon ben Reffen gemacht hatten, 
bafj fie uns im Anfang auf unfer SBort nicht glauben mollten, bafj 
mir mirflich Reffen mären." 

13. 1. 1777. 

5(e meiter mir in «mertta fommen, je meniger gefällt eS unS; 
mir fehen immer mehr ©äöer unb meniger Käufer, unb biefe 
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finb eber Kütten alä Käufer au nennen, aber bennod) ftnb bie £in- 
roobner fo febr bon ibrem 2anbe eingenommen, bafc fte nid)t glau. 
ben fönnen, e£ gebe ein anbereS in ber Söelt, ba§ bem irrigen an 
bie Seite au fefcen wäre. 3d) mag in bie elenbeftc §ütte geben, 
fo roirb bie erfte ftragc be£ #errn bcrfelben an mid) fein: „§oro 
bo nou life tljtö countrn?" Slntroorte id) fdjledjtroeg : (Mut, fo 
rümpft er bie SHafc unb fann nid)t begreifen, toarum e3 mir nidjt 
über alle Staffen gut gefällt." 

7. 2.1777. 

liefen SWittog famen mir au SBindjefter an unb mürben in 
berfduebenen 9üirt§bäuferu einquartiert, 25iefer Ort beftetjt un- 
tief äbr auÄ 150, teilÄ Ijölaernen, teils fteinernen Käufern. tft 
eine englifdje ßirdje Ijier, morin aber feit langer Seit nidjt mebr 
flc^rebigt mirb. $err 5£rufton, ber §irte biefer ©emeinbe, bat 
baö ©ebroert ergriffen ; er 30g im legten SBinter an ber ©bifce bon 
400 Sreiroilligen gegen bie fiönigl. Slrmee au§, mürbe bertounbet 
unb erhielt baburd) eine Oberftenftelle unb bie Erlaubnis, ein 
Regiment au errieten, ba§ er aber nod) nidjt bat auftanbe bringen 
fönnen. 2)ie $)eutfd)en ßutberaner baben t)tcr eine fteinerne 
ßirdje aufgefübrt, bie aber, roegen ber ßriegerifdjen Unruhen unb 
SWangel beS ÖelbeS, bielleid)t nod) lange unbollenbet bleiben roirb. 
Die 25eutfd)en Reformierten bnben a^ar eine Ijölaeme Tabelle 
bier, aber feinen $rebiger. Stura, Religion unb ©efefce fdjlafcn 
in Stmerifa. Sie bjefigen ©inroobner befteben auß ©nglänbern, 
Sdjotten, Srlänbern unb $eutfcben, roeldie Iefcte bie größere 2(n. 
jabl auSmadjen. 

$tefe baben einen folgen 9ftifd)mafdb bon ©btadje angenom- 
men, bafe man 3Wübe bat, fte au berfte^en, fie mögen 2>eutfd) ober 
Gnglifdj fbredjen. 

SBir müffen ben ©inroobnern bon 2>umfrieä bie ©eredjrig- 
feit roiberfabren Iaffen, ba3 fie burebgängig böfli(ber, gaftfreier 
unb gefälliger finb, all bie bon SBincbefter. SDiefe fdjeinen allen 
Umgang mit und forg fältig au bermeiben, unb barüber finb mir 
leidjt 311 tröften, roeil bie mebrften fo blinbe Patrioten unb fo 
eifrige Mnbänger ibreS falfmen bolitifo^en (SöftemS finb, bafe für 
unl in ibrer ©efellfajaft fein $eil m finben tft." 



260 



$eutf4*9merifantf4e(9ef4i($t3blätter 



1. 10. 1777. 

SSir famcn Ijcutc in aflillerätomu an. SMefer Ort ift faft 
uorf) fcf)Ied)ter mie bie beiben unten entminten; 1 lauter elcnbc 
!)üläcrne Käufer unb arme beutfdjc einmoljncr. 2ßa§ unumgäng- 
litt) jum ficbcnöunterfjalt gehört, ift f)ier nod) im billigen greife 
au baben, aber aueb, roeiter nictjtö. 2)er Ort liegt aroifcfjen 2 ©e« 
liirgcn, bem 9?orb-@ebirge unb bem £brec 2op. 2äug§ biefem 
lefetcren füeftt ber ©[janeborc (©benanboaf)). %\\ ben ®ebirgen 
foll eS SBärcu unb $irfd)e geben, Jyafanen unb 3rdb£)ür>ncr finbet 
man fjicr im Ueberflufe. Sftod) bor 18 ^afjrcu roar biefe ©egenb 
(bic ©raffdjaft $unmorc) bor beu Einfällen ber SBilben nid)t 
fidjer; ba^er fatjen fief) bie ßeute, roeld>e im öanbe aerftreut roofjn- 
ten, genötigt, fid) in ©tobten unb Dörfern aufammenauäicfjen, 
unb fo entftanben <WilIer3tohm unb ©toberStoron. MlerSiomn 
tfonft aurf) SBoobftotf genannt) mar au flein unb ju fd)lcd)t, 2« 
Offiäiere mit erträglidicn Cuartiercn ju berfcfjen. 

f|aff. 4° 205. Journal be* Wcgimentö bon ÄnoMaudj. 
20. 6. 1783. 

mirb benjenigen $errn OfficerS unb 3Jiittelftabäbcrfonen, 
melrfjc bei bem ftommanbicrenben (General um ßanb in 9*oba 
©cotia anautialten gebenfen, befannt gemadjt, bafe fie baau ftcb, 
borber bei ©r. GsccIIena bem #errn ©cneral Seutnant b. ßofeberg 
um einen GFrlaubniSfdjein au melbcn t)abcn, objic meldjen auf ifyre 
Söorftellungen feine föeflerjon mirb genommen merben, mie aud) 
bafj ifmen bom fommanbicrenben $crrn ©eneral uid)t§ als eine 
Wecommenbation an ben ©ouberneur bafelbft gegeben merben 
Fann, roorauf fie bie nämlidje Ouantitat 2aub unb fonftige $ribi« 
Ijgien mie $robinaialofficer8 bon gleidiem Slang au gemarten 
tjaben." 

Ijaff. 4" 161. Journal ber ßribregiment«, nadlet GrBprinj. 
1778. 

^Jbilabelbbia ift bie fdjönfte unb regelmäfeigfte ©tabt in gana 
*2fmerifa unb berbient unter ben ©täbten in (Suropa feinen ge^ 
ringen $Iafc einaunefimen. 

1 ©toberStohm unb JRemtotun, bie als „etenbe SJötfer," meljrentetl* 
fon ^eutfdjen bctDofjnet, be<jetd)net toutben. 
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Die Stabt liegt auf einer fdjönen Sßlaine aroifdjcn ben ^äf- 
fen Sfulfill unb Delaroare. ©egentoärtig ift fie nad) bem statte 
nod) nidjt ganj ausgebaut, unb ungefähr nur 3J4 englifdje üflieilen 
lang unb 1 y 2 SWeilcn breit, Sd)on bamalS, als mir bie (Stabt in 
U3eftfe nafjmen, beftanb fie aus 2 — 3000 fteinernen, grofeen rcgcl« 
mäfeig gebauten Käufern, mefyrenteils mit 3ieQeIoäd)ern berfeljen, 
jtatt bafe bie anbem Stäbtc in Slmcrifa mit Sd)inbcln geberft finb. 
Söann ber $Ian gana ausgeführt ift, mirb fid) bie Stabt bom 
Delaroare bis ium Sfulfill cytenbicren unb über 5 teilen lang 
unb eben fo breit fein, folglid) ein rcd)troinfligeS Cuabrat (fol) 
formieren. Sämtlidjc Strafecn finb auf beiben Seiten mit {Qua- 
bratfteinen für bie Sufegänger berfeljen, roie bie Qberneuftabt ju 
Gaffel. Die tfaubtftrafecn finb fo breit, bafe 3 bis 4 Slutfäen 
tebeneinanber fahren tonnen. 

Die §tabt ift mit Öaternen fo roob,l berfeljen, bafe eS, roenu 
man fid) auf ben ÜJlarft ftellt, mo man bie meiften §aubtftrafeen 
im ^rofbect fjat, einer Illumination fct)r äf)nltd) fteljt, benn bie 
Strafen finb fämtlicf) ins Ouabrat angelegt. 

SBenn bie Stabt nad) bem bortrefflidjen «Plan erft bollenbet 
ift, fo roirb fie bielteid)t ßonbon nid)tS nachgeben, unb fold)eS an 
Slegelmäfeigfcit nod) übertreffen. 

GS roerben in TOIabclpf)ia fo mie in ganj ftorb^merifa 
alle Religionen unb Scften gebulbet. $enftlbanicn unb Slljobc 
^Slanb finb jebod) bie Soubtftfcc ber Ouäfcr." 

Wttgitft 1778. 

Das Stferfroürbigfte in ßingSbribge ift ein £ulbcnbaum, ber 
in ber 9ftitte unfereS GantonmentS ftanb unb eine ©lume trägt, 
bie ben £ultbanen an Gouleur unb ©eftalt fcf)r äf)nlid) fief)t, aber 
feinen ©erud) f)at. Diefer Saum mar fo grofe, bafe baS ganje 
Regiment im folgenben Sommer Äirdje borten bjelt, roeil er uns 
gegen bie Sommerfjifee mit feinem Statten etmaS fdmfcte." 

Wem ?)orf ift eine ber beften §anblungSftäbte in ftorbame- 
rifa unb eine 9tteberlage ber SBaren, fo bon ber Sßrobina Stern 
?)orf, Wem ^erfeq unb Sllbanien bab,ingebrad)t roerben. %n ttn- 
feljung ber §anblungSgefd)äfte b,at eS bor (SljarleStohm unb $ßb> 
labelb&ia feinen geringen Vorteil, roctl eS fo nalje an ber ©ee 
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ließt, unb ber ^ubfonflufc 200 SWeilen toeii bon STIBanien Ber Bei 
9£ero ?)orf borBei in bie ©ec fliefet. Der $afen ift fo grofj unb 
*id)cr, bofe bon ©anbb $oof bis 9?eto Dorf unb runb um bic 
©tabt unb bic Unfein Berum bic grö&tcn SinienftBiffc gana be- 
quem, audj größtenteils in ben SBarffS liegen tonnen. Dod) ift 
ber #afen für bie ©djiffe nidrf fo gut mie ber ftemborter $afen. 
Denn menn bie «Skiffe in SRem f)ott lange liegen Bleiben, fo forn- 
men bie SBürmer an ben SBoben ber ©djiffe unb tun iljnen biet 
©d>aben, meldjcS aber ber galt in 9H)obe SiSfonb nidf)t ift. 

Die ©tobt felbft Befielt amar auS 3000 Käufern, fie ftnb 
ober unBebeutcnb, meiftenteilS bon #o!a gebaut unb IjaBen ftait 
ber 8wgeln ©dunbeln auf ben Dädjern. @8 ift nur ein Srunnen 
(ber Xeatoafferbrunnen), toeldjer gutes SBaffer aum trinfen Bat; 
barauS mürben bie ßinrooBner mit bem notigen SBaffer berfeBen, 
ba§ SBaffer ift bafelbft berbadjtet, mirb auf flarren burdj bie 
©tobt gefaBren unb ein ©imer boll mit V/3 geller BeaaBlt. 

Die (Stabt Bat fein SEBor, fonbem ift nur burd) bie Beiben 
ftortS <$eorg unb ©unferSBill unb bie bafelbft runbBerum bor 
STnfer Iiegenben ftriegSfdjiffe gebeeft. 

m. BoJT4° 186. SageSndj bei Dberftlentnant to. Dittflage. 
1779. 

3TuS biefem eBemalS glüdlidjen Sanbe ift allem Vermuten 
naü) ber triebe auf einig entfloBen, ober bod) menigftenS bie 
©Iütffeligfeit, toenn aud) ber äu&cre &rieg aufBören folTte, unb 
ift eS gleicBbiel, ob fie üBerminben ober üBerttmnben merben. Sefct 
ift biefeS ßanb ein ©djaufbiet ber graufamften ©aenen. Da ift 
ein 9fad)Bar toiber ben anbern, bie ftinber gegen iBre 93äter. 2Ser 
in ben #robinaen, mo ber (Eongrefe BefieBtt, anberS benft unb 
fbricBt toie berfelBe, mirb gleidj als ein Sretnb Betradjtet, bem 
genfer übergeben, ober mufe entflieBen, entmeber in unfere 
ßinien ober rücftoärtS au ben ©üben. $ier merben iBnen SeBenS- 
mittel gegeben unb ber größte SCcil mit SBaffen berfeBen; nl§ 
benn feEbige in fleinen Zvu^pen auSgeBen unb fid) Bier unb ba 
in bie tßrobinaen einf(BIei<Ben unb fidj bureB $lünbern, Horben 
unb ©rennen an iBren SJertreibern ra<Ben. Diejenigen, meldje au 
ben Silben iBre SufMt neBmen, madjen mit benfelben gemein. 
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fäaftlirfjc @acf)e unb rieten bie graufamften SJcrttriiftungcn an. 
©ollte eS nun aud) Stiebe toerben unb bic CFnglänber bte Ober- 
^errfefjaft mieber erhalten, fo mirb bod) bie Sttnctracfjt unter bei- 
ben Parteien immer unter ber 2Ifd)e lobern unb nidjt fönnen er- 
ftitft werben, ©ollten bie SRebellen and) fiegen, fo roerbcu fic fid) 
aisbann einer bem anbern bie $älfe bredjen; überhaupt in maS 
für ©Ienb baben fid) biefe ßeute nid)t geftürjt! S3or ber Rebel- 
lion lebten bic Ijiefigen Grinrooljner in ber grö&tcn Sreibcit unb 
Ratten roenig ober gar feine Abgaben; bie Regierung legte tfmen 
feine auf, als blofe auf eingebrachte unb jum ßujuS get)örenbe 
SBaren, unb bod) fo, bafe fie biefelben hier nod) rooljlfeilec fjaben 
fonnten, als bie Snglänber in ©nglanb felbft. S)ie ßanbeSeigen- 
tümer gaben nichts als roaS fie fid) felbft auflegten, unb meldyed 
ju nid)tS als aum gemeinen SBeften, au SBegen, ©ebäuben unb 
Unterhalt if>rer Sibilobrigfeit angemenbet tourbe. SKit einem 
SSorte, fein SBolf in ber SBelt fonnte glücflidjer leben. STbcr in 
roaS für einen Suffcmb ftnb fie jefct berfefct; eS mag aud) aus- 
falfen, roie eS teilt, unb nodj fdjlimmer für fte, toenn fie it)re 
fog. Ofrei^eit erhalten. $aum barf @iner iefct ungeftraft benfen; 
roenn @iner anberS fbrid)t, als ber dongrefo eS t)aben null, fo ift 
er ein Äanbibat beS ©algenS. @ie müffen unermeßliche 2fbgaben 
entrichten, um ßanb- unb ©eemaä)t gu erhalten, unb babei eine 
gro&e ©chulbenlaft auf bem #alfe. Einige ^ribatleute mürben 
oielleicht bei ber 93eränberung profitieren, als ßaufleute, ©anto- 
ütiften unb Stbbofaten. 3Tuct) ftnb eS biefc ßeute, toelche bie Re- 
bellion angeftiftet. ©er $immel, roelcher nichts ohne roeife 2Tb- 
ftchten aulä&t, meifj, bafj ber HTCenfd) hier auf Srbcn feine Doli' 
fommene ©lücffeligfeit ertragen fann unb ihm, feiner berberb 
ten Statur nach, nicht bienlid) ift." 

7. 5. 1780. 

„SBäljrenb ber ^Belagerung (bon dtjarleSton) fam ein in 
bianifdjer Sßrina ober §äubtling eines ©tammeS über ©abannab 
hier an, um bem ©enerat (£linton feine STufmartung au machen, 
©eine ßleibung beftanb in einem §emb, baS bis auf bie tfnic 
ging, unb barüber ein btaueS (Eamtfol, über bie ©eine hatte er 
ein STrt bon ©amafchen, aber feine $ofen. ©eine Barbe mar mie 
Jhibfer unb fein ©eftdjt rot bemalt; in ber Kafe trug er 2 fitberno 
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SRinge, feine Otiten roaren aatfig auSgefdmitten unb biefeS 9luS ae= 
fdmittene bing herunter, unb maren geaiert mit 2 ©erloqueS, mo» 
bon eins ein $egen unb baS anbere eine ^iftole bon «Silber. 93ei 
fid) b<*tte er einen $olmetfd)er, meldjeS ein ©trotte, aud) fbradj er 
felber ein menig englifd). Diejenigen, fo Umgang mit iljm gehabt, 
berftdjern, bafj er ein SJiann bon gutem, natürli(f)en Söerftanbe. 
9fudj seigte er, bafe eS ibm an ©ourage nid)t feble, inbem er bie 
£rend)en au S^ten befugte, ©ein fiogis mar in einem {leinen 
Seite beim Hauptquartier, unb ^atte er fein anber 93ett, als eine 
Söärenfjaut. <£inmal in ber 9lad)t, als er burd) eine ungemöbnlicf) 
heftige Jranonabe unb jfleingemetjrfeuer aufgemerft mürbe, fprang 
er aus bem 3elt unb frug nad) bem ©eneral (Clinton, unb befam 
8ur Hntmort, bafe felbiger in ben £rend)en . . . DiefeS mad)te 
ibn glauben, bafe bie <Siabt geftürmt mürbe, mo er bod) bei fein 
mollte. @r fing beSbalb feinen JrriegSgefang mit einer fo b,oJ)Ien 
Stimme an, bafe alle $unbe aus bem ganaen ßager aufantmen« 
liefen, unb nadjbem er benfelben geenbigt, nabm er ein ®emebr 
unb 5Eafd)e bon ber SSadjt unb lief in bie Xrendjen, mo er ben 
©eneral auffudjte. 

30. 5. 1780. 

Den 30. mar id) nochmals in df>arleStomn unb fanb bie 
Stabt fd)Sner, mie id> geglaubt; ber SReidjtum ber (Sinmobner 
leudjtete allerroärtS berbor unb aud) aus bem ^ublifen-Oebäube. 
93ci bem herumgeben fab id) einen Auftritt, meldjer bie Den- 
fungSart ber biefigen Qrinmobner anaeigt. Da id) in einem auge« 
mad)tcn $ofe eine ungemöbnlidjc SBeroegung borte, fo bemog mid) 
biefeS, burd) einen 9titj a u feben, mo id) gemabr mürbe, bafj 5 ober 
f> SWänner unb eine 8frau um einen SWobren fjerum ftanben, mel« 
d)er auf ben ftnten fafe; biefeS mad)te mid) neugierig, au feben, 
maS eS bebeute, unb ba biefe ©efellfdjaft nid)t meit bon ber SBanb 
abftanb, fo borte id) fte au bem <5d)maraen fagen, bafe er jefet ba- 
für fönte beftraft merben, bafe er bon ibnen au ben (Snglänbern 
gelaufen unb bafo er fte «Rebellen genannt. (St madjte feine Qmt. 
fdbulbigung in menig ©orten, unb fabe id) auS feinen Oeberben, 
ba& er fid) menig $offung mad)te, biefe Herren, meldje er ber. 
mutlid) roobl fannte, tum SKitleib aubemegen. (5t mufeie fid) 
bierauf ben »rüden entblöfeen unb biefe moblgefleibeten Herren 
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banben ib,m bie #änbe mit einem ©trief auf ben Würfen unb Ratten 
nod) mehrere bei ber $anb, roomit fte baS $anbmerf beS ©üttelö 
felbft berrtdjten roollten. 5DiefcS graufamc 5Berfab,ren bon ÜJ?en- 
fcfjen, roeldje fclber nod) ©efangene unb bon uns fo gut befjanbelt, 
ungeachtet fte als Stebellen 311 betrachten, beroog mief), an eine in 
ber SBanb beftnblicrje Xüt t)art anaufd)tagen, roorauf jemanb bon 
liefen Herren fam unb aufmalte, roeldjem icf) baS Unbillige itjreS 
SBerfafjrenS borfyielt unb baau fügte, ben SDZob,ren IoS iu Iaffcn, 
mit ber Sebrofmng, bafe id) fogleid) nad) ber Söacbt gelten unb 
fie fämtlid) arretieren Iaffen roollte. Tiefe ßeute seigten barüber 
eine gro&e SBertounberung, inbem eS ja nur ein ©crjmaraer, roelcfier 
itjr ©flabe geroefen unb ben fte berechtigt mären, bis auf ben 
Zob fcf>ragen 8« bürfen. 2BaS ift bocf> ber aflenfcb, für ein roiber- 
finnige« ©efdjöbf, badete icb, im 2Beggeb,en, juft bie nämlichen, 
welche bon nichts als Freiheit fbredjen unb fchreiben unb aus 
allen Stechten erroeifen, baft alle SWenfchen frei bon 9iatur, finb 
eben bieienigen, roelcfje mit ihren SRebenmcnfdjen am graufamften 
umgehen, unb benjenigen, fo unter ihrer ©emalt, auch nicht ben 
©chatten bon Srreiheit erlauben. 

1778. 

$ier roill icb, etroaS bon ber ©tobt Wfabelbfiia herfefcen: 
3?or ungefähr 90 fahren ift baS erfte #auS barin Qcbaut morben 
unb bie ganse ©egenb nichts als ein milber 28alb geroefen; jefct 
finb fcb,on an bie 5000 fteinerer Käufer barinnen, bie ©trafcen 
finb alle nach ber ©chnur unb breit angelegt, unb an ben ©eiten, 
nächft ben Käufern, mit 39adffteinen gebflaftert, aur Sequemfichfeit 
für bie ftufjgänger. Tie Stacht finb fämtlicfje ©trafeen mit Sater- 
nen erleuchtet. Tie Käufer finb nicht fetjr grofe unb mciftenS nur 
3 ©toefroerf, aber gicriich gebaut, eS hat berfebiebenartige, ob aroar 
nicht grofee unb brächtige .ftirchen, ein recht fchöneS ©tabthauS unb 
berfdjiebene recht toohl angelegte #ofbitäIcr unb ein fchöneS Sucht. 
hauS; ber ©runbrife ber <5tabt ift in lauter «icrerfe abgeteilt, 
aber erft ^alb bebaut, nämlich bie ©eiten am Telaroare. Tie 
Üage ber ^tabt ift bie bortrefflichfte, fo man E>ätte finben fönnen. 
fie liegt 5r0ifdb.cn 2 jehiffbaren STüffen, unb ber ©runb ift eine 
gro&e ebene fläche. 2ttan hat mir berftchert, bafj fein ^afjr Ein- 
gegangen, morin ittdfjt ein baar $unbert neue Käufer angebaut 
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morben; menn nidft biefer ftrieg gefommen, meldjer nidjt allein 
ba£ Anbauen berb,inbert, fonbern aud) ein gutes SCeil Käufer jer« 
hott Ijat, fo mürbe biefelbe halb toöttig ausgebaut morben fein. 
Die (Segenb um bic ©tobt ift mit bielen luftigen unb fronen 
ßanbfyäufern bebaut, ber SBoben ift fetyr gut unb fruchtbar, eine 
fette, mit ©anb bermifdtfe ©rbc, fo mie ber meifte 93oben, meldjen 
itf) t)ier in Sfmerifa angetroffen; btcfeö fjat baS Sfngeneljmc, baft 
CS faft beftänbig trotten unb gute SBege finb. 2Benn e8 aueb, nod) 
fo ftarf geregnet unb nur einen £ag mieber gute3 Setter, fo ift 
rein Drecf mefjr au finben. Die bjefigen Ginmo&ner finb arbeit- 
famer, mie bie übrigen Sßrobinaen, melcfjeS, glaube id), baljer 
fommt, meit ein grofeer Steil Deutfdje unb ©d^meiaer, meldte baS 
Arbeiten geroob,nt finb, bod) fangen fie audj an, fobalb fie ber» 
mögenb merben, bem SJeifbiel ib,rer SRadjbaren ju folgen unb laf- 
fen Slnbere für fid) arbeiten. Gin alter (Sdjmeiaer, meldjer auf 
einem ßanbgute, nidjt meit bon ber <Stabt moljnte, berfidjertc 
mir, baf$ menn bie ßeuie tjier fo mie in ber Sdjmeia arbeiten müß- 
ten, an feine JRebeltton mürbe gebadjt morben fein. Stile 9te- 
Iigionen unb ©eften ber G^riftenfjeit fcaben b,ier tyren ©otteS» 
bienft, morunter bic Cuäfer bie aHermob,Ib,abenbften finb. Dafj 
bie Sitten bjer nid>t bie beften, fann man leidet benfen, erftenS 
bie grofee Sreitjeit, au Ijanbeln unb a" Üben, mie man miH, unb 
bann baaugenommen, bafe bie aus alten ©egenben ber SBelt Ijier« 
b,er geaogenen nidjt bie ©eften, fonbern biel efcer bie ©djlimmften 
mitgebracht. Die Neigung au ßuftbarfeiten, a«m Staat, befon- 
ber« bei ben Sfrauenaimmern, ift gana auSfdjmeifenb. 

m. faff. 160. SageM *>e* «renabicrbataitlon« platte. 
27. 10. 1776. 

ftem ftodjetle. Die ©egenb fdjeint aiemlid) fruchtbar au fein. 
Die $iel)aud)t ift gegenmärtig, ungeachtet fd)on eine gro&e SWenge 
roeggenommen morben, nod) in recht gutem ©tanbe. Die Gin- 
motjner, babon man menig in ifjren 2Bot)nungen antrifft, feheinen 
arte in einem gtücffeligen 3uftanb gelebt au haben. Die Käufer 
finb fchön unb regelmäßig, nicht auf bie Strt, mie unfere Sauern- 
Käufer gebaut. ÜWan traf in atlen berlaffenen Käufern feine 
2JceubeI an, melctje ruiniert maren unb morauS man fdjliefoen 
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fonnte, bafj bic Scmobner über ben ®efd)macf bcr beutfd&en Säu- 
ern erfjaben maren. 

Sie grüebte, meldje mir Ijicr fjerum antrafen, maren 2Betacn, 
$afer, 3nbifd> ober ©elfrf) Korn, Kartoffeln, grac^ö unb £eibe. 
forn, ftogen mar aroar aud) anautreffen, aber menig. Kürbis 
traf man ganae 2fcrfer an. Sie übrigen eurobäifdjen (Sartcng^ 
mädjfc maren frfjon bon unferen Vorgängern geerntet morben, 
man fanb aber bod) nod) Spuren babon, bafc foldje Incr gcmadV 
fen maren. Cbft bon allen ©orten, aufter 3n>etfd)en, traf man 
in grofeer Spenge fjicr an. SefonberS aber fefyr biele ^ßfirfidV 
bäume. Sie milben $olaarten maren berfd)iebene ©orten. 6i« 
dien, SSelfdje 9friffc, Slattuufebaum, Gebern, Slcacia, ber Sulip* 
anenbaum, Sudjen, SScijjbudjen, Grien, SBeibcn unb eine Spenge 
anberer Säume, meldjc mir nirf)t fannten, aud) Kaftanicn fanb 
man in grofjer Wenge Ijier, mobon mir bie reifen Sfrüdjte bcS 
WorgenS im ßager einfammeln tonnten. Sine Wenge ©efträudje 
unb Süfdje maren uns gänalid) unbefannt. Ser £inmob,ner iljrc 
Kenntnis in bcr Sotanif mar feh,r befrfjränft, benn oft fonnten 
fte unö bon ben unS befannten Säumen feine tarnen angeben. 
Sie Sirfe unb ßinbe fanb man nur cinaeln b,ier unb ba. (Sine 
9Crt ^Maulbeerbaum fonb man bjer, meldje ber ßinbe afmlicb, 
in 2lnfefjung beS ©tammeS unb Slättern feljen, aber eine fdjmarae 
Waulbeere trug. SBilbe Kirfdienbäume, bereu Sfrudjt mie eine 
Zraubc mädjft unb fdjmara ift, fo grofe als eine Grbfe, mudifcn 
b,ter in großer Wenge, baS #o!a fott febr gut aum Serarbeiten 
für £if(f)Icr unb bcfonberS gut für Südjfenmodjer a" ©djfiften 
fein." 

4. 1. 1777. 

„Sraunfdjmcig' ift ein offener Ort, inS ßuabrat gebaut, b,at 
eine angenehme Sage unb bicle fdjöne Käufer. Sie Stnaaljl ber 
Käufer beläuft ftd) ungefähr auf 150. 3b>eimaftige unb ein» 
maftige ©djiffe tonnen fjier bis bidjt an iie Sßerfte gelten, menn 
#orf>maffer ift. $ier bei Sraunfdjmeig finb Kupferminen, meldje 
gegenmärtig nidjt bearbeitet merben. ©ie finb baS Eigentum 
einer Ijicr mofjncnben gomilie grend). 



2 Sttto fcrunSlütd in 9?elt> tyrfeH. 
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30. 6. 1777. 

9l&o SfctfeO ift unftreitig eine ber frudjtbarftcn unb ange- 
ne&mften Sßrobinaen in Stmcrifo. 9J£an finbet biete fd)öne unb 
prächtige anmutige Plantagen barauf unb probucirt alles, mos 
ju beS 2ßenfd)en Sßafjrung nötig ift, in Ueberflufj. ©5 Ijat ober 
bei roeiiem biefe ^robina bie jur tjinlänglidjen Bebauung nötigen 
'Hienfdjen nod) nid)t. Sie tonnte roenigftenS nod) biennal fo biete 
SKenfdjen ernähren, als fie rotrflid) bat. 3Ran finbet nod) be* 
trädjtlid) grofee unb unbebaute ©egenben, too man nid)ts als 
Salbungen antrifft unb roo man roeiter feine «spur bon Sultur 
finbet, a(S roeldje bie Wahir berridjtet. $ertb, Stmbob b,at ber- 
fdjiebene fd)öne Käufer. ®ie Sage ber (Statt ift auSnet)menb an- 
genehm, toeil fie an einem allmäfjlig fteigenben *8erge liegt unb 
man einen feb,r f>errlid)en ^rofpect an allen Orten ber Stabt 
r)at. Sie liegt auf einer ©rbjunge, roeldje ein 2lrm be* 9fortb, 
JRiberS unb beS JRariton Sttber madjt. (Segen ÜJeittag fie^t man 
burd) eine grofee 93ai nad) Sanbö $oof ju in bie offenbare See. 
35iS fjierbjn fjat Stmboo nod) roenige Käufer, bie Straften finb 
aber alle regelmäßig angelegt. Sie ift aum £anbel bequem, roetl 
Slauffartei- unb £ranSportfd)iffe fid) biegte an bie SBerfte legen 
tonnen. 

3. 2. 1780. 

Sir gingen f)eut auf 5tnbee ^Slanb. 3 Söon bem bafigen 
^eud)tturm, roeldjer bon Stodfteinen gebaut ift unb in roeldjem 
man 2 IG £reppcntritte au fteigen b,at, ebc man ju beffen oberften 
©rufe fommt, b,at man einen b,errlid)en ^rofpect runbb,erum. 
£in SRann roob,ntc Sterin, um Signals für einlaufenbe Sdjiffe 
ju madjen, unb biefeS mar bie ganae 8naab,l ber Öeroofjner beS 
UilanbeS. £ie SRubcra bon aerftörten Käufern, babon 3 geroefen 
unb bon ben Öranaofen legten $crbft ruiniert roorben maren, traf 
man nod) an. 2>aS ganae Cftlanb mar roilb unb ungebaut an 
allen Orten bon Sala-ßreefS, fo au* ber See fommen, burd). 
fdjnitten. SBeil es nun fefyr eben unb gana gleid) mar, traten 
biefe <£reefs bei fyoljer Slut auf baS ßanb auS unb madjten ben 
ganaen 9Jobcn a« Salalanb. GS roud)S alfo lauter SatagraS 



»Iijbce ^Slanb, «in« C5nfel an bec Siüfte oon ©eorgta, am HuSflufe 
bei 3oöannal)f luifcu gelegen. 
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barauf. sterbe unb ©d)Jueine maren nod) auf biefem ©tlanb, 
aber \d)v milb, jebod) roobl nic^t bon Statur, fonbern bon ben 
biclcn SRadjftellungen, meldje fie erlitten. SRagoonS Ratten bie 
Säger berfdjiebeue gcfdjoffen. 93on SWigatorS ober Srocobilen 
traf man an ben GreefS biete ©puren an. 3n ©abannab-Sliber 
foH es bcfonberS fefyr biele Grocobile geben. SBir trafen fefjr 
biele Stuben tjicr an, meldje etroaS gröfeer als eine Turteltaube 
maren. Giti Slrt 33aumfped)te mar beinahe fo grofe als ein mit- 
telmäßiges $ubn, bon gana fdjmaraer Sfarbe mit einer #olle in 
ber Stnfe.« $n bem ©djmana r)arte biefer Bogel fefcr ftarfc 
Sebern, meldje an ben äufeerften Gnben fo fpifc als eine SRabel 
maren, menn er einen 93aum hinauf lief, fafete er jebeS mal mit 
biefen ©pifcen in ben 93aum. SJiele fog. Jötrginifdje Sftadjrigatlen 
ober 9teiS« ober Garolina-3?ögcl trafen mir auf biefem Gilanb an. 
(Jine 2lrt 9taubbögel meldje bie bollfommene ©röfee unb ©eftalt 
bon einen melfdjen $ubn baben, finb gang jdjmara, trifft mar 
liier in grofeer SWenge an. ©ie merben £urteo SBuffarS genannt. 
(£S fteJ)t biet in griebenSaeiten eine ©träfe barauf, mer einen 
fdjiefjt, meil foldje bie (ödjlangen unb fonftigeS Ungeaicfer treffen. 
Siele milbe ßorbeerbäume, meld)e 5rüd>te trugen, fobann ben 
Xurpentinbaum traf man in grofeer SKenge an. $er ßoblbaum 
((Sabbage £ree) ftanb an allen Orten. (£me grofee Spenge ber- 
felben tourbc bon ben ©olbaten niebergefyauen unb ber Sern her- 
aus genommen unb gegefjcn. tiefer Saum mädrft in ber 2form 
eines SßeibenbaumeS, meldjem bie Slefte abgeftufct finb, jebod) ift 
ber ©djaft beS SaumeS etmaS länger. Oben, mo ber SBeiben- 
bäum ben Sopf bat, ift ber ßabbagc £ree ebenfalls fo geftaltet. 
SluS biefem Saume ober bem Sopf madjfen feljr lange Slatter, 
mie breites ©djilf im £eid), beraaS. SBeiter aeugt bcrfelbe fein? 
tiefte. oem Sopf fifct ber Sern, roeldjer mit ber ©irfc beS 
SaumeS in Proportion ftebt. 3n mannen babe td) einen flern, 
beinabe fo birf als baS birfe Sein eines SWenfdien, gefeben. 5" 
ber ©pifce ift ber Sern meiner unb mirb nad) ber SBurael au all 
mäblid) härter unb unefebarer. 2ßan fann fold)en rob unb ge- 
fönt effen. ©efodjt fommt folrfjer beinahe bem ©efdjmad eines 
ßrbapfelS gleid). 9io& fdjmeft foldber mie ein toclfd>cr «Rufe-flern. 
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3nrifd)en ben Skalen ober SRinben f)at ber Saum rote ftramme 
§aarc. 3m 5eucr brennt foldjer nid)t, ober muß roenigftenS fefjr 
lange liegen. Seil baS $0(3 meid) ift, folt eine ftanonenfugel 
nierjt burd) geljen, fonbern baä §ola nur nachgeben. Ob biejed 
gegrünbet, roeiß id) nidjt. SBir fanben Ijier eine große ÜUienge 
abgelmuener ÜJäume, meiere bie S^ouaofen legten ^erbft gefällt 
batten, um foldje nad) Saüannaf) aur (Srriajtung fcölaerner JRe- 
bouten au gebrauten. SSir Rotten folaje naa^er angeftedt, fie 
roaren aber Dom geuer gar nidjt befdjäbigt morben. ©inen 
Stauben, mcldjcr nidjt Ijöfjer als eine flWanneSlängc unb barunter 
mudjS unb ebenfo Blätter fjatte, mie ber Sloljlbaum mit bem Un- 
terfdjieb, baß foldje nid)t fo laug unb am äußerften Gnbe fo fpifc 
roie eine iftabel maren, trafen mir fjicr in groger üflenge an. 
(ir fdjoß an einem Stengel in bie $öfje. hieran fanb man eine 
Xraube, meldjc Srüdjte Ijatte, bie fo grojj mie eine mittelmäßige 
QJurfe maren. Ungefähr 8 big 10 foldje Örüdjte fingen an einem 
Stengel, ^nroenbig fafjen foldje bunfel-biolet aus unb fdjmcdten 
füßlidj. Unfer 3djiffscaj>itan oerftdjerte midj, baß es bie Ofrudjt 
märe, meiere Goof in ieincr Jfteifebefd^reibung SBilbplaniain 
nennt, trine 2Nenge anbere Stauben unb oerfdjicbene 93äume 
fannten mir nidjt unb tonnten aud) bie tarnen ni$t lernen, meil 
öas Gilanb unberoofjnt mar. Saft an allen Räumen »mmjS ein 
ellenlanges, fjerunterfjangenbeS SWooS in fe&r großer 3flengi\ 
meldjcS inroenbig fdjroarae $aare fjatte, roeldje fo lang als bas 
Iiioos felbft maren. ^ferbe, 9iinb- unb Sdjafbiefj fraß biefes 
|ei)r gern unb meit lieber als baS clenbe SalagraS. 3)iefeS 9JlooS 
10: rb troden gemacht unb alSbann bie §aare barauS abgefonbert 
unb gefotten unb bienen au eben bem Qtebraudj als gefottenc 
v J>ferbbaare. SBaffer, nämlidj füßeS, mar auf bem ganaen Silanb 
nidjt anautreffen, außer bei bem Seudjtljaufe mar eine elenbe 
Cuelle, meldje nidjt mcljr tjerborbradjte, als ber barin rooljnenbe 
2ttann nötig Ijatte." 
25. 2. 1780. 

„SofcnS 3Slanb ift eine fajöne gana ebene 3nfel, Ijat fcljr 
fdjöne Plantagen, roeldje SReiS, ^nbigo unb eine Hrt ©aumroolle, 
roeldje auf einer Staube roädjft, brobucirt. Sfud) mirb £obaf ba- 
f'lbft geaogen. eine große SRenge oon 2urbenrin.33äumcn, roeldje 
ben größten Seil ber SBälber auSmadjcn, trifft man barauf an. 
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D\e (Strafen ftrtl> faft immermährenb anhaltenbe Sfllcen, roelcfic 
biefe £urpentin-©äume Don grofter Sänge formieren, ©er @rurti> 
ift fanbig." 

(©egenb bon GharleSton.) „S)ie Änaat)! ber Sfranfen war 
leiblich in Anbetracht ber fchlechten SebenSart in einem unge- 
funben Älima, roo bie Senfe beftänbig unter freiem Gimmel liegen 
mußten. Ungeachtet am SEage bie $ifee fetjr penetrant mar, fo 
berroanbelte fief) folche, fobalb bie Sonne unterging, in einen fal« 
ten unb empfinblicben Iftebel, rootoon alles feucht unb naft mürbe, 
mclctjer mit einbrechen ber Sftacht immer fälter unb jumeilen fo 
fet)r aunafjm, baft beS SNorgenS früh @i8 gefroren, ©ad ßanb 
an unb für fich ift doII 2Rorafte unb Sümpfe. 2)a8 SBaffer mar 
teils fehlest unb in ben nicht gar tiefen ©rannen ben Stag über 
gana milchmarm unb noch heifter. %n ben tieferen 3ugbrunnen 
ift folctjeS fälter, jeboeb menn e« nur eine furae Seit in einem 
©efäfte aufbemahrt mirb, babmarm. $)a8 ©emüfe unb ©artenge- 
mächfe finb erftaunenb rar. @8 märe alfo fein SBunber gemefen, 
menn mir mehr ßranfe gehabt hätten als mir roirflich hotten. 
©barleStoron hat ungefähr 4 bis 6 englifche SReilen im UmfreiS. 
$)ie Stnaat)I ber Käufer fonnte id) nicht genau erfahren, inbem 
Ickten $erbft unb auch bieS Snibjahr Diele abgebrannt maren. 
9Kan trifft fdjone unb auch recht prächtige barinnen, mie auch auf 
bem ßanbe an. 35ie Straften finb aiemlich regulär barinnen an- 
gelegt. 9ca<h Proportion beS UmfreifeS fönnte GharleStomn 
mirflich mehr Käufer hoben. Allein eS liegen nicht nur biele 
©ärten barinnen, fonbern nach bem ßanbe au finb noch fet)r biele 
meitläufige unbebaute ^läfee, unb aufterbem finb auch bie Käufer 
mehrenteilS fomeit auScinanber gebaut, baft bie ßuft bon arien 
Seiten in bie Strafen mehen fann. SBegen SWangel ber Steine finb 
aum groften 5Bcrbruft ber (Sehenben bie Straften nicht gepflaftcrt, 
fonbern an ben Seiten ber Käufer finb nur fchmale Öuftfteige, 
unb baS nicht einmal burchgängig, für bie ©ehenben angelegt. 
$>n ber SWitte ber Straften ift ein fiefiger Sanbgrunb, melcher 
burch bie ftarfen SBinbe in bie ßuft getrieben mirb unb ben Stugen 
grofte ^ncommobitäten toerurfacht. liefern Uebel finb bie SWenfchen 
fogar in ben Simmern ber Käufer auSgefefct, meil fic gemohnlich 
megen ber groften $ifee beftänbig bie SenftcrS offen holten muffen. 
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Sic ©tobt ift runb herum befeftigt. <Die Seftungömerfe ftnb alle 
mit ßohlbäumen angelegt. SWan trifft faft bon allen Stationen 
Europas in (SharleStonm an. 3)a3 iSraelitifäje ©efchlectjt ber 
Deutzen hat ftch aiemlicb, ftarf hier bermehrt. $ie ©eutfdjen 
ftnb übertäubt fner in grofeer 2tnaaf)l wohnhaft, unb biefe fpre« 
djen ihre 2ftutterfprache reiner, ali ich folcfcje in Stmerifa noch ge* 
hört. 2)er $anbel in £b,arleStoton foll beträchtlich in Slnfehung 
ber aufgeführt roerbenben ^ßrobuete fein, ©egenmärtig fanb 
man wenig ©puren babon, meil bie mehrften unb angefehenften 
Xieute geflüchtet unb noch «i<ht retournieret waren. 3)ie <£in« 
toohner beftehen auS SBei&en unb ©chtoaraen. ^eboch ift bie Sin. 
aahl ber Öefrteren weit beträchtlicher als ber ©rfteren. SDte 
(frftern höben mehrenteilS ein gelb blaffeS Stnfefjen. 5Da3 mann« 
liehe ©efchlecht, befonberS auf ben ßanbe, ift fchmal unb siemtich 
lang, unb im ©anjen genommen, gröfeer als bie Europäer. 93 on 
Schönheit be£ leiblichen ©efdjlechtS fann ich nichts rühmen, benn 
fte ftnb abermahl blafjgelb, unb nur wenige bon frifcher GSom- 
plerion habe ich angetroffen, ^eboch waren bie mehrften eben* 
Wohl in baS ßanb geflüchtet. 93eibe ©efdjlechter ftnb träge unb 
jum Arbeiten nicht aufgelegt. 2)iefeS roirb bem ättjiopifchen ©e- 
fchlecht überlaffen. ©ie 2Bei&en habe ich aufeer bem §anbel nicf)t§ 
berrichten fehen. 2üle3 gefchieht burch SRegroeS, welche man in 
grofeer Änaahl in allen Käufern unb in bielen aum Ueberbrufe 
antrifft, diejenigen, melche in ber ©tabt unb auf bem ßanbe 
ihre $errfcb,aft bebienen, werben gut gehalten. £a& ßooS ber 
t5elb*9cegroeg auf ben Plantagen aber ift befto härter unb gegen 
alle Sftenfccjlichfeit. ©rftere wohnen entweber mit bem $errn in 
einem $aud ober ein SRebcnhauS bient au ihrer SBohnung. 2>ie 
Xiefeteren, melche ben Steter bauen, ftnb oft fcbjimmerer 93ef)anb- 
lung als ber Ochfe in Europa auöfefct. ©ie gehen naefenb unb 
tonnen faum ihre ©cham mit einem alten Sumpen bebeefen. 
(Henbe Sutten bon übereinanber gelegten ©alfen, morinnen Weber 
Äamin noch 3euert)erb ift, machen ihre SBohnung au3. 3h* gan- 
jer $au8rar befteht in einem gro&en «fernen Stopf unb etlichen 
ausgehöhlten, troefen gemachten ftürbiffen, unb auweilen f)dbe ich 
auch ntahl einen ßimer barin angetroffen. 8 U feinem Unterhalt 
befommt täglich ein SRegroe ein Quart (beinahe fobiel als in Ref- 
fen % 3RaaS) SBelfchfom ober tteis. 2>iefeS SBelfchforn fchrotet 

273 



Digitized by Google 



S)eutfdj*fcmeri!antfd)e®efdjidM8bIätter 

berfelbe auf einer aufeen an ber $ütte feftgemad)ten $anbmüb,le. 
3)er eiferne $ott fteb,t in ber Sftitte ber ^ütie am Seu«, unb 
hierin mirb ba£ gefdjrotene Äorn ober 9teiS gefotten. ©obalb c£ 
nur gequollen, mirb e$ heraus genommen unb gefotten. ®ar 
barf e£ nidjt merben, roett es fonft au feinem Unterhalt nid)t bin- 
länglich, ift. $ad Säger biefer elenben @efd)öpfe ift in ber 
blofeen 9lfdje um baä (Jeuer Ijerum. ©iefeS finb bie ganaen 
SJerpflegungSmittel, bie au&er bem SBaffer i&nen gereift merben. 
Sie fdjeinen aud) wenig Vernunft meljr ala bad S3ieb, a" baten. 
23ei mancher Plantage trifft man biefer armen menfctjlidjen 
©reahtren 4 biä 500 unb mefjr an, benn bie 2lnaaf)l berfelben 
fter>t mit ber (Sröfje ber Sßlantage in einem 93erf)ältni§. Sftacft 
unb blofe muffen biefe in ber größten $ifee bie Selber bauen. Die 
(Strafen finb barbarifd) unb laufen ber 9Wenfd)lid)feit entgegen, 
lieber geroöbnlicge, Heine Sfeb/ler merben fie mit 2 §änben in bie 
{$öb,e gebunben unb gana entfefclicb, auf ben blofeen SRücfen ge» 
peitfdjt. Kad) Proportion beS 93erbred)en£ mirb aud) roofjl ein 
etferner Kogel an bie Peitfdje gebunben. härtere 9Jerbred)en 
merben aber mit äufjerfter (Sraufamfeit beftraft. <So ift mir er« 
aäf)lt, ba& aumeilen einer erft tüchtig auf obige ärt gepeitfdjt unb 
tfjm Ijernad) ber SHicfen aufgefdjnitten unb bie SBunbe mit Pfeffer 
unb ©ala beftreut mirb. Sumeilen mirb ein fold)C*3 Opfer bec 
menfdjlidjen öraufamfeii mit $änben unb ©einen feft an einen 
Jüaum gebunben unb mufj fid) bon ben SKuSquittoS (finb, toaa 
man in 2)eutfd)lanb ©djnafen nennt), beinahe au SCot ftedjen laf- 
fen, morüber aud) mancher ben @eift aufgibt. ©djlägt ber $err 
einen 9iegroe-@tTaben tot, fo mirb barüber roenig Sluffetjen ge* 
mad)t. SBenn ein *ftegroe einen SBeifeen fdjlägt ober bie $anb nur 
gegen iljn aufgebt, fo ift e£ gar feine grage: er mu {j fterben. 
ÜDiefed ift an>ar fo roie ein jeber £otfd)lag eine* Worten gegen 
bie ©efefee, aber man fcat feiten ein ©eifpiel, ba& ein bergleidjen 
Uebertreter beftraft morben märe, ©emifferma&en aber b,ot 
bie Kotmenbigfeit berurfadjt, ba& nid)t nur biefe KegroeS in 21 n- 
fefjung i&reS Ee&engunter&altS als aud) ber ©trafen, bie an if)nen 
oollaogen merben, fe$r &art gehalten merben müffen. $5ie Slnaabl 
ber SBeifeen überfteigt bie Slnaobl ber ©djroaraen bei meitem nid)t ; 
burd) Strenge mufj alfo beftänbig eine Öurdjt bor ben SBeifeen 
unter if)nen erhalten merben. 2lu&erbem finb fie aud) fjalSftar» 
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rtger ibie baS unbänbige Siel). I^före 9tad)gier bat feine ©renken, 
©eiböbnlidj fbredjcn fie unter fid) bie ©uineifdje ©bradje, unb 
bie mebrften Selb-SRegroeS berftcben bie englifdje ©bradje nidjt. 
(fin fold)er SRegroe foll feinem $errn burd) ben Snbigobau jä^r* 
ltd) 500 Störes berbiencn fonnen, nrie mir eraäblt roorben ift. 
Slu&er bem ^nbigo probucirt baS ßanb SReiS unb eine 9lrt Saum- 
toolle, meiere auf einer Staube ibädrft. $iefe ©taube mufe alle 
Saljre bon neuem gebflanat roerben. $ie Saumroolle ift aber 
nid)t fo out, als bie, toeldje auf bem Saum roädjft. 3nbian«ßorn 
ober SBelfdjfom ttrirb in großer SRenge bier gesogen. (Sine 2(rt 
fleine Chrbfen unb graue Sobnen, meldje lefctern im ©efdjmacf ben 
ßinfen gleid)fommen, toad)fen febr tjäufig Ijier unb bienen 2Jlen* 
fdjen anb Sieb jur Sßabrung. Stobaf nrirb aud) Ijier gebogen, aber 
nidjt in beträdjtlidjer SWcnge. Slufterbem brobuetrt biefe tßrotoinj 
faft alle ©ariengemädjfe, toeldje aber benen in ben nörblidjen 
^robinaen an ©üte unb ©röfee nidjt beifommen. Siele bon leg- 
ieren bat man jäfjrlid) atoeimal. ®ie Obft tragenben Saume 
finb $firfid)C SKaulbeer- unb Ofeigenbäume. SBclfdje pfiffe bon 
berfd»iebener Strt unb Äaftanien babe id) bier angetroffen, aud) an 
berfdjiebenen ©rten SBeinftötfe. ßefctere fommen im %ul\ jur 
Keife. $ie SWaulbeeren, foroot)I frirtbarje als meifee, fonnten mir 
fd)on anfangs SWai effen. Stnbere Dbftbäume traf id) jroar aud) 
in berfdjiebenen ©arten an. Slllein biefe batten feine Ärt, toaren 
feljr flein, unb auf feinem feine 5rud)t. 3(ebod) foll hwiter im 
ßanbe aud) Dbft gebogen Iberben. ^ommeransen* unb ©rana« 
benbäume toaren in allen ©arten anzutreffen. 37?a*n fanb ganjc 
tflTecn bon SBadjSbäumen angelegt. Stufeerbem traf man biele 
unb mannigfaltige Slrten Säume unb ©efträudje an, toobon oft bie 
<£inroobner felbft feinen Kamen anjugeben hmfeten. SMe bor. 
nebmften babon finb bie SCurbentinbäume, bie immer grünenbe 
Siebe. $er Sab £ree, biefer trägt eine Slüie fo grofe als an>ei 
in ber 9hmbung aufammengelegte 2RanneSf>änbe. Die Stume 
ift obal unb fo toeife als eine ßilie. ©ie bot einen fetjr ftarfen 
unb angenehmen ©erud), unb fommt beinabe ben SWaiblumen 
qleidj. $aS $ola unb Slätter ftefct »ie ein ßorbeerbaum aus. 
*>iefeS ift ein fe&r $o$er Saum. SBenn eS gefd)niiten toirb, fo 
fiebt eS bem SDfa&oganttöoIa (!) ö^nlid) unb untertreibet fid) bon 
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oiefem Mofe burd) feine ßeidjtigfeit. Sie rote unb toetfee (Seber 
taädjft fjäufig an allen Orten; be$gleid)en rote unb mcifoe ©idjen, 
aud) Sinben. Sie (S^inaftaube traf man in ben SBälbem in 
grofjen ^Quantitäten, ©ie toädjft gcmöljnlid) roie eine Jffieinrebe 
an anbem Räumen feljr ijod) in bie $öf)e, unb bie SBurael fiebj 
beinahe einem Kartoffel* ober (Jrbabfelftotf unter ber ©rbe gleid). 
^ebod) ift biefe ßfyina sum ©ebraud) in ber SWebijin beimeitem 
nidjt fo gut, ald bie näfyer nad) bem Äquator ju mäd)ft, unb roirb 
aud) beÄljalb menig gebraucht. ©affafraS mäd)it eben fo häufig 
i^tcr, mie in ben nörblidjen Sßrobinaen. SJon einer Üßenge anbe- 
rer ©äume unb ©efträudjer fonnte id) bie tarnen nid)t lernen. 
Ulan fanb fet)r fd)ön angelegte ©arten in biefer ^romnj, ©eldjeS 
unÄ um fo metjr auffiel, ©eil eS in Slmerifa ©a$ unge©öf)nlid)e4 
ift. Mn sterben, SRinbbief), ©djafen, ©d)©einen unb geberbiei) 
Ijaben biefe füblidjen ^robinaen einen grofcen Ueberflufo. Sie 
(Eigentümer ber Plantagen roiffen felbft nidjt anzugeben, mie reid) 
fte an bergleidjen finb, weil baS Biel) aum Zeil ©ilb ift unb fid) 
in ber äöilbni* nä&rt. SBenn baS Söic^ fie^t einen Söeifeen fid) 
tym in ber Öerne nähern, fo getjt es ifjm fo, mie in anbem San» 
bem ba£ ©ilb, aufi bem SBege unb fud)t ben SBalb. Sa&in- 
gegen finb fie bor ben ftegroeä nidjt fo fd)eu. SDiefc fönnen fid) 
tljnen nähern unb folaje aud) greifen. Sag SBilbpret trifft man 
(>ier aud) milb unb in $arfö an. gebermilbpret trifft man fefcr 
häufig an. ©d)nebfen f)übe id) fjicr bon bieten ©orten, grofe unb 
flein angetroffen, ©ine 2lrt, bie fie Qtaloond nennen, ift größer 
ald ein aaf»mer $af)n. Ser ©djnabel ift beinahe einen bollfom* 
mcnen ©d)ul) lang, ©ie finb aber feljr böfe ju fdjiefcen, meil fie in 
grofeen ©d)©ärmen beieinanber fid) mefyrentcilö auf ben ©als* 
©iefen aufhalten, mo man fid) nid)t leid)t berbergen fann, unb 
ein £eil berfelben beftänbig SBad)t ^ält unb burd) ein pfeifen bie 
Slnfunft beS Säger« in ber Serne anbeutet, worauf fid) fogleid) 
ber ganje ©d)©arm tut 2rlud)t anfdjictt unb in bie ßuft fteigt. 
%IU Bogel, bie im $erbft bie nörblidjen ^robinaen berlaffen, 
trafen mir fjier in aufeerorbentlid) grofeen glug« an. SBefonberS 
mar bie Sftcnge ber ©ilben JEauben, fo bon Horben im Sinter 
fid) fcierljer retiriren, feljr grofe. SJci ben ©d)eunen auf ben $lan« 
iagen unb in ben IRetÄfelbern fonnte man foldje in grofeer Sin- 
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30hl erlegen. Ueberljaubt mufj ich bemerfen, bafe bie $robina on 
allem, roaS jum menfchlichen SebenSunterhalt gehört, einen großen 
Uebcrflufe b,at. Snatoifchen ift fold^e bei nettem fo bolfreich noch 
nidjt, als fie toircflit^ fein tonnte. Siele $änbe mürben nicht nur 
Arbeit genug, fonbern auch einen reichlichen unb überflüffigen 
SebenSunterhalt noch finben tonnen hierfelbft, bie ftd) hier nieber- 
laffen toollten. £>aS ungefunbe unb unangenehme Älima aber 
mag fehr bicl boju beitragen, ba& nicht fo biele SBeifee hier »ob,- 
nen, als mirflid) bafelbft 8" tnofjnen $fofc hätten. Ungeachtet bie 
Käufer alte bem mannen Älima gemafe unb fefjr gcfunb gebaut 
finb, fo mufe bod) ieber SBeifee alle %df)i ermarten, bafe er bom 
Sieber heimgefudjt mirb; berjenige ift glütflid), melcher etliche 
5ahre babon berfdmnt bleibt. Äeiner ber gelehrten Safultäten 
ift Carolina günftiger als bie mebiainifche. ©ohne beS SCeSculab 
finbet man in allen ©trafeen ber ©tobt motjnhaft. 2lu8 ber Sin- 
aarjl ber bielen SSitmen mache id) ben ©djlufe, bafe baS ftlima 
ber männlichen CEonftitution nachteiliger aU ber toeiblichen fein 
mufe. SBenigftenS unierftüfcte mich in meiner Meinung ein in 
(fharteStoron mohnhafter SWebijiner, gebürtig aus Söerlin. ©o 
ungefunb eS aber ift, fo höbe ich bod) berfdjiebene fehr alte Öeute 
unb unter anbem auf 3£ob,nS $(Slanb einen üftann bon 105 ^ah« 
ren angetroffen, melcher unter ber Regierung ber Königin %xma 
bereits als 2Ratrofe gebient. 93or Älter fonnte er aber nicht mehr 
gehen, unb man mufete fehr genau achtgeben menn man ihn ber* 
ftchen molltc. S)er ganae ©art maS ihm länger als ein ©rena- 
bierbart um ben SKunb herum aufatnmen gemachten, bafe man 
folchen nicht au fehen befam, als menn er foldjen jum ©brechen 
öffnete, ©übcarotina mie auch Sfcorbcaroltna finb bie reidrften 
^robinaen in Änfehung ber ausgeführt merbenben ^robufte unb 
beren Cfintoohner bie reichften unter ben englifdjen Kolonien, 
melcheS man an ihren fchönen unb btächtigen äßeubleS unb Sur- 
niture beutlich abnehmen fonnte. Wlan tarn feiten in ein $au$. 
roo nicht faft alle 2fteubleS bon 3Rahogani*$ola unb fehr biel ©il- 
bergefd)irr anautreffen mar; bie &inroohner halten fehr auf bie 
Erobertet ber Käufer, eine Slnjahl SRegroeS maren beftänbig 
mit SBnfdien barin befd)äftigt, roelcheä aud) fehr bieleS $ux ftüh* 
lung mit beiträgt. $en Sage über unb befonberS bon beS SWor- 
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genS 9 lUjr bis 3 Wacf)mittaß3 ift bie $ifce au&erorbentlid) ^)cn^ 
tränt. £ie ©inmobner Pflegen meljrenteilS ujre ©efdjäfte fo ein- 
aurid)ten, bafe fie fid) biefe Seit binburd) ein&eimifd) galten fön- 
nen." 

SR*. Jjaff. 4° Sagetotdj be* Regiment« b. $«b»e. 
TOoi 1777. 

Wbobe $Slanb. „fciefe 3nfel bat im Umfang 16 Steilen unb 
im $urd)fd)nttt 3 teilen, ber Umgang ber einroo^ncr ift frei, 
aber angenebm. @ie bulben bier alle Religionen unb Iaffen aud) 
3U, bafe fie tyren ©otteSbienft öffentlid) feiern bürfen. 9hir bloft 
in ber ©tabt SfaWbort finb 6 &ird)en, als 1 englifebe, 2 ^jreÄbd- 
terianifdje, 1 anabaj)tiftifd)e, 1 Ouäfer, 1 §erml)uter unb 1 
benfnnagoge, unb bat ungefähr 1300 $äufer. 33erfd)iebene ba« 
bon ftanben lebig, Woraus bie (Eigentümer bor unferer Änfunft 
geflüchtet Waren, ©ei ©aftmablen ift bei ifjnen böllig bie eng« 
Iifdje Sfrt eingeführt. Stile ©eridjte erfd)einen auf einmal, man 
ifct unb trinft fobtel unb mobon man ßuft $at. S3on Kotigen 
wiffen fie nichts, man mufo fogar forbern. ©ubben Werben wenig 
gegeffen, bagegen finben fid) 4 ober 5 (Sorten ©emüfe bor, abge« 
fottene Kartoffeln Werben ju jebem ©erid)tc gegeffen. $a§ ©e- 
tränfe beftebt in $unfd), (Eiber, ©trong- unb $ort-33ier, ©rog 
(weldjcS Rum mit SBaffer bermifd)t ift), Sßabeira, $ort, Glarct. 
©tjerro, ßiSbon unb fcoat-SBein, ferner fcotttt, ift Rum, SBaffcr. 
Surfer unb SWuSfatnufe bermifd)t, (Sangarie ift ©ein, SSaffer unb 
3uo!er, ©ollibol auS SWabeira SBein, 8"rfer unb 2Rild), alle biefe 
©etränfe finb febr feurig, bod) bat man fid), oljne fd)äMid)e 8foI- 
gen, baran gewöhnt, SBabrenb ber üßablaeit wirb wenig ge- 
trauten. <£S ift gewobnlid), bafe 2 unb 2 jufammen trinfen. 
(£iner forbert ben ober bie anbern auf, ein ©Ia§ 9Bein mit tl)m 
gu trinfen, Wollte man eS abplagen, Würbe eS eine SBeleibigung 
fein. 9lad) ber SKabljeit, wenn alles, fogar baS Xifdjtud), bon ber 
SCafel abgenommen ift, Werben allerlei SBeine aufgefegt, unb bann 
Wirb angefangen 'Toasts' au trinfen, melcbeS beim $errn bc« 
Kaufes anfängt unb linfS bergeftalt I>erum gefjt, bafe ein jeber 
feinem SlaQbarn bie SSouteiUeS aufhiebt, um fid) nad) ©efallcn 
einen SBein gu erwählen. 5)ie 'Toasts* geben redjt« &erum. Die 
Ouäfer, babon eS &ier fe&r biele gibt, finb leidjtlid) bon ben üb. 
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rigen Ginwobnern gu erfennen unb 31t unterfd)eiben, nid)t nur 
wegen ibrcr gana fimplen RIeibung unb beS tragcnben runben 
§utS, fonbern aud) weil fie nichts bon Somplimenten Wiffen. <3ie 
lieben fo Wenig bie 2J?ufif als baS Stanaen, unb überhaupt in @e« 
feüfaiaft finb fie fct)r ftill unb fpred)en wenig. SBenn fic OotteS« 
bienft galten, barf ein icber, ber ßuft l)at, ober, wie fie eS nennen, 
ben ber ®eift öotteS bewegt, prebigen, eS mag eine SWannS- ober 
SrauenSperfon fein. flein Sud) wirb mitgenommen, weSbalb fie 
aud) gar nid)t fingen, unb bor fid) gana ftille weg fifcen." 

29. 1. 1778. 

Den 29. wobnte (id)) einer ßuäfer«(£opuIaiion mit bei, 
mcldje auf folgenbe 21rt o&ne 8«ouonien gefd)ab: 9?ad}bem man 
über eine ganje ©tunbe bor fid) ftille gefeffen unb bon einer alten 
3rau eine elenbe furae $rebigt angebört batte, ftanb öraut unb 
Bräutigam auf, gaben fid) ibre redjten $anbe, Wobei biefer fol- 
genbe SBorte rebete: 

„Diefe 9c. 9t. ift bieienige $erfon, weldje id) 
hiermit öffentlich für meine aufünftige grau erflare, 
unb mit ber id) mit ©otieS $ilfe bis an mein <£nbe ge- 
treu unb aufrieben (eben werbe." 

$iefe Sorte fprad) aud) bie Söraut. hierauf festen fie fid) wie- 
ber nieber unb ein fd)on bejahrter STOann, weldjer Wo!)l, wie bei 
uns einen ftird)en'@enior borftellen mod)te, ftanb auf unb fagte, 
ba fo wenig bei ber bor&ergeb,enben bretmaligen ^roclamation 
als ber jetzigen 6ffentlid)en Sufafle beiber Verlobten feine Cm- 
fpradje gefdjeben märe, fo märe nunmehr biefe 6be nad) tbren 
C^efc^en gültig unb unaerrrennlid), roeSfyalb er geboten fyaben 
wolle, bafe eS au mehrerer 93erfid)erung bon ber gegenwärtigen 
SJerfammlung als ein SeuflniS mit unterfd)reiben werben mod)te. 
Sfnforberft unterfd)reiben fid) ber Söraut unb beS ^Bräutigams Al- 
tern unb beren Sfnberwanbten, fobann biejentgen, bie baau ßuft 
batten. 3<b (StegimentSauartiermeifter Äleinfdjmibt) fefcie meinen 
tarnen mit einigen OffaierS aud) barunter, unb fomit war biefer 
ÄctuS Dorbei." 
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^rotocoll her SlmtöljanMnnßen, bie her Sfelbbtebiger ©. (£. (Softer 
bei ben betben löblidjcn fficgtmeniew bon $0009 
«nb bon fioftberfl unb onberen bcrrtdjtet. 

Angefangen am 14. ÜRärj 1776. 

ÜBorbcmerfung. 

2)aS nadtftcbenbe tßrotofott beS ÖelbbrebigerS (Softer, ba§ ba§ 
3ab>bud) ebenfalls bcr ®üte beS §errn SoHbireftorS SBoringer 
in Äaffel berbanft, ift in mebr als einer §inftd)t bon fultur- 
gefd)id)tlid)em 2Bert. SBie eS uns eine lange Weitje bon Kamen 
befftfdjer ©olbaien unb ibrer grauen überliefert, bon benen ge- 
roife manage fid) fbäter in 2fmerifa nieberlicfcen, fo gibt eS 8"öted) 
einen tiefen Crinblid in bie religiöfen unb ftttlidien SJerbältmffe 
unter ben britifdjen $ilf§tri4>ben. 3)ie blofee Xatfad)e, bafe bie 
meiften Regimenter Selb&rebigcr bei fidj Ratten, bie ibreS SlmteS 
toobl nidjt roenigcr gettnffenfjaft matteten als bcr Pfarrer ©öfter, 
bejeugt nid)t nur, bafe bie ©olbaten feineSroegS aufammcngcfauf» 
♦e§ ©eftnbel roaren, fonbem aud) roeldje SWacbt bie Religion im 
18. Sabrbunbert im beutfcfjen SJoITSleben bebeuiete. 

9tad) ben bielen Staufen unb Trauungen in fd)liefoen, bie 
Pfarrer ©öfter aflein bei ben aroei Regimentern bolljog, benen er 
zugeteilt mar, mufc bie 3 Q bl bcr SBeibcr, bie itjrc SWänner übcrS 
SReer begleiteten unb bie ©trabten beS gdbaugS, mie fpäter ba§ 
eienb ber ©efangenfebaft mitmadjten, eine betradjtlidie gemefen 
fein. Kur ungern ftellt man fid) freilid) baS ©d)itffal ber armen 
©olbatenfinber unter biefen Umftänben bor, unb man berftebt ben 
CluSruf ©öfters: „2llfo mieber ein baar elenbe ßinber unb 2Räb- 
d)en mebr in ber SBelt!" 

Sefonbere $lufmerffomfeit berbient bie ßifte bcr 93 u fe • 
falle, ein 8«>flniS, bafe eS aud) in bem roben ßagerlcben an 
ftrenger $ird)enaud)t nid)t feblte. 

Heber bie $erfönlid)feii beS Pfarrers ©öfter ift nidjtS meitcr 
befannt, als bafe er nad) feiner eigenen Slngabe aur Reformierten 
ftirtb,e geborte. 3f. ®. 
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$roto»n. 

Geborene nnb ©etanfte bei bem löblichen 
Mefliment to. $ono<» merenb ber Seit, bafe icb, 
olS Selbprebiger babei geftanben: 

Hamilton Garl $enrid) Rainer, 3of)anniS $ämer3 SWugque- 
ticrö bei btd #errn OberftleutnantS unterfjabenber 8omDagnie, 
efjelidjer ©obn mürbe am 23. SKai 1776, bei 2TCorgenö um 3 Übt 
öon Wlafxa ©lifabetf) $ämer, geb. Sirrin auf unfercr Keife nad) 
9lorbamerifa, unb jnwr auf bem 2ltlantifd)en Djean im eng« 
lifdjen 5tranöportfdb,iff ^enntt geboren. Unfer ©djiffsfapitän 
SBilüam Hamilton, bie #errn ©briftleutnant $eumel unb $err 
Lieutenant b. SBarbeleben mürben au öcüattcrn gebeten. 35er 
2>d)if!§fatntain mar ber erfte; meil er aber ein Schotte unb jmar 
ein ^reöbötenaner mar, fo mollte er ba£ fiinb burd)au& nid)t jur 
Saufe fyeben. Seine Sntfdmlbigung mar biefe, ed fei in feinem 
ßanbe nidjt üblid), unb ameitenö, fo fönnte er aud), meil er ftets 
auf brm ©affer märe, bie Sßflidjt nietjt erfüllen, bie ein ©ebatter 
iu beobaQtcn bärte. 25iefe ©ntfcfiulbigung fdnen uns gcltenb au 
fein. £er $err Cbriftleutnant #eömcl t»ielt e8 alfo a"t Saufe 
unb geb bem ftinbe ben tarnen Hamilton Garl $enrid). £en 
SRamen Hamilton fjat e$ toom ©djifftfajntain unb amar auf fein 
93egel)ren, benn et fagte: „roenn icb, mafjl nad) Reffen ober baä 
Stinb nad) ©nalanb fommt, fo fann id) eS bod) an feinem tarnen 
fennen, unb bann miH id) für cä forgen." ®iefe feierliche $anb« 
(ung berrictjteten mir, meil ba§ 9Weer aicmlicb, ruljig mar, ben 
folgenben Sag, alfo am 24. 2Rai. (58 mar baS erfte ßinb, ba8 
id) taufte, unb bieücidjt ber erfte §effe, ber auf bem S(tlantifd)en 
Oaean unb aroar im SranSport getauft ift. 

•filius et elus mater 1777 In autumno. 
Robert SdjcfftT, Sodann $enrid) (ScfjcfferS Corporate bei 
be£ berm SWajor b. Konten unterljabenben ßompagnie mürbe in 
ber 9<ad)t bom 11. — 12. Julius 1776 bon ©lifabetb, ®d)effer auf 
unferer SReife bon $alifar. nad) 9ceroöorf an ben Stuften bon Sftorb« 
amerira im englifeben Sran8portfd>iff §ope geboren, ©eil mir 
16. Suliu» gut 23etter unb eine rufjige @ee tjatten, fo 
mürbe id) in einem fleinen 93oot l)inübergef)olet. taufte e3. 
Robert $eacod, ßapitain auf bem Sdnff $ope f)ielt eö w Saufe. 
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»riettba SRartlja GUfabeib, bcS G^rifto^^ SlbelS 2RuSquetierS 
bei bem Iöbl. b. 2)onobf(ben ^Regiment u. beffen ©befrau Slnna 
ftatbarina, geb. ÜKartin Xödjterlein ift am 12. ^uliud auf unferer 
SRetfe bon #alifai nad) ÜRetoborf auf bem engl. SEranSportfrfnff 
Gmbrefj geboren u. ift in meiner Slbroefenbeit bon bem Srelbbre« 
biger $au8fned)t bei bem r)od^XöbI. ©rbbrinaemStegiment getauft 
iDorben. ©ebatterin: SWartba ©Hfabetr), ©befrau beS 3 u ricr8 
.§en. $b- Börner bei gebadetem löbl. Regiment. 2)er XaufaftuS 

am 2. Huguft 1776. 

(£ailjarina (Hifabetb, £od)terlein be8 9Wu8quetierS in ber 
©ombagnie beä #errn Obriften b. QJofen ^obanned ©djeffer u. 
beffen ©befrau Slnna (Slifabetb geb. Serbin bon 9lömer$felb STmtS 
Sorten ift geboren am 9. OKober 1776 auf ber Qmfel Sfcctoöorf 
im Säger au »lumentbal, getauft am 10. D.ber. ©ebatterin: 
tfatb. @fif., Cfbcfrau be8 ßorboral« 3°b<mn $affenbflug, (Somb. 
b. ©ofen. 

Goiljarina (Hifabetlj, unebelicbeS 5Cöd)terlein be« SIbam 
©uiStman, 2Ru3quetier bei ber Gomb. b. ©ofen, gebürtig au8 
©abern u. SKaria (Slifabetb SBieberboIb, gebürtig auS ©üben« 
born 2Tmt8 Dorfen ift am 6. D.ber. 1776 im Säger auf ber 3(nfel 
ftemborf geboren u. am 9 b. 9fl. getauft, ©ebatterin: Äatfj. ©Ii«. 
Grbefrau be$ ÄorboralS 3ob. §affenbfTug. 

b. $ie grau mar ibrem ©räutigam, ber ibr bie ©be 
berforodjen, fte aber» id) toeife nid)t marum, ftfeen gelaffen batte, 
nadjgegangen. <Sie fam mit unferer 2. Sftotte, fudjte ibren 
^Bräutigam auf, unb ba fte ben erften 2fufe in fein 3<*t fefcte, fo 
mürbe fie mit einer jungen Xodjter entbunben. 

milabclbbio. 

Sofjann Sbam, ©obn beS Soadnm Snrj, 2Ru8quetier in ber 
(Eomb- beS. #errn $aubtmann b. Shtfclebcn et uj. Slnna Ratba- 
rina, geb. SJiemann bon 3inimer8robc SlmtS 93orfen, geboren am 
18. dbriftmonat 1776 in unferen SSBinterquartieren in ber ©tabt 
Stoijorf, getauft am 19. ©ebatter: Sfbam ©d)meä\ J&imbour 
bom JRegt. 

3o$aune£, <2>obn be8 SIbam ©djmerf, SEambour in ber Qiomp. 
b. ©ofen et uy. Slnna Wartha ift geboren am 30. October 1776 
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im SBinterquartier, getauft am 2. Januar, ©ebatter Sfofj- 
dumpe, gemefener 93ebienter beim t ®abitain b. SBeiterSIjaufen. 

9£. ©. 2fm 18 Januar 1777 mürbe id) bon @r. Gsaeüena, 
bem Gerrit ©eneralleutnant b. $cifter Bei bie $onopfdje 99rigabe 
gefegt, u. baS erftc &inb, baS id) taufte, mar: ^ofjann ©eorg, 
©ofjn be$ ©rcnabierS 2fbel krumpft, auS SBolfSanger, 2fmtS Gaf- 
fel, et uy. Slnna Gfjriftina bon SonberSfyaufcn 9Imt3 Gaffel, ge- 
boren am 24. San. 1777 gu 9?eu«93raunfrf)meig auf ^erfab in 
Sfmerifa, getauft am 26. ©ebatter: ^ofj. ©eorg ©djmarfc, 
©renabier ebenfalls Horn ßetbregiment, bürtig aus SBenigen- 
Ijafungen. 

3lnna (£ai$orina f Xodjter beö 3of). §cn. Ctto, ©renabier 3 
bom Bataillon be« Oberftleutn. b. SRinnigerobc ei uy. Sfngelifa 
£>orotI)ea ©tarfin auS ©rabenftein geb. am 29. %an. 77. ge- 
tauft am 31. ©ebatter: 3Inna Gatb,. GF>efrau beä ©renabierS 
Sob,. Jrrücf. 

Colli. <Hiao6etlj, £od>ter be§ 3oI). ©cfjmib, ©renabier im 
»ataillon ßoftfer et uy. ©orotfm Gliaabetf) geb. Erbin au8 grie- 
beraalb geboren am 18. 5ebr. 77, getauft am 20. ©ebatterin: 
£aHj. Glif. e&efrau beS ^oljann $en. koffert, ©ranabierS im 
felben Bataillon. 

Hantel 3ofjann 9ietnljarb ,f»ence, ©ofjn eines ©rcnabierS 
beim ©ataiHon b. Siefing et uy. ÜRargaretb,a, geb. GiSmännin 
au§ #anau, geboren am 19. gebr. 77, getauft am 21. ©ebatter: 
Staniel 8?rifc, ©renabier. 

9ftaria Wagbalena, fcodjter beS ^of). ^auluö Sofa*/ (Ser- 
geant im Bataillon Äöfrter. et ur. Slnna Gf>riftina ©erferin auS 
Sierenberg geboren am 20. gebr. 77, getauft am 23. ©ebatterin: 
9TCaria SWagbalana, G&efrau bcS Sergeanten Siefeer bom 2. 
Bataillon ©arbe. 

©itydm $ftilibb, @of)n be§ ©renabierS ber bafanten 
©renabier- Comb. beS Ijodilöbl. SRgtS. b. $onob 9tbam Sodj fen. 
aus Oberbeisheim STmtS Homberg et ur. ÜWaria $)orotf>ea au§ 
§ergetf>8felb STmtS Homberg, geboren am 8. Wl'dxi 77, getauft 
am 9. ©ebatter: Hauptmann b. ©all, aettiger ftommanbeur ber 
Comb. 
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$orotl)ea Gltjabetfj, £örf)tcrlein be£ betrug Stange, ©rena- 

bier bom 93attaiIlon ßcngerfe et u%. Gatf). geboren auf unfe» 
rer SRütfrcifc bon Weronorf nad) ^f)ilabelpf)ia am 29. SfaniuS 77, 
getauft am 27. STugnft. ©ebatterin: $>orotf)ea ©lif., Gtjefrau 
bc3 ©renabierS ^ofjanneS ©romannS. 

^ofjann öeorg, Sofm be§ Sofepb Carl föielteif, 2BalbI)ornift 
in ber anfpad)iftf)en eSelbjäger«(Iomp. et uj. Ofriberica #enrica, 
geboren am 13. Wob. 77 in $f)ilabelpfua, getauft am 14. in eben 
biefer ©tobt. Xaufpaibe: 3of). ©eorge Sauer, Öelbjäger bei be* 
#crrn Hauptmann GhnalbS (£omp. 

3oljann ©eorg, <Sobn beä Gonrab §a\t, ©renabierS in ber 
Comp. b. ©alte, et uj. Stnna ©Iisabetb, georen am 27. Wob. 77, 
getauft am 29. ©ebatter: %o$. ©eorg $afe, ©renabier im 11. 
©ataülon ©arbe. 

Änno 6Ii$abttlj, 2otf)tcr be3 ^afob $artmann, SWuSqueticr 
ber ßeibcompagnie et uj. Gbriftina, geb. ßanbauin bon ßebJObadj, 
STmtS $anna, crblirfte ba§ ßidjt ber Seit am 29. Wob. 77 im 
ßager bei ^ilabelbfiia, getauft am 30. ©ebatterin: SInna Glifa- 
betf>, (Hjefrau beS Wlipp ©umpet, afluSquetier im ber Comb, 
b. Shtfcleben. 

$rinri<fj ©iUjelin, ®ot>n beS (Tbriftopf ^ntnbnrö, SelbjägerS 
ber 1. b.eff. gelbjägertompagnie et ur, ©lifabetb »lumin aus 
©ubenöburg, erbürfte ba8 fiiebt ber Sßelt am 27. Wob. 77, im 
ßager bei Wfabebfna, getauft am 1. CS&riftmonat 77. $at&e: 
Sofjann, ^einrid), ©ottfrieb $üne, Öeloiäger ber 1. #eff. Comb- 

3oljann ftriebridj, ©olm beS ^eter $aul SMrtfj«, gclbjäger 
im fceffifdjen SägerforpS et uj. ©erbrutf) aus Waftetten, 9lmt8 
KrjeinfclS, geboren am 30. 2)eaember 77, getauft am 5. $(an. 78. 
SCaufeeugen: Sobann Cmalb, Hauptmann einer !3ägcrfombagnic 
u. ßeutnant griebrid) Sbam SuliuS b. SBangenljcim, fjeffifäer 
Dffiaier beim ^ägerforpS. 

Sfm 2. %cm. 1778 tourbe id) toieber bom $errn @tab«> 
prebiger geller auf SefebJ @r. ©riellenj be£ #errn @en.-ßieui. 
b. Sfrinpbaufen abgelöft unb fam roieber aum Wgt. b. $ooop. 

3J?aria 3Raßba(ena, unef)elid)e§ Äinb ber 9J2aria Sftagbalena 
Dbtrftrig. 3um SBater gab fic an einen SWuSfctter bom Regiment 
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b. Slnirnfjaufen namens Gfyriftian Sraufe. ©ebaiterin: ©ufanna 
SWagbalena SlugS au£ $ljilabelbl)ia. 

91. 99. 5Diefe§ Wlenfä f)at nam^er einen Gnglänber ge^ 
betratet. 

2Hartf>a Glifabeilj, Zoster be3 JRefruten WifoIauS öortel 
aus ©ernerobe auf bcm Gid)3felbe, et uy. Slnna Gatbarina 
odjmarabad) au3 (frfurt (£raufd)cin bom £errn Pfarrer Sümar 
in Gaffel 10. $sun. 1777), mürbe auf ber Steife nad) 9tortf)amerifa 
im engl. SEranSport am 21. Sftera 78 geboren, getauft am 10. 
ÜRat. ©ebatterin: 9Hartf)a (Jlifabetf), Gbefrau beS SReinbarb 
ftömer, ÄorporalS bei ber ßeibfombagnie. 

3oljann ftbatn, mürbe geboren am 22. Wob. 78. Sater 
Soadjim Stutif bon ber Gomb. be£ üWajorö bon ftufrleben. 2>cr 
Butter 9toine mar Slnna Äatfjarina geb. 93ie()männin bon 3tm* 
mersrobe, SlmtS Sorfen. ©ebatter: ^oljann 2lbam Sdjmecf, 
Gomb. Obrift o. ©ofen. 2)ieö arme ßinb mar eine bollfommene 
Mifegeburtf) — &atte ein ©emäd)fe mie eine <5d>ilbfröte auf bem 
Stopfe — , irf) trug anfangs Sebenfen, i&m bie 1)1. £aufe au geben, 
nad) SRatfjfragung beS $errn 9tegiment3fclbfä)eer3 ©tiglifc, ber 
e3 für einen üRenfdjen tnelt, mürbe eS in @otte8 tarnen am 23. 
Üßoo. getauft. 1 V4 ©tunbe barauf ftarb eS. %d) marb frotj . .!* 

Saufe im fieibregiment: — ^aftor Söiebemann franf— : 

aKaria Äatljarina, geb. am 8. O.ber. 78, getauft am 15. 
Sater mar Softfjenrid) Reifing bon ber ßeibfombagnie, SKuttcr: 
©erbrutfja $elmerim, bon @immerf>aufen, «mtt Gaffel, ©cbat- 
terin: SWaria GatI). Gfjefrau beS Sergeanten Slum bon Gabt. 
Callenbergs Gomb. 

Xaufe im bodjlob. «Regiment bc fcrümbad): 

»ertljolb, ge*. am 25. O ber. 78, getauft am 1. San. 79. 
Satter: Gbriftian Speele, ÜJtuS. in #errn Obrift b. ÜJhinrf)bau. 
fenS Gomb. SWutter: Glifabetf) Soltin bon $ofgeifemar. ©e- 
batter: (Sergeant Sertfjolb Äod) bon Gabt. ©ieerS Gomb. 

•)$•« fromme JDiann ^ielt bie arme SRifegeburt tool für ein 
SJionMalb ober einen üom Teufel gezeugten ffiedjrfelbalg, roeäfjalb er 
glaubte ibm bie Saufe besagen flu muffen. 
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2teraeid)niö beteiligen ^erfoncn, bie itt) feit icb, als Selb- 
prebigcr beim Iöblidjcn t». Sonopfdjcn «Regiment geftanben, 
copnltert ffabt. 

3« Reffen: 

1. Slbam 6c^udjarb, Sergeant bei beö Gerrit Obrift §cö« 
mefö unterljabenbcii Comp, mit SInna Wartha ^acobin au£ .§om« 
berg. Homberg am 14. gebruar 76. 

9?. 23. tiefer Sergeant 91'bain Sdjudjarb fdjnitt fid) felbft 
ben §al§ ab im §ojpital au 9icro 2)orf 1782. 

2. 5Reinljarb l'nbmig, gomp. beö äftaior Konten mit ®er. 
brutlja Sophia 3clanin. Homberg am 14. t$ebx. 76. 

3. $bam Sdjmerf, Stambour bei be$ $errn Dbrift P. ©ojen 
(£omp. mit Slnna üüiartlja Sßotyarfin auö Slllenborf an ber Ob,m. 
Homberg am 14. gebr. 76. 

4. S&illjelm Sdjrueber, 2Ru£f. bei $errn Obrift Gomp. mit 
SCnna ftattjarina 9iitbergerin au£ Jesberg. Homberg am 14. II. 
76. 

5. ^fultpp ©ümbeH, 2Wu3f. bei bei §errn Hauptmann u. 
Äufcleben ©omp. mit SInna Glifabetb, ^flugerin aus Homberg. 
Homberg am 14. II. 76. 

6. $aulng ftrtfdjman, ÜDhiSf. ber Sieibfompagnie mit Äat^a- 
rina ©djneiberin aus SftemSfelb. 21m 14. gebr. 76. 

7. Öeorg Sdjroeber, ÜJiuäf. ber Gomp P. Shifeleben, mit Sin- 
na ßat&arina 93raunin aus ©umbetb,. Homberg am 14. Sebr. 76. 

8. 3of>anneö $eö(er, Wlu&f. ber ßeibfompagnie, mit Slnna 
Gatyarina Stielin au$ öumbetb,. 91m 21. gebr. 76. 

9. Solennes 3be, SWuSf. in $eomelS £omp. mit Stnna ©Ii- 
fabetl) SBeberin aus SöalberSbrür". Homberg am 28. gebr. 76. 

10. $einrtd> ©olf, SDZuöf. bei $errn 9tfajor $pntenS Gomp. 

mit Homberg am 28. 

II. 76. 

11. Cannes SBoljl, 2ßu3f. in $emne!S (£omp. mit Slnna 
2Rartf)a ©djeuerin aus Stepria), 2lmt3 Söorfen. Homberg am 28. 
II. 76. 
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12. ^oljaiine* Sdyeffer, Whist, bei $errn ßbrift ü. ©ofenÄ 
Gomj>. mit Slnna ©lijabetl) $arffin aus SRömeraberg. Homberg 
am 28. II. 76. 

13. $enrid) ftelji, Korporal ber Äeibfomjmgnie mit SRaria 
©abina Sud)fm, $err Pfarrer Öru<*)* £od)ter bon SRemÄfelb. 
Homberg am 28. öebr. 76. 

14. ttonrab iHiel, ÜUiuäf. im $eomela domp. mit Stnna SRar- 
ttja Sdjanain aus* ©ubenborn. Homberg am 29. 5ebr. 76. 

15. Jptnrid) ä&rntrt, ©renabiet bei beÄ $errn Hauptmanns 
ö. fBeiteräljaufenÄ £omj>. mit ülnna 2Jtartya Jttimmel bon Stterna. 
^luf bem Uliarjd) ju $etltgenrobe. 2. Stftera 76. 

16. dofutytm Üfiuäf. in ber (£omj>. b. Ahifcleben mit Stn« 
na Statt). SJiemännin aus #immersrobe, Slmtd iÖorfen auf bem 
äKarjd) ju Ujdjlag im §annöoerjd)en. 3. ilWerj 1776. 

17. 3°f) a nne0 Jptemer, iDhiäf. bei $erm Obriftleutn. ©omp. 
mit üKaria £ltjabctl) Üofjrin aus Öreubentlwl. Stuf bem SRarfd) 
au Äonnenberf &mtö. iülumentljal im $annöoerfd)en. 17. Sßera 
76. 

18. So^anu Slbain 3niitmann, WluSl. ber (Zomp. b. ©ofen 
mit «Maria Glijabetl) ätfieber&olben, be8 ©inroolmera SReinimrb 
Jöieberfjolbä feel. ^interlajfene 2od)ter, gebürtig au« ©ubenborn 
5ilmtd Dorfen, getraut in Slmerifa auf ber Sjnfel gort im Säger 
bei ©lumentfwl am 20. SRob. 1776. 

Sl. 93. SDer SÖräutigam tonnte aus ©elbmangel bie ge- 
»ö^nlid>en 8 Z\)t. nidjt erlegen, ber #err ßbrift b. ©ofen ber- 
ferad), mid) bei weiterer 9*ad)frage fidjer au ftellen. 



fiwmora £»ifa, Södjterlein be* SBerner £irffja«t, SWu»!. u. 
ber ©erbruty 2ia?f)arb, beibe aus $olabaufen 2lmt3 Homberg ge- 
boren au 5lem 2)orf am 10. Slpril 77. unb »eil id) eben ba mar, 
am 13. oon mir getauft, ©eöatterin: ßeonara Souifa, ©Ijefrau 
bed Corporate Vorfeier bei ber ßetbfompagnie. %n biefe fiücfc 
gebort ^arorf, be£ $errn ßbrift D. Donops ßaufer, er lies fid) auf 
SonfenS feine« fterrn mit einem SWäbdjen au8 öraunfd)meig in 
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2Tmerifa f okulieren im Srrübialjr 1777. 2)ie JJrau ftarb 311 93u^- 
mid) auf SongiSlanb im 2)cj. 79. 

3oIjanneS Seiend), Unieroffiaier im ^Regiment (Srbprina bei 
be8 $errn $aubtmann 2Bad)8 (£omb. mit SInna SRartfya SBaderin, 
geroefene (sfjefrau beS tobgefdjoffenen SorporalS SBader am 31. 
2fug. 77 im Sager bei $eaboffelf fopultert. 

(£onrab Satfart, Ijeff. Öelbjäger bon ber (£omb. beS $errn 
2J£ajor ö. Sörufdjing mit Carolina SSefclerin auS ©ibeberobe am 
15. ©eb.ber 77. fopuliert, gegeben im Sager ofjnroeit Mb 
roortfj im benftlö. ©ebiet. 

91 2)er $err SWajor b. 93rufd)ing berfbrad) mir in bie 
§anb, bafj er bie (Sonfen8-©eIber eintreiben u. mid) in biefem 
©tütfe fidjerftellen mollte. $ie grau mürbe md)t lange bamad) 
als ein broftibulum roeggejagt. 1 

^o^ann Söurfrfjel, ©renabier bom Bataillon ©arbeS, bon 
#errn #aubtm. b. 5Jlefan£ ßomb. mit <2>obbia Sfteier au3 Gaffel, 
SBitme, fobuliert au Wlobelbbia am 2. S)ea. 77. 

9lbral)am Äöfjler, ©renabier bom ©ataillon b. Sengerfe mit 
Jungfer eiifabetf» SBillin aus $effen-#anau fopuliert am 19. 
$ea. 77. 

2)ie 1. Äobulation beim ljod)löbl. 9tgt. b. SoSberg, bem id) 
in ben SBinterf)ütten 1778-79 in SftarltonSmljarf meine ©ienftc 
leiftete: 

Sßadj eingesogenem <£onfenS Don Dbrift b. S008, toie auf 
Sßrotofoll bom Sfubitor §eömel, fobulierte id) am 17. Januar 79 
in ben SBinierbütten bei $ellgate: Öüftlier im 9tegt. b. SoSberg 
äfriebridj 8ttfdj au« ©djerrenbad) im Mücfebergifdjen, alt 24 3abr 
mit SBilljclmina Satbarina, geb. Obmin, SSitme be§ Submig 
(Jlaufing, güfilier gebauten SRegtS. 93räutigam mar ein 2lu§» 
Iänber, Ijatte alfo bie Erlegung ber 8 Kfylv. nidjt nötig. Sie 
93raut fcatte erft bor 21 SBodjen iljren CS&eman berloren, id) bättc 
fte alfo roegen etroaiger ©djmangerfdjaft nidjt fopulieren fönnen. 
SSibe legem ob annum luctuS. Sfflein ba mir #crr §aubrm. 
©tebing, (£ommanbeur ber Seibfomp. im 93eifein beS $errn 9Ra- 
iorS b. §anftein u. mebrerer Herren beaeugte, bafe gebaute Sil- 
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fH'Imina Satt), nad) ifjreS borigen C^eljerrn Xobe — 2 SBodjen — 
\na Siinbbett gcfommen, fo nal)m ob fcanbala in bello faepiffime 
obbia mit ber Kopulation feinen Slnftanb. 

Öluidjing auf ßongislanb am 1. San. 1781. 9tad)bem Sari 
^uüolpt), örenabier Dom Qrüftlier 9tgt. b. Sodberg, gebürtig au3 
Üllbenburg Slmts Sdjaumberg ben Sonfenö bon feinem Com- 
manbeur Dbrift b. ßoemenftein erhalten, fid) mit SBitroe 9tofina 
Cljarlotta £f)eblmeier auÄ Silbenburg ju berljeiratljen, aud) bie 
8 Zljv. erlegt unb ben (£ib beS lebigen ©tanbeS abgefdjmoren fcorte, 
fo t)abe id) fte unter obigem baro naaj bor&ergegangeuer geridjt- 
lidjer s #rotofollation e&elid) getraut. 

92. 33. Der SBitroe ujr boriger ©bemann mar im ber $Be- 
lagerung bor (Sbarleätoron im Slpril 1780 tobgefcb,offen, baä annuS 
luctuS alfo nodb nidjt um, allein roetl bie 3rau nid^t mitgeroefen, 
fo mar alfo feine (©d&roangerfdjaft bon iljrem borigen e&emann 
au türmten. 

92eroborf am 13. Januar 1783, 9lgt. b. Donop. 
92ad)bem $enrtd) ÜWtrten, 9tgt. b. Donop, <£ontp. b. Jhtfc- 
leben, gebürtig aus 3roeften Slmta SBorfen ben ©onfenS erhalten, 
bie 8 £f)r. ». SR. megen ber 1. $eiratb, aum beften beS Äarlölmber 
üaaaretf) erlegt, mie nid)t menigcr ben 6ib beä leb. ©tanbcS 
praebia abmonitione be bitanbo periurio abgelegt fo mürbe er 
bon ni'.t mit feiner berlobten SBraut Slnna ©etbrutlm Jöillgraff, 
SBitroe beS förenabierS bom ©renabier»93ataillon ßinfing, ©Ijarb 
»illgraff, eine geborne ©dndin bon Abteroba, Sinti« Bifcenfjau« 
fen, ekeltet) getraut. 

Sftidjatl $ernl)arb, ein SluÄlänber bon (Sdjroedd auS Sott)- 
ringen mit Cfyarlotta fia Kirne auS Cueberf, burd) priefterl. Copu» 
latiou getrauet. 92eroborf am 2. Öeb. 1783. 

92. it. Sfflaren beibe Siattrolifen. 

Slm 26. 5uli 83. kopulierte id) auf borgejeigten EonfenÄ 
bon Sr. tfracllena $erm @en. Sieurn, b. ßoäberg ben rooljlge^ 
bornen $errn Gafimir Xljeobor Ooerte, ßieutn. bei ber Artillerie 
mit Jungfer Clifabetl) HooSeroel*) au« 9*e»oöorf. 



•)Cb bie Jungfer tool ein« geborene Koofeüelt toar? D. $. 
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Jobcefällc: 

(9emeüug, geroefener ÜWarfebenber beim Siegt, b. 2)onob t 
IG. D.ber. 1761, bü ^aljre alt. 54 fanb bei biefem Biaxin einen 
ftanbbafien Glauben u. fem Vertrauen auc (&nabe trotte* roar 
unberrütici bis an* Irnbe. 

Sort Ännp^aufen. 

Gonrab (snefe auä $unbe$baufen (öeridjtÄ Seäberg t am 5. 
ocm. 62. {einen legten ^abren roar et itod) bei $errn ßbrift 
$emud, zeitigen Mommanbeur best 9igt». b. fconob. ©ein SUtet 
rourb' mir nidjt befannt gemalt. Sein (£nbe roar ber {anfte 
£ob eiueä (ibriften, ber im Vertrauen auf feinen ©rlöjer einer 
befferen äöelt entgegenfdjlummert. 12 ©runben bor feinem Zobt 
genog er ba£ 1)1. 2lbenbmabl. 

Jön&falle beim b. Sonore« 9tgt 

Slm U. iüiera 76 nabm id) ben folgenben 2Jhi$quetter$ u. 
ibren brauten, nämlid) bem öeorg Sä)roeber, (£omb. b. tfufcleben 
et eiuS foonfae Sinna (Satf). ©raun, aroetten* bem Spanne* Rea- 
ler, ßeibfombagnie et eiuS fbonfae SWaria Satbarina Stiel auä 
©umbetJ) bie iöufee ab. 

3ofyann ftbatn 3niftmann et fponfa SKaria ©lifabetb, SBieber» 
bolb legten bie $robe ujrer Sieue bei mir ab am 20. Sßob. 76 
in Stmerifa, alä id) beibe traute. 

3ofjann .t>enrid} Gramer au£ ©Ufa 2tmt8 Sorten rourbe bie 
23ufje am 24. S)ea. 76 au Sieronor! abgenommen roegen eine* 
Salle* mit Slnna ©lifabetb Xrumper auÄ SRebtig Slmtä ©orfen. 

»ufefäUe bei ber Sonobfdjen Angabe: 

Sraunfdjtoeig am 1. 3Werj 77. 

1. JBom ©renabierbataillon ftoefjler 
a. (£omb. Hauptmann ©oben: 
(ärenabier 3ofjanneö Jpolaapfcf 
(yonrob itillian 
ßomrab ftodj 
®eorg »orf 
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b. <£omb. §aubtmann #oI)enftein: 
©renabier ©eorg 38äber 

3o$ann Soft, Rabber 
„ $euridj 9Sofc 

58raunfd)rt>eig am 17. Sfltera 77. 
2. 3Jom ©renabierbataillon Sßinnigerobe 

2. bafante dornt), ©rbprina: 
Unteroffizier Sodann ©eorg Qefjr au£ ©rebenar, SImtÄ 
aWilfungen. 

c. (£omj). Hauptmann ö. (Stein: 
©renabier (Sljriftian Seil aus Strenfa. 

©renabier Conrab <Sbol>T aufi Singelbaä) ©eridjts Dürren- 

berg. 

Stuf Cftern b. 30. SWera 77. 
93om ©renabierbataillon b. 2ßinnigerobe: 
<£omb. b. ©teilt. 

1. ©renabier Snftn* Reifer au$ Sirenborn SlmtS getferfjagen. 

2. ©renabier Sernljarb 6d)r3bet aus 9iubberb,aufen 2lmt3 Sie- 
gendem. 

3. ©renabier $ei*rid) SBeberfen au« $atienborf ÄmtS 9*eu- 
firdjen. 

domö. ©rbbrina: 

4. ©renabier G^riftoblj Stomas au« fteuroba @eriä)tÄ ©öne- 
bürg. 

Slctum $f)ilabelbf>ia am 28. geb. 1778, erfd)ien bor mir 
ber SWuSf. fernes Sdjnribar tton ber (Jomb. b. Konten aus 
Öelbberg fagte aus, bafe er einen SrornicationSfall mit ©lifabeth, 
iUfjmäunin au* Seidberg begangen, feine ©ünben täten ifjm leib, 
üerjbrad) aud) ba£ berunglüdte Sftäbdjen mafjl bei feiner 9fcüa% 
ki)t au Etebratyen, unb ba er a«tn 2lbenbmaf)l geljen rooltte, fo 
nabm id} i&m bie öufee ab. 

Stctum ^amaifa auf Songidlanb am 23 Dea. 81, erfaßten bor 
mir ©renabier (S^riftopf SBInm bon 9tömer8berg, er ftanb beim 
Bataillon b. ßengerfe, Comb. b. ©all, fagte aus, bafe er einen 
SornicarionÄfan mti Änna GHjriftina SBenberoty aud Sftal&felb 
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bedangen Ijärte unb ba£ ftinb, ein SHäbdjen, nodj am ßeben fei. 
berfbrad) ba$ 3Häbd)en au fjeorattjen. 

30.O.ber. 80. 

£er $htilleriefned)t 3°^nn $enrtdj $rett)aner Don ber ßeib- 
fombagnie auö SHeinalmeroba jagte au£, bafj er ein amerifanifdjeä 
ÜNäbdjen, tyollt) Xiejen au£ 92eh)norf gefdnüängert unb bafj fein 
SVinb nod) am ßeben. Senn er bcn SonfenS fyaben fann, mill er's 
2)iäbd)en I)etiratb,en, roibrigenä ÖaüS bod) immer für ftinb unb 
2TCutte; forgen. 

Slm felben £ag fagte 3olÜ« ^flüfltr bon SSallenftein 3fmt3 
Homberg, (Somj). t>. Oiall auö, bafj er mit ßatb,. (Hifabeib, Slubel 
au£ Battenberg einen 5öm.»SaII begangen u. bafj bcr 9iad}rid)t 
aufolge fein ©cljn um ^fingften 77 geboren u. 4 töodjen barauf 
oerftorben. (Mobt fceilig, fein 9J?äbd)en au f>etiratf)en. 

5Iufd)ing am 30. 2>ea. 80. 

©renabier Söurgljarb S*f) x t SRegt. b.ßnnbfjaufen, gebürtig au8 
JRüiäfmufen $Imt3 9ieufird)en, fagte auä, bafe er ein 2Jiäbd)cn aus 
Stcnmorf gefdjroängert, bafj feine ©ünben il)m fjeralid) leib täten 
unb er gern &ux ÜJcfriebigung feinet Öennft'enä ba£ bl. &benb- 
maf)l genieffen wollte. £a er mir nun an GgbeS ftatt angelobte, 
bafe er fid) in Sufunft f)üten, unb iuäbefonbere uerfprad) als ein 
red)fd)affener Solbat fernerhin au bienen, fo liefe id) ifjn auf fein 
©emiffen aum t)I. 2tbenbmal)l gelten. 

©. 

(Sonrab Jjfre^, 8oI)n bc£ öeorg Stbulp Qreg bon QJrofeen- 
feber et us. Sluna SWargaretlm bon 93adfja, geboren am 17. Sun. 
78 auf ber äöafferreit'e bon Wlab. nad) ftetunorf im engl. XranÄ- 
bortfdjiff (Sl)armtng«92ancn, getauft am 7. £uti im ßager bei 
3Warltonöml)arf. Stauf patlje: Gonrab SWumme bon Cammer*- 
b,aufw»n, 9?citfned)t bei ü. Oiofen (bamalä Cbrift u. Gommonbeur 
beS Slgtä. b. fconob.) 

©etanfte Äinber im 3al>rc 1782: 
Stand (£atljarina, Stodjter beS 9Ku8f. ber Comb. b. ßufcleben 
®eorg $atynlein auS ^(bangen et uy. ÜWaria (Tat!). Srriberid) au8 
(£a8baum im 3toedbrütffd)en, geboren au SW. SRonrrao'S Ijoufe 
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o&nmeit ftemoorf am 24. gebr. 82, getauft am 27. ©eboüerin: 
Slnna Satlj. SBiemann bon 3«itmer§roba, 6b,cfrau beS 2RuSf. 
3oad)tm Shirfc bon berfclben Comb. 
Regiment ^rina flarl: 

Gatfartna (Slifabctfj, Softer be8 Sodann SDiebericb, $a«Kf 
angenommener 5Büd)fenmarf)er beim SRgt., gebürtig aus Sontra 
et ur. Glifabetb, ^afebaa^ bon Staufenberg, geboren am 17. 
Vfpril 82, 6 engl. teilen bon ber ©tabt SRemdorf, unb in Er- 
mangelung if)re§ eigenen SelbbrebigerS bon mir geiauft am 19. 
Öebatierin: ©b,cfrau beS ©olbaten ©anbmüller, gebürtig au« 
©tlfa. 

SRgt. b. £onob: 

9mtljarb, ©ofm beS %alob Sogt, ßattjolif au3 Sn^Iar, bon 
ber ßeibfompagnie et uy. Glnriftina ©odbja, gebürtig auS $an« 
nob..2ßinben. Xaufpatfye: 53emh,arb Naumann, bon berfelben 
Comb, au« 2Hmutf)8f)aufen SfmtS Homberg in Reffen. 

92. 33. Satob Sogt ein feb,r fdjle^ter Äerl, ber bem ©diel 
unb bem £runf ergeben mar, befertierte bon uns au SRemdorf 
1783. 

fitlton (koffert, ©ob,n beS ^oöebf QJaffert, Gomb. §edmel, 
au* SBirfcburg, 8ath,oIif et uy. Gba Stat&arina geb. ßtnninger 
au« ber Weo ©berad), geb. am 29. San. 83, geiauft am 8. gebr. 
83. ©ebattcr: flilian ßlic, bon berf. Somp., aus 3enicrSbacb, im 
©rfjroaraenfelfifdjen. 

Gatljarina GHfabetlj, 2o<6,teT beS Gonrab $irfdp, SftuS!. ber 
Comb. b. ftufeleben, aus Otter&eim ($fala) et uy. 2fnna 97tor« 
gareifja, geb. in ©toefftabt im £armftäbiifd)en, geboren am 23. 
5ebr. 83, getauft am 26. $m tarnen feiner in §effen gelaffenen 
Gbefrau <£ai&. GliS. mar Corporal Sob,ann ©ilfjelm <£)itmar bon 
berf. (Sornb., aus $effen-$omberg ©ebatter. 

SRgt. $rina Äarl: 

(Htfafcetlj, SCoa^ter be8 Spannes 3ttyr ©orporal ber (£omd. 
b. ®ofen e: uy., einer geb. ^flügerin au« SBicfenrobe, Stift Stauf, 
ungen, geboren am 3. SNera 83 au Derndorf in ber ßiebanonfdjen 
traueren am ^lovii) riber, getauft am 5. ©ebarterin: ©lifabctt), 
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©Ijefrau be« SDhi«f. Soft Cidjler, Comb, b. Sengerte, ou§ ftreufr« 

berg Ami Sßadja. 

Artillerie: 

$orotijea Glifabetf}, £oä)ter be« Jtanonier« ber Comb, 
ßcmbrm. b. ©d)leenftein. SBilbelm ©Reffet au« Caffel et uy. 
2Waria SBiHjelmina, ee&. ."gantfin au« Äorbaä), geboren am 25. 
Abril 83. u. getauft am 1. STCai. ©ebatterin: fcoratbea Cli«., 
Cbefrou eines Äononier« ©bewarb bon berf. Comp. 

Stflt. b ©onob: 

Anna Catfj., 5Eod)ter be« Soadjim ft«r*, Comb. b. &utfeben 
et ur. Anna Catlj. geb. Söiemann, geboren am 25. 5funi 83., ge- 
tauft am 29. Anna Catb. Cberoeib beS @eorg ©äjroeber, Comb- 
b. SBurmb, gab bem ßinbe ben d)riftli<ben tarnen. 

Artillerie: 

^oljanne«, ®obn be« Sob. ftafoer Äafcmann Artill..ftnecf)ia 
ber Comb. b. ©djleenftein, au« ÜBrauenbaufen, Amt« JRotbenberg 
et ur. Cba, geb. SWaberin au« Caffel, geboren am 23. Suli 83. u. 
getauft am 29. $aibe: SM). SBogler au« ©ontra, Comb, ©oebel 
be« StgtS. Sünau. 
S^öt. Sung b. ßo«berg: 

Anton, @obn beS ©eorg $oft au« Sreibenbadj am ^erjberg 
©eriä)t§ S)ürrenberg, ßeibfombagnie et ur. Anna ftunigunbe au« 
«§cä)elman«rtrd)en beb Sfalba, geb. am 9. Aug. 83., getauft am 
13. ®ebatter: Anton ©uife, STOuSf. ber Comb. SBauermeifter. 

Ctoa (£atljrtna Sob$ie f Xodjier be« Sfobamt Sfribritf» §artttrirfj 
au« SförSrobe Amt« ßubenridifetf ©eridjt« b. Sftebefel, ftelbtocbeT 
ber Seibfombagnie et ur. Anna Catbrina, au« ^etoborf, Softer 
Sfoljann S3erner«, geb. am 18. Aug. 83, getauft am 24. $$ob. 
$enridj SReidjbarb, Unieroffiaier im Wegt. Sßrina Carl $iett ba« 
ßtnb im tarnen feiner @<broefter Cba Catbrina ©obbia ©ä)ult. 
bei& au« SBülbingSbaufen Amt« SWebemauIa über ber Simfe. 

SR. 9J. fciefer §arhbi<b Jura bor unferem Cmbarguement 
in Amerifa beffertiert. 

Artillerie: 

Henriette, Zoster be« Caftmir Söjeobor @oerfe, ßieutn. bon 
ber beff- SelbartUIerie et ur. 3fh&. Clifabetb/ au« SRctstjorf g e- 

294 



Digitized by Google 



®eutf($*8meri!anifdje@efä)tä)tsblättet 

boren beim gort Änbb&aufcn am 16. ©ebt. 83, getauft am 16. 
Cftobcr. ^atljcn: 2KrS. aflargaretfja (Soaine ©Ijefrau beä 2Rr. 
(Sojine. ßaroner au SRerogorf u. $err Cbriftlieutnani $auS $en« 
rid) (£itel, (Sommanbeur ber fyeff. Artillerie in SRorb-Stmcrifa. 

3o$ann tfafpar, <5oIjn be3 ©eorg ^rre^tag eng (Saffel, c&r- 
famer geuertberfer ber ©djlecftemfdjen Gomb. et uy. ©erbrutfja, 
geb. JHeinfdjmibt bon ÜMfungen, geboren CHjaifjam in @ng- 
lanb am 19. örebr. 84, getauft am 22. in ber fönigl. ©arraefe. 
©ebatter: %o\). Gafber äafcmann, Artilleriefneait auS brauen- 
Raufen. 

ffigt. ^ung b. ßoöberg: 

Anna ßallj., Stodjter beS ©eorg §enrid) 33ener, Sdbroebel 
ber Comb. 23auermeifter et uy. Anna Sflaria geb. ©abler auS 
§erborn, geboren in ber iRadjt bom 28. — 29. Januar 1784 au 
£f)at(jam u. getauft am 2. Sebr. ©ebatterin: Anna (Xatlj., ©Ije« 
frau beS ©orboralÄ §erbman ber ßeibfombagnie. 

ffigt. b. 3)onob: 

Anna Satlj., Stodjter beS Tambour Abam Säjtnerf ber C£omJ>. 
ftenmel et uy. Anna 2ftartt>a, geboren am 15 O.ber. 83., ge- 
tauft am 19. ©ebatter: Srifce Amtfjauer bon berf. (£omb. r)ielt 
oeö Jrinb im Kamen feiner <sd)ioefter Anna (£atf). au§ SBalterS- 
brücf über ber SCaufe. 

am 21. O.ber. @it illi IebiS terra 1 
Anbreaä» ©ofm beß 2Ru8f. §enrid) SKärtljen ber Comb- b. 
ftufcleben, auS S^eften Amts Söorfen, et uy. Anna Oäerbrutlj, bon 
(fberoba Amts SBifcenfjaufen, geboren am 15. Sfebr. 84, u. am 
17. au (Sfjatfjam bem $errn %e\u in ber fyl. £aüfe borgetragen 
burd) ben efcrfamen Sorboral berf. Comb., Anbrcaä Äartfjeufer 
bon aBerTenaroig Amt« Homberg. 

SRgt. b. fcirfurtb,: 

Stturifa Haiti., Sodjtcr beS ©renabierS $afob $ieberidj aus 
Biermünben et uy. Sßaria SJtorgarct&a, aus Altenlotheim im 
S)armftäbtif(f)en, geboren in ben fönigl. ©arrarfen au Q^aifjam 
am 21. Januar 84. u. bafelbft getauft am 25., roo bann 2Rartf)a 
GatI)., e^efrau be« Gonrab ^^eil, (Jorboral im 9tgt. $rina 3rib- 
rid) bb @ebatterin nxir. 
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9tgt. b. 93oofe* 

Sodann ßfjriftian grrtbridj, ©of)n beS Sttnton SBeifc aus Sau* 
ben (©ad)fen), (£omb. b. 9)tfd)I)aufen et uy. Glifabetf) geb. 3)iebe< 
rid) au£ ©d)lefien, geb. am 23. Sult 79 bei f^rorl Äuubljaufen u. 
getauft am 26. ©ebatter: 3ot). ßljriftian SUrfting auö §om- 
breffen 8lmtS Sababurg, ©ergeant in berf. Comp. 

Änna (Berbrntlja, Xodjter beS Sonrab #unb aus Öangentfjal 
2Tmt§ §eImerSbaufen, 2RuSf. ber Comb- be£ üftajor SDubuu'S. 
et uy. SKartfya Gatlj. eobem loco nata geb. am 29. 2tug. 79. get. 
am 3 ©ebt. (Sergeant SladjSljaar tjielt beS flinb im Hainen 
feiner Srau Stnna ©erbrut&a aur £aufe. 

$$UtWii£, ©oljn beS Gonrab SRoor, Tambour in ber Gomb- 
Dubub, et uy. Barbara ©lifabetlj, geb. ^rinfetrug au$ SSifcen- 
Raufen, geb. am 16. Selber. 79, get. am 19. ©ebatter: Wlibb 
$unoIb, 3?ebienter beim CbertfjinirguS STmelung, be£ llntcrofft- 
3ier im Garlfctjen 9?gt. §unolb efjelidjer ©o&n. 
©renabier.Söataillon be ßengerfe: 

miWm Wltbb, @o&n beS Silmann %alof> %o\ep1) b. 3»»»' 
pn* ans Sollen, (£omb. b. ©all et uy. 9(nna ttofina ©aieurlin 
aus $irfrf)felb. geb. am 18. STug. 79. get. am 20. ©ebatter: 
§err $aubimann b. ©all, Gljef ber ©renabicr-comp. beS JRgtS. 
b. ©onop. 

fconrab, ©oI>n beS #enridj ©ierljeune, Comb- $onten et uy. 
Huna SWartfja. geb. SBieganb aus Battenberg MmtS Homberg, 
geb. am 23. .©ebt. 79. get. am 26. ©ebatter: Unteroffizier 
Sonrab ©Keffer bon berf. <£omb. 

©ab ben Xauffdjein am 28. ©ebt. 83. 2!ie 3ftutter ging mit 
i&rem 2. Spanne — fcoenftabt, berabfduebetcr Unterofftaicr bom 
3tgt. 3)onob — nad) 9Reu.©djotIanb. 

Sfnna 6atl>., 5Eod)ter beS $enrid) Steinbarb 915m, gelbroebel 
ber ßomb- b. ©ofen et uy. SWartfja ©lifabetb SJanmüIIer aus #om« 
berg. @eb. am 22. D.ber. im SBinterquartier gu 93ufd)tt>id), get. 
am 28. ©ebatterin: Sfnna £atf|. SRitberger auS SMberg, G^e- 
frau beS SKuSf. SBinjelm ©djroeber, Somb- be SBurmb. 



2>euif($*Hmeri!antf$e®ef<$idjU&läiier 

mtdbttff Gforijtma, Softer beS ©eorg Stbolbfc grrei» auS 
öro&enfeber im ©äjmaraenburgifäen, Sebienter beim $errn ©en. 
Stfaior o. OWcn et uy. Stnno SWargaretfja, ge&. SRofcnt&al auS 
8ad), geb. am 11. oebt. 80, get. am 14. @ebatterin Glif. Gfjrift., 
Gtjefrau beS gufilierS Öribri* #uter bom 9lgt. Grbbrina. 

Säger: 

eUfobftl» Gtoa, 5£oä>ter beS reitenben Sägers Gafbar ©djmib 
au* Ulfen 2lmt ©ontra, Comb. b. ©urmb et uy. Slnna 9Jfaria, 
geb. $umburg au* Grombarf} SImtS Gaffel, geb. am 17. SNera 81 
au §erridfen, get. am 21. ©ebatterin: »nna Glifabetl), ©tyefrau 
beS rrteiiben Säger« flocrbel. 

Sorotfaa 6üriftina f fcocfjter beS Sofann GfjriftoöT St*, 
Selbjägcr ber Comb- beS Hauptmann Groalb, gebürtig au« Gaffel 
et uy. Huna SWaria, nee ßofd) auS Gaffel geb. am 15. Sunt 81, 
get. am 30. beim gort ftnöbbaufen. ©ebatterin: änna $5orotfjea, 
Ghefrau beS fceobor Sribricf) 9lbt bon berf. Gomb. 

Sofjann Slbatrt, ©oljn beS UWrfjacl 3tobbart auS Slfäjaffen- 
bürg, ^dbjägcf ber Gomb. Gmalb et uy. Regina, geb. ©ranb auS 
SöormS, geb. am 20. Suli 81., get. am 23. ©ebatter: So&ann 
STbam ^faf, Slattjolif, Söüdjfenmadjer. 

Sofjanntä, ©ofm bcS G^riftian Cotfberger auS %ena, f5fcli- 
jagcr, et ur. 9lnna Gf)riftina, geb. ©rfjeiber auS (Seligentljal, geb. 
am 10, 2tug. 81. get. am 15. Eaufbatye: Cannes Ulridj, 
JRgt. «Prina ftarl. 

Hantel $rinbe<f, ©ofjn beS Sol)ann ©tebban $einbca\ GS» 
fabron b. SBurmb. auS ©oul et uy. Sfnna Gatfj. geb. flaufljolb 
aus ®rof$almerobe. ©cbatter: Gorboral SDaniel ©elaam, geB. 
am 1. <Sebt. 81, get. am 6. 

töofina, SoAter beS $eter Garl SBirrlje, Gomb. b. ?ßrüf<f)en!, 
auS Sonn et uy. ©erbrutf), geb. ©dfmmadjer auS 9iaftetten, geb. 
om 17. O.ber. 81. ber !£ag ber gciftlicfjen Söicbergeburtf} beS neu- 
geborenen SlinbcS mar ber 19., roo bann föofina, nee Ulrid) au§ 
Golmar, beS Gorboral ©eibling'S G&efrau, bte erbetene Gebot- 
terin mar. 

^ofjanna, ffioftna, $nftiita, Xodjter beS <£ufebiuS ©remetrid) 
#ntf<fal aus flrum&enberSborf, Gomb. b. SBurmb. et uy. Huna 
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SarBara, nee JDrtbmein auB Marburg geb. am 26. ©.ber. 81, 
get. am 28. ®ebattern: JRofina ©eibling u. 3of). Slbam $faf. 

ftrtbri^ $enrid), unebelicbeS #inb, geb. am 9. 3uni 79. o&n- 
mcit bcr Slingäbribge bon Salin £f)omfon auS ^ptjilabclp^ia. 
3um 9?ater gab fict) an $err Hauptmann dbriftobf Ofncbria? 
Sofepf ü. SBalbenfelbS, Slommanbeur bom anfbacrjifcfjen 5elbjägci> 
totpä. (Mauft am 5. Suli. ©ebatter: Hauptmann Sodann 
Sribricb, $enrid) 2of)reb, Gbef einer Comb, bom beff. Selbjäger- 
forbö. £aufaeugen: §aubtmann SBenator bom 9tgt. b. SJonob 
u. Sieuin. b. Qrberoauert bom Slnfbaä). gelbjägerforb«. 

WIK*» Äbam, ©obn beS Gtyriftian ßonrab JHumntel auS 
Slnfbad), Selbjäger ber domp. b. ftoeber et uy. SDcargaretba Bar- 
bara SRincf au? Slnfbad), geb. am 18. 3an. 81. get. am 20. @e- 
tiah&c: Wl. «b. «Benig, Somb. b. SBalbenfclS. 

Artillerie: 

3oljanneS, ©obn beS SBiKjelm Sdjeffcr, domb. b. ©djlecftein 
et u*. SWarta SBilljcImina geb. §ande, geb. am 16. Cftobcr 79. 
get. am 18. ©ebatter: %of). Cftbcim bon berf. Comp, aus 
^unterlaufen, SlmtS daffel. 

Sfobreo«, ein uneljeli^er ©obn, geb. am 17. ?lpril 80 bon 
Barbara 9if|eiber, Zoster beS SBicbertäufcrS Leiber in flfjobc- 
Cblanb. 3um 23ater gab fie an ben Sieutn. b. ©iefcel bom. r>eff. 
2lrtillerieforb$ u. fagte augleicb, auS, ba& fie fcfjon ein flinb mit 
il)m bätte, meldjeS nocb, am Sieben. 

9c. 33. <5ie liefe ftcb, grau SJiefceln nennen, toeil i&re §eöratb, 
mie fte fagtc, bor ©ort gefd)Ioffen fei), ©in ©olbat bon ber ßeib« 
comb. beS StgtS. b. $onob, SlnbreaS Süldj mar ©ebatter am 20. 
9fbril 80. Sllfo toieber ein paar elenbe ätnbtr n. SRäbdjen meljr 
in ber Seit! — ©mm fjüte bid) unb fdjlafc nid)t bei einem 
Spanne gleitf), ber bir bie db/ berfbridU 

3c. 58. SBatcr u. Sttnb t STceftmorf 1780. 

Slofjann »alenrin, ®ofm beS fcabib (?&erb>rb, domb- ©cblce- 
ftein, auö Gaffel et ur. dlifabett ßeb. Stibbel, ö?b. am 19. ©eb.ber 
80, get. am. 24. ©ebatter: SOal. $umburg, 93üd)fenmad>er beim 
Öeibregiment, auß daffel. 
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(Sba, £od)ter bcS ©ottfrieb fttp au3 Sieberfjaufen, geuer- 
tocrfer in ber Gomp. eitel, et ur. Wartha Gatt), geb. «üqcIcd au£ 
SUlenborf, geb. am 7. ©ep.bcr. 81. et eobem bie bon mir getauft, 
©ebattcrin: tfba, Gfjefrau be$ 2lrrilleriefned^$ Äafcman. 

(flifabrtff, £od)ter bed SSilljelm ©djtffer, (Somp. ©äjleeftein 
et uj. 2flaria SBilfjelmina, geb. §ande, geb. am 8. Öebr. 82. bei 
3flr. ^omnö $aff. get. am 10. ©ebatterin: Clif. ©Ijefrau beS 
©olbaten ©id)ler. 

törraabtere: 

Unna GfrtfHna, 5£od)ter bc§ ©eorg X^tl f öatain. ©raff. 
Gomp. $e|femüller et ur. Slnna SJiaria ßefyner auö $auffen, geb. 
am 27. 5ebr. 79. get. am 4. 2Rera. ©ebatterin: Sfnna Gfjriftina 
23efer au£ Sierenberg, Gfjefrau be$ ©ergeant ©antrf. 

«»ton, ©ob,n beS ^of). #enrid) $offer, Comp. $ob,enftein et. 
us. Gatf) Glifabetb, ©teuber au« <$riebett>alb, geb. am 6. 2Rera 
79, get. am 7. ©ebarter: Hnton ©genauer, Comp. Sceumon. 

5?lnno £orotfjea, £od)ter be* ^ob,ann Daniel Mmoroftn«, 
Unteroffider ber Gomp. P. Wallet u. SBagenmeifter beim Bataillon 
be ßinfing et ur. (Jlifabetl), geb. 23oeb,rfd}eib au§ SMelfungen. 
Anfang erblicfte ba£ ßidjt ber SBelt am 3. $uü 79, getauft am 5. 
©ebatterin: Slnna Dorothea, ©tjefrau be§ Gorporal ftoefyrfcfjcib 
ber Comp. 9Berf)S. 

("©ilficlin $lji(ipp, ©ob,n b. Xilman ^afob Sofepf b. änntpub. 
au* Sollen, Comp. b. ©all im üöartatllon be ßengerfe et ur. 
»nna Sioftna, geb. ©djeurlin au« §irfcb,felb, geb. am 18. 9lug. 79, 
get. am 20. ©ebarter: Hauptmann P. ©all.) 

Gail|. (SHiabetlja, Stoäjter beS Spanne« ©ö)ü*. au8 Stoßen, 
bürg, Gomp. be Stallet et ur. Stnna 2Raria fünfter au8 98ipper&. 
Gagen, geb. am 22. 5lug. 79, get. am 26. ©ebatterin : Gatb,. <£Itf., 
G&efrau be8 ©renarbier« flotlj. 

3ofjaune« 3rranst*riig, ©ob,n be£ Gl)riftopf $oljmülltr au3 

SJoroenben, Comp. P. SWaltet et uy. Stnna Storotljea, geb. ÄlauS, 
geb. am 19. £ea. 80, get. am 20. ©ebatter: ^ob,. grana ©ottlob, 
©renabier berf. Comp, au« SBüraburg, ftatyolif. 
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3ofja»n€8, @ob,n beS ©erwarb ftülgraff bon ©bberobe 2fmtS 
ffiifcenfjaufen, (Somb. b. 2»allet et wy. Slnna ©erbrutb, geb. Schief, 
geb. am 11. &ebr. 81. au Samaiea, gct. am 13. ©ebatter: %ob. 
@cf)üfc. 

Statut Galfj., £o$ter beS ftifolaS Sonlangier aus SKarftrcb, 
im Böhringen, Bataillon ööroenftein, bon ber 25it^furt|d)en Comp. 
((Eafct. SHingenber) et uj. Gljriftina, geb. 2flanen bon £reofa, 
geb. om 22. Slug. 81. gct. am 23. ©ebatterin: Slnna Gatf). 
Söitroe beS ©renabierS 2J?cnaIer aus Staufenberg. 

?Rgt. b. Sosberg: 

Slnna (Jfjriftina, Staufacugen: (Sonrab $affenbfrug et uj. 
«fnna (Sfjriftina. eitern: Sfabann ©denuS Wflb et uj. SBil&el. 
mina Seonora, auS ßbernfinben. ©eb. am 5. San. 79, get. am 
10. 

Sophia Bilfjetintita, Stöger be* Sobann §enrid) ©rage, 
Gorboral ber Gomb- be 2ttten48ofum, et trj. Sorotljea eiifabetf>a, 
geb. SWorife auS Srafe im fiibfcfjen. geb. am 21. San. 79. get. 
am 24. ©ebatterin: ©opljia SBiH). (£&efrau beS Corporate $aaf 
gebaebten 9tgtS. 

Süljelra 3ttftn8, @ob.n beS Sofjann g rn ft Hlljaitfen, @erge. 
ant et uy. Änna SRebcda, geb. g«br aus 9lmt #oi)a, geb. am 2. 
San. 79, get. am 5. 2aufeeugcn: 1. ©eorg 2B»IbeIm #elmc 
ri*, ßclbroebcl. 2. Solj. SuftuS $eibmütler, <£orboral berf. 
Comb- 

So&awt ^»enrid), ©ofm beS StoleiiHn 3fftrt, Surier bei ber 
ßeibcomb. et uy. SRaria Gatb. geb. $enfcl auS ßobenben. geb. am 
10. Slbril 79, get. am 11. ©ebatter: Soft $cnritt) Effert, Comb. 
SrebenS. 

£MHjrltnina fieonoro, Softer beS gribrid) Sonrab 9*4mrt)er 
aus Tecfbergen SlmtS ©Naumburg, Gomb. be ßoob'S, et uy. 
@obb,ia SBilljclmina, geb. 9?oIcer auS Senden, geb. am 1. gebr. 
80, g?l. am 6. ©ebatterin: 2SiII). ßcon., Gljefrau beS GanonicrS 
©alenuö 9J?at) aus Oberfirdjen. 

»tnette finete SKargaret|o, Softer beS ©corg $einri<$ grorf 
aus ©unberSblum in ber ©raffdjaft ßeintngen, Comb. ©Keffer 
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et ur. SWaria Gatt». ßeifncr aus äßcinelfcn in ber ^fala, geb. am 
30. $ca. 79, gct. am 6. Scur. 80. @ebattcrin: 5t. ß. 3Jc. @l)cfrau 
be8 ^üfilierd £rautnx'in einäbem coljortiä neenon centurioniS. 

Wgt. (groprina: 

Gailj. (£l)QT(otta, uneljelidieö Sliub ber Cornelia Jöatyenj au3 
9ienrt)crf, geb. am 7. £eb.ber. 79, get. am 13. San. 80, auf ©e« 
gefjren beS $erru Öieutu. Seljrer. 2Me Butter mar ein artige** 
junges 2ttäbd)tn, beren Sdjidjül mir redjt nalje ging. 3um Söater 
gab fte an ben $errn ßieutn. 2)eäcoubre3. Cr fjatte fie unter ber, 
für ein junge* SWäbdjen fo reiaenben, 5öerfprcd)uug ber ©l)e ju 
&all gebracht. — nid)tö Stteueö in Slmerifa — leiber ! 

91. 5Bater nafym 1783 feinen Slbfdneb, fycorateie baS 
SRäbdjen u. ging nad) 9coba ocotia. 
9Jßt. to. fhjsas: 

^ofjanaa, iRaTgeratlja, £od)ter be$ Örana Cfjriftobf SWon- 
flolb, Unteroffizier ber ßeibcomb. au$ ©fdjroege, et uj. Sfnna (Eatf). 
geb. ©ebtjarb, geb. am 4. SMcrj 80., get. am 7. ©ebatterin: 
Sfol). SWarg., e&efrau beS Kanoniers Conrab ©rofe. 

Qeneralftab: 

SRaria Glifabctf), £odjter be& $errn sprobiantbertoalterS 
SobamtcÄ ßberi au£ SÖabern et uy. SRaria ßtifabetf), geb. £e> 
lotraro au£ SRetmjorf, geb. am 2. ©eb.ber. 80, get. am 13. 5Die 
SWurtcr mar felbft ©ebatterin. £aufaeuge: ein guter $$i*unb 
bon itjnen namens (Samuel (£ambl>iel aus Stonnorf. 

91. Söefagte £fjefrau merbe bon mir nad) einem bor« 
bergegangenen adjttobdjigen Unterricht in ber reform. {Religion 
confirmiert am 25. ©ebber. 80. 

9t§t. to. $oao»: 

Sollanne*, ©ofm beS Tambour Stbam Sctpnecf et uy. Slnna 

SKart&a geb geb. am 18. 2Jcan 81, get. am 23. 

Oebatter: aJtuÄf. 3Eof}anne$ SDioT&aut bon berf. Comb. 

Slmia CttfaBetljo, fcodjter beS SoljanneS ©Keffer, Comb, $eb- 
mell et u%. änna CFliö., nee $ar£, beibe auS 9iomerSberg geb. am 
11. Sfan. 82, get. am 15. 3(of)amie$ Cmelotf) bon berf. Comb, 
bjeli bai ßtnb im Sfamen feiner ©djroefter 2tnna (£Iif. aur Xaufe. 
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3ot)ann ©eorg Jrctj, <3obn beS ftammerbienerS bei ®eneral« 
major b. Sojen Okorg 2lbolpb 5reb et ur. s ilnna Sftargaretba nee 
SRojentljal, fieb. am 6. D.ber. 81, get. am 17. ©ebatter: So&ann 
(George Söagner, ftammerbioncr bei ®r. C?^eIIeiia bem §errn ©en. 
Sieutn. Öaron d. ftnbpljaufen. 

?lnna (Hifabetfj, £od)ter beS Wllipp öümbdl, (Eomb. b. 
ßufelebcn, et u«;. %m\a (iltf., geb. v JJfluger aus Homberg, geb. am 
13. ^an. 82, gct. am 15. SftuSf. (lonrab Opfer aus $cbel bielt 
baS Äinb im tarnen beS SSaterS ©djiueitcr 31. @. ©ürnbell aus 
Sdjeffelborn jur Saufe. 

£>enridj 9teinl)arb £>trff)attt, ®ot)n beS SBcrncrt DiaTwut bon 
ber fieibcomä. et uj. Slnna öerbrutb, geb. ^irfbarb, beibe aus 
«§oljbaufen, geb. am 25. Januar §2., get. am 29. ©ebatter: 
2r-IbmebeI £enrid) Sicinbarb 9löm, comp. $enmel. 

Slnna ßatlj., £od)ter beS S^riftopb Stange aus Öodjten SlmtS 
ft'nenburg, Siift $iIbeSl)eim, Gomp. b. Surmb. et uy. (£atf). 
Sriberica aus Ulm. ©ebatterin: 21. Gatt)., ©beioeib beS 2flu£f. 
©rorg ©djroeöer bon berf. Comp. geb. am 12. %ebt. 82, get. 
am 17. 

(Sonfmnatianen: 

Slm 20. O.ber. 82 confirmierte ic^ bie (Slifabetlj £enj auS 
ÜSolmarSbaufen, Xod)ter beS Sob- taa öom SRgt. b'Slngenelli. 
Dem Vorgeben nad) toar fte 15. ^al)t alt. 58on mir genofe fie 
einen balbjäbngen Unterridjt in ber a^riftl. Religion. 

ft. 93. $iefe §anblung berridjtete id) in ÜWorriSboufe im 
Öcöfetm beS $errn ®en. SWajor b. ®ofen u. berfdnebener Offiaiere 
bom 9tgt. Britta Sari. 

ftriberica Sloftna ^acobi, Xodtfer beS berftorbenen Korporals 
Sriebrid) ^acobi, geb. am 17. 97iai 70. ju Königsberg, beren 
ÜZttutter (£atb. Sriocrica aus Ulm an einen ©olbaten, GHjriftopb 
©lange aus ßodjten, ©tift ^ilbeSbcim, bom JRgt. b. £)onob ber- 
bebratet mar, mürbe bon mir am 18. ÜRera. 84 ju (£batf>am in 
ber djriftl. Religion confirmiert in pleno 1 

Sluf Oftern am 31. SWera 77 confirmierte id) 2 Knaben bic fid) 
fd)on beim Sataillon b. SDftnnigerobe Ratten als Pfeiffer annehmen 
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laffen. Sie waren beibe ttinber, bie mit einem gefunben 93er- 
ftanbe bas befte $era berbanben. %d) Ijatte fic fdjon 9 9Bod)en in 
ber Sieligion unterrichtet, unb nie t>abe id) mit metjrerem 93er- 
gnügen als an biefen Stinbern gearbeitet. 5)ic örünbe unferer 
JHeligion bradjte id) itjnen fpielenb bei, liefe fie roenig auSmenbig 
lernen, unb bed), — roie biegfam ift ba£ menfd)lid)e #era, roenn 
man feinen redeten Sieden au treffen im Staube ift ! — lernten fie 
bie :Xroftfprüd)e auö ber iöibel unb bie 5 §auptftüde, olmc bafj id) 
mal)I barauf 311 bringen brauchte. „©£ ift eud) gut, fagte id) oft, 
meine ftinber, eö mirb eud) ma^l einen ÜDiut in ©efaf)reu unb 
einen £roft im Sterben aeben, roenn it>r fie euch, ins ©ebädjtniS 
präget," fo fagte id), unb bieS einaige SSort mar l)inlänglid) genug, 
itjrc aarten Seelen ju bemegen. «Sie machten mir bjer fdjon 
Sreube, mie grob mirb fie nidjt in ber ©roigfeit fetm! 2Jlbd)ten 
bod) meine fünftigen Sd)üler biefe Sreube machen, aU mir biefc 
erften mad)ten! 2)er ältere l)ic& 3of?anncä ttrüd, mar 1763 gu 
Hinteln geboren. Sein 9Sater mar ©renabier ber (£omp. b. SSBil« 
monSfn, $enrid) Srüd. $>er anbere 

2tm 19. 2Han 79 confirmierte id) ftribridj $eibeut«dj au« 

Hinteln, 14 jährig. 

Slm 10. aflan 80 confirmierte icb, im »enfeon ifjrer Leitern ein 
SKäbaVn toon 13 3a&r namens Slnna Glifobetlj öleim, gebürtig 
aus Reifungen an ber Sulba. £er 93ater: ^Mannes ©leim mar 
büttig aus $ersfelb u. ftanb als Pfeifer beim 9tgt. b. äfturbad), 
Comp, ü. fallet. $ie Üßutter: ©lifabetf) nee $flüger aus «Roben- 
bourg. 

9t. 33. tiefes 9J?äbd)en machte mir nid)t nur megen i&rer 
8eb,rbegierbe, fonbem aud) megen ifjrer äufeerlidjen SBobJanftänbig- 
feit nidjt menig greube. 

Wartha (flifabetl) ©Keffer au« $arle HmtS Selbberg, fo auf 
Stobennlanb bon $errn gelbprebiger Hümmel im %afyv 78 con- 
firmiert mar, allein fein teftimonium confirmationiS boraeigen 
fonnte, mürbe bon mir pracbiS eyamine unb auf eingcaogeneS 
Seugnte i^reS bamaligen $errn, beS ©cdermeifterS OftroalbS in 
fteronorf ab facram coenam abmittiret. STctum Sßeroborf am 12. 
iKai) 30. 
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ft. 23. £ie Leitern bie&en: JBater: ^o^ann $enridj ©d)acf- 
for, Sergeant im 9tgt. b. #b,ne. SKutter: 2lnna (Hifabetb, geb. 
Wittmar Don Singlid 2lmtS Dorfen, b. memoria: $err $farr 
ftümmcl tuar bamalS mit bem 9tgt. ü. $öne nad) ßbarlstomn. 

Äm 2. Oftertag 82. als am 1 Styrill mürbe üon mir ^rtori* 
Stmeroib auS Homberg, geb. im 9Wera 68, — folglid) nad) erreidv 
tem 14. Sabre, nad) ermorbener Kenntnis in ber djrijtl. ffieli^ijn 
— in öffentlicher Serfammlung bei SWarftonSmbarf conftrmiret. 
Xer Steter mer ©abitain b'armeS bei ber fieibcomb. beS StgtS. b. 
©onop namens ©eorg Sllmerotb. £ie SOTutter ^iefe: Ggibia 
Älmcrotb, bon #cr8felb gebürtig. 

ftnfjang: 

SIm 9. ©ept. 1776 mürbe id) burd) einen meiner Sfreunbe ge- 
beten, einem (Jinmobncr auf ber fiong-^dlanb fein 5 tägigeS &inb 
ju taufen, roeil ber Sßrebigcr mit ben Gebellen gegangen märe. 
3(d) nabm einigen Slnftanb, befonberS, ba id) in ber englifd)cu 
<3prad)e nodj fo feine Scrtigfeit errangt bobe, mid) ben ßeuten 
red)t berftänblid) $u madjen, allein enblid) fiegte baS ffebentlid)e 
Söitten ber SIeltern über meinen ©crupel. 3>d) ging bin unb taufte 
cS im öebfein eines 9tegimentSfelbfd)erS nad) unferer 9lrt. $)a* 
ßinb mar ein SWäbdjen. ©ie ©ebatterin biefe eitfabetb ^eaumenS 
unb nannte eS SRcrr*. <Der ©ater mar ein armer @d)ufter unb 
fjiefj Stomas £aner, bie 2ßutter Sfabella £aner. 2)cr Ort, mo 
fie mobnten, mar ein angenebmeS unb luftiges SDörfdjen gcrabe 
gegen Sfcm&orf über namens ©roflanb-Serrb. JBater unb 2Kutter 
meinten für greube über baS Olüct, bafe nun ibr geliebtes Jünb 
bnrd) ben Sxiufbunb in cbriftlidjc ©emeinfdjaft aufgenommen feq. 
$sbr SDhmb ffofj bon Segenmünfdjen gegen mid) über, u. ba fie 
nid)tS bitten, ibre $)anfbarfeit gegen mid) tbätig gu bemeifen, fo 
mufete id) ein bo-fteS @taS SSein mit ber ßinbbetterin trinfen. 
Song 5$Ianb im ßager bei Sroflanb-tJerrö 9. <5ept. 76. 
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GOETHE-HERRNHUT-AMERICA. 
By Professor Carl F. Schneider, Yale University. 

A short time ago while editing seven lelters of Varnhagen 
von Ense to J. P. Eckermann I chanced upon an exceedingly 
facinating descriptive poem, tucked away (Werke Bd. 5, pp. 
140-144) in the cumbersome "Apparat" of the Sophien Aus- 
gabe of Goethe's works. It was included in its entirety by 
the editors, partly because it threw the clearest light on one of 
Goethe's best Gelegenheitsgedichte — „Zum cinundzwanzigs- 
len Juni, Carlsbad 1808" — ; partly for its intrinsic value and 
naiv beauty. I cannot conceive of a more secure hiding place 
than a note to an occasional poem of even the most renowned 
authoi. Thus I was brought to think that this charming 
rhyme-epistle was very probably unknown in America. I have 
been strengthened in this belief through a careful perusal of 
most of the Standard Moravian works published in this coun- 
try. The piclure of pioneer Moravian missionary activities 
in Pennsylvania is so graphic and original that it deserves to 
be more widely known. 

How and when Goethe came into possession of this 
Moravian poem is unknown. A copy of the epistle in Riemer's 
handv/ritting lies in the family archives of the Count von 
Werthern auf Beichlingen. The title of the poem is written 
on a blue envelope in Riemer's hand ; on the back in an un- 
known hand the note — „von Tümmel aus Amerika erhalten. 
Das Original hat Goethe und dafür diese Abschrift selbst ge- 
fertigt." This however is an error ; the copy is most certainly 
in Riemer's hand. Goethe held this Reimepistel in unusually 
high esteem. (Biedermanns Gespräche; Bd. IV, S. 176). 

No doubt when Goethe read the epistle and noted the 
date 1771 his mind reverted to the days when he too stood in 
such close relation to the Moravian Brotherhood. His Frank- 
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furt and Strassburg days rose up beforc him with Susanna 
Katherine von Klettenberg and her religious circle, instead 
of many instances of his relation with the Brotherhood at this 
period I shall quote here but from one source, from one of his 
Strassburg letters to Fr. von Klettenberg dated Aug. 26, 1770: 

3jd) binn heute mit ber friftlichen ©emeine Eingegangen, mich 
an beS Herten ßeiben unb Xobt ju erinnern unb (Sie tonnen 
rathen, toorum ia) mich biefen Nachmittag unterhalten, unb einen 
fo faumfeeligen ©rief, enbltch im (Jrnfte treiben toill. 

ÜDlein Umgang mit benen frommen Seilten hier ift nicht gar 
ftarf, id) hatte mich im Anfange feJ^r ftarf an fie gemenbet; aber 
eS ift als ob eS nicht fein follte. (Sie finb fo bon $eraen lang« 
toeilig roenn fie anfangen, bafe eS meine ßebhaftigfeit nicht aus- 
halten tonnte. Sauter ßeute bon mäfigem SSerftanbe, bie mit 
ber erften SieligionSemafinbung, auch ben erften bernünftigen ©e- 
banfen badjten, unb nun meinen baS märe alles, meil fie fonft 
öon nichts miifen ; babei fo hällifd) unb meinem ©raffen fo feinb, 
unb fo firchlid) unb nünftlich, bafe — ich Shnen eben nichts weiter 
ju jagen brauche. 

It was rather a difficult matter to gather even a few hints 
about the life and acts of the Moravian missionary Christian 
Friedrich Gregor out of the Moravian literature which was 
accessible. However the few facts, prove not uninteresting. 
After the death of Zinzendorf 1760 at the synod convened in 
the castle of Marienborn on July 2, 1764, chosen men of the 
Moravian belief proceeded to f rame a Constitution on the basis 
of a theocratic republic. As first chosen the Directory, as it 
was entitled, consisted of John de Watteville, Spangenberg, 
Leonard Dobcr, D. Nitschmann, Böhler, Waiblinger, Christian 
Gregor and Wenceslaus Neisser. Gregor was also shortly 
clected to the Unity's Warden's Board. However most of his 
life seems to have been spent as a missionary and during his 
long wanderings he saw many parts of the world, but especi- 
ally did his duties lead him into the bye-ways of the world. 
In 1774 we find him visiting the new mission post of Sarepta 
in Astrakhan in order to aquaint the churches with the con- 
dition of its affairs, and to give the brethren at the outpost 
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assurance of adequate aid. He arrived there just a few days 
after the pseudo Peter the III Pugatcheff had made an attack 
with his Cossacks on the settlement. By a miracle the inhabit- 
ants had been saved from being put to the sword. 

His longest journey however was the one undertaken to 
visit the churches in America. In 1770 Gregor, John Loretz 
and Hans Chiistian Alexander von Schweinitz were commis- 
sioned to visit the American congregations in order to carry 
into effcct the principles of centralization adopted in Marien- 
born in 1769. 

On November 6, 1801, Bishop Gregor suddenly passed 
nway, overtaken by a stroke at the door of his d Welling. 

Gregor's name was kept alive among the Moravian 
Brethren through the Hymn-book which he rearranged, com- 
piled and perfected for the church service. Of this Hymn- 
book Burkhardt says in his Brüdergemeine : "Its author, who 
had become a member of the Unity in his 20th year, had 
grasped its spirit with clearness and warmth, and embodied it 
in both his music and his hymns. His task was necessitated 
by the character of the church's life, and its completion sup- 
plied a pressing want. The Unity had possessed its own hymn- 
book since 1735. The hymnal of that year had given expres- 
sion to the spirit then animating the church. Later it had 
been enlarged by a nümber of appendices, each of which in its 
day reflected the changing characteristics of the Unity. The 
excrescences of the forties had also found a voice in these ap- 
pendices, though many a hymn of permanent worth had been 
also bound up with them. The cautious sobriety of the fifties 
had renounced the extravagant hymnology and prohibited its 
employment. Zinzendorf while in London had undertaken to 
provide a new hymnal chastened in tone, which had appeared 
here in 1753 and 1754. But its bulk rendered it an historical 
collection of sacred songs, rather than a practically service- 
able hymn-book. Moreover, the process of correction had not 
proceeded with sufficiently far-reaching method. Hence for 
use in public devotions a compend had appeared under the title 

807 



Digitized by Google 



£>eutf4*9tnet:i!<tntf4e®eftiidH9&(ätter 

Gesang des Reigens von Saron. It contained only hymns of 
Moravian origin, and being in its turn increased by the ad- 
dition of appendices, served in a most unsatisfactory manner 
until 1778. A new hymnal was therefore now an absolute 
and unavoidable necessity. Gregor however accomplished his 
task so excellently that it remained in use in the churches for 
100 years. He added to the Brethren's hymns selections that 
were the collective treasure of Evangelical Christians, after the 
model of the hymn-book of 1735. The whole collection was 
massed into 60 groups with reference to the festivals of the 
Christian year and the needs of the religious life. Its year of 
publication was 1778, and a tune-book by the same author 
followed in 1784. Both were treasured in the congregations 
and among the Diaspora from generation to generation." 

It is evident that the hymnal played a most important 
part in the Services of the church. It seems highly significant 
that the first Moravian book which makes a deep impression 
on the supposed Fr. v. Klettenberg in "Bekenntnisse einer 
schönen Seele" is the Moravian hymnal. It cannot have been 
Gregor's because Katharine died in 1774. In „Bekenntnisse 
einer schönen Seele" we find this significant passage : 

„3$ bielt ben trafen für einen gor au argen Äefcer; fo liefe 
id) aud) ba« <£ber«borfer ©efangbud) bei mir liegen, baä mir Wlo 
aufgebrungen Ijatte. 

Sn bem bölfigen SKangel aller äufjeren C?rmuntcnmgSmirtel 
ergriff i<f> niie bon obngefäljr ba« gebaute ©efangbud) auf unb 
fanb su meinem (Srftaunen roirflid) ßieber barin, bie, freilitt) 
unter fefjr fettfamen ftrormen, auf baSjenige au beuten ftt)ienen, 
ma§ id) füljlte; bie Originalität unb ftaibetät ber 9Cu«brücfe 30g 
mid) an. eigene ©mpftnbungen fd)ienen mif eine eigene SBeife 
auögebrücft; feine ©d^uI-XerminoIogic erinnerte an etwa« Steife« 
ober ©cmeineS! 3d) toatb überaeugt, bie ßeute füllten, toa« id) 
füllte, unb td) fanb mid) nun febr glüeflid), ein fot$e* Serben 
in« @ebäd)tm« au faffen unb mid) einige Stage bamtt au tragen." 

In the first Harfner scene in Wilhelm Meister Goethe 
describes the congregational singing among the Herrenhuter 
in a most characteristic manner: 
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„SBer einer SBerfammlung frommer SWenfaien, bie fidj abge. 
fonbert bon ber ftirdje, reiner, bcralidjer unb geiftreidier au er. 
bauen glauben, beigemobnt bat, . . mirb fidj erinnern, mie ber 
Siturg feinen SBorten ben SSerS eines (SefangeS angubaffen roeifc. 
ber bie ©eele babin ergebt, mobin ber Siebner münfdjt, bafe fie 
tbren Srlue nebmen möge, wie balb barauf ein anberer auS ber 
©emeinbe in einer anberen SWelobie, ben $erS eines anberen 
Siebes hinzufügt, unb an biefen mieber ein brittcr einen brirten 
anfnüjjft, mobureb. bie berroanbten Sfteen ber Öieber, auS benen 
fie entlebnt ftnb jroar erregt merben, jebc ©teile aber burdj bie 
neue Sßerbinbung neu unb inbibibuelt mirb, als roenn fie in bem 
9higenblicfe erfunben morben märe; moburdj benn aus einem bc- 
fannten Äreife bon ^oeen, aus befannten ßiebern unb ©brücben, 
für biefe befonbere ©efellfd?aft, für biefen Sfugenblicf ein eigenes 
©anaeS entftebt, burd) beffen ®enufe fie belebt, geftärft unb er- 
quieft mirb." 

I have dwelled rather at length on Gregor's activity as a 
hymn-writer and on the importance of the hymn in the 
Moravian service, because I feit that Gregor must have been 
a man of more than ordinary poetical talent, as one may 
judge from his exceedingly "anmutige Reimepistel." 

Before proeeeding to the poem, I want to commend to 
your careful attention the prose description of Gregor's pil- 
grimage to Friedenshütten in Penn, as found in George Henry 
Loskiel's "History of the Mission of the United Brethren 
among the Indians in North America." Strickendorf in 
Livonia, 1788. The two versions agree beautifully on all 
salient points. 

"In the month of May 1771 Friedenshütten was visited 
by the Brethren Christian Gregor and John Loretz, who some 
time ago arrived from Europe to hold a Visitation in all the 
Brethren's Settlements in North America. Bishop Nathanael 
Seidel aecompanied them from Bethlehem, a man known and 
highly respected by many of our Indians, who expressed ex- 
traordinary joy at their visit. The joy of the two European 
Brethren was great indeed. They saw here for the first time 
a flock of Christian Indians, and could not sufficiently praise 
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and thank God our Savior, for the gracious work begun 
among these nations, supported amidst so many and heavy 
trials, and miraculously preserved, although exposed to so 
many threatening and imminent dangers. 

They devoted their whole time and labor to the service 
of the two congregations in Friedenshütten und Cheksheqtian- 
nink, conversed with every individual, and delivered several 
powerful discourses, especially during the Whitsuntide holi- 
days; the Interpreters translating their words with great ex- 
aetness. They baptized several Indians, visited every family, 
and both their conversation with individuals, their public 
ministry and their benevolent behavior, tended to the edifica- 
tion and blessing of all the inhabitants. They likewise 
examined into every particular relating to the inward and out- 
ward State of the mission, and in this view held several con 
ferences with the missionaries and the Indian assistants. On 
the return of these visitors and their Company to Bethlehem, 
the Indians took leave of them with the most cordial expres- 
sions of love and gratitude, recommending themselves to the 
prayers and remembrance of all the Brethren in Europe." 

SHeiner Xodjtcr Cbrifttane «reoortn jm ilircm eilften (HeftartStage len 
13. Ortober 1771, au* «eWebem nadj J&errnb»t. 

SReine riebe (Fbriftet, beuer friegft bu &tvat 
•Seine fteftepiftel, tuic bie Iefcte toax, 
Sic id) bir form $abre au§ ber See gefanbt, 
Senn bermalen fabre id) auf trotlnem £aub; 
9Ibcr beffentroegen follft bu, luenn id) !ann, 
Tod) &um ^abreSfeaen einen $ricf empfabn; 
Unb ben foUft bu iriegen burdj bieft febjone SSIatt 
SaS bir aum Vergnügen bunte JHänber bot. 

Crftlid) qrüft' id) bilig bidj fron ©runb ber Secl'n, 
Unb nadjbcm fo roiU idj bir nud> roa8 eraäbl'n 
5Pon bc3 $eilanb§ ©ad)e in ?tmerifa, 
Unb toal id) fonft madje hier unb bort unb ba. 

3?ctfilebem bierüben, über'm Ocean, 

Seb' idj juft roie brüben unfer ßerrnbut an, 

V!l-:- be£ £>eilanb§ Certdjen baS im fianbe leudji't 

Unb fein ©Iumengärtdjen ba8 ibm lieblid) bäudjt. 

KtU dbör' unb (Halfen baben baran 3^eil, 

Unb auf ibren ®affen fpürt man grieb' unb $eit; 

?lud) oiel liebe SUeine finb bier gnabenreief). 

Sie idj inSgemcinc fdjön gegrüßt üon eud). 
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ft-clb unb SBalb unb (Segenb ftebt au8 toie ein ßanb 
Ta3 bcr #err gefegen't bat mit milber $anb. 
Sfa^arctb beftgleidjen, (£briftian8*$runn aumal 
£at fo 2egen8*Sftd)en, toie ou«^ WnabemTbal; 
ßitifc, beinah oieraig 27? eil' oon SBetblebem, 
Wrünet unb formtrt fid^ audj redjt angenebm, 
Unb näcbft biefen lieben gibt'3 nod) manche <Stabt 
Unb mand) S?anb bierüben ba8 ©emeinben bat. 
Cin8 ift unter onbern roo'i ©ebirge raud)t 
Unb man bin^uioanbern ftarfe prüfte braudjt, 
?In ber Sufquebanna, einem groften Aluft, 
SBo man inbifet) SRanna ftampft unb effen muft: 
(£8 beißt Arieben8bütten in ber Reiben fianb, 
SBo un3 bin^ubitten man laum tbunlid) fanb. 
SBeil ber SBeg befcbioerlid) auf unb nieber gebt 
Unb e3 oft gefäbrlid) um'8 ©eroäffer ftebt. 
Tod) im SRah Oonfübrten id)'8 unb Soren^ fdjnell, 
Taft mir 'nauf marfdtfrten mit SRatbanael, 
SRebft uier ^nbianem bie mir berbefamen 
Unb 311 SBegcbabnern banlbar mit und nabmen. 
£unbert fiebrig Steilen bat man bis babin 
Ueber maneben fteilen ^Jfab binauf au flieb/n, 
Unioegfame ©änge bie oon ?fel* unb ©tein 
#oIprid)t, tüäffrig, enge unb oft bunfel fetjn. 
(?ine SBelt Doli »erge mo oft grofce #öbn 
Tod) nur toie bie Stoerge gegen gröftre ftebn. 
Taufenbjäbr'ge ioilbe unb getoift nod) nie 
SBobnbare ©efilbe criftiren bte. 
ftmmerroäbrenb 9Bätber. bie fid) laum berlier'n, 
C&ne $au8 unb ftelber muft man burd) paffir'n. 
.ftirfd)' unb 93ärc mobnen bier burdj'8 gan^e Jobr 
Hub 3U SWinionen tnilber Rauben <sd)aar; 
^tem VUapperfdjlangen unb ber Ärt ©efdjroäna 
ftaben ba feit langem ibre SRefibena; 
?tMer, milbe flauen. gud)8 unb SSölfe aud) 
Unb ma8 fonft nod) Tateen bat aum Tifcbgebraud): 
?lber 9J?cnfd) unb Käufer trifft man nirgenbS an. 
Ta bolt man fid) 5Heifer brauf man fcblafen fann, 
Webt biemäefift gefdbminbe bitfe 93äume fcbäl'n 
Unb baut au8 ber Wnbe fid) ein $au8 au8 ^fäbl'n, 
HWvtr ein madreS fteuer üor bie fitntertbür, 
£013 ba8 feinen Treuer loftet ift g nug bier; 
Tenn e3 liegen SSränber fo bielfältig 'nun 
Taft fid? garyc ßänber mannen tonnten brum. 
SRan erricfjt't fein Tädöel au ber Äbenbfrreu 
Werne fco ein «ädbel Iieblid) raufdjt Oorbei, 



Unb fid) bamit labe, toenn man müb' unb matt. 
SBarru ©etränf unb (Jffen bangt aud) nabe bran, 
Taft man'8 niebt oergeffen nod) entbebren fann: 
Tenn bon ©aftbof8füd)en ift auf biefer Seit' 
Kleine Spur au riedjen bunbert SHeilen meit. 
ftrüb roirb, toenn ba« .^odjen mannen TranfS oorbei, 
SBieber aufgebrod)cn Oon ber ^ilgerftreu, 
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11 nb man brofcquiret unter tfobgefang, 

Ter bem £>erm gebiUjrct, fröbltdj fernen ®ang. 

2Bo auf mandjer Stelle Ström' im SEBcne fetm 

Stürzen SBafierfälle über Storf unb Stein; 

Solare (man IjeiRt'S itrbfcn) toerben burebgcroat't, 

SBcil man feine 33rücfcn mie in Tcu:fd)Ianb bat. 

Hl8 mir enblidj bei bec Sufquebanna umr'n, 

Sinb mir bollenbs meiter im (Fanot aefabr'n 

viuf bcS Stromes bitten bis 311m fünften £ag, 

Ta uns ftriebenSbüttcn cor ben ?lugcn lag. 

9?un, ben 5Mid ber ftreuben, ja bien. Jjeftgeftdjt 

Bon befebrien Reiben, baS bergefo' idj nidfjtl 

9HcS ftanb am Stranbc, jung, alt. grofe unb Hein 

Unb bieft uns am ßanbe frob roilllommen fetm; 

Tann blieb bor Vergnügen über ben flufprudj 

?llle Arbeit liegen, unb um ben SJcfudj 

SRedjt 5U eelebriren fünf fed&S Jage lang. 

llnb mir fübUen ibren fel'gen $eraen£gang, 

Ralfen fie bebienen täglid) auf bcm Saal, 

ßieltcn aum mit ibnen fedjS beil'g' Slbenbmabl. 

©rügten Töduer, Söbnc aum abari nambem 

9?odj bon £>errnbut fdjöne unb bon SJctblcljem. 

(ES ftnb liebe £eute, fjcrrlidj bon ^erfon, 

SBader unb gefd)eibte, braune Nation. 

Taraus ftellt ber £>cilanb ein Crembel bar, 

SBie eS eben meilanb bei'n Slboftcln mar. 

UnS ging obne ftrage SJUmb unb Seele auf 

Unb am ißfingfrfcfttage mar auef) eine Sauf, 

SBeldje mir mit greuben an fünf unter ibn'n 

Sdjon ermadirnen Reiben balfen mit bollaieb'n. 

Slnton mar ber eine, ben 9iaibanaclS $anb, 

Saeob, ben bie meine überfrrömt, genannt. 

?luf SorcnjenS $arte fam SÜmotbeuS, 

Unb ^aultn' unb SRartbe taufte Sdjmibt *wn Sdjlufe. 

Slud} ein braunes JHnbel tauft' tdj lefcrrcn Sag, 

TaS in feinet SBinbel barauf roarienb lag, 

SBeldjeS im ftofjanne nannt' unb, mic man foü, 

Unferm 2Ratter*2Ranne bcr^Iid) ancmpfobl. 

Tarauf aog'n mir mieber mie binauf borbem 

Unfern 2Bcg b>rnicbet bis nadj ©etblebcm, 

Tanfbat unb jcrfloffen über aUcS baS, 

SBaS mir bort genoffen in fo reitbem SHafe. 

Unb nun bin id) fertig mit Grääbl'n befe alTn, 

vTber audj gemärtig, bafo bir'S mirb gefaU'n 

Unb bir rlnlafj geben, bat &u gern bon neu'n 

Unb burri: : gamje Seben mtrft beS Herren feb,n: 

Tenn menn $eibenfinber ibn gern lieb roon'n Wegen, 

Soll'S eud) roobl ntdjt nrinber an bem #er»cn liegen, 

Tie ibr min^ig Heine fdjon bcm £">erm gemeibt 

Unb bei ber ©emeine in ber pflege feijb. 

9hm idj boff' unb münfdbc bir 41t beinern fteft 

Taft bn bidj biefo ^nb'fdje fiieblcin reiben läßt, 

Sjfötn auf biefer (frben alle Jage mebr 

3um $Iafü au merben; benn er liebt eudj febr. 
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Seine SJIutfttiem' regne aud) auf bid^ berat) 
Unb fein £et3e fegne bid) bis in baS ®rab. 
Wlit bem SBunid) üofl £iebe grüfot bid) bein tyapa 
Unb aus gleid)em X riebe tbut'ä aud) bie SRama. 
ÖJrüfee bübfd) bort brüben in $crmljut8 Siebter 
SUIe unfre hieben aärtlid) bon un« t)ter: 
fienel, Nortel, fiiefel, ftrifc unb wen bu baft, 
2Wubme SWartbe .Stiefel unb roer fonft nod) pafet. 
Sdjltcs' im Scbroeftembaufe unb im SNäbdjenbauS 
92id)t$ obn' eine $auie allenthalben aus. 
Unb nun mill jum ©djluffc ^efu SBunbenböbl'n 
2Jfit bem ^ar.ften Muffe id) bir ancmpfehTn.*) 

©etblebcm, im Sunt) 1771. ©regor. 



•) This charming "Epistel" vvhich Goethe imitated in his poem An 
Sylvie von Ziegesar, was printed for the first timc in the poet's Nach- 
gelassene Werke 47, 105AF. See von Loeper's note in The Hetnpel- 
edition of Goethe's Werke III, 328— Editor. 
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ftettr #afenclebet an8 $etnfd)eib'(Ibringbanfen, ein bentfdjer 
Äanfntann im 18. SaWanberi (1716—1793).* 

Eon UniberfitätSbtofeffor ®r. Hbolf $afencleber, 

$alle a. b. <5. 

L 

Sttßtnb nnb »ufentljatt in ©panien. 1716—1763. 

SBor menigen Senaten erfdnen in ©Eberfclb ein 93ud) bor 
STuguft Samberg: „93ergifd)e SWänner. ©in Beitrag jur ®e- 
fd)td)te ber Heimat". bebanbelt biograbbifd} im ganzen 59 
Sperfönlitbfciten, meiere im bergifdjen ßanbe eine bebeutenbe SBirf- 
famfeit entfaltet baben. 9ttd)t aufgenommen mürben foldje $er* 
fönlidtfeiten, „roelcfje jroar im SBergifdjen geboren finb, ben 
(Scfjmerpunft it)re§ SBirfenS aber nad) aufeen tierlegten" ; au biefer 
lefcteren Kategorie jablt unaroeifelf>aft ber bergifdje Raufmann, 
über beffen biel betaegteS, mecbfelreidjeS ßeben ia) Sbnen beute 
berieten möchte. 

Sfd) gebe in ber Stnnabme mobl nidit febt, bafe ben aller* 
meiften bon Sbnen Sftame unb $erfönlid)feit Sßeter $afencleber§ 
böllig unbefannt finb. Unb bod) befifcen mir über u?n eine auf 
leiber berloren gegangenen autobiograbbifeben Sfufaeiämungen 
beru^enbe, red)t anaiebenbe 2ebenSbefd)reibung ; aber fie ift bor 
mebr als 125 ^abren, i m g a bre 1794, im fernen ßanbSbut in 
©djlefien in einer befebränften STnaabl bon @jemblaren erfdjienen. 
niemals in ben Suaibanbel gefommen unb beäfyaXb beute nabelt 

" "*n 

*) Vortrag, gcbalten im 93ergifd)en ®efd)id)t§t>erein in Gtberfelb am 
7. Cttobtz 1921. Cuellenbelege im einzelnen f)alv idj nidji angeführt* 
ba idj ba3 oon mir gefammefte SRaterial über ^cter §afenclet?er in 
lüraefter ftrift in einet spubWation „$eter §af endetet (1718—1793). 
teine JBiograpbie unb feine ©riefe" bei Sriebridj Hnbtca« ^ettbeS in 
'So;!ia, im Huftrag ber gamtlie ftafencle&cr in föemfd)eibs(Jbringf)aufen 
berauggeben roerbe. Ginc auSfiifjrlidje 5eben3bejd)reibung $eter §afen« 
cleferS 311 fdjreiben, bebalte id? mir oor; bod) bebarf e8 baau umfang* 
rcidjet, augenblidlid) Iaum butdrfübrbarer tyotfdmngen in beutfdjen, eng* 
Ii r cfjen unb amerifani|djcn Hrdjibcn unb SHMiotfjcfen. 
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bcrfdjollen. Sobann f)aben mir Don ibm eine gröfeere 2tnaal)I bon 
«riefen unb 2>cnffd)riften, bornefjmlid) über bie politifdjen, mirt- 
fdjaftlidien unb fulturcHcn ^uftanbc in ben englifdien Slolonien 
SßorbamcrifaS mäljrenb ber HOer ^abre bes 18. 3af)r()unbertS, 
gebrutft 3. Z. im Stnbang jener SMograpbie, 3. X. in ben ber- 
fduebenfteu gehörten unb miffenfdmftlidicn 3eitfd)Hften beS 18. 
^afjrbunberts, mithin beute aud) nur in größeren iöibliotbefen 
auf3upnben unb 311 erhalten; unb fd)liefjlid) bat ^etcr ,§afenclebct 
felbft aur gebor gegriffen, um im ^cfyvc lll'-i und) beut Bufam- 
menbrud) feiner amerifauifdjen llnterncbmungen in einer in ßon^ 
bon in euglifdjer Spradje berauögcgcbenen 3)enfid)rift an ben 
englifdien Münig unb baS engliftfjc Parlament feine £anblung8- 
meifc in einem Ü3ud) bon 9G Seiten 311 uerteiöigen unb 311 rcdit» 
fertigen. 3lber biefeS für feine Biographie fo miditige 9Berf 
fdjeint, menn mir bon einem bürfttgen SluSaug in einer beutfeben 
Seitfdjrift beS 18. 3al)rf)uni>ertS abfeben, böllig berfajmunben 31t 
fein. $n feiner beutfd)en unb englifdien Söibliotbef ift es beute 
nod) borbanben, unb als eS mir enMid) geglütft mar, baS SBor» 
banbenfein eines ISyempIarS in ber 9?euen SBelt, in ber Staats« 
bibliotfyef 3U SJlbann, feftanft eilen, mürbe mir bor menigen 
SBodjen ber nieberfdjmettcrnbe 9?efd)eib, bafe im ^atjrc 1911 bei 
bem Söranbc ber ©ibliotbef aud) biefcS fo feltene 23ud) bem ber« 
Ijeerenben Gfemcnt mit 3um Cpfcr gefallen fei. 

©efjcn mir bon feiner ^ugeub — - feinen ßebrjafjren — ab, 
fo teilt ftd) fein 2eben in brei fdjarf abgegrcn3te Venoben ein : tu 
feine faufmännifd)e Stätigf ett in Portugal unb Spanien, in ßiffa» 
bon unb Gabi3; in feine amerifamfdie (fpodie, bie Seit, mcldjc, 
rein äufjerlicb, betrad)tct, ben Otfau3puuft feiner ganaen SBirffam 
feit bebeutet unb fein eigenes 93efen am beften erfennen Iäfjt; unb 
bann folgt natf) bem nicfjt oljnc eigene Sdmlb erfolgten S"fantmem 
brud) biefer grofe angelegten Untemebmungen ber borfidjtige, 
langfaine SSieberaufbau als ßeinmanbfabrifant in Sd)Iefien mä> 
renb ber lefcten 18 Safjre feines ßebenS. 

lieber bie 3>ugenb ^cter $afenclebers finb mir red)t menig 
unterriditct. l?r mar geboren 3U 9temfcb,eib'Grh^ingf)aufen am 24 
ftobember 1716 als ber ältefte Soljn üon elf tfinbern beS Äauf« 
mannS unb Stab,!- unb Gifenfabrifanten Sutljer #afenclcber unb 
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ber Sllara «§afencleber geb. WioU, ber £od)ter beS iöürgermeifterS 
unb gabrifantcn bon feinen 2üd)ern in fpanifd)er 2Mlc Bieter 
9WoIl in tfennep: fo beuteten fid) bereite in feiner Slbftammung 
gemifferniafeen bie (rrmerbsmege feiner fünftigen beruflidjen 
£ätigfeit an. 

©eine Sd)ulbiümng geuofe er bom 10. bis 14. ^atjrc in 
ßeunep; allju grünblid) mirb fie nidjt gemefen fein, meun mir feine 
oft rctt)t millfiirlidjc Crttjöflrabljic in fpätern ^aljren als 2TCafeftnb 
beranaieben. greilid) iniiffen mir bebenfen, bafe er lange ^abr- 
aebntc im 9luelanbe gelebt bat, bafe er feit 1745 mit einer Gng» 
länberin berbeiratet mar, bie, feit 1757 meift bon ibm gerrennt in 
(Jnglani lebenb, fid)er nid)t ibm an Öiebe fid) ber Ülftübc unter« 
jogen bat beutfd) au lernen. 9ted)bem er fid) in Solingen einige 
rbeoretifdje faufmännifd)e JReuntniffe angeeignet battc, mad)te er 
bom 14. Safjrc an brei Sab^re lang im ©tabjljammer feinet SSaterS 
eine Ijarte ßeljre burd): £er 93ater ging bon bem ridjtigen ©runb« 
fafc auS, bafe ber tüd)tigc Sabrifant nur burd) eigene ^raytS 
grünblid)e SBarenfenntniS ermerbeu fönne. @o liefe er ben (Sobn 
bon ber Sßife auf als fiebrling bienen. Sie Slrbeit im ©tabl- 
bammer „bauerte bom borgen früb um 5 Ubr bis abenbS um 
9 Ubr faft ununterbrochen fort (ein boppelter 9td)tftunbentag), baß 
Sfrübftüd unb SWirtagSbrot mürbe ftebenb unb auS ber §anb ge» 
geffen. (£rft abenbS genoffen bie Arbeiter mit Stube eine orbent« 
litfje SWablaeit." Heber bie ©eminnung bon 5ad)fenntniffen r>in- 
aus bebeuten biefe ^abre für $etet $afencleber eine ©tärfung unb 
Stäblung feines gefamten Organismus, bie ibn fpäter befähigten, 
bie grofeen 33efd)merbcn feiner roeiten Steifen in fremben, oft redjt 
unmirtlid)en Sänbem mübeloS in ertragen. 

(£S folgen bie $$abre bis 1742, in benen er bornebmlid) auf 
Steifen in Sranfreid), meift au 5ufe bis 3ur fpanifdjen Oirenae, bie 
Sntcreffen beS bäierlidjen @efd)äfis mabrnabm, nidjt obne ©rfolg ; 
aber ba burd) roibrige Umftänbe bie ©efdjäftc beS SteterS ein- 
gefdiränft merben mufeten, befdjtofe ^Seter §afenclebcr, einen 
größeren JätigfeitSbereidj au fud)en, um, allein auf fid) geftellt, 
fein ©lud a« madjen. 

SCaS Gnnaelne übergebe id); baS Ergebnis mar, bafe er nad) 
Steifen in Portugal unb (Spanien im Auftrage eines STadjen^urt- 

316 



Digitized by Google 



$eutf$*S(meri!antfd)e<Bef$t<&tibIätier 

fdjeiber Kaufes — ber Snljaber mar ein 5ßermanbtcr bon ibm — 
fid) mit einem Leiter unb nad) beffen £obe mit beffen Erben in 
üiffabon im £ul)re 1715 unter ber girma X*ang & $afencleber 
nieberlieft. 

S3is }um oQ^re 1763 bat er, allerbing§ mit Unterbrechungen, 
auf ber tberifdjen #albinfel gelebt, bis 1750 in fiiffabon, bon ba 
ab in Gabis. töerabe ber Wufentljali in biefer (enteren ©tabt ift 
für feine (fntmidlung als Staufmann bon gröfeter Söebeutung ge» 
luorben. immer mieber fommt er in feinen fbäteren ßebenS- 
jähren auf bie reidjen Erfahrungen aunief, meiere er fyiet gefam* 
melt fjat; man fann beobadjten, bafj, menn er tl)eoretifd)e ßeit 
fäfee über bie 3lu£bilbung beS SiaufmannS aufstellt, ilnn meift 
nid)t feine (rrlebniffe in 9lmerifa, fonbem biejenigen in Gabia 
borfebroeben. 

Unb ßabij mar um bie ÜOTitte beS 18. 3af)rbunbert§ in ber 
5£at bamad) angetan, einem rührigen STaufmann mit offenen 
Äugen unb boll bon Unterneljmungögeift reiche Anregung au bie» 
ten. Die ©tobt felbft mar nidjt befonberS anfeljnrid): „Die 
meiften ©trafeen ber ©tabt", fo urteilt ein 3citgenoffe auS eigener 
Slnfdjauung, „ftnb enge, frumrn, fctjlet^t gebflaftert unb fotig; 
einige aber finb breit, gerabe unb mit gutem ^flaftcr berftfjen." 
„Die SBörfc bon Gabia ift", fo Reifet eS in einer anbem Keife- 
befdjreibung, „Hofe eine ©trafee, bie an ben SKarft ftöfet, calle 
nueba genannt. GS ift aber megen bcS bielen &otS feljr befa^mer- 
lid), ba au fteben. GS ift aud) feine gcroiffe 3eit für bie ©efcbäffc 
beftimmt, unb baber finbet man bie angefebenften ftaufleute eher 
in ifjren Kontoren als auf ber Sörfe." Die Ginmofmerfcbaft be- 
trug ungefähr 70,000, barunter biel Sftifdjblut, fomie ein Drittel 
ber ©efamtaabl Örembc. Diefe legieren mürben bon ber fbani- 
fdjen ^Regierung befonberS begünftigt; fie hatten eigenen ©erichlS« 
ftanb unmittelbar unter bem QJoubemeur, fie erfreuten fid) toll- 
freier einfuhr bon fämtlidjen 2Baren für ihre Haushaltungen; 
für auSlönbifcbe Sßroteftanten unter ihnen Beftanben grö&ere Sc- 
heiten als fonft irgenbroo in bem bigotten ©banien. 

Die SBebeutung bon Gabia bcrul)tc barauf, ba& eS feit 172C 
bauemb ber ©ife beS inbifrf)en ÄommerafoIIegiumS mar. GS ift 
ber amerifamfdje #anbel, melier ber <Stabt biefe bebeutenbc 
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Stelle gibt, baS fogenannte 2Honopolfnftem, jenes Snftem ftreng- 
jtcr unb einfciria.ftcr mirtfd)aftlid)er ttonaentration, monad) nur 
toon Spanien, unb in Spanten nur Don (Sabij auS, unb Don ©abij 
auS nur burd) Spanien faufmänuifaie öefdiäfte mit ben Srolonien 
in 9lmerifa betrieben werben bitrften. 

I5in äonnniiftonSgcfdjQft gröfeten Stils batte ftc^ Ijier ent- 
mirfelt, tedjnifd) Ieid)t 31t tjanbbaben öon bem einaelncn, obne au 
ftarfeS SÖerluftnfif 0 ; babnrd) merfmürbig, bafj bie eigenrlid)en 
§anbeltreibenben in ben Jtorrcfponbenaen uoltig aurüdftraten, bic 
.§anbelSgefd)äfte burd) einen fpanifdjen Öaftor in oft ebrenamt* 
lidjer SBertrauenSftellung, ber nur törief unb Öafturen au unter« 
aeidjncn tjatte, erlcbigt mürben. „(?S finb feine ßeute glüdlidjer 
bierfelbft", fdjreibt 33üfd)ing, „als bie Äaufleute, benn biefe magen 
feiten ibr eigenes SBermögen unb bereidjern fid) auf Unfoften ber- 
jenigen, meldje ibnen SBaren fdjicfen. SS mag geben, mie eS »in, 
fo leiben fie feinen Schaben." 

©in Urteil, immerhin etmaS fummarifd) unb oprimifrifd): 
benn gerabe ^Jeter $afencleuer follte in ben erften 3>Q*)ren feinet 
SlufentbaltS in Gabij erfahren, bafe felbft Ijier ben Kaufmann 
mibrige Greigniffe treffen fönnen: ein drittel feine« in baS ©e* 
fd)äft gefteaten fiapitars tjatte er in furaer 3eit eingebüfet. «ber 
als er burd) auSgebcbnte Keifen in ben meiften Öänbem Europa* 
fia) eine umfaffenbe Kenntnis beS SeinmanbbanbelS ermorben, als 
er burd) perfönlid)e Söeaiebungen alte ©efdjäftSuerbinbungen be* 
feftigt, neue angefnüpft hatte, als eS ifjm gelungen mar, juDer- 
Iäfftge, gcfdmftsfunbige Scanner als Seilbaber 311 geminnen, 
famen aud) für ibn bon 1756 an bie 5fabre ber (£rnte, ja, eine 
(£pod)e reidifter (£rnte. Sein 33iograpb Perfiebert unS, bafe in ben 
^aljren 1756 — 1779 in feinem ©efdfjäft „mebr als eine Sttillion 
SEaler rein ©elb gemonnen morben, ein Sfabr umS anbere etliche 
Pieraig SCaufcnb SEaler." 

innere unb äufjcre ©rünbe baben $eter §afencleDer be- 
mögen, CSabia au Perlaffen, obne ba& er freilief) auS ber bortigen 
§anblung Pöllig ausgetrieben märe, C£r felbft febeint baS borrige 
Stlima niebt öertragen au baben ; bcfonberS aber feine ©attin fyattc 
fid) fd)on im %al)Te 1757 auS SRüdfid)t auf U)ie ©efunbbeit ge» 
atoungen gefeben, bauernb ibren SBobnftfc nadj Snglanb, nadj 
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turnen in ber Sßähe bon ßonbon, au berlegen. Um mit feiner 
Sfamilie ttrieber Vereint au fein, befälofe er, ihr au folgen unb fi(f) 
in ©nfllonb naturalificrcn au laffen, ba er nur bann, toenn er 
Untertan ber britifchen Sftone mar, bon CFnglanb auS felbftänbig 
$anbel treiben burfte. SDenn ein gewaltiges Unternehmen hatte 
er im Sinn, burd) beffen SBerhrirflichung er im l)öd)ften Sinne fid) 
baS englifche Bürgerrecht nicht nur materiell burd) Sahlung ber 
feftftehenben (Gebühren, fonbern auch ibeell burd) Hebung be8 
englifdjen SßationaltoohlftanbeS erroerben au können hoffte. 

II. 

$rter $afencleber oft Unternehmer in ben englifd)« Kolonien 
Borbatnertra*. 1764—1773. 

Schon feit längerer 3ett hatte ^Seter $afencleber bei Schiffs- 
fabitänen unb ßaufleuten, welche bie »irtfdjaftlidjen unb ^anbete- 
berhältniffe in ben englifchen Kolonien KorbamerifaS auS eigener 
9lnfd>auung fannten, ©rfunbigungen über biefe @ebiete eingeaogen 
unb er hatte in Erfahrung gebracht ba& bort reiche ©ifen- unb 
©ratager in ber unmittelbaren Stahe bon unerfchöbflichen Sal- 
bungen unb bon toeit hinauf fchiffbaren Sflüffen $u billigten 
greifen borhanben feien. 2)a er aubem errechnet hatte, bafe 6ng- 
Ianb jahraus iahrein an baS HuSlanb, befonberS an Sdtfoeben, 
für bie bon bort eingeführten ©rae — 40,000 Sinnen (Stangen 
Sifen — gemaltige Summen bezahlte, ftanb fein @ntfd}lu& feft, 
berfönlich in bie SReue SBelt hinüberaufahren, um bort CEifentoerfe 
au begrünben unb in SBerbinbung bamit biejenigen Stohbrobufte 
au getoinnen, bon beren Ausfuhr nach (£nglanb er für fid) unb 
für alle bieienigen, mdche an feiner Unternehmung fich beteiligen 
moUten, grofeen ©enrinn eraielen au fönnen hoffte. 

itteun §ahre feines ßebenS, Sfahre aum Steil angeftrengtefter 
unb aufopfernbfter SCätigfeit, bon 1764 — 1773, h<*t $eter #afen- 
cleber biefen amerifanifchen Unternehmungen gemibmet. SDa$ 
Ergebnis mar nicht nur ein bolliger finanaicller 3ufammenbrudj, 
fonbern auch eine Anfechtung feiner ehrenhaftigfeit als Kauf- 
mann, aus ber er jebod) nach langjährigen Sßroaeffen böllig mafel- 
loS herborging: er mochte au bertrauenSfelig unb leichtgläubig 
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feinen ÜKiiarbeitcrn gegenüber gehanbclt hoben, feine tauf- 
männifche ©hre blieb unangetaftet; ba£ haben fdbft bie ihm nicht 
geroogenen englifdjen ©eridjte fdjliefelid) feftftellen unb anerlenner. 
muffen. 

3«ni 1764 langte er nach einer faft aroeimonaligen 
föeife Don ftalmouth au$ in SRero 9orf an. £r fanb baS 2anb 
roirtfehaftlich in einer niebergehenben Äonjunftur, nadjbem im 
Zafyt juöor ber Slrieg mit Sfranfreid^ beenbigt roorben mar, ber 
Diel bareS ©clb in bie Kolonien gebracht hotte, baS nun, als man 
ftdj mieber auf griebenSroirtfchaft einzurichten gearoungen mar 
nach (Jnglanb aurücffloß. Orr traf auf eine in roeiten Greifen 
bolitifch unaufriebene SBebölferung, ba bie Stmerifaner gehofft 
Ijatten, für bie $5ienfte, toelctje fie bem SKutterlanb roährenb be£ 
StriegeS mit granfreid) geleiftct hotten, belohnt, nicht aber burch 
neue, mie fie meinten, unberechtigte, meil ohne ihre SWitmirfung 
unb Buftimmung burch ba« englifche Parlament betroffene 
©teuern bebrütft au merben. liefen je länger je mehr ftch ber- 
ftärfenben roirtfdmftlichen unb bolitifchen ©egenfafe muß man fiel) 
ftet« gegenwärtig holten, menn man für ba$ Steißlingen ber 
amerifanifchen Unternehmungen $eter $afencleber8 ben richtigen 
97?afjftaB geminnen toill: eä mar nicht bie 3^ große neue SBerfe 
3U begrünben, unb bie SBerhältniffe maren bolitifcb, au unfietjer, ald 
ban man in ©nglanb unb Shnerifa geneigt getoefen märe, alö fidi 
©djroierigfciten jeigten, auf ihre Sanierung biel ©elb a" ber» 
roenben. 

©chon in Sonbon hatte $eter $afencleber in einer amerifa« 
nifchen S^ng gelefen, bafe in ber SRähe bon Sftero f)orf ein 3. 3t. 
nicht in Jöetrieb befinblicheS ßifenroerf au berfaufen fei ; ba e$ bei 
feiner Stnfunft noch ftill lag, ermarb er e3 fofort unb begann 
©tabeifen herauftellen. 

3)a8 Unternehmen mar in ber umfichtigften SBeife borbereitet 
roorben. ©a (JifenTOerfe in ben englifdjen Kolonien bisher faum 
in betrieb gemefen maren, eS mithin an fachfunbigen Arbeitern 
fehlte, befchloß $eter $afencleber, aus feiner engeren Heimat, aus 
bem bergifchen fianbe, fic^ bie nötigen StrbeitSfräfte mitaunebmen; 
no$ im Söhre 1764 fehiefre er bon Sonbon auS feinen Setter 
Orrana (Safpar §afencleber, auS §afencleb bei SRemfcheib gebürtig. 
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einen feit brei Satiren in SRotterbam anfäffigen Kaufmann, nad) 
2eutid)lmtö, um bort feine SScrbetätigfeit au beginnen. %m 
Xiiffelborfer 3taatöarcb,iö*) liegen fjeute nod) Sitten, in benen üon 
ben iHmtsIcnten $eraog fcarl £l)Cobor8 oon Verg Klage geführt 
mirb über bie geheimen 9J?ad)enfd)aften %rani ßafpar $afen- 
rtews in ffiemfdjeib, GIberfelb, Venenburg unb SRonSborf ; eS gebt 
quö iljncn hcruor, bafe auä Dolfömirtfdjaftlidien unb bebölferungS 
politi fdictt Oirünben ftrenge Verfügungen gegen bie SluSroanberung 
gelernter ^adiarbeiter unb sjintmerleute jum 93au bon Sfabrifeu 
ergingen, jumal e£ fid) um eine Marion Ijanbelt „als wie bie eng 
lifdje, meldje bergleidjen Ueberfüfyrung iljrer Öabrifen unb SWanu- 
facruren in frembbe Sänber beb Vcrluft #aab unb ©ut, ßeib» unb 
fiebensftraff berboten, unb bie ©mpreneurS bor Verränjer $0«$ 
VaterlanbeS erfläret, mie folrfjeS aufj ben Rubellen unb fonftigen 
auberläffigen 9tad)rid)ten fatfam befanbt." (17. III 1764.) 

2Waubiel Erfolg fdjeint bie bergifdje fianbeSregierung mit 
itjren Verboten jebod) nidit gehabt $u haben. 9Benigften8 hören 
mir, bafj fdjon im September 1764 ftrana Gafpar $afencleber 
mit mehreren bunbert, im ganaen mit 535 beutfdjen SluSmanbe- 
rem, Diänncrn, grauen unb Äinbern, in Sftem ?)orf anfam, bie 
olsbann auf bie berfdjiebenen inamifd)en gegrünbeten betriebe ber^ 
teilt mürben. Sfreilid) tum Zeil tedjt trübe Erfahrungen ober, toie 
es in ber Viograpljie beifet, „Verbrüfelidjfeiten'' foflte $eter $afen' 
cleüer mit biefen feinen engeren ßanbSleuten madjen; faum maren 
fie im ßanbe crroaS eingelebt, fo begann aud) fie ber ©eift foge« 
nannter amerifanifdjer Scheit au erfaffen: @ie tieften fid) bon 
ihren neuen ßanbfcleuten mit Grfolg belehren, bafc ir)rc in ber 
Heimat abgefdjloffenen ftontrafte in ber Keuen SBelt null unb 
nichtig feien, bafe fie mehr Cohn forbern tonnten; falls man ihre 
Sorberungen nicht bemilligen toolle, erflärten fie, müfjten fie um 
ihre Cntlaffung bitten; ja einige liefen, ungead)tet beS Entgegen. 
fommenS, baS ihnen bie Vermaftung notgebrungen ieiqte, gleich 
baöon. Stimmt man nod) hinau, bajj befonberS tüdjtige SSerf 
meifter bem fremben Stlima erlagen — alles Verlufte, bie nad) 
Sage ber Verhältniffe faum ober bod) nur in langen Stiften au 

•) Xüffclborfer StaatSardjiü. ^eraogtum fBerg, SanbeSbirelrum I 
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erfefcen »Daren — , fo begreift man, bafe bie au überminbenben an- 
fänglichen ©chmierigfeiten nicht geringe waren. 

(Sleichmohl liefe $etcr §afencleber fid) nicht entmutigen. $>m 
einzelnen finb Wir übet feine SRafenahmen währenb ber aweiein» 
halb %af)te feines erften Aufenthalt« in 2lmerifa nicht unterrichtet, 
ba fein eigener Bericht ftcb, bisher nicht hat Wieberfinben laffen. 
Siefen mir ba« Oraait au« feiner äöirffamfeit, fo fönnen wir fagen, 
bafe er in biefer berhältni«mäfeig furaen Spannt Seit ©rofee« 
geleiftet hat. 2)ie ganje SCatfraft unb Siegfamfeit feine« beweg- 
liefen ©cifteS aeigte fid) währenb biefer %af)xt in ihrem glänaenb« 
jten Sicht; e£ ift, al« ob er feine gan&e Äraft baran gewanbt habe, 
hier in Slmerifa fein SJieifterftücf al« Kaufmann unb Unternehmer 
3u liefern. Sfreilid) e« barf aud) nicht geleugnet werben — wo« 
in ber Söiograbhie mehr ober weniger berfdjwiegen wirb — , bafe 
bie bebenllidjen Seiten feine« ©harafter« hier in ben grofeen 93er* 
hältniffen, in bie er fid) blöfclich geftellt fah, beutlich dutage traten : 
2)a« etwa« Sßhantaftifche feine« Sßefen«, ein böllig unfaufmänni« 
fdjer 3"g» öa« fid) an l^llufionen beraufd)t, fid) auf Unternehmun- 
gen ftürat, bie bon ©achfennern bon bornherein abgelehnt werben 
muffen — ein eigenmächtige« Ueberfchreiten feiner Vollmachten; 
fo hat er in biefen aweieinhalb Sahren ungefähr 14,000 $funb 
Sterling im Sntereffe feiner ©efellfchaft mehr aufgewanbt, al« er 
burfte: an fid) in normalen Seiten bei gegenfeitigem Vertrauen ber 
Ieitenben Stellen nod) fein JBerhängni«, benn bie realen SBerte be« 
Unternehmen« fteeften burdjweg in ßiegenfehaften; aber felbftherr« 
lieh, föie $eter $afencleber war, hatte er fid) über bie äBeifungen 
feiner Sluftraggeber einfad) hinweggefegt. Unb hier lag bie 
Quelle feine« Unglücf«, benn feine gefamte Sßolitif jielte bahin, 
ba§ ganae Unternehmen nur auf feine Jßerfon aufaubauen; wenig- 
ften« wenn man erwägt, wie weit er bie Siele ber ©efeUfdjaft 
fpannte, wirb man ben ©ebanfen nicht lo«, bafe er fid) feinen Sluf- 
traggebern unentbehrlich machen Wollte: aud) ba« an fid) feine«» 
weg« ein berwerflicher ©runbfafj, benn er fühlte nicht nur bie 
flraft in fid), Tonbern befafe biefe ftraft auch, auf ©runb feiner 
Erfahrungen al« Kaufmann unb gabrifant ben fjöchften Slnforbe- 
rungen entfbrechen au fönnen. Saft möchte man in ihm gana bon 
ferne ben mobernen £bbu« be« amerifanifchen Unternehmer«, frei- 
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lieh ohne beffen brutale 9fäidftd)tSlofigfeit, crblicfen, menn man 
ermägt, auf meld) gemaltiger ®runblage er feine Unternehmungen 
aufbaute, mie er ba&iu ftrebte, gemiffe Grmerbgamcige, mie j. 93. 
ben gefamten $anbe( mit ben ^nbianern, gerabeau ju monopoli- 
fteren. 

92icf)t nur in feinen $anblungen unb Seiftungen mäljrcnb 
bicfcr menigen 3al)re, faft mehr nod) au§ feinen Briefen unb 
Xenffchriften über ameriranifdje 3"ftänbe fpürt man, mie ber 
^aud) ber Weuen Sßelt, mie ber ©eift beS „big" irjn ergriffen hat, 
mie biefer neue Seift ihn gana erfüllt, $olitifö ftellte er fid) faft 
gana auf ben 93oben ber amerifanifdjen Sorberungen gegeuübcr 
(rnglanb, obmohl feine Briefe baau beftimmt maren, burd) Littel- 
perfonen unmittelbar ben harttopfigen ©eorg III., bem jeglicher 
Eingriff bon Untertanen in feine ftönigSgemalt ein ©reuel mar, 
biefen SEorberungcn geneigt au machen. SSirtfchaftlid) nahm er 
red)t energifd) Partei in ©enffdjriften unb in perfönlichen Unter« 
rebungen mit englifchen SWiniftem gegen bie allau fiSfalifche 
§anbelSpolitif ber englifchen ftrone; ja er, ber geborene Stächt- 
Gnglänber, magte eS, baS ^allabium bon (JnglanbS §anbel, bie 
KaöigationSaftc GrommellS, als unter ben gegenmärtigen 93er. 
bältniffen für ben amerifanifchen $anbel beraltet hinstellen. 

©ein Biograph hat eS offen auSgefprodjen, bafe er feine ganae 
Sufunft als Kaufmann unb Unternehmer auf 3lmerifa eingeteilt 
hat. deshalb unternahm er meite Reifen burch baS ganae aum 
£eil noch redjt unmirtliche ßanb, um fich burch eigenen Slugenfdjein 
ein HareS 93ilb bon feinen mirtfdmftlichen SufunftSmöglichfeiten 
au beschaffen; nach Horben hin ift er bis aum heutigen Detroit 
am Griefee borgebrungen: mie er felbft berechnet hat, 969 SKeilen 
bon SRem ?)orf entfernt; im ©üben hat er au einer 3«t, als feine 
Auftraggeber in ßonbon fdjon mit ihm gebrochen hatten, er nidit 
nur mittellos, fonbem berfdjulbet baftanb, SWarpIanb unb bie 
benben Carolinas befud)t, um ben bortigen Snbigo- unb Reisbau 
aus eigener 8lnfd)auung fennen au lernen, ©r märe mohl nad} 
Siegelung feiner finanaiellen ©treitigfeiten in Sonbon bauemb 
nad) Slmerifa auf ücfgef ehrt, menn bamalS, im Sahre 1773, für 
einen guten ftenner ber amerifanifchen SBerhaltniffe, mie er einer 
mar, ber 8uSbrud) beS UnabhängigfeiiSfriegeS ni(ht in nafyer 
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Slusftdjt geftanben E)ätte, ber ein rul)ige* @efd)äftslcbcn, ben 28ie 
bcraufbau eines zerrütteten Vermögens auf eljrlidjer ©runblage, 
unmöglid) erfdjeinen liefe. 

$afc ^eter $afencleüer fid) ein möglich mabrbeitSgetreue? 
33ilb t>on ben 3uftänben in ben englifdjen Kolonien roäbrcnb ber 
entid)eibenben fünf ^a^rc Don 1764 — 1769 gemadjt Ijat, jeiflen 
un§ feine f)öd)ft intereffanten $üerid)te unb Briefe über Mmerifa. 
Sie ftnb on bie uerfd)iebenfteu ^Jerfonen, meift in Chiglanb gerieft» 
tet; ifjr Sroetf ift, aufauflären, 27Zifjberftänbnifie au befeitigen. 
immer aufs neue auftaudjenbe Sdjroierigfeitcn aioifdjen Butter- 
Ianb unb Kolonien aus bem SEßege au räumen. Seine (SeroäbrS- 
männer finb bie gebilbetften, unterrid)tctften unb einflufereid)ften 
Männer beS bamaligen Stmcrifa: in Wem gjorf mar er SNitglieb 
eines SUubä, in bem fid) aroeimal roödjentlid) bie öome^mften 
Scanner ber Stabt, in erfter ßinie fjofye 9tegierung§beamte unb 
ftaufleute, berfammeltcn, unb roo er gern unb eifrig benufcre 
©elegenbeit fanb, über alle SJerbättniffe beS ßanbeS fid) Dtatä a" 
erbolen. SSenn mir feinem ©iograbben ©tauben fd)enfen bürfen, 
fo ift er e£ gemefen, ber in biefer ©efellfdjaft im Satjre 1768 bie 
erfte Anregung jur Söegrünbung ber nod) beute befteljenben Sßero 
2)orfer §anbel£fammer, ber erften ßinridjtung biefer 21 rt in ben 
enßltf djen Kolonien SlmerifaS überbauet, gegeben t)at; perf online 
Öreunbfdjaft oerbanb ibn mit Sir SBilliam Sobnfon, bem ange> 
febenen Snbianeragenten, in beffen meitbefanntem §au3, ber 
beute nod) ftebenben Sob"fon #all im ÜDfabaroftal, er oft au ©aft 
meiltc, beffen unmittelbarer ©rengnadjbar er burd) fianbanfäufe 
geworben mar; ©eneral ©age, ber $öct)ftfommanbierenbe ber 
britifdjen ©treitmad)t in ben Kolonien, aöt)lte ju feinen ftreun. 
ben; ber ©ouberneur beS Btaateä Kern Dorf, #enrö SWoore, 
empfabl Um bei feiner Steife nad) (Jnglanb ©nie 1766 auf« 
roärmfte ben britifdien SWiniftern, ba fie burd) ibn aufS befte über 
alle einfdtfägigen Herbäliniffe in ben Kolonien unicrridjtei wer- 
ben tonnten, unb ber ©ouberneur Don 9?em Herfen, SBilliam 
Sranflin, ber Sobn beS berühmten Benjamin Sranfltn, fefcte 
auö eigener S'nitiatioe eine UnterfuduangSfommiffion ein, als 
§afencIeberS ©egner in ßonbon berfutbten, feine (£l)renbaftigfeit 
als Kaufmann anjutaften ; glänjenb gerechtfertigt ging er aus ber 
Unterfudjung t>erbor. 
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Söcnn mir ^eter #afencleucrö Briefe au£ unb über Mmerifa 
in iljrer Öefamtljcit überfdjauen, fo ftaunen mir über ben weiten 
iölief unb bie Sielfeitigfeit bed SBerfafferd. Selbftüerftänblid) ftc^t 
bie Erörterung ber roirtfdjaftlidjcn öragen bur^and im 33orber- 
grunb; über alle §anbeldaroeige berbreitet er fid) in ber au£fül)r* 
lid)ften Söeife, forfdjt ben SuhinftSmöglidjfeiten ber einzelnen 
^robuftc nad) unb bemüht fid), nadjjunueifcn, mcäfjalb fic roegen 
ber Statur beä fianbeS, aber aud) wegen ber bfynfifdjeu (figentüm- 
lidjfeiten feiner SBerooljner grofee (5ntnrio?lung£mögltd)feiten ober 
feine 2luSftd)ten auf 9lu£beljnung fjaben. ?ll§ geroiffcnljaftcr 
Kaufmann, ber fid) über fein eigenes Soll unb $aben genaue 
JRedjenfdjaft abzulegen getoofmt ift, trod)tet er bartiad), feine 93e- 
Ijaubtungen unb Urteile burdj auberläffige Statiftifcn über ein- 
fuhr unb 9luäfuf)r, über ben Stanb ber ©ebülfcrung, baö aah,len- 
mäßige 2krf)ältni3 Don SÖcifoen unb Negern 311 ftütjen. £a& fdjou 
in ber Solfsfdmle (*Jeograbl)ie fein 2iebling£fadi geroefeu mar, be- 
meift eine genaue $efd)reibung be£ S^nfe- unb ©eenfnftcmä ftorb» 
amertfaS einfdjlicfjlid) ftanabaö; ben für bie roirtfd)aftlid)e unb 
fyanbelSpolitifdje (rnhoicflung 9?ero ?)orf$ fo befonberS tt>id)tigcn, 
erft im 19. Satjrbunbert bollenbcten ©rief anal fjat er, fo möd)te 
man faft meinen, borauägafjnt ; auf jeben <$aU mar er e3, ber 
nadjbrütflid) auf bie ftüftenenrmitflung ?lmerifaö mit feinen tief 
einfd)neibenben ©udjien, auf baS für Sdjiffoljrt unb §anbel fo 
qünftige ftlufefaftem unb auf bie Shifcbarmadmng ber grofeen Süfe- 
toafferfeen im Horben ber heutigen Union in bollern Söemufetfetn 
ifjrer 53ebeutung für .ftanbel unb 3*erfef)r fjingenriefen (jat. Sin 
unfehlbarer Sßrobfjet mar er freilid) in nrirtfdjaftlidjcn fragen 
nidjt: er Ijat gemeint, bafe fid) ber SSarenauötaufd) jroifdien 
Stmerifa unb (Jnglanb biellcidjt einmal berbopple, fid) bon brei 
Millionen auf fed)d Millionen 93funb Sterling fteigern fönnte; 
roeldje mirtfdjaftlidjen SutunftSmöglidjfciten im 93oben biefeS un- 
ermefelid) reidjen ßanbeS fdjlummerten, fjat er nid)t geahnt: ba 
toar er ganj in ber 93orftellung8roelt be$ 18. $fal)rf)unbert8 be- 
fangen, baS feine 2>ambffraft fannte, baS be8f)alb für bie 93c- 
förberung grofeer Oütermengen fid) lebiglidj an bie natürlichen 
©erfefirSmcge gebunben eradjtete. 

gb,er mödjte man $eter $afencleber in toolitifd)en Sfragen als 
einen $ropb,eien bejeidinen, bielleid)t beÄ&alb, meil er hier unbe 
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fangen mar, roeil tutrHic^e ©ad)feuntniS mit feinem fritifdjen 
SBerftanb niebt in flonflift geriet. Qr Ijat flar erfannt, bafe her 
33rud) 3tt>ifd)en SWutterlanb unb Kolonien unoemieiblid) f*»i, unb 
tfoar bat er, ba er ben öegenfafo bom amerifanifdjen @tonbpunft 
aus betradjtete, bem üftutterlanb ben mefentlidjcn 2cit ber ©dmlb 
3uge»uiefcn; bie neuere 5»>rfd)ung Cycit jebod) ergeben, bafe biefe 
Sluffaffung 3um minbeften cinfeirig ift, benn bie Slmerifaner, bc- 
fonberS bie 9ieu.@nglänber, maren fcineSroegS Icbiglid) ibeale 
SreifjeitSfämbfer, fonbern bamalS fdjon frafje Ggoiften, bie feljr 
onf ibren SJorteil 311 laufen roufeten. ^?eter tfafencleber fclbft bat 
fie als foldje gefdjilbert, 3. 58. roenn er ben fbäteren ©egenfafc 
aroifetjen 9ßorb unb ©üb, ber in ben fettiger ^abren bcS 10. 3abr« 
bunbertS 3um SBürgerfrieg führen fönte, bamalS fdjon infolge ber 
©eroinnfudjt ber nörblidjen Shmfleute flar borauSfab unb eine 311 
fünftige blutige STuSeinanberfefcung, ja, megen biefeS ©egenfatjcS 
ben 3erfall ocr Union balb nadj ber UnabbängigfeitSerflärung 
annahm; roenn er unS bie ©eroofjncr bon Connecticut als geriebene 
Slaufleute fdjilbert, bie jebodj bie betrügerifdjc Ueberborteilung 
eineä anberen niemals beim nötigen Manien als betrug bescidV 
neu merben, fonbern fitfj in iljrer gottfeligen ©djeinbeiligfeit mit 
bem farfaftifdjen Urteil JjerauSaureben roiffen: „3 fabß outtoitteb 
bim" („3$ bin 31t flug für iEjn getoefen"). £aS finb ©indefyüge 
in $afendeberS Söericbten, in benen fein oft boSbafter $umor 
burdjblifet; befonberS menn er auf bie religiöfen ©eften in ben 
britifdjen Kolonien 3U fbredjen fommt, bermag ber ebrlidjelieutfdje 
feinen ©bort unb $of)n über biefeS bid* aufgetragene, in SBabrbeit 
oft redjt b,ob,Ic Gfyriftentum nidjt 311 3ÜgeIn. «$rctli<^ aud) b,icr 
fdjiefet er unameifetljaft oft über baS 3id &inau8; benn fubjeftib 
maren biefe Scanner ebrlidje, überaeugte ©fjriften: ©eroinnfudjt 
im $er3en unb ©ott auf ber Bunge roaren 2>inge, bie für fie, ba- 
malS roie audj beute nodj, ndjig nebeneinanber befteben tonnten; 
in ber SBodje #aISabfdjneiberei, am ©onntag frommen STugen 
auffdjlag bat eS bon jeber überall, nidjt nur in STmerifa, gegeben. 

3n einem bot $eter $afencleber bie 3ufunft ridjrig erfannt: 
er bat bie friegerifdje STuSeinanberfefcung arotfdjen Sttutterlanb unb 
Kolonien fommen feben, aber in ben gegenfeitigen ©esiebungen 
beiber ßänber bat er fie bodj nur als eine Sbtfobe befradjtet. 9tad)> 
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her, fo urteilte er fchon im Sahre 1781, alfo noch bor 93ecnbigun2 
beS UnabhangigfeitSfriegeS, merbe baS frühere freunbfehaftliche 
93erb,ättniS mit Gnglanb toieber in Straft treten. „%ä) fann breift 
beraubten, bafe bie Slmerifaner in ber Unabhängigfeit unb nach 
beenbiotem &rieg fo gut englifch fein merben, als fie eS jemals 
gemefen finb, benn ihr @enie, ihre ©efefce, ihre 2Jcanteren, ihre 
häuslichen Einrichtungen, Religion unb ©brache finb englifch, fo 
rote ihr Xoaft: „ßibertn anb ^robertü." gärten mir Ueutfcfje in 
unferer ©efamtheit bor unb toät)renb beS SBeltfriegS biefe (Er* 
FenntniS bon ber bolitifchen unb Mturellen ©efebjoffenheit beS 
SlngelfachfentumS befeffen, manage fernere gnttanfehung roäre uns 
erfrort geblieben. 

!Jch b,abe biefe furae GTharaFtertftenmg ber 93ericb,terftattung 
^Peter $afencTcberS über Slmerifa bormeggenommen, meil ich fie 
als baS mefentlidje SDenfmal feines StufenthaltS in ber ÜReuen 
SM dt betraute @r felbft mürbe bielleicht gonj anberS geurteilt 
haben : aber bie Gifenmcrfe, roelche er begrünbete, bie ^ottafchfiebe- 
reien unb $anft>lantagen, bie er anlegte, fetten boch nur ebhemere, 
Ratten nur bie SBebcutung, bafe fie ben Slmerifanern in einigen 
2fabnfationSameigen aeigten, auf roelche 98eife fie fieb, neben ber 
bolitifdjen Sreitjeit auch roirtfehaftlicb, bom äJhttterlanb unabhänQtg 
machen formten. 931eibenbe grroerbSquellen finb alte biefe in- 
buftricllen Sfnlagen nicht gemorben, gana abgefehen babon, bafe 
fie im UnabhängigfeitSfrieg fämtlicb, aerftört mürben. SBoran bie 
Unternehmungen gefdjeitert finb, ift nicht recht flar; bei einaelnen. 
mie a- 33- bei einer Slnbflanaung bon $anf im üföoharoftal, mag 
bie @<f)ulb mit bei Sßeter $afencleber liegen; ber 93anferott beS 
größten Unternehmens, ber ©tabjfabrifen unb Gfifenfchmieben. 
tuar jeboch nicht ihm auaufchreiben, fonbern, menn mir bon innern 
©rünben abfehen, bem täbbifäen gingreifen feiner ^Mitarbeiter 
in Sonbon. 

3unächft, feit ©ommer 1764, liefe fich alles recht gut an: 
fünf ©tabliffements mürben im ganaen begrünbet: amei im ©taate 
iftem ?)orf, brei in 9?ero Serfen, alle an fehiffbaren ©trömen ge^ 
legen ober boch in beren 9täbe, fo bafe fie burch ben 33au bon 
©trafeen unb 93rütfcn mit biefen in SBerbinbung gebracht merben 
lonnten. 3m ganaen mürben 53 graminen unterfucht; aber als es 
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anS ©chmelaen ging, ftellte eS fich heraus, bafj nur fieben bon ihnen 
für feine Sroede brauchbares Material au liefern bermochtcn. 
Otfeidnoohl gelang eS binnen SahreSfrift, ben erften ©tat)l auf 
ben ßonboner ÜJiarft au bringen, ber bort als ber bejte bisher 
berfertigte amerifanifche Stahl berocrtct rourbe; fdjon im v Jiu0uft 
1765 hatte bie ^robuftion ber SBerfe einen foldjcn Umfang an- 
genommen, bafe $eter #afeucleber in 9Jero ?)orf ein <3d)iff faufen 
fonnte, baS er mit (Jifenftäben unb ^ottafdje fomie mit ^el^roerf 
unb Söaiüjols nad) (Jnglanb berfradjtete, — alles ein Slnfborn, 
trofc gelegentlicher ©chroierigfeiten auf bem betretenen SBege toeiter 
fortjufchreiten : „üBom 1. 9Wai 1765 bis in ben Kobern ber 1766 
errichtete er 217 ©ebäube aller 2lrt, als SBohnhäufer, 8d)ubben, 
üWagaaine, Schmelaöfen, ©chmieben, Säge«, (Stampf- unb anbere 
Bühlen, Ställe uftn." 93efonberen Ginbrucf riefen in ?lmerifa 
bamalS bie bon ihm angelegten Staubecfen, eine 2lrt £alüperrcn, 
herbor, baau beftimmt, in troefenen unb in falten Seiten Gaffer 
aufaufbeichern, um baS ganae %al)r hinburd) bie SWöglichfeit aur 
Arbeit au fchaffen; eS ift baS Softem ber bergifchen #ammerteiche, 
baS er als erfter nach Sfmerifa übertragen hat, freilich in ameri- 
fanifche SDimenfionen überfefet: „ihre Sänge betrug eineinhalb biä 
fünf unb bie ©reite breibiertel bis aroei englifche Ütfeilen." 

©chroierigfeiten blieben nicht aus : elementare Crrcigniffc, mic 
blöfcliche Ueberfchroemmungen, a^rftörten einen Steil ber Anlagen; 
ben Slerger mit ben beutfehen Facharbeitern ermähnte ich fd)on; 
hin3U traten SBcrmaltungSfchroiertgfeiten, bie befonbcrS barin ihren 
©runb hatten, bafe eine aentrale ßeitung ber ©efamtuntemeh- 
mungen roegen ber räumlichen Trennung ber einaelnen Anlagen 
nicht gut ober boch nur unter grofeen ©chroierigfeiten burchau- 
führen mar. ©leidjroohl beftanb irgenbroelche ®efahr für ein 
Sfortbeftehen feineSroegS, roenn bie einheitliche ßeitung in ber 
.§anb eines fo erfahrenen unb tarfräftigen SRanneS mie $eter 
§afencleber gemährt blieb. 

SllleS liefe ftd) günftig an: aus fionbon famen bon ©efchäftS- 
freunben unb ben 2)ireftoren ber ©efellfchaft bie günftigften 93c- 
richte über bie ©eroertung ber $robufte auf bem englifchen Wlavü. 
$a fah fich 8" @nbe beS Jahres 1766 $eter §afencleber gearoun- 
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gen, nach ©ngtanb aurücfaufehren, menn er nicht ©efahr laufen 
mollte, fein ^ribatbermögen ju berlieren. 

2BaS nun folgt, lägt fidb) nicht ftar burchbttefen, ba mir nur 
ben 93erid)t ber einen Seite haben, unb biefer unS aud) nur Kiefen« 
^aft in tenbenaiöfer Bearbeitung borliegt; befonberS bie SBcmeg« 
grünbe bon $cter §afencleberS ©egenfbielern ftnb böllig bunfel. 

©o biel fteht feft, bafe mährenb feiner Stbtoefenheit in Stmerifa 
feine beiben Teilhaber in feinem ßonboner ^Sribatgfchäft, ©eton 
unb GroftS, fich in gefährliche, ja, betrügerifche ©befulationcn ein« 
gelaffen hatten, fo bafj ju ©nbe 1766 ein grofoer £eil feine« $ri- 
baibermögenS gefährbet mar. SBährenb feines Aufenthaltes in 
ßnglanb bon $eaember 1766 bis 3uni 1767 flärte fich bie ©ach« 
läge bahin, bafe $afencleber burch ©inaahlung feines ^3ribatber« 
mögenS bie ©laubiger feines ©efdjäftS mofjl befriebigte, aber 
felbft bie embfinblichften Berlufte erlitt, mährenb eS feine Seil« 
haber burch gcfcfnrfte SWachenfchaften berftanben, ohne Serluft, ja, 
mie eS feheint, fogar mit ©eminn ftch aus ben ©chmierigfeiten au 
Iöfen. 

Stuf feine ©tellung an ber ©bifce ber amerifanifchen Kom- 
pagnie hatte baS alles aunächft feinen ßinflufe; irgenbmelche 3Jor« 
mürfe megen nicht ehrenhaften $anbelnS foniüen ihm nicht ge- 
macht merben. 3a, flerabe in biefen SWonaten mürbe er immer 
mieber als Ratgeber über amerifanifche Serhältniffe bon ben 
SWiniftem hwmigeaogen, unb im 2Rai 1767 mürbe amifchen ber 
Jtombagnie unb ihm ein neuer Äontraft gefchloffcn, ber, mie eS 
feheint, feinen SBirfungSfreiS jmar etmaS einfehränfte, ihm aber 
eine ficherc finanzielle ©runblage gemährte, fo bafe er bei guter 
©efdjäftölage fein jährliches ©infommen auf 1000 bis 1500 
^Sfunb Sterling berechnen burfte, ber freilich auf ber anberen 
Seite eine fdjärfere 2lufficf)t einrichtete, infofern in 2onbon ein 
fogenannteS S)ireftorium, beftehenb aus bier ^erfonen, ins ßeben 
gerufen mürbe, bem bie S3ermaltung in Slmerifa unmittelbar 
unterftanb. ©o menig mar man jeboch unaufrieben mit ber a« 
grofjen räumlichen AuSbehnung ber bon $afencleber angelegten 
Unternehmungen, bafe man bamalS burch offiaielle Eingaben an 
»ehörben Schritte einleitete, ein gerabe ftill liegenbeS gro&eS 
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Gifenroerf in ßanaba, in ber Sßäfje bon EroiS-ftibiercS, angu- 
faufen. 

ScneS in ßonbon eingefefete 2)ireftorium ift ber Urfbrung bo:i 
$afcndeberS Unglücf gemorben. @S maren hohe englifche $of- 
unb ©taatSbeamie, bie ihm angehörten, unter ihnen ©eneral 
©recme, ber Sßribatfefretär ber Königin, bie felbft, rote eS fdjeint, 
an bem Unternehmen finanziell beteiligt mar, foh>ie ein 2lbmirali» 
iätSrat, ein früherer ÜWarineoffiaier. Werter $afencleber mar bon 
einfichtigen Scannern bor biefen ÜRenfdjen gcroarnt roorben, aber 
ber im Autoritätsglauben grofe geroorbene beutfdje Kaufmann 
mollte nimmermehr glauben, bafe fold) Imchftehenbe tßerfonen un« 
ehrenhaft unb betrügerifdj fmnbeln tonnten; bieUeicht auch, ba& 
er hoffte, burdj ihren ©influfe bei $of unb auf bie Regierung für 
fein Unternehmen Vorteil herauSfchlagen au fönnen. 

Unb bodj rührt bon biefem Aufenthalt in Gfnglanb aeitlich, 
nicht urfächlid)/ alles fpätere Unglücf ^afencTeberS her. 3unächft 
gingen in Amerifa mährenb feiner Abroefenheit bie ©efthäftc nicht 
fo mie bisher: fcfjlechtere SBaren mürben, ba bie bortige dermal« 
hing fich unfähig geigte, auf ben ßonboner SWarft geliefert; ba 
•§afenctcberS organifatorifcheS unb augteich fachmännifcheS SBiffen 
fehlte, blieben SKifegriffe nicht auS; befonberS biel au biel Beamte 
unb Arbeiter mürben angeftcltt, roaS mieber bie SBermattungS» 
Foften berteuerte, ben ©eroinn herabfefcte, Verloren mar noch 
nichts; baS aeigte fich, als $afencteber mieber in Amerifa erfchien 
unb burch feine Xatfraft binnen füraefter (Srift bie eingeriffenen 
©chöben heilte, Anorbnungen anr Söefferung ber berfahrenen 93er« 
hältniife traf. 

Alles mar in gutem 8«g; ba traf bon ßonbon her baS gange 
Unternehmen ber bemichtenbe «Schlag: #afenclcber mürbe bon bem 
bortigen ©ireftorium abgefetjt; an feine ©teile roarb ein böllig 
unfähiger SRenfd) nach Amerifa gefanbt, ber auf feine fachlichen 
S5orfteIIungen einging, ber alleS tat, um baS grofee Unternehmen 
in füraefter Sfrift in ©runb unb 93oben an mirtfehaften. 

$ier liegt für bie hiftorifche Sforfdmng ber bunfelfte Sßunft in 
$afencleberS ©efchichte: er felbft unb mit ihm fein 3Mograbh höben 
angenommen, alles fei nur gefchchen, um ihn unb feine Ghre als 
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Kaufmann ju bernidjien. 2)iefe Sfl&fidjt hat awar unaroeifelhaft 
mitgefpielt, ober ba& erflärt bodj nicht ba£ JRätfcI, ruesfyalb mit 
$afencleber fein ganaeä grofeeS Unternehmen auffliegen mu&te. 
jDafe bie SDireftion in ßonbon lein Vertrauen mehr au ihm hatte, 
!ann man immerhin berftehen, benn bei ber SluSroahl ber beiben 
Steilhaber in feinem Sßribatgefchäft hatte er fo geringe 2ttenfd)cn- 
femttniS, bei ber finanaiellen STuSeinanberfefoung mit biefen ge- 
riebenen ©aunern fo toenig SBelterfahrung unb SfaitfftdjtSlofigfcit 
an ben 5£ag gelegt, bafe SKifetraucn bielleid)t am tßlafce mar; unb 
ba bie währenb feiner Stbroefenfjeit in ©nglanb Don ihm in Stmcrifa 
eingefefcten ©tellbertreter ftd) aud) nid)t als geeignet erroiefen 
hatten, lag aller ©runb bor, bafe ftd) biefed 2Jft&trauen berftärfre, 
bafe man auf feine 93efeitigung bon ber leitenben ©teile brängte. 

^ebod) roaS baS £)irerrorium tat, aielte bahin, mit ber $er^ 
fon $eter $afencleber8 baS ganje Unternehmen au bemtdjten. 
hierfür bermag id) auöreidjenbe ©rünbe nad) ben und borltegen* 
ben einfeitigen Quellen nicht anauführen; bie Söermutung jebodj 
möchte id) ausbrechen, ob nicht einflußreiche Greife in €nglanb am 
SÖerfe gemefen ftnb, toelche fürchteten, burd) bie Hebung ber Wirt- 
fdjaftlidjen Unabhängigfeit ber Kolonien bom SJhitterlanb fonne 
aud) beren Streben nach bolüifcher Freiheit geförbert werben. 
SBer bie 2Birtfdwft8bolitif gnglanbS ben Kolonien in STCorbameri- 
fa gegenüber fennt, roer mit ber aielbetoufeten 93efd)ränfung beS 
amerifamfehen ©cmerbeflei&e£ bonfeiten ber britifchen Regierung 
bertraut ift, mufj augeben, bafj foldje 2Wöglid)feit nicht böllig auS» 
gejdjloffen War. „Slmerifa befafj", fo urteilt SBancroft über bie 
©poche bid 1750, „foroohl (iifenerae bon ber beften Sfrt, wie $ola 
unb ©teinfohlen im Ueberflufe; aber @d)neibemühlen, ©tahlöfen 
unb ©Icd)fd)mieben, Welche mit einem SBafferhammer arbeiteten, 
waren in ben Kolonien al« „Hergerniffe" berboten." Unb eS ift 
bodj auch beaeidjnenb für bie englifdje SanbelSpolitif, „bafe in 
einem fianb, wo in feinem #au8halt bie Sibel fehlte, baS 2)ruden 
biefer 93ibel im britifdjen Slmerifa al« Stochbrucf berboten War, 
unb bie ©ibel, aufeer in ben einheimifdjen toilben Sialeften, bort 
nicht eher gebrutft Würbe, alÄ bis baS fianb frei mar. ©oldje 93ei- 
fbiele mufj man ftd) bor Slugen halten, wenn man bie ©rünbe 
für bie Äataftrobhe $eter $afencleber8 berftehen will: er mürbe 
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legten CfnbcS ein Opfer jenes engtyeraigen fiSfalifdjcn ©ijftemS 
britifdjer ftolonialpolitif beS 18. $af)rf)unberts, roo ber Profit 
alles, bie Wlozal nic^tö bebeutete. 

Unb feine ©egner matten ganae Arbeit. 2luf baS einzelne 
gefye id) nid)t ein, ba mir fiter au menig flar feljen ; fo biel erreiditcn 
fie, bafc ^eter #afencleüer finanaiell böllig ruiniert mürbe, bafe 
er auf bie SRilbtätigfeit feiner Srcunbe angemiefen mar, ba üjm 
narf) bem englifdjen ©efefc über bie ©djulbfiaft jeglidjer $anbel, 
burd) ben er fid) mieber in bie $öfye t>ärtc arbeiten tonnen, berfagt 
blieb. 

©nblofe ^roaeffe folgten, bie, menn fie günftig für if)n aus- 
aulaufen fdjiencn, burd) bie ©eridjte berfdjlebpt mürben, um u)m 
bie ßuft, mciterl)in fein SRedjt au fudjen, grünblitt) a" berreiben. 
©ittfdjriften an bie Stfinifter, an ßönig unb Parlament, in benen 
er unter fd)orfer ©eifoelung beS barteiifdjen ©erid)tSberfafjrenS in 
bemeglidjen, freilief) fdjliefelid) in redjt bcutltdjcn ©orten um fein 
ffiedjt bat, blieben ofine Erfolg; mie er an ben englifdjen SWinifter« 
bräfibenten in einem bon ifnn burd) ben ©rurf berbreiteten ©rief 
einmal fdprieb: bie ^roaefefoften feien fo „ungeheuer grofe unb ber 
9fccf)tSgang fo langfam, bafo man ©alomoS S3eiSb,eit unb @d)äfcc, 
$iobS ©ebulb unb ÜJZetJjufalemS SXItcr beftfcen müfete, um bie 
§ülfe ber ©eredjtigfeit abaumarten". 98ollte er mieber felbftänbig 
merben, molltc er mirtfd)aftlid) mieber auf eigenen Süfeen fteb,en, 
fo mufete er ©nglanb bertaffen, um abermals in ber Srembc fein 
©lürf neu au begriinben. $cr entfdjlufe ift ifjm nidjt leid)t ge- 
morben, benn er bebingte abermals ein einleben in gana neue 
SSerl)äIrniffe; er bebingte aubem bie bauernbe Trennung bon feiner 
Örau, meldje glaubte, ifjrer ©efunbfyeit megen fem bon ßonbon 
nid)t leben a« tonnen. 

©eine einaige £od)ter begleitete ifm jebod) in bie neue $eimat. 
Sie mar bereits einmal mit in Slmcrifa gemefen; er Garte fie bann, 
als fein enifdjlufe feftftanb, na$ $eutfd)lanb überauftebeln, in eine 
«ßenfion naö) 93erfin gefdjirft, mafjrfdjeinlid) bodj, bamit fie bie 
beutfefie @brarf>e erlerne; fie ift aisbann bis an fein SebenSenbe, 
feit 1775 berljeiratet mit feinem Steiltjaber in feinem neugegrün- 
beten ©efd)äft. anbmternb in feiner unmittelbaren 9?är)c geblieben. 
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III. 

2<r üebatfabenb in Üaub^nt in Sdjltfieii. 1776—1793. 

$ie ersten Schritte jur Ueberfieblung nad) 2)eutfd)lanb tat 
^eter $afencleöer 1773; ausgeführt teiurbe ber Gntfdjlufe im 
$erb|"t be$ 8<U)te$ 1774, unb etoar wählte er als feinen äöotjnort 
ttanbafcut in <Sd)Iefien, in beffen SKäfje ein trüber toon ihm al* 
ßeinenfabrifant bereite roohnte, bem er bor 20 fahren bie (föftenft 
bort gefdmffen hatte, unb in beffen (öefdjäft er iefct eintrat. 

Sdjlefien mar v 4*eter $afencleber fein unbefannteS ßanb: im 
Safcre 1754/55 hatte er bort längere 3«t geroeilt unb fid) mit 
bem (Sebanfen getragen, fid) bauernb hier nieberaulaffen unb eine 
ßeinroanbfabrif au grünben. 2>ie Äorrefponbenaen über bie 93er. 
roirflid)ung biefeS planes, barunter eigenhänbige «riefe Bieter 
$afenrteDer* an griebrid) b. (&r. unb beffen ttabinettäorbred in 
biefer Slngelegenljeit liegen nod) bor.*) S)er ^ilan hat fid) aer- 
fdjlagen, ba ber preufeifd)e ttönig im roirtfd)aftlid)cn ^ntereffe 
feinet Staates nid)t glaubte, auf bie immer f)öf)er gefd) raubten 
MuÄnahmebebingungen beS iöiitftellerÄ eingeben au tonnen; aud) 
bie Drohung Sßeter $afenclet>er£, menn man ihm nidjt roillfahre, 
roerbc er feine ©ienfte bem benachbarten, mit bem eben erworbenen 
Sdjlefien nod) in fd)arfem roirtfdjaftlidjen SBettberoerb ftehenben 
ßefterreid) anbieten, mad)te auf ben Stönig gar feinen Einbaut. 

2luÄ biefem feinen Verhalten erfennen mir feine Staat*- 
gefinnung: Sein ^atriotiÄmuÄ mar nid)t territorial, fonbern über- 
territorial, ja, übernational orientiert; er beruhte in erfter öinie 
auf iiRü&lidjfettäerroägungcn, nidjt auf gemütlid)en (hnpfinbungen. 
Sßie er in Iznglanb hoffte, ein guter Gnglänber toerben au fönnen, 
»ie er in Simerila bie Partei ber Sloloniften gegen (Snglanb er- 
griffen hatte, mie er, ber überaeugte Lutheraner, in Spanien fid) 
mit ber fatholifdjen Äirdje unb ihren hödjften äBürbenträgern in 
ein gute* akrtjältniä au ftellen luufjte, fo märe er aud) ein nü$- 
lidjer Untertan ^reu&enS gemorben, roenn ba8 mit feinem mate- 
riellen JBorteil in (finflang au bringen getoefen märe. „@Ä ift 
immer meine 3)enfungä- unb $anblung$art geroefen", fo bot er 
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in ben Ickten Sauren feines fiebenä einmal geäußert, „in bem 
Sanbc, mo id) mof)ne, unb unter bem Regenten, beffen Sdjufc id) 
geniefee, jum üEÜoljle be£ Staates unb meiner SKitbürger midj fo 
mirffam au bemeifen, alä mir ber Gimmel Siujigfeit tut Aus- 
übung biejcr ^fltd)t uerliefjen hat." CS mürbe iebod) ungerecht 
fein, iljn mit mobernem aftafeftab au mefien, ilm als jeber bater- 
länbifdjen ©efiunung bor beurteilen au mollen; moJ ihm fehlte, 
mar nidjt jo ferjr nationales alä bgnaftifdjea @mbfinben. Crr mar 
ein Sof)n beä 18. ^a^r^unbertS, ein Opfer ber bamaligen ftlein- 
ftaaterei; „frifeifd)" gefinnt ift er fdjliefelia) gemorben, unb aud) bu3 
nur mit gemiffen Vorbehalten; fid) jebod) für ben bamaligen 
breufufdjen Staat atä foldjen mit feinem garten Beamtentum au 
begetftern, lag für ihn fein ©runb bor: meun er biefem Staat 
bienen follte, oerlangte er feinen SJorteil ; blieb biefer ihm berfagt, 
fo fud)te er fein ©lud anberroeitig. 

Unb bod): jener Aufenthalt in Sdjlefien ift ihm unoergefelid) 
geblieben! (£r, ber fo roeit in ber Seit ^erumgefommen mar. 
hatte einen tiefen ©inbrud bon ber lanbfdraftlidjen Sdjönbeü biefeS 
ßanbeS gemonnen unb trofc aller fpäteren Steifen behalten; unb ba 
er hier feine früher im ßeinen&anbel ermorbenen Äenntniffe ber» 
merten tonnte, mar fein ®ntfd)luf} gefafet, fid) hier bauemb anau- 
fiebeln: im Ottober 1774 liefe er fieb, in ßanbäfmr nieber. 

Saft 19 Saljre hat er bort nodj gelebt, bi* aum 13. $uni 
1793. Slber nur fura fann ich auf biefe Seit eingeben; nicht meil 
über biefe ©boebe feine« ßebenÄ fein SRaterial borliegt — ba* 
©egenteil ift bielmehr ber Sali — , aber es rut)t aum größten £eil 
noch ungetjoben in ben 2lrd)iben, unb mo3 im 18. Safchunbert 
über biefe 3eit beröffentlicht mürbe, ift fo lüdetujaft, fo aufätlig 
unb millfürlid) aufammengeftellt, bafe mir barauS fein fixere« 
©ilb geminnen fönnen. 

Saft gar nichts miffen mir über feine geschäftliche fcätigfeit; 
mir erfahren nur, bafe er mieber au einigem SBohlftanb gelangt 
ift, bafe er fura bor feinem 5£obe nach faft 20jährigem $roaeft feinen 
Sonboner 9techt8ftreit gegen feine ehemaligen SSiberfadjer gewann. 
SDafj ihm bie gemaltige Summe bon 158,000 $funb Sterling au» 
gefbrod)en mürbe, hatte für iljn unb feine Oramüie nur ibeellen 
ätfert, ba alle feine ©egner tnamifdjen geftorben ober, roofern ftc 
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nod) legten, bantrott geworben waren; nur eine Jbeftätigung feine* 
uneriajuuei uajeu stauben* Idjopfte er au& biejer Xatfadje, bafe 
e* nottj eine gouuaje va>ered)tigteit gäbe, wenn bieie oft aud) red)t 
)pat emicyc; materiell ermuajien üjm unb feinen Angehörigen aus 
oer Qiuauajeu *>eeubiguug leine» $roAe|je* teme iüorteile; auaj 
oub imu mieoer genauer mürbe, in £nglaub $anbel au treiben, 
war x&fi für tyn oljne iöebeurung. 

Aud) in Xiüiiö&tjia berlief fem tteben nid)t oljne Mampf; ijaxte 
er m Viugluno gegen ^einemüeit, iüoäüeit unö betrug antampfeu 
uiuneii, iü le^i gegen viitgueraigieit unö Uiiuer|iunö. öem üiel 
mar, ben |a)ie|tiaieii itaunuannÄitanb auf eine geijtig tjotjere Stuie 
au ^ebeu; ta)ou noo üane er beaualb angeregt, oie ooune unb 
autuuiugtm weiter bec großen Giraten lolUen in bie tfrembe gelten 
unb an äürt unb «teile — m Hamburg, Bonbon, Xiijiabon unb 
t^uoia — bic UKenjoben beä internationalen Xiementjanbelä fenneu 
lernen, fcrr tjaite jebod) mit bem totalen unb protmiaialen te>ei|t 
feiner neuen xiauosteute niajt geredjnet; uberall jtieß er mit feinen 
!uerbef|erung30orid)lagen auf Jbiiberftanb, unb biefe aiu itjrer be> 
0aglia)en iKuue auigeuorten (Elemente mufjten aud) bei ber Ute» 
gieruug in Berlin unb iüreälau jemen U$orfd)lägen nid)t ot)ne <£r> 
folg eutgegenauwirfeu. UJian wirb angeben mü|ieu, bafj mandjea, 
loas er anregte, ptjantaftnd) tlang, bafe t)ter bod) au luenig bie 
realen lüertjaltniiie im bamaligen $reufeen mit feinem tnappen 
iüubget in !üetrad)t geaogen waren; freilid), um ein enbgülhge* 
Urteil abaugebeu, befouber» über feinen immer wieber borgelegten, 
bielumftnttenen, fdjliefclid) fura bor feinem £obe angenommenen 
v 4>lau, aur Regelung ber 2lu*fut)r bon (2>arn C^arnmagaatne anau- 
legen, bebiirfte es eines genauen AftenftubiumS. 2)ie beiben 
heften Weimer fdjlefifdjer Söirtfd>aft^gefd)id)te in ben Seiten Srieb- 
rid)e beÄ OJrofjen, ö^ncr unb Simmermann, ftet)en in ber iüe- 
urteilung ber ^crfönlidjfeit $eter $afenclet>ere unb feiner Wirt- 
fd)aftlid)eu iRaifdjläge auf biametral entgegengefefctem ©tanb- 
punfte, unb betbe tonnen für it)rc 2lnfid)t beftätigenbe ©utadjteu 
bon 3ettgenoffen fomie Urteile aud ben 2lften anführen. So biel 
barf man fagen : ^Seter $afencleber& Slbfidjten waren ftetä gute, im 
Snterefie ber Allgemeinheit gelegen, Wenn er aud) in feiner un- 
ruhigen «iclgefdjäftiflfctt, bie fid) im Alter ntd)t geminbert au 
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haben fdjeint, feinen 9ftitmenfd)en oft „auf bte Kerben fiel". £r 
erinnert in biefer feiner unruhigen SBielgefdjäftigfeit etwa« an bie 
3ahlreid»en $rojeftenmad)er, toeldje im 17. unb 18. ^aljrhunbert 
immer toieber an ben bamaligen beutfd)en unb fremben Surften« 
!)öfen auftauten — id) erinnere nur an ben Sfcieberlänber 25en- 
jamin Maule im Berlin be$ ©rofeen Äurfürften unb an ben geni- 
alften unter ifjnen, an ben bielumftrittenen Schotten Sohn ßam 
in SBerfaillcS — , bie burd) eine feltfame SJerbinbung bon SSiffen- 
fd)aftlid)feit unb ßfjarlatanerie auf bie fd)mad)en Seiten ber bon 
ihnen erforenen £sp\ex fpefuliertcn unb, bi£ 3U einem gegriffen 
©rabe ehrlid), überjeugte ^bealiften, &auptf8djlid) beSfjalb fo 
leicht öeljör fanben, roeil fie StuSlänber maren, meil ber Nimbus 
ber örembe ihren JRatfrfjlägen ben ©ehalt gröfeerer SBelterfahrung 
3u geben fdjien. 

•£a3 ßanb jenfeitö beS DjeanS behielt $eter §afencleber ftetS 
im ftuge; befonberd al& e$ galt, nadj Seenbigung beS Unabhängig« 
feitSfriegeS unmittelbare $anbel£berbtnbungen mit ber neuen 
föcpublif anjufnüpfen, geigte er mit 5Borfd)Iägen nid)t. freilich, 
U)ie fo oft früher fdjon, liefe er ftd) in feinem unbertoüftlichen 
Optimismus burd) au rofig gefärbte Berichte täufdjen, berfiel er 
aud) jefct mieber in ben fehler, tatfächtid) borhanbene Schmierig- 
feiten au gering au achten; unmittelbarer, Sicherheit gemährenber 
§anbel mit ben ^Bereinigten Staaten mar für ein ßanb bon ber 
SSirtfdjaftSftruftur SPreu&enS bod) au8gefd)loffen, folange bie 
Jßapiergelbflut ber Union mie ber einaelnen Staaten ber Union 
nicht eingebämnü mar. 

Sebod) ba* alles finb nur Heine SKängel, toelctje feine grofeen 
SSoraüge nicht au oerbunfeln bermögen (St fttllte unter ben ba- 
maligen beutfetjen ßaufleuten einen befonberen 5£bpu8 bar, ber 
nicht nur auf jahraehntelangen Reifen — bamalö in $>eutfd)Ianb 
ein feltener Sali — bie Ofrembe grünMidj fennen gelernt hotte, 
fonbern aud ben in ber Srembe gemonnenen reiben (Erfahrungen 
bie grofee fiehre fid) angeeignet hatte, ba& nicht bie ftunft beö 
JRcdmenS unb bie Kenntnis ber ^Buchführung allein fdjon ben tüdj- 
tigen Kaufmann ausmache, fonbern bafe feine Slllgemeinbilbung 
nicht grofj, toeit unb tief genug fein tonne. SBaS im 16. 3ab,r» 
Ijunbert £homaS ©refham, ber Segrünber ber Sonboner 93örfc 
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für ©nglanb tatfäc^Cict) geroorben ift: ber ©djöbfer eineS allfetrig 
gebilbeten SlaufmannSftanbeS, ba8 mollte am (Snbc feiner £age 
$eter $afencleber für $)eutfd)lanb im 18. I^atyrljunbert merben. 
öm Sa^rc 1788 bot er feine Öebanfen über ben $anbel in einer 
5)enffd)rift für einen greunb niebergcfd)rieben: fie ift bon Anfang 
bis 8« ©nbe ein §ol)e$ Sieb auf ben ßaufmannäftanb, gefungen 
bon einem feiner beften Damaligen Vertreter, ber mirflid) au* 
jabraefmtelanger proftifdjer ©rfaf)rung berufen mar, in biefer 
Ofrage ein gen>id)tige$ äBort mttaureben. 

fciefer beredjtigte ©tola auf feinen 23eruf, biefer trofc aller 
eigenen bitteren Erfahrungen unerfd)ütterlid)e Olaube an bie ©Ijr« 
liä)feit beS flaufmann&ftanbeS in feiner ©efamt&eit gibt $eter 
$afencleberö begeifterten ©orten bie edjte Söeifje. S)ie ©igen- 
fdjaften beutftben §anbel8geifte$, toeldje hier gepriefen toerben, 
finb biefelben, bie $eutfd)lanb im 19. ^a^r^unbrt nürtfdjaftlid) 
unb bolitifd) mächtig unb ftarf gemacht Jjaben, auf benen aurf) Ijeute 
nod) — unb beute mefjr als je — feine Brunft beruht. SWödjten 
fie an i&rem Zeil baau beitragen, un$ aus ber gegenmärtigen 
ferneren 9tot au befreien I 



9t a $ f d) r i f t b e 8 $erau8geber8: $err $ro- 
feffor <Dr. Stcolf $afencleber fammelt gegenmärtig 9»aterial für 
eine au8fübrlid)e ©iograpfne feine« SJorfafjren Sßeter §afenclet)er 
unb littet bie fiefer be8 3af)rbud}8, bie erma im ©efitje bon StaäV 
ridjten ober ©ofumenten über beffen beutfä>amertfanifdje 95e« 
aiebungen ftn\ if)tn babon freunblidje 2Hittcilung mad)en au 
»ollen, ©eine Hbreffe ift: $alle a. @., tfcfanenftwfee 6. 



laoeliud) ür-n Wnftoö Drefel über feinen flnfentfjalt in Xeja* 

1837-41. 



S o r b e m e r f u n g. 

3n meinem Slufiafc über „§offmann Don gaUerßlcbenß JejanifdK 
hiebet " im legten »anöe beß ^abrDudjß roieß td) batauf bin, roie od* 
^ntereffe beß 2)id)terß für £er,aß auerft butd, Die lebenbigen ui^;t) 
lungen erregt mürbe, bie ÜJuftaü Xrefel, füraltd) auß \>lmcrifa gurüdge« 
leb«, Don (einen ter,anifd)en gabrten unb (irrleDni)jen ibm gab, alß er 
fid) im ^abre 1843 üorübergebenb im gaftlidjen £>auie Don (duftaod 
trüber, ßarl ^rciel, in Seifenbeim aufbielt. JEBte es fc^eim, oeiatuatj.c 
bamalß voffmann oon Fallersleben ben jungen Vlmcnfafaljter Die bod)* 
interejfanten VLraäblungcn nieberaufdjreiben. $n feiner Selbftbiograpbte 
berichtet $offmann barüber im ^abre 1848, roo er wieber in (Skijen* 
beim au &efud)e roeiltc, folgenbeß: 

„QJuftan arbeitete fleißig an feinem teraniidjen £agebud)e, unb lad 
unß baß ütollenbete nad) unb nad) in ben ÄbenDftunbcn bor. SÜß er 
jcltr meit bamit gebieben mar, gab er mir baß fertige aur Xurdjfidu. 
3dj unterjog mid) um fo lieber biefer Arbeit, alß td) ben Ukrfaifer jjum 
¥lufaeid)nen feiner merfmürbigen ISrlebniffe ücranlafet ^atte." 

(£in Jagcbud), beffen 3nb,alt fo tief auf unferen 2?idjter gemirtt 
unb Um Diellcidjt au einigen feiner fd)önften ,,£cr,anifd)en lieber" be* 
geiftert hatte, reifte jur Wad)forjd)ung, ob eß Dielieid)t nod) t or Dauben 
tei. manbte mid) baber an ben berübmten, mir befreunbeten "flugen* 
arat St>& ©uftaü Srefel in San Srancißco, einen Keifen beß JUcrfajjerv, 
unb ba»e bie große tfreube, Don ibm au erfabren, baß baß äKanutfript 
in feinem «eji&e fei, unb baß er eß mir gerne $um Vlbbrud im ^abr* 
bud) aur Verfügung ftelle. 

§errn Xt. ©uftao 2>refel bin id) aud) für bie nad)|"tcl)enben biogra* 
pbifajen Kothen über ben «erfaffer beß iagcßbudjß Derbunben. £r 
fdjcctbt: 

„ (geboren £u ©eifenbeim im SRljeiugau, Januar i -18, befudne 
(SJujtaD 2>refel baß ©nrnnafhim ju SBeilburg unb barauf eine $anbei*< 
fdjule — rocldjc, roctis icb ntd)t. 1887, 19*jabrig reifte er nad) Vitnerila, 
roo er, roic baß iagebud) ergibt, biß (£nbe 1841 oerblicb. Sßon 1842 — 
46 mar er im bätcrlid)en (i)efd)aftc in öeifenbeim tätig, roanberte bann 
aber befinitiü roieberum nad) iejaß auß. via war er gerabe im <k* 
griff, ein gröfecreß @efd)äft groifdjeu 9fcro Orleanß, «an Vlutonio unb 
ber £auptftabt 2)iejico einauridwen, alß er auf ber Steife oon ©aloefton 
nad) San »ntonio auf SXorriß %atm am gelben Sieber ftarb — Sep* 
temDer 1848. 2?rei iaae nad) feinem ^obe lanbetc mein ©atcr tn 
QlalDefton, ber, obne Iaufmännifd)e Menntniffe, jid) nid)t getraute, bie 
Cöeidjaftßanlagen feineß ÄJruberß fonaufübreu unb leiberl oanner in 
Sifterbale am oberen (äJuabalupe^tyluffe rourbc 
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„3" bem £agebudje mödjte idj nodj bemcrlen, bafe Sari Srefcl 
bei ättefte »erheiratete ©ruber ©uftabS mar, bafe bie ®efa>üifter aus 
adjt ©rübern unb ^mei Stfyoeftern beftanben unb mit ben (SItem $u* 
lammen einen t)armonifd)en unb glüeflieben 5amilicn!rei8 biibcten. 
#ür oiele ^oracfjrunbpter<jiger mar meines ®ro&t>aterS §au8 in Seifen* 
Li cini ein offenes $auS; (jreiligrat^ toar ein ^ugenbfreunb 6arl Brefeld, 
unb GJeifenpeim bot ibm einen häufigen 3ufI"<b'Sort üor feiner enblicfjcn 
ftludH nad) (Jnglanb. lUcin ©roßnater mar SWitglieb beS SBorpar* 
lamentS, baS im SÄära 1848 in ßcibelbcrg tagte. 3<9 ermähne baS nur, 
Da eS um fo bemerfenSmerter erfä)eincn mufe, ba& fid) ber neunachnjährige 
Jüngling ©uftao Drcfel, auS foldr) anregenbem Greife ftammenb, fo 
leid)t uno unbefangen in bie primittucn ©erbältniffe HmerüaS fanb unb 
bineinlebte." 

TaS Tagebuch entmirft eine fo anfdjaulidje unb farbenreiche 2d)\U 
berung beurfdjen ©ionierlebenS unb prtmitioer amerifanifdjer Ätultur 
iener 8«»*' bafe tS für ein mertüoIIeS gcfdncbttidjcS SJofument gelten 
barf, aud) roenn ber ©erfaffer nid)t in fo enger ©e^iebung 3u einem 
unferer gröfeten politifdjen Xidjtcr geftanben ^drte. SBer ftdj über bie 
beurfdkn ttnfiebelungen in Süb*2Beft*IesaS unb ben Anteil, ben 
bcutfdjc laifraft an ber Sntmidelung jenes Staates hatte, meiter un* 
terridjten mill, fei auf baS trefflid)e xhtd) „91 3°umet) tbrougb Ier,aS" 
bö greberitf JJaro ßlmfteab, 9lem 0orf 1857, foroie auf bie Schrift 
„tfeft*SIuSgabe aum fünfzigjährigen Jubiläum ber beutfdjen Äolonie 
JriebridjSburg," grcberidSburg, iejaS 1896, bingemiefen. 

3 um ©djluffe mödjte idj nod) bemcrlen, bafe in bem nad)ftcbcnben 
«bbrud beS SHanufcripteS bie Sdjreibmcife Des VerfafferS beibehalten 
mürbe. 

3- ®. 
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ftaljrt t»on Satire nad) Wem 9or! 17. 2Rat öi«f 17. 3uni 1837. 

Slngenehmer fonnte id) bie SReife über ben Ocean nid)t ma- 
chen, als auf bem frönen, befannten 9$afetfd)iff „Silbie be 
©race," ©apt. SBetbcrfjoIb. Slufeer bem ©ajntäin roaren atüci 
tüchtige Steuerleute (2lin£roorth & ©mith) unb 22 fräftige 9ßa« 
trofen hwreidjenb um aud) jeben @d)iff8bienft pünftlid) au Der« 
fehen. 217 beutfche Sluäroanberer, mie ®d)afe im 3mifd)enbed 
aufammengej>ferd)t, brachten Seben unb 2lbmed)älung in baS fonft 
eintönige @dnff*leben. 

23ir ruaren 45 SajütetUJaffagiere, Slmerifaner, Orrönaoien, 
S)eutfd)e unb ©nglänber, barunter einige Srrauenaimmer, bie in 
jeacr ©eielli^aft gurore gemacht haben mürben. (flJttfe ©tanton, 
bie belle Stmericoine be $ariS, etc.) 

3für $150.00 (circa 750 francS) Ratten mir ein Seben teie 
man eS in ben beften ©afthäufern führt. £äglid) (Safe, ©djocolat, 
ober 2Ijee, frifchc SWilc^, Sleifd) unb Sörot aum Örühftücf, in ber 
3nrifd)enaeit can be @elfc, Orangen, ©irojj« unb um 11 Uhr regel- 
mäfeig einen lundjeon. 2>aÄ SPttttageffen mar bezüglich, 9toth- 

unb SBet&mein nach ben erften ©ängen unb dhanupagner 

aulefct. 

SDie feinften SiqueurS begleiteten ben Safe. Sßad) bem 
2lbenbeffen »erlangten mir SBfngfeü, ©in, SKabeire ober anbere 
Hhinföe. m& mar in bie $150 einbegriffen. SSar ba£ SSetter 
gut fo fpielten mir auf SDecl unb Ratten mehr mie einen luftigen 
ZaQ. 3)ie 2lu$roanberer fangen bei Weiterem SBetter, roenn bie 
©eefranfheü ihre Äefjle nicht in Slnfprud) nahm, heimatliche Sie* 
ber, roaÄ einen eigenen rührenben GEinbrudf auf ber hohen ©ee 

machte. ©ine Sanbe SThiftfer liefe fid) aud) öfters hören. 

Dealer Sena aud Stuttgart fpielte bie ©uitarre mit Sfertigfeit 
genug um ben Söortrag feiner luftigen Sieber au erhöhen. ÜDZeinc 
©eföhrten roaren unter anbern: 2R. $oQänber, SBollermann unb 
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Wrofemann bon SRaina, ftrinifc bon $ari«, #ageborn bon $f)ila* 
belbfjia, efenroein unb ein nette« 2Jiäbd)en au« Stuttgart & 
SWoler ßang. 

(S&ebrolat, Slugufte & SKaut bon Öbon, <£aju«, ©afton unb 
©oulignet bon ©orbeaut; 9hima, CTreole, Garbentier bon Kante«. 
Meters bon £f)arle«ton, STblon unb Sftontant au« üßartimque, bic 
Familien ©tanton & Hamilton au« 5Rem gjorf, ©uföing & @b,am 
non ©ofton; Ötager bon CSanaba; ^ngtjam bom $oufe ^(ngb,am 
& (So. bon Dalmer«, JRic&arbS bon SBainmrig&t & <£o. $ari«. 

eine leibliche ©dnffSbibliotfjef, fottrie ©djadV, Dame- unb 
anberc ©bielc trugen baju bei um bie Stbenbe in ber geräumigen 
(Eajüte angenehm ausubringen. 

Stur menn bie ©ee f)od) ging unb beinahe alle $aff agiere an« 
fingen au fpuefen unb au Ilagen, Iangmeilte id} mid), ba id) ftett 
mo^I unb bei gutem Äbbetit mar. 

©djon 64 SWeilen bon ©anbb $oof, ber Sanbfbitie bon 92em 
#orf, traf un« ber ßootfe unb braute un8 ben 17. Sfuni ftdjer in 
ben $afen, nad) bem fid) bie 217 2Tu«toanberer um einen bermefyrt 
Ratten. 25er Heuling ift nad) STmericanifcfjem ©ecredjt ©oljn ber 
Stebublif. 

flnfeatfrlt « Wrto Dorf bom 17. ^snt 6t« 19. ftobemfcer 1837. 

einen angenehmeren ©egenfat) für bie klugen fann id) mir 
nirf)t leidet benlen, al« nad) einem monatlichen Stnfdjauen bon 
§immel & SBaffer blöfclidj in eine fo malerifdje ßanbfdwft hrie bie 
bon Kern g)orf bat) berfefet au fein. 

3fn ber SRac^t bon ©amftag auf ©onntag baffterten mir bie 
„9?arroro§" (ein 9ßatürlid)er ©anal ber bie ®ee mit ber ©ab ber« 
binbet) & logen ©onntagmorgen im fogenannten „Öuarantine 
arounb." e« mar munberftt)öne« Setter u. man fiatte ben bollcn 
©enufe ber f>crrlid)en Äu«fiaU 2>ie ©ab ift mit Dörfern & Öanb- 
fifcen umgeben, bie ftcf) jmifdjen bem immergrünen ©ufcfjroerf 
romantifd) ausnehmen. Drei Heine Unfein ftnb mit 2feftung«n>er« 
ten btbedt. Gtaftle (Farben, mit bem Sanbe bon Sßem Dorf burd) 
eine ©rürfe berbunben, wfinti Wl befonber« burd) feine Sage 
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aus. (?tn $ambffcf)tff legte an unferem ©djiff on & naljm mef). 
rcre bon uns auf, bte ungebulbig toaren nad) 91 cid ?)orf ju f om- 
ni en. 

®erabe auf ber füblidjften ©buje bon SDlanBattan ^dlanb tft 
9?eto 9orf gebaut, & baß Sufjerfte (fnbe ber Sfnfel ju einem öffent- 
lid)en ©arten (93attero genannt) umgefdjaffen toorben, bon bem 
man bte ganje ©ab üBerfdjauen fann. 

93on biefem ®arten lauft bie #aubtftrafee bon 9l&o Dorf 
(©roabmab) mitten burdj bie ©tabt. 

©ie Satterb tft ber ©ammelblafc ber feinen SBett toie bte 
23ouIebarb8 in 93ariS. S)a id) mehrere ©efannte in Tletn ?)orf 
Battc, ofme iljre Stbreffen ju toiffen, fo trieb id) mid) unter ben 
Sbaji ergängem umljer & mar gtücflitb, genug ©ernljarb STnbrae 
bon Srranffurt & ©&rift #anau in ber 93atterb au finben. ©etbe 
gingen mit mir an ben SanbungSblafe, um Stöbert SCuBin ab}u* 
Bolen, ber mit ber ^nbebenbence, (£abt. 9faje bon ßiberbool, tn 24 
£agen mit unö 8" gleidjer 3«t im $afen eingelaufen mar. 

llnfer ©eböcf burften mir erft nadj STnhmft ber ©djiffe an 
ben SBerften anS Sanb bringen. SBir matten baBer bor^er notfi 
eine Suftmanblung, burd) bie $aubtftrafee unb fähigen bann un- 
ter Quartier in bem ©oarbing &oufe ber SftrS. ©iftare, 170 
©roabmab auf. STuBin unb idi Raiten im ableiten ©todf ein 8n» 
flanbtS-Bimmer nad) ber ©tra&e BinauS unb ein ©djiafaimmer, 
mofür ein jeber $10.00 & fbäier $9.00 bie SBodje mit ftoft Be- 
3Q^Ite. ©d)miit, ©beiger, ©Raffer & bie Beiben ßebenlmgen (too- 
bon fbäter Oeorge in meinem Simmer in £eya3 ftarB). 

Weife nad) "Uljilabclöljia nnb SBofljinßton am SnSqnc^anna, 
(Snbe KobemBer Biß Witte »bttl 1838. 

Um niäjt länger otjne ©efdjäftigung in SRetb f)oxt treuer ju 
leben reifte idj nad) WlabelbBia ben 19. SßobemBer 1837. $ie 
Entfernung bon Kern f)orf ift 90 2Reilen, tocldje id) auf $ambf» 
5ot unb ©ifenBaBn für $2.50 in % SCag angenehm jurütflegtc. 
^n ftero ^erfcb baffterten mir bie 93iIIa beS ©X'&önigS SofebB 
bon ©banien. Sn SCremont $oufe in ©jeftnut aBgeftiegen, fanb 
id) @. S)oerr & 18. Sfnbreae an ber SCafel. SBir berleBten 8 5Cage 
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nana luftig, unb fasert un£ Btäbt unb Umgegenb an, machten eine 
5af)rt nach Wonoöorcf, befugten bic £heaier unb Ratten in ge« 
fd)äftlid)cr $infid)t nicht mehr ©rfolg als in 9cem f)oxf. (?S märe 
überfliifng ctmaS über bic fReinlidjfeü ber Straften, bie fronen 
öffentlichen öebänbe, ben Warftblafe, etc., iu fagen, ba man ba- 
ruber überall Berichte finben fann unb gehe baher über auf meine 
SBeiterreife nad): 

Safljington am <5u«<i»fl>onna, Gabe ttobember bis Witte 

Vptil 1838. 

9(uf ber (Jifenbahn burchfuljren mir bie 80 Weilen bon W* 
labelphto über ßancefter nad) Columbia am ©uSquebannah bfeil- 
jcfmcll. Sei SSirt Gooper in SBafhington §alt nabmen mir, baS 
beiftt ©. $oerr, 9Tnbreae, 25r. 93itncr eine Shitfche & langten bor 
Sonnenuntergang bei ffiirt $oIahaufer in SBafhington an. £ie 
Wcgcnb überrafchte mich, benn fte gletcJtjt in bielen ©tüefen bem 
Wbcin oberhalb beS 3Hnger ßod)S. 33ei (Tolumbia ift eine IV2 
Weifen lange S5rürfc über ben bort auSneljmenb breiten tSlu% ge- 
baut, maS fidt) mit bem Sörüdfenbad) großartig ausnimmt. SJon 
bort bis eine fyalbe Stunbe unterhalb ber 3)orfc8 SBafhington 
gleicht ber Hrlufe einem @ee. 7 Snfeln in einer ©rubbe unb biele 
Reifen benehmen tb,m baS Einförmige. Unten engen ftd) bie ©e- 
birge & bort beginnen bie berühmten aber auch berüchtigten RälTe 
beS <5uSquebannab, bie 23 Weiten meiter nacb ^ßort $ebofit erft 
i-nben. 8ür $2.50, nachher $2.00, hotte ich ein 3intmer, ganj 
gute floft ein $ferb, Ganoe (SRachcn) au meiner Verfügung, 
ftriebrieb Gifenhart auS Sarihaufen bebiente mid) fl. 2.30 .Gr. ben 
Wonat. fteuer hatte ich nacb, 93elicben. S)urch meinen Sfreunb 
9itncr mar icb, balb im $orf & ber Umgegenb befannt. 3)r. 93it- 
ner'S ©rofeooter ftammte auS <5ad)fen, fein 93atcr mar ©cqreiner 
unb ^achter ber grofeen b,iefigcn Shabftfd)ercien, bie ihm mandicS 
^nbr bis (JfT. 3000 abmarfen. ©iefer Wann, obmohl in Stmerifa 
geboren, fbrad) baS CFnglifdje fcljr fcqtecqt, mar bagegen Weifter 
bcS fogenanten ^ennfilbania $)eutfd), — ein ©emifd) bon (5ng- 
liftf) & Smroäbifd). Dr ©itner hatte fid) burch ©elbftftubium fo- 
roett gebrad)t, bafe er mit 18 !J$ah«n bie Webiatnifche #od)fd)uIe 
in ^Pbirabelbhio befudjte unb bereits nach einigen fahren fein 
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S)ibIom als 2trjt erhielt. 2Jhi ber ganaen ©cgenb bon Sfugenb 
auf befannt Ijatte er halb eine Bebeutenbe ^ßrayiS, heiratete bic 
£od)ter eines auSgemanberten ^reujjifdjen Beamten 93urg.$oIfc- 
$au8 unb mürbe burrf) beren Vermögen in ben ®tanbt gefegt be- 
quem au leben. (£r mar SBittmer als id) if>n fennen lernte unb 
ba&er au jeber gefelligen Unterhaltung um fo bereitmilliger. 
STmerifaner bom ganzen ^erjen, liefe er bod], ungteid) ben meiften 
Sfnbern, ber ©urobäifdjcn llcberlegcnfjeit an geiziger SluSbübung 
©eredjtigfeit mieberfafyren. (?r war 2)emorrat unb ftrenger 2Tn- 
länger Sfccffon'S hrie übertäubt bic meiften Sßennfdlbanier. 

ffletfe bon ©afomaton «ad) %ort SRabifon, Witte 9l»ril bis SRiHe 

3Rot 1838. 

Sn CTolumbia, 1 ©tunbe bon SBaföington, fdnfften mir unS 
auf bem GTanalboot nad) ^ittsburg ein. 2>ieS ftnb gafyraeuge rote 
bie #oHänbifd)en £reffrf)nitcn, bon einem ^Jferbe gebogen & 
gelten Xclq & 9lad)t. SDie Steife ging ben ©uSquefjannab, entlang 
& bann im engen, milbromantifdjen ^uniata 23jal hinauf. SBMr 
fuhren an §arriSburg borbei, ber ^aubtftabt beS Staates $cnn. 
& bemunberten in ber 9Worgenfonne baS fdjöne ©taatSgebäube. 
SBermirielft ©djleuffen waren mir bis §oritobog§burg, am gufee 
beS Sniegband ©ebirgS, geftiegen naajbem mir 2 Slüffe, über bie 
ber ©anal auf ©rücfen geleitet mar, bafftiert Ratten. $ie Steife 
mürbe immer interef fanter; mir b,atten jetjt 40 SReilen meit baS 
©ebirge, bis ^ofjnStomn jur (fifenbaljn, aber ob,ne Dambf* 8" 
überfdjreiten, mittelft ©egengemidjt mürben fämtlicfje fdjmcr be« 
labenen Sßapcn ben Söerg bjnaufgeaogen. Oben auf bem ©djcitel, 
3000 gufj über ber 9WeereSfIärf)c ftet>t ein SöirtfjSfjauS. $icr 
fonnte id) mid) bei einem guten öfrüljftücf beS ©ebanfenS nid)t 
crmefjren bafo bod) mir (hirobäer & barunter befonberS mir 
$)eutfd)e nod) meit hinter ben 2tmerifanern aurürfftefjen nid)t in 
$jbeen, aber in ber STuSfüljrung berfelben. 

$)ie Überlegenben tfjeoretifdjen 2)utd)mcn mürben eine Kom- 
pagnie gleid) banferott erflären bie eS ftd) einfallen liefee einen 
Kanal & eine ©ifenbafm über 3000 5uftöof)eS ©ebirge anjulegen. 
SBeim §tnunterfafjren, maS am Staube eines fteilen 9tbgrunbeS 
burd) ©egengemiajt leidster bonftatten ging, als man benfen follte, 
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jogcn bie SKeifeten bor au Sufe 8" »anbeln. GS roar fdjon ein. 
mal gefdjefjen bafe bic Helten ri&en hielte bie Sagen im Öauf 
bemmen unb Sagen & 9ttenfd)en aertrümmert tourben. 2tm Gnbe 
ber $aubtabbebnung ftiegen wir roieber ein & fuhren burd) einen 
900 3f"6 langen Tunnel, ber burd) einem Steifen genauen ift. 
Später baffierten roir auf einem Ganalboot einen burd) einen 
$erg gearbeiteten Xunnel. 2>ie ganje Weife ift um fo untermal» 
tentcr ba man faft überall bom Ofa^aeuge abfbringen fann & 
fidjer ift eS an ber näcbjten Sdjleufe roieber einaufjolen. SCuf biefc 
Seife ftridjcn roir öfter« mit bem ©eroebr burd) baS ©ebüfd) & 
maditen $tagb auf §afen & ©eflügel. 

Gin Stbeil beS MllegbanbfluffeS ift als 5af)rroaffer benufet. 
Sei $ittsburg bereinigt er fid) mit bem SRonongafjela & bilbet 
ben O^io. 

SBir ftiegen ab im Uniteb StateS $otel Bei bem bie Sanol' 
boote anlegen, & unfer erfte ©ebanfe roar unS nad) einem Dampf' 
boot für ben Oberen SRifftffibbi umaufeben. Da roir bebeutenb 
titele ftradjt, Letten & §auSgerätf), bei uns batten & ber Doctor 
nier nod) Ofen & anbere $auS&altungSfad)en einfaufte, fanben 
roir billige ^affage bis au unferem SeftimmungSort gort SWabi- 
fon, auf bem Dambfboot „Sonette," Gabt, tfemble. 

^ittsburg ift eine Ofabrilftabt im roabren Sinne beS SBorteS. 
Gifenbämmcr, ©ieffereien, ©laSbütten, etc., berurfadjten ein fol- 
rf)eS ©ebolter & einen folgen Stcinfoblcnbambf, bafe man fid) in 
eine englifdic Jfabrifftabt berfefet glaubt. Gifcncra & ßoblen, 
auef) Sola roirb in ber Sftäbe im lleberfluft gcroonnen. Der bjefi» 
ge $olabnnbel ift febr bebeutenb. $ittSburg ift ber Stabclblat* 
^ennffilbanicnS]. Dambfboote geben nad) allen feilen ber 
grofecn Ströme. 

Die Stabt bat aroar ein büftereS 3luSfeben burd) ben im« 
merroäbrcnben .Qoblenbambf, inbeffen fel)lt eS burdjauS nidjt an 
fcfjöncn ©ebäuben & felbft Straften. Die STatbolifdje $ird)e in 
rocld)er id) einem ©otteSbienft beiroobnte, ift aufeer ber ßatljcbrale 
in «Rem Orleans roobl bie gro&te biefer Sonfeffion in ben Ber- 
einigten Staaten. $d) bemerfte biele Deutfdje. Das neue ©e- 
fängnife ift ober roirb biel mebr auSgcaeidmet fd)ön & geräumig. 
GS roar nod) nid)t gana ausgebaut als id) eS fal). 
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gd) hatte bloS $42. in ber 5£afd^e als id) bie Steife antrat. 
$)ie (Eanalfahrt foftete mid) $12. == fl. 30., für 500 engfifd&e 
teilen. SWetne 9fced)ming im #oteI roar $8. ($1 auf ben Sag. 
fef>r billig!) $20 ftretfte id) bem (£abitän bor, für bie Sahrt nad) 
Sorna um f^atcr nid)t in Verlegenheiten au gerathen. $1.25 gin* 
gen für fleine Ausgaben hin, fo bafe id) bie SBeiterreife mit 75c in 
ber £afd)e beftreiten mufete. ®aS ift fo ein eigenes OefübX man 
berfbührt fo eine STrt SRü<hternheit & Unbehaglidrfeit. GS bünft 
einem, %ebev fönne auf bem ®eftd)te ben SSiberfdjein beS leeren 
©elbbeutelS erblidfen. 

$fd) roar übrigen« hochft fibel inbem id) feft borouf regnete in 
ben Stanb gefefct au werben meine $läne im SSeften a" berroirl« 
Iid)en. 

2)aS obere Ohiothal ift aiemlic!^ interefant. ifteue Stabtc 
fbringen in jeber bortheilbaften #anbel§tage auf. SBb^eeling ift 
ein hübfd) gelegenes Stabtchen. 2Btr legten hier an & befolgen 
uns baSfelbe. 3)urd) SBheeling müffen Beinahe alle SBagenaüge 
ber 3fuSroanbcrer baffierten bie nad) bem 9Beften aiehen. Obfdjon 
man in ben Vereinigten Staaten an foldjen UebergangSblafcen 
gctoöbnlid) Stombffäbren beftfet, fah ich hier ftattbeffen nur ein an 
einem Tangen ©eil befeftigteS gahraeug, baS burd) bie Straft bcS 
(Stromes bon einem Ufer ans anbere gefchroungen tourbe. 

SKartetta & SDfortjSbille ftnb bie bebeutenbften Stabtdjen auf 
bem SSeg nad) Sincinnati. (3oar, 9tabb§, (Solonb, ©enerat $ar* 
rifon'S form). 

$fn SßortSmouth roo ber (£anal bon (Stebelanb enbigt nahmen 
^rtir bicle SReifenbe ein & jroar merfroürbigerroeife einen ÜRübJen 
baucr mit ad)i jungen 2euten, bie ben ÜRiffifftbbi hinauf rooüten 
■m Sagemühlen anaulegen. Sflfo roaren auch anbere auf unfere 
'Osbce gefommen. 

@S ftnb aroar $)ambfmühten genug oberhalb St. ÖouiS am 
2Jfifftfftbbi borhanben, aber um burd) SBafferfraft getriebene an« 
aulegen & um Srithtenhola in ber Sftafje au haben, mufjte man 
fid) in bie roilben ©egenben ber oberen ©etoäffcr begeben, bon roo 
man bie Dielen flöffen fann. $a8 $ofa hat man bort umfonft 
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3(n Gincinnati bermeilten mir einen Ijnl&en £ag. $>d) be- 
fud)te 2)r. Oberborf an ben id) ©mbfcblungen bon ©ibbS baite. 
2)ie ©tobt gefiel mir febr. ©ie bot ungefähr 30,000 Sinmobner 
barunter 12,000 £eutfd)e bon geringerer (Haffe. Bor 50 Sfcbren 
mar Ijier nod) eine SBüfte. Sefot finbet man jeben SujuS ber 
größeren ßurobäifcben ©täbte. Raubet & ©croeroe finb bebeu» 
tenb, als 9ftarFt$)Iat$ für bie (Jraeugniffe beS ergiebigen ©taatcS 
Obio. 2RrS. £rotIob tootynte bier längere Seit & nod) finb bie 
©ebäubc borbanben, meldje fte erbauen aber nid)t bcjablen liefe, 
wie bie Sfmerifaner fagen. SouiSbille, bie §aubtftabt bon Ren« 
rurfo, mar ber nädjfte $Iafc bon 93ebeutung. #ier blieben mir 
beinabe einen £ag. ©S mar ©onntag morgen als id) anS Ufer 
trat um bie ©tabt in 2Tugenfd)cin ju nebmen. fbaaierte ben 
Quai entrang unb mar nidjt menig überrafd)t blöfclid) S^cunb 
Ouftab ÄöfligS bor mir au feben. SBir liefen ben ganaen 5Cag 
berum bradjten einen luftigen 9tad)tnittag bei STöllig'S greunb 
®d)Ioffer au. $$d) »or im $abr 1836 in $ari§, mufetc mobl, bafe 
er in 9ßem Orleans etabliert fei, bermutetc aber nidjtS meniger 
als ibn bier mieberaufinben. 2Tud) ^ItiS mit bem id) fpater näber 
befannt mürbe, lernte id) bier fennen. 53on SouiSbille abmärtS 
bcrliert ber Obio an Sn^reffe. Sic Stnftcbtungen merben feltener 
unb bie Ufer fladjer. $om SfuSflufe beS Ot)io bis ©t. ßouiS mo 
mir rafteten rcdjnet man 300. SReilen. 53er Obere £beit mit feinen 
felftgen boben Ufern ftidjt febr ab bon ben nieberen ©egenben 
beS SWifftfftybi. SWebrere ber fenrred)tcn Seifen finb aum ©tat- 
tomerS benufct, mel(be mir unmillfürlidi unfere 9hiinen am $tt>c\n 
inS ©ebätbtniS riefen. *9ei #erculancum, bem ©leibebot ber 
SEienen bon $otofi legten mir aum legten male an unb festen 
bann unfere Steife bis ©t. ßouiS fort mo mir SßadjmittagS att' 
famen. SBir burd)Iiefen bie ©tabt unb maren nidit menig über« 
rafd)t ein fdjöneS Xbeatergebäube unb eine STatbotifdje ßirdje au 
finben. 2)a bie ©tobt bon tVranaofen angelegt mürbe fo Beftebt 
noeb ein SCbeil ber SBemoljncr unb jmar ber reidjerc auS Areolen, 
aud) bie $eutftf)en finb aablreid). 

9Jon ©t. ßouiS aufmärts mirb bie ©egenb biel abmedjjeln- 
ber; bie Ufer finb böber unb fd)öne Unfein bäuftg. Bobalb man 
bie ÜWinbung beS 2RiffifftbbifIu&eS überfebritten bat, mirb baS 
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SEBoffer be£ 9Wifftffibbi auSnehmenb Hat. 3n Marion, einem 
neugegrünbeten ©täbdjen im ®taate SWiffouri festen mir mehrere 
9Iu§manberer ans ßanb. ©o erhielten mir 9Wufec bie Slnfiebclung 
in ftugenfehein an nehmen. 

CHnige framehoufeS (SJretterbäufer) unb log^cabinS (Stocf. 
häufer) bilbeten bie ©tabt. Cuincb in 2fbam3 (So. in ^11. ift Be- 
reits ein anfebnlidieS Stäbtdjcn unb betreibt bebeutenben #anbcl 
in ben ^robueten beS ßanbeS. Sefet feben mir fdjon häufig 3(n* 
biancr auf ber rechten beS SWiffiffibbi, befonberS in bem !>alfbreeb 
traef mo fic ftamilienmcife unter ihren .'Bütten fafjen, bie au3 
iyaumameigen unb 9iobr anfammengefügt finb. 3)iefe Snbianer 
bie meift franaöfifd)eS ©Int in fid) haben faubermetfdjen ^rar\' 
3Öfi fcl) unb i^nbianifcf) burdjeinanber. Sftachbem mir bie „9tabibS" 
paffiert hatten, fomic ben SluSflufe beS frönen 3rfn&d)en8 
SWoineS fuhren mir am Ufer ber „93fad §amf ^urdjafeS" ent« 
lang bis gort 90?abifon mo mir eines frönen ©onntagmorgcnS 
an§ ßanb ftiegen. 

STnfeiitfjalt in ^otoa Xetritort). 

»ei ÜKrS. Änabb in gort SNabifon, bie baS hefte boarbing- 
houfe hielt. $ch hatte bem „bootS" (©tiefelbufeer) meine 75c auf 
bem SDambfboot bejaht unb mar nun ohne einen Gent beinahe 
6000 Letten Don ber $eimatb entfernt. STIle in biefem 5£er- 
ritorium mohnenben ßeute hatten baS Don ihnen bearbeitete unb 
> in 3Tnfbrueh genommene ßanb noch ntdt)t befahlt, ba bom ©obern* 
ment ber bereinigten Staaten noch fein SBcrfauf abgehalten mar. 
2Jlan nennt biefe SInfieblerS fguatterS. 2Bir haben in Raffle beS 
SerfaufSrcchtS — breembtion-rigbt — baS Srftgebot bei ben öf- 
fcntlictjcn SSerfteigerungen auch ein gemiffeS Quantum ßanb mo» 
bon fic aber bem ©efefce naef) einen £ljcil fultibirt haben müffen. 
2(uf biefe SBeifc berbienen toicle arme Familien biet ©clb, noch 
ehe fic eine (SabitalSauSlage für ©runb unb ©oben nöthtg hoben. 
3bre farmS finb oft fdjon $4 — 6 ben Sfcfer merth noch ehe fie 
ben ©obernmentSbreiS bon $1.25 barauf au entridjtcn haben. <&o- 
halb Ofrembe bon etmaS STnfehen in einer folgen SRieberlaffung 
anlangen, merben fic gleich bon ©becutanten aufgefudjt, Sfeber 
hat ihnen eine bortheirhafte ©trecte ßanbeS anaubicten. UnS ge- 

348 



Digitized by Google 



<Deutf($»Hmeti!anif<$e@ef$id&t3bIätter 

fdjab, baS befonber£, ba mir mit bieten haften unb ©erätbjdwften 
anlangten. SBir benufcten bieS um jebe nur mögliche SluSfunft 
über bie SBerfjältniffe biefeS interejfanten Staate^ 8" erhalten. 
Tltü. ttnapp mar eine nod) junge SBittme bon fdjönem, Vldjtung 
gebietenben Sleufceren. SBor 4 Sohren alÄ baä 2anb nod) faum 
ben roilben ^nbiönern entriffen mar Ijatte fie iljren SJiann ber- 
loren; er tyatte baä Unglüd fid) auf ber ^agb au erfd)iefjen. 
K Mii. ftnopp eraäbjte mir ftunbenlang Don ben $efab,ren roeldje 
fie auägeftanben, alö nur erft roenige Slnfiebler in öort Ultabijon 
rooljnten unb biefe bon ©paaren ameibeutig gefinnter ^nbianer 
umlagert roaren. iblad $arod mar einer ber berübmteften Sin- 
füljrer ber Söilben in neuerer Seit, £d) blatte bad ölüd ibji 
rote feinen Sotjn, foroie ben Häuptling ber Siouj unb 3°J e ^' ben 
ber DfageÄ Stämme unb Slnbere mit üjren ö^milien in üttero 
gorf au fetjen. Die 93er. Staaten-9legierung liefe biefen Söbjieu 
ber Öübnifj alle Sebenj&roürbigfeiten aeigen um tynen ^brfurdjt 
unb Sdjredeu einauflbfeen. (nn Dr. iUeejmbl, bon bcutfdjer 3lb- 
funft, lub uns ein feine %avm au befudjen, um uuä eine ^bec 
bon ber ßrgiebigfeit beS Jüanbeä au geben. Söir gingen 5 teilen 
buid) ben Jlöalb unb mürben balb burd) 2lrtfd)läge unb brennenbe 
iöäume auf ben redjten SBeg an be£ Doctor* Änfiebelung geroiefen. 
^n einer log cabin fafe feine grau unb beioirtljeie unö balb nad) 
einem b,eralid)en Sßillfommen mit 5£l>ee unb ÜJiaiäcaleä (tleine 
fnetige Äuajen auÄ inbianifdjem Äorn) unb einem Sdjlud 
äöbisieo. 'Man mufe bie amerifanifdjen grauen berounbern roenn 
man fie bie oft früher in ben ©tobten bon allem &u£u£ umgeben 
toaren, in biefen SBilbniffen, in fd)led)t bcrroaljrten J8lodl)äufern, 
ftatt auf Dielen auf btofem ßcljmbobcn, mit aller ©rgebenbett 
bie Ijäuölidjcn Arbeiten unb mit einem $luftanbe bcrridjten fiebj, 
ber auf früher gläuacnbe Ukrljöltniffc fdjliefeen läfet. Der Doctor 
rietb, und jefet Sßferbe einaufangen unb au fattlen bamit mir uod) 
Dor Sonnenuntergang baS fianb bitrdjreitcn tonnten. So unge- 
nirt gebt es Ijer. Selbft ift ber äJiann. §err Stlccpurjl tjatte 
einen claim bon 640 Siefer — ba© SDiarimum nad) ben ^recuu;- 
tion rigbjd — unb babon fd)on 150 Slcfcr tragbar gemad)t. Da- 
bei benufcte er bie fdjönen Sötefengrünbe luv SBiefjjudjt unb fab, 
getroft einer forgenfreien ^ufunft entgegen. Seinen Selbarbei- 
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tern tatyic er $15 ben SKonat unb trofebem waren fie ferner au 
hoben. Den 3(benb Drohten mir bei einem groben Saminfeucr 
3u. Die aoiiae (iinwoljnerftfjaft einer fold)en ^ßflanaung lebt unb 
webt aufanunen wie eine Familie. Dr. ©irner unb id) ruhten 
Ijerrlidj auf einem bon SWr». itlecuiu}! gearbeiteten ©ette wcld)e3 
einer 

Q u i 1 1 i n g ^ a r 1 l) ! 
feinen Urfbrung berbanfte. Sobalb nämlid) ein neuer Sin« 
fömmling in biefer ffiitbnife fid) blitfen läfet, fommen feine SRadj- 
bam bie oft meilenweit entfernt Wonnen, Ijerbei unb bcwillfom« 
inen iljn. Sie beftimmeu bann einen Sag au meldiem fie au 
Werbe, bie ?Irt auf ber 3d)ulter, erid)einen, unb bauen bem 
SremMing ein #auS, b. I). eine log cabin; worin biefer bcrbleibt 
bi§ e* if)m bielleid)t fpäter feine ©erljältniffe erlauben fid) be- 
quemer cinaurid)ten. Die grauen unb DWäbdjen berferti» 
gen auS bon ber $au3frau feit lange gefammelten Sap- 
pen, gana fnmerrifd) aufammengefe^tc Deden. Diefe Ouiltin.i 
partieS finb gcroögnlidj ©eranlaffung a" Seften. Stbenb» 
fommen bann bie ÜJiänner unb Ijolen igre Angehörigen wieber 
ab. ©ewögulid) fefct fid) bie grau Innrer ben ÜJlann auf's ^Jferb, 
unb fünf gel)t e3 bann burd) SSalb nnb 2Siefe nad) ber oft ent- 
lernten SÖohnung. öerabe gort Sflabifon gegenüber liegt eine 
grofjc ^nfel wol)in id) unb ber Doctor auf bie ^agb gingen. SBir 
entbedteu ein grofjeä Sager bon erft füralid) bagewefenen S"- 
bianern. 3^ uu£ 9tot)r unb ©aumrinbe, ftnodjen, ^elawerf u. 
b. g. Söir erfegten nur wenige (£nien. Die ^nbianer garten 
alles §od)wilb getöbtet. £inen intereifanten 3(u3f(ug madjten 
mir burd) ©lad .§amf ^urdjafe über 5ort ÜWontrofe nad) granciS« 
bille, am 2Ut3fIuffe beS Des ÜWoineS 8I»ffe3. Der Doctor mie- 
tt)ete fid) ein $ferb ba er einen lähmen 3»6 hatte unb ict) wanbelte 
mit einer $agbtafd)e toller SUetuigfciten nebenher um bei ben 
Snbianern oben am Des 2ttoineS (ber bie örenae bilbet awifäen 
SoWa & 2Jtfffouri), bie wir yeimfudjen wollten, einen bong 
einauganbcln. ©lad #awf ^urd)afc t)at feinen Kamen bon bem 
Häuptling gleiten SßamenS bem, nad)bem er befiegt war, bon 
ber {Regierung eine ©tretfe SanbeS als Aufenthalt unb ©igen- 
tgum gegeben, welches er fpäter an bie ©er. Staaten aurüdber- 
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3Bir brausten beinah einen ganaen £ag um bie 20 2ßeilen 
aurürfaulegen. So oft mir an einen grofeen cteef OÜad}) tarnen 
fprang id) hinter ben £)octor auf's ^iferö. i£)eu Slbenb in ftrancid- 
bille, nur aus einer einzigen Jiln|teblung beftcl)enb baten mir ben 
rtffianaer uni ein Maduquartier. „ttem $lafc, M mar bie furac 
Äntmort. Juiir fragten nad) bem üukg aur nädtften log cabin. 
„10 teilen ben 5lu& hinauf" bad mar beim bodj etmad au biell 
3n tftodjt unb hiebet, mitten burd) bie Urmälber ein Nachtquartier 
au judjen, nadjbem id) 20 llleilen burd) bicE unb bünn gemanbect 
mar. äüit fteliten itjm uufere befdjeibenen JhJünfdje bor, bod) ber 
aätje Jfihrth lub und nid)t eher ein bid fein intereffanied fdjönei 
£od)terlein (£Iifa in i^ti brang und bod) nid)t aiehen aulaffen. 
Jüiir mürben aurüdgerufen ald mir eben bem unfreunblidjen 
^flanaer ben Würfen geteert hatten, spater temte id) beffer mit 
biefen beuten uingeijen. 35er statin mollte und blod feine Un- 
abhängigfeit unb ben aBunfd) nid)t beiäftigt au fein au erfennen 
geben. Hlud) aalte er teine iöequemlidtfeiten für Örembe. ©r 
mar nur garnier. Sie ibJirttjiu unb befonberd itjr £od)terleui 
traten ittUed mad in il>ren Gräften ftanb und für ben erften 
empfang au entfdjäbigen; fie h|d)ten und reid)lid) auf, 2Jüld), 
roiloen J^onig, iLKaiscatea, getrodnetea Öleifd) unb bed folgeuben 
borgend &hlbbret. teine Spreu neben ber ber Arbeiter bientc 
und aur Üagerftatt. £er ^flanaer ber au* Ohio audgemanbert 
mar, gab und bieic s 4udfunft über bad Üanb unb bie Snbianer, 
unb hätte fet)r gemünfdjt baf> mir länger bei ihm geblieben 
mären. &ür bad liebernadjten unb s ^ferbefüttern beaahlten mir 
$1.50. 5Ded folgenben borgend traten mir bie SÖeiterreife nad) 
rteofudd SUilktge an. (is ging ein ^iibianerpfab om ölüfedjeu 
hinauf, befien Ufer mirflid) lieblid) milb finb. 2Bir {amen au 
oielen berlaffenwn ;>nbianerhütten borbei, unb fanben bann biete 
ber äöilben felbft. Gin grofjer £beil ber Siouj unb Öored be- 
gab fidj bamald nad) 9tod Sdlanb mo eine S)ibibenbe auf einen 
«auf ber Per. Staaten in barer HKünae audgeaahlt roerben jolltc. 
Sdjon in ^enfolbania hatten mir babon gehört unb bom Snbian 
Ägcnt $insborf babon in itentuife gefegt unb aufgeforbert, Juiaren 
nad) SRod Sdlanb au nehmen unb ben ^nbianem au beräufeern. 

äReine ^ionb Speculation mi&lang gänalid). $ie Siour, unb 
gojed, bon jeher Xobtfeinbe ber mäd)tigen Ofjagcd (Stämme be> 
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retteten fid) öum Kriege mit biefen Silben bor, unb brausten ba- 
&er tyre fämilid)en ^ferbe. Öfür $5 f)ätte id) jebod) einen Äauf 
abfdjliefeen tonnen, ©in Sfobian traber fdjmamm auf einem 
glofe bon menigen 53aumftämmen ben 2)eS ÜftoineS 3lufe Ijinab. 
Gr mar oben am Slufe gemefen, fcatte feine SBaren beräufeert unb 
madjte nun auf biefe SBeife ben SRüdmeg bis jur ÜDWinbung roo 
t-r S)amj>fbote treffen fonnte. SBir toanberten lange 3^ am 
Stuffe Ijinab bis mir an einige $ütten öon Seifjen bemol)iü an- 
langten. §ier erfrifdjten mir uns ermaS, nahmen nod) y 2 Sßfunb 
3miebacC mit unb madjten und ftujner SBeife quer burd) ein un' 
berootjnteS Sanb ben Seg nad) Qori SRabifon. (£S mar bielleidjt 
4 lU)r SliadjmittagS als mir aufbraten. Sir ridjteten und jmar 
immer nad) ber ©onne unb sogen fo burd) ^rairie unb ©ebüfd), 
aber nad) menig ©tunben mareu mir bod) gänalid) irre, ftein 
äöeg, lein 3eid)en bon menfd)lid)er #anb fcalf und ba aus bcr 
ftotf). £>er ©octor fragte mid) mo id) glaubte bafj Offen läge. 
3d) gab meine ©rünbe, er bie feinen, bie mir einleuchten, unb auf 
gut QHüd festen mir unfern Seg fort, olme au miffen mo mir bie 
9tad)t aubringen mürben, ^d) mürbe nad) unb nad) bom Sanbern 
im ^o^en ©ras fo mübe, bafe id) $alt borfd)lug. Sir mahlten 
einen bufd)igen (fid)baum aum ßbbad), lie&en baS ©treitrofj Oka* 
treffen fobiel eS mollte, unb hungerten bei einem guten geueu. 
2)ieS mar mein erfteS Sftadjtlager im Orgien. Sir maren aber 
guter Saune unb fafjen unfre Sßiftolen nad), benn Silbe gab es 
genug in bei Umgegenb. 2lud) ^atte ber S)octor über $6000 in 
iöanfnoten auf bem ftörber. 2)eS nädjften SDiorgenS früfye er* 
Imben mir und bon unferem garten ßager unb fteuertcn immer 
nad) Often au. Unfere 3R>iebäd*e reid)ten nid)t aus um unfere 
Gräfte aufred)t au galten, befonbcrS mar id) fef)r matt, ba mid) 
ber SDoctor feine* 3rufeeS falber nid)t aufs $ferb laffen tonnte, 
©egen SWittag erblirfte mein fbä&enbeS Stuge in ber unabfcljbarcn 
ebene eine $ütte — ein göttlicher «nblicf in meinem bamaligen 
Suftanbe! 2>a ging eS mieber munter barauf loS. Stile ©tra- 
bten maren bergeffen. 3d) folgte bem ©ränge meines leeren 
2JiagenS. öalb f)örte id) au» bem SWunbe eines SanbSmann*. 
trineS Weinbauern, bafe Stiles maS fein SBorratf) barböte uns aur 
Verfügung ftünbe. %d) fcotte ben beutfd)en geloben — er f)atte 
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nur ein 2tuge, aber aroei tütete Sfäufte — beinahe au8 SÖanfbar» 
feit umarmt, ©r mar aber felbft fo erftaunt unb erfreut und 
als beud ex maduna bemirtben ju fönnen bafe unfererfeitS meiter 
feine Anregung nötfjig mar. S)iefer Sftann machte mid) Slbeubs 
mit feinem <Sd)miegerbater befannt, ber auf bie erfte Shmbe Don 
unÄ berbeigceilt mar, erjagte mir bon feinen ©djidfalen, roie er 
üon Suisöille bierljergefommen fei unb nun redjt glüeflid) lebe, 
3mar bädjte er nod) oft an baS luftige ßeben, ben guten SBeiu 
in SRljeinbabern, aber au* an ben filedjten Stebienft, bie Unter- 
brüefung ber nieberen ©tänbe, baS Söcamtenbolf unb bergl. 
baute er Kartoffeln unb berfaufte biefelben an bie neuen £in- 
manberer. §ier mar id) am entfernieften bon gu $aufe unge- 
fäl)t 1700 Üflieileu bon 9tem Orleans unb traf nun einen SanbS' 
mann ber mid) gaftlid) aufnahm. Keffer babe id) mobl nie gerubt 
als auf ber «treu, bie uns in jener $ütte fo gerne bereitet mürbe. 
2Sir trieben bon biefeu braben ©eutfdjen roof)lgemutb, beren 
tarnen id) leiber bergeffen fyabe, unb trafen SlbenbS rooblgemutb 
bei ÜUirS. ftuabb ein, — ber meite SBeg bot übrigens menig SWerf • 
mürbigeS bar. SBir trafen ©drangen genug, befonberS Älabber- 
fajlangen gegen beren &i& bie ^nbianer tfräutereitracte anmen- 
ben follen. @o fa&en mir aud) biele SWable treeS am $eS 2RoineS 
Ölufe angebohrt um ben ©aft aur Surferbereitung au bermenben. 
3roifajen gort SKabifon unb bem gegenüber liegenben Oerzen 
ISbmarbSbille fäbrt regelmäfeig ein 2)ambfferroboot. 2lud) be- 
finbet fiaj in ber Kälje ber ©tobt eine SDambffägemüJjIe. Fretter 
b. b- 33oote aum Söaucn mürben In« au $30 — 65 — 1000 2fufj 
1 1 Soll breit % Soll bief berf auft unb meiftenS mit SDambffdjif- 
fen bon ber SJfcinbung beS JDfjio f)ierf)ergebrad)t. 5Died ermutigte 
ben Soctor unb mid) um [o meljr, unfer 93orIjaben eine @>ägc* 
müble am oberen SötSconfin ober 9lod JRiber anzulegen, auSju- 
führen. Stber anberS befd)lofe eS baS ©dn'dfal, alle meine $läne 
meine Steifen maren umfonft. Ön ©uroba begriff man bie Sßer* 
bältniffe in Stmerifa nid)t unb mollte einem faum 19-jäbrigen 
Jüngling fein Sapitäldjen anbertrauen momit er auf eigene $anb 
fein ©lücf berfudjen fönnte. Sie JBerroanbten beS StoctorS: 
@eorge 9J?ann unb grau, #olfcI)oufe unb Sfamilie, 9tef mit grau 
unb ftinb famen in SKabifon bon SBaföington am ©uSaue&annaf) 
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cm. Sie bradnen mir einen bieten sörief mit, überreichten üjn mir 
freubig mit ben Korten: 2>a ftiii> bie nötigen Rapiere um bei* 
uen äJorfafc auvaujubren, unter uu» au bleiben. £d) almie nid)tö 
u>ute£, jtedte ben iüriet ein und lenfte metne Schritte in ben 
Walk. £ort las id) bie t> Seiten lauge Urpijtel, bie mir iUonoürfe, 
gute Kenten aber fein (Selb brachte, — unö roa$ für Vorwürfe 
mie aeridmietternb »oenn man glaubt jeiue s 4$flid)t, ober mebr ge« 
t^an au Ijabenl 

iHeife nad) Ulem Orleans. 

äliein (jnt)djIuB mar fcqueU gefaxt, oerfaufte ein jeur 
fdjone* 2)oppelgeroei)r; bellte meine tlcine Sdjulb an ben Süoc> 
tot unb nad)öem id) ^erilidjen Jilbfdjieb uon ben mir liebgeroor« 
benen üüienjajen genommen {parte, bie mid) nidjt jictjen lajjen woll- 
ten, benufcte id) ein 2)ampfboot um für ijiti nad) St. üouiä au 
foureu. oa St. Xiouia mollte id) meine golbene Ut>r oerfaufeu, 
bies gelang nidjt unb fo tonnte idj meine Öieife nid)t in ber Ha* 
jüte iortjcfcm jonbern bellte bed pajjage für $7 unb laufte 
xieueiiÄmutel für $3. 3d) idjlofe mid) 3 ttanbSleuten an, einem 
Hamburger lliridjö (Seemann) einem Sdjmeiaer ^obaun V"* 
mann unb einem Sadjjen Manien* Öleifdjer. 9tad) 5 £agen lan- 
bete id) mit bem fdjbnen JÖoot ^rairie, (ba* jpater bei ytataje* 
muljrenö eine» Brians oerjant) ala ^anjien, an ber Xieoee be* 
Stapeiplaöes bes «ssübeuä, Siero JDrlean*. öd] ^atte ijier jeijr 
mele lüefaunte: aiolligS, (Georgen etc. $d) madjte meine Stuf- 
martung unb mürbe mie immer fetjr gut aufgenommen, unb bon 
Georgen in ttenntnib gefegt, bafe mir (Selb jur Verfügung ftebe, 
ba er nod) in iüerbinbung mit meinem £auje ftelje. 5üIä id) ftort 
UHabijon unter bem 41 Cörab norblidjer iüreite berliefj, mar jur 
^rmärmung ber (^lieber Uftorgen* unb 2lbenb& ein tüdjtige* 
Öeuer fel)r ermünjdjt. §n ^ero Orleans unter bem 3Ü örab 
breite mar ad)t £age barauf ber Sonnenidjirm burdmuS nötig, 
toenn mau nidjt unter ben ftedjenben Sonnenftrablen nieberjinten 
mollte. SDic $ifce mirb in biefeu bergifdjen (Segenben burd) bk 
ilu^bünftung be$ 28affer£ unb baS ftebcnbe EBaffer erft redjt um 
erträglid), morauS aud) bie bielen öieber, (Sailen- unb ßeberfranf» 
Reiten eiüfteben. Einige Xage nad) meiner Slnfunft in ftem 
Orleans brad) bafelbft ein grofeeS Öreuer in ber ©anal ftreet aui. 
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Söci biefer ©clegenheit marb mir bte ©inrichtung ber bortigen 
ßöichanftaltcn recht anfchaulid). Seber gintoohner ber ber. Staa- 
ten ift bcm aJhliaenbienft untertoorfen, bagegen finb alle, bie fich 
ben Seuercompanien anreihen, babon aufcgefchlofjen. Siefe geuer- 
companien finb förmliche Äörperfdjaften, bte eigene Uniform, 
t£afme, SBerfammlungSort unb Siechte haben. Söei feierlichen Ge- 
legenheiten, rücfen fie gleich bem ütfiilitär aus unb bieten einen 
fdjönen Slnblicf, ba fie meift au£ fräftigen unb beheraten ^Bürgern 
beftehen. $a3 SBiirgermilitär in S^cio Orleans ift aroar gut ein- 
ejercirt, aber bie Slnaafjl ber Sompagnien ift ju grofe unb bie 
ftleibung md)t aureidjenb. SDabei commanbirt jeber Offiaier in 
ber Slhitteriprache, ber ©eneral en chef, flomein, ©ouberneur bon 
üouifiana, bie 27taffe ober franaöfifch. 2)ie fceutfehen haben eine 
Sfägercompagnie ju Öuß mit ber beften äWufif unb eine SDragoner« 
compagnie bie jebenfallÄ ba« friegerifchfte SluSfehen bor Stilen 
oorauS hat. 2)ie Sranaofen repräfentieren ihre Nation als lu> 
lanen, $ufaren unb Qfu&bolf, bie ©panier unb Italiener bilben 
ebenfalS je eine ßompagnie, bie ^rlänber in ber SWontgomertj 
guarb mit ihren SBärenmüfcen haben baS StuSfehen bon langgo 
bienten ©renabieren. $ie Slmerifaner bilben ebenfalls mehrere 
Slbtheilungen. 3u ben einfaßten unb hä&lichften gehören bie 
natibe SlmericanS ©eiche aus ber unrepublifanifchen Slmerican 
©ocietn entftanben finb. Diefe ©efellfdjaft bilbete fid) um bem 
Ueberhanbnehmcn ber S-remben au fteuern. Sie jiclcn fogar Da- 
rauf hin, ben Ofremben baS Bürgerrecht erft nach 21 Sahren ange- 
beihen au laffen, anftatt mie iefct nach 5. $ie meiften Sttitglieber 
biefer moef propaganba finb inbeffen „ßoop ßoctS" unb ftame. 
raben au» ber nicht anfäffigen (Slaffe ber Slmerifaner. 

$on ftdo Orleans nach Sega*. 

3<h fah mich bergebenS nach einer SBuchhalterfteHe um. ^m 
ÜWonat 3(uni nämlich hören bie ©efchäfte in biefer ©egenb auf. 
3eber ber bie SWittel baau hat berläfet biefeu Kirchhof beS gelben 
ÖieberS. einen nicht aeclimatifierten jungen 9Hann au engagieren 
märe eine fttjlechte Opeculation, ba er »ahrfcheinlich burch bie 
berheerenbe ftranfheit hinroeggerafft, iebenfallS bon ihr ergrif- 
fen toorben märe. J)a in Wem Orleans feine unabhängige ©tel- 
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Iung au ermarten ftanb, fo befprad) id) mich mit (Georgen unb na* 
langem Ueberlegen bcftärftc er mief) in ber ^bee nad) SeraS 
3U manbern um ben bortigen emporfommenben $anbel fennen an- 
lernen. Sßtelc gelten midi ab, manche öJrüube mürben meinein 
Vorhaben entgegengefefct, aber je abenteuerlicher je gefahrvoller 
man mir bie Sfteife ftfiUberte, befto weniger erreichten fic ihren 
3roecf. Der teranifd) merifanifdie Sdjiunggclhanbel befd}äftigtc 
meine 91ufmerffamfeit am weiften. Darum mahlte id) 4'fatagorba 
im |übmcftlid)en Übeil ber jungen SlepuMif au meinem Sanbung»- 
blafc. ^d) fanb balb einen fleinen Sdjooner im $afen ber nad) 
jenem ^lafe in ßabung lag, unb für $25 mürbe ich bon Gabt. 
Bichel, matter uf the 33 e n Uttilam gaftfreunblid) aufgenont 
men. Sdjon 4 Sage bor ber Abfahrt qnartirte id) mich bei ihm 
ein, fo umging id) ba$ theurc ffiirthohauSleben. (Georgen machte 
mir ein Dutjenb Styoinmciu unb 2 ^Iafchen Sl'bfonK) bc Suific 
3um ©efchenf, bie uns fpäter noch gut 311 ftatten fommen follten. 
DiefeS gahraeug ift nad) bem berühmten tcranifchen gelben be- 
nannt, ber in ber 3lIamo, ber GitabcIIe bon San Antonio be 
©erar fiel. S»n Staate ^nbiana mar es erbaut, am Vifer beS 
Ohio, alfo born in fmeet matcr, a bab fign in the cne£ of falt 
maier failorä. 34 Sonnen trug ber Sdjooncr, mar mit einem 
farfchen Kiel unb nur mit einem 9lnfer berfcljcn, bagegen ftarf 
gebaut. Die 9Jcannfchaft beftanb au&er S$apt. Sücichel aus einem 
Steuermann (Schiffslieutenant) 2 SDtotrofen, 1 ftod) (Docior in 
ber Seefprache genannt) unb bem 3nngen. ^nffagierc maren 
unferer 11. SKeine menigen greunbe befuchten mid) trauten aber 
bem äufeeren Slnftrich unferer SchiffSeinrichtung fein lange« ßeben 
au, münfehten mit ameibeutigen Ok*ftd)tern glücfliche 9lctfc, 
unb fo mar id) beim bon Willem gcfdjicben maö mir noch frühere 
fchöne Reiten unb STuSfichten inS öebächtuifo nifen fonnte. 

Die JRheber beS iöen ÜWilam maren nicht eben mit biel über 
flüffigen TOteln berfehen, fie tonnten un? nicht mit einem 
Dampf fchi ff in See fchlcppen Iaffen, bie 5rad)t nach 9Jcatagorba 
berfprad) auch nicht biel 93ortf)eiI, furaum mir mußten mit bem 
Strom bie See erreichen. — Den 12 3uli 1838 lichteten mir ben 
STnfer unb langten erft ben 16 in offener See an. SBir lamierten 
ben Strom hinab unb merften ba fcfjon bafe unfere Slrdje bem 
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«Ruber m<f)t rcd)t pariren mollte, beim beinahe jebcm taSf burd) 
baS einfädle Gommanbo tjarb to lec, mußten mir mit ©tangcn 
naä)f)elfen, roollten mir nia^t in baS am Ufer aufamgeflößte £reib. 
fjola geraten. 9?ad)tS gelten mir am Ufer unb mürben bon ben 
2J?oSquitoeS auf Decf enifefclid) geklagt. ber ßajüie ob,ne 
Öenfter alfo ob,nc 3"frtuft mar cS bor ©ticfluft gar nidjt sum 
SluSfjalten. SBir umhängten unS bie ©efidjtcr mit £üd)ern, füll- 
ten unS in Üebpicfyc, jogen $anbfd)ulje an, unb berraud)ten bie 
9«id)te um ben Angriffen biefer Unfyolbe au mehren aber Stile 1 ? 
bergebenS. 2Bir bergaßen beinab, fämtlid) unS mit SWoSquitonefcen 
au berfefjen, maS mir nun bitter bereuten. (£ineS 9fad)tS lagen mir 
unmeit einer großen Budferplontage mit bem ©tern beinahe am 
Ufer, als ein alterer Sieger fjerbeifam unb uns marnte, ba man 
SöofeS gegen uns im ©d)ilbc führte, ©ein 3tfaftcr ober Ober« 
fecr feien abmefenb unb bie nun unbemadjten Sieger mollten bieS 
benüfeen unb unS überrumpeln unb auSblünbern. SBir tröfteten 
ben föabporteur mit ber 93erfid)erung baß ein allenfallftger tyuV 
berbambf fomof)l feine Kollegen mie bie SWoSguitoS bertreiben 
mürben. SBir blieben berfefjont. eine auffallenbe ©cene Ratten 
mir mit einem jungen StUigator (Sainam), baS 5—6 guß lange 
2Tf> ier fdjmamm hinter uns b,er unb fd»nappte bie ©tü<fe 
Ofleifd) auf, obmofjl mit fid)Iid)em großen Mißtrauen, GnbliA 
fam ÜRöore, ein jungt r SWann bon 9?atd>eS, ber lange am Web 
ffiiber in SfrfanfaS gelebt fjatte, auf bie Sbee man tonnte biefeS 
Untrer fangen. SBir befeftigten nun ein großes ©tüd ©ped an 
einem $aden unb ließen biefen an einem Xaue neben bem ©duff 
fjinabfjängen. Anfangs umfd)roamm ber 9lIigator biefc 2od« 
fbeife, magte ftcr> bann aber nafjcr unb enblid) biß er einige 
Gtüden babon ab. $ann öffnete er feinen 5Rad)en um ben ßeder» 
biffen auf einmal 311 berfdfjlurfen. Die SBieberljafen traten ib,re 
SBirfung, ber 93ogel mar in ber ©djlinge. ©djnell sogen mir itjn 
etmaS herauf, bie SKatrofcn b,alfen nad), traten iljm nod) einige 
©triefe um ben Scib, unb fo bradjtcn mir au unferer greube einen 
biefer ferner au fangenbe SlainamS inS Iongboat, mo er bann mit 
bem Staue befeftigt mürbe. 3)ie SButb, unb ©cmalt biefer 5£f)iere 
ift außerorbentlid). 9teiat man fie fo offnen fie ben fürd)terliä)eu 
Staden unb ftoßen einen ftinfenben $aud> auS. ÜRit bem 
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3d)mana t^citcn fie bie gefäljrlidjften (Sdjläge auS, Ijaben aber 
eine Straft im JRadjen bie mir erft flar mürbe als idj baS SCfjicr 
bitfe (Stüden #ola aermalmcn fal>. 

5(4 brang barcmf baS S^ter au tobten unb baS Cfrtbe feines 
<Scf)it>anacS mir au aneignen, $$nbeffen, ob auS Slberglauben ober 
melier llrfadje, man roarf if)n roieber etmaS berftümmelt, über 
93orb. 9ftit ©rettern unb ©eilen mar bie 93eftie fo bedangen, ba[j 
fie fic^erlidt) balb ben Xob fanb. 

$ie Wmerifaner finb natürlidje geinbe bon (Sdjlangen unb 
Alligatoren unb eS gilt als ftilleS ©efefc biefe Ebnere au tobten mo 
man fann, aber auf bem SSaffer fdjeint ein Slbcrglaube ben SWa- 
trofen au berbieten bie Spiere au tobten. 

16 Xage irrten mir im merifanifdjen SWeerbufen umljer, 
benn unfer Äajntain roie fein (Secunbant maren nid)tS meniger mie 
Seeleute. (Sie fjatten einen alten (Sertanten unb einen erbarm- 
Iirfjen Chronometer, berga&en bie (Strömung bon circa 3 SReilen 
in ffleämuna au bringen unb ftritten ftcb ob mir an ber Eeranifdjen 
ober SOleyifanifdjen flüfte fegelten. STm 12. Zqqc nad) ber 31b- 
reife bon ber ©aliae, bem 9Bob,nort ber ßotfen am 9lu8flufj beS 
SDlifftffibbi, erblidften mir auf ber Sanbfeite ben (Sdjein eines un- 
geheuren SfeuerS. Unboraügliä) befdjlofe unfer berftänbiger ßen- 
fer biefem ^rrlidjt näf)er au rürfen, um roomöglidj babureb, unfere 
Sage au erforfdjen. (£8 mar als ftrir blofclid) auf ein ©eraufd) 
beS SBafferS aufmerffam gemalt mürben. 2>er Äabitain ber in 
feiner Hängematte bem Sßcbtun au ©unften beS SßorbfyeuS, un« 
treu getoorben mar, erfdjrai nidjt roenig als man ib,n mit bem 
3luSruf „breaferS aljeab" aufmetfte, er blatte nämlid) bie 88a<fe,e. 
2TIS ber SKatrofe am ©teuerruber b,alb fäjlaftrunfen nod) ftd) auf 
baS SRuber ftüfetc, bonnerte ber (Eabitain blöfcliä) baS Sommanbo 
„Sludfjor bomnl ©et up bobS, Ijarb at roorf ! ®amn t^e ^nbiana 
feel boat, ffje mon't obeto tb,c rubber." 2)a8 ©inaige maS er bor* 
bradjte, fein SBerfefyen roieber gut au machen. SBir lagen *4 
©tunbe barauf umroeit einer nieberigen müften Snfel, auf ber mir 
nidjts als brei abgeftorbene 93äume entbetfen fonnten. Obgleich 
eS genau genommen gegen baS ©eeredjt ift, oljne befonbere Sßotlj 
unterroegS cinaulaufen ober au lanben, fo befdjlofe SWidjel, unfer 
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Oberlar beS SJen SDWam bennod) bic $fnfel Ijeimaufudjen um 
unfere bamalS fdjon leeren Sföffer mit SBaffer au fürten unb roo« 
möglich baS 9TngeneBmc mit bem Sföitolidjcn $u berBinben, 5Rcb- 
ftfB, (TatfifB, trout etc. au fanden. £om, ber gute Urlauber, ein 
borjüglidber ©eemann, ber fbätcr auf bemfelben 93en SKitom Bei 
beffen Untergong ba§ ßeBen berTor, ber ßabitain, Sfanque (mit 
ftheber) 5(im, ber Bot). SfanberS ber grobe 3J?ate, Sftoore unb im 
Bewaffneten un8 mit Sfngeln unb flcincn #arbunen, Beftiegcn 
bie Sfolle unb ruberten burd) bic SJranbung bem 2anbe au. 9iad> 
bem mir bic $foIIe auf ben <Sanb gesogen, macBte fidj 5tom unb 
ber Bot) mit unbollfommcnem Stnftrumente baran um 4 tief 
in ber Erbe, etma 200 ©abritt bon (Stranbe enfemt in einigen 
©tunben nur etma ein OBm SBaffer ju geminnen. SMr manber- 
ten bie $nfel guer burd», entbetften feidite bonbS morin bie tyfäc 
ft* fonnten unb naeft SMirung fudjten. SSir molltcn als Batb 
ben T5ifrf»en mit ben #arbunen gcfäBrlitft merben. Diefe Spanier 
Tieft Sifcfte entgegengutreiben unb bann nad) iBnen au merfen mag 
feBr gut fein, menn man Beffer barauf inftruiert ift als mir eS 
maren. Wt ber Slngel glürfte eS un§ fd)on eBer. SBir Bratftten 
SSoffer unb Sifdje auf unfere fcftroimmenbe SSoBnung mo man 
unterbeffen aud) ni<fct müfeig gemefen mar. CFine Portion ge» 
Barfener CTatfifcBe mürbe unB jum CFmbfangc gereidit. Stenfeitß 
ber 5fnfcln crBIidften mir in ber Entfernung ein tTeineS ®egeT, 
roufjten aber burdjauS nidit in roeffen (Gebiet mir un§ Berum- 
trieBen. Dureft bic ftaftrläffigfeit beS 93efeftIftaBcr§ lagen mir 
nun in einer Shttfjt, b. ft. bor einer ßanbfoifee, in einem ©türm 
etne gefäBrlidje Sage, mie fttftS aud) foäter aeigte. ®er SBinb 
ging lanbmärtS, unb mir berfueftten bergeBenS bie BoBe <5ee mie- 
ber a« geminnen. 2>a8 bermemtlicBe Sfeuer mufe moBI ein 
^rairieBranb gemefen fein, ber aumeilen burrf) nieftt auSgelöfcftt? 
Sagerfeuer entftcBt, aufteilen aber aBficfttlid) Bemirft mirb um 
junge«, naftrftaftc« ©ra$ für bic SBieftBerben au geminnen. ©rei 
Sage labierien mir bergeBenS. ^n ber 9?a(ftt ging bie @ee Bod), 
unb unfer ffeiner ©cBooner mürbe auf unb nieber gemorfen. Der 
Gimmel mar fdjmara, unb als noeft gar bic SBellen über 93orb 
fbrifcten unb unS im ©cftlafc ftörten, mar SlüeS nid)t reeftt. £enn 
mir mufeten fcBr moBI, bafe ein Beftiger Sturm uns auf bic ßüfte 
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merfen mürbe, unb feine ift moI)I fo berüdjtigt megen ifjrer bielen 
©djiffBrüdje mie bie, ber mir fo gern ben SRücfen gemanbt Raiten. 
<Diefe 5Racr>t um 1 Ub,r litten mir ©cf)iffbru<f). 3$ Betrieb 
unfere Sage an Sorb in einem ©rief an meinen 93ater. SInfangS 
in ber Sfbftdjt bei einem aüfallfigen Unglücf bieS STctenftücf in 
einer 3Iaf<f>e bem SKetre übergeben. 8d) Iaffe f)ier eine 
färift folgen. 

Güfte bon fcejaS, 24. Suli 1838. 

Kein lieber SBater — 3fö ftftricB bir füralirf), bafe idj mit 
fronen 2TuSfid)ten nad) bem neuen ©taat SEesaS reifen mürbe, 
ßeiber bin id) nod) nidjt bort, benn bor menig ©tunben mürbe 
unfer ©djiff auf eine ©anbbanf gemorfen. Hm 12. biefcS 2J?onaÜ 
oerliefe id) !ftem Orleans an 93orb be§ 93en SKilam, (Sabt. SMidjel 
ftad) 4 Sagen famen mir erft in ©ee unb bis baljin mar id) fd)on 
bon ben fdjlecfjten ©igenfdjaften unfereS ©djooner mie bon ber 
ißadjläffigfeii unfereS GTabitain überaeugt morben. ißadjbem mir 
— 9 Sabin, 4 ©teerage Sßaffagiere, ber Äabitain, ©teuermann 
2 unb 3 ÜRatrofen — 3 Sage auf ©ee maren, fafoen mir Sanb. 2Bir 
fteuerten barauf loS, -fäemanb mufete mo mir maren, fo fd)Ied)t 
^atte ber CSabitain geredinet. 25er SBinb erlaubte unS nid)t baS 
Ufer au bertaffen. 3Bir marfen STnfer unb fuhren, b. b,. unb 
einige 3Tnberc mit ben öoote burd) bie Sranbung um SBaffer unb 
SfuSfunft über unfere Sage au erlangen, fatjen feinen SRenfcben 
unb fuhren aurüo?. SRadj mehreren 93erfudfren gemannen mir mie« 
ber etmaS ©ee, Iabierten 2 Sage, faf)en mieber Sanb, marfen 
mieber Sfnfer unb fuhren mieber an*S 2anb. ®en 23. Wittags 
ftad)en mir nod) einmal in ©ee. S)eS ÜRadjtS 1 Uf)r 4 SKinuten, 
uafje am Ufer; baS ©d)iff geb,ord)t bem Shtber ntd)t, feine 3ßen« 
bung ber ©eget bjlft, 3 aufeinanber folgenbe ©tbfee faßten unS 
binlanglid) bafe mir feftfafeen. 2fuf einer 33anf, am JRanbe ber 
©ranbung V/ 2 SWeilen bom Ufer, bei einem 9?orbo[tfturm. SBir 
merfen Sfnfer. Sürd)terlid)e ©töfec. SWandje finb in ber fürdjterlidV 
ften STngft. 93iS jefct 5EageSlicf)t, fafeen 4 bon unS fdjrcibenb unb 
SBcin trinfenb um guten SWutb, au behalten. 8 Ubr $0?orgen§. S)rr 
ftapitain unb amei SKatrofen fuhren burd) bie f>ob,en SBellen an'S 
Ufer um baS SBaffer au unterfud)en. <5ty ftc mieberfamen, ber- 
Ioren mir ben tfiel. 10 Ub,r. ©oeben frad)t baS ©teuerruber 
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auS ben Sfngeln. 12 Utjr. $affagiere merben ouf Verlan- 

gen ans Ufer gefefct. ©ie mollen nadti SRatagorba, unterem 58e- 
ftimmungSort au ftufc getjen burd) bie SSilbnife. 8* Benetbe fte 
nid)t unb mage lieber 2HIeS. ltnfere ßage ift bcrameifelt. Don- 
nerstag ÜKorgen. 9?iS in bie ftadjt hinein arbeiteten mir bis 
aur (£rfd)öbfung um loS ju fommen, ofjnc Sßufeen. Der SBinb 
blies ftarf bie 9cacbt, bie Sellen fähigen mieber über 33orb. 
©ifcen gana feft. Unfcr einziges 93oot jerbrodjen. Die SWatro- 
fen batten eS in ber £runfenl)eit in ber 9ead)t auf ber SBerterfett'? 
Rängen raffen. SJerfudjen, eS mieber Ijeraufterien. Ginige ber» 
!>ärf)tig auStefjenbe $erle laffen ftd) am Ufer Miefen. SBarten 
maljrfdieinlid) bis mir aertrütnmert finb um bann gu rauben, $ : d) 
bin gut bemaffnet unb fo mehrere 9tnbere. Die ©ad)e fdjetnt Be- 
fannt au merben. einige Slafdjen SHjcintoein, bie mir bon 
(SeorgenS ^räfent norf> übrig geblieben, gingen in'S ©rab. ©amS» 
tag. ©eit borgeftem Ratten mir biel Sfbmedjfelung, bie 2 $affa- 
giere f>aben im nad»ften Ort, 15 2Jceilen bon fner, fotogen ßÖrm 
gefdjlagen, bafe mir 3 SBootc mit nafjeau 20 Äerlen auf einmal 
an S3orb Raiten, ©ie badeten fte tonnten ©tranbredjt ausüben, 
allein fte irrten ftd). Gin ^franjofe, früfjer SRaboIeonifdjer ©olbat, 
jefct ©cemann, meinte er mürbe feine Srau nid)t berlaffen Ijaben, 
menn er baS gemußt, ßeiber bore id), bafe in meinem Söeftim» 
mungSort baS Qlallenficber bcrrftfjt, maS midi tnbefe ntdjt abhält, 
ba id) bis bato nafe unb falt, marm unb feudjt, ob,ne Sftadjtljeil 
ausgemalten babe. ©iS geftern SKorgen fafeen mir nod) auf ber 
erften 99anf unb fürchteten jeben Äugenbltä* in krümmer ju 
geben, bis fid) blötjlid) ein ftarfer SBinb er^ob ber unS mit $ilfe 
ber ©cger unb SBcIlen über bie $anf fd)Ieifte. SBir maren nun 
mieber flott, aber ofjne Stiel unb ©teuerruber unb fafeen baber 
gleid) mieber auf ber anberen SBanf biel fefter mie bor&er in ber 
Söranbung. ßcbcnSgefafjr ift jefct nicb,t me&r. SWefjrere bon unS 
gingen anS Öanb, ftfrfjen. (Jine SRenge $elicane unb anbere 
frembarrige Sögel unb Sifdje fetje id) l)tcr. SBir marten jefct auf 
ficiterfdn'ffe, bie uns fortbringen follen. 3fä Beftfce SmbfebJungS» 
briefe nad) §oufton, ber $aubtftabt beS ©taateS unb SRatagorba. 
ben $auptf)anbelSbIafe, moljin id) mill. $>n Icfctercm ^ßlafoe, über« 
fjaujrt im ©üben beS ©taateS ift biel djance für einen jungen 
Qflann. 3" &er Umgegenb befinben fid) biele Saummollbflana« 
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ungen bie ihre ©are in bie ©tabt conftgnieren unb if)ren ©ebarf 
bon bort beaiehen. 5DaS ganae ßanb liegt bur# einen grofeen 
Oflufe offen, unb, roaS bie $aubtfad)e ift : $ie SKejifaner foufeu 
hier SBaren auf, bic fie in ihren (Staat fchmuggeln. ($ie anbere 
Hälfte beS »riefe* fehlt.) 

groljrt utul) $ela*eo, ©altoefton unb $oitfton, Stoanft 1838. 

9Jiit 93ill, bem geborenen Sdnoeben, bem Wremer Sßehlhänb- 
Ier unb (£abitain ßarorence bem 2)anfeebaffenger, «erliefe id) bon 
©chaublafc bcS ©d)iffbrud)S. SBir fegcltcn in einer Solle an ° er 
Slüfte hin unb langten in SSelaSco an, einem ©täbdjen unb §afen 
am SluSflufe be8 9tio SraaoS be $>ioä. Unfer ©ebäd mufeten 
mir burd) bie Sollbeamten einbringen Iaffen. Um nad) SWata- 
gorba, meinem 93eftimmung§orte au gelangen, mufcte id) mir ein 
$furb faufen unb in ber furd)tbarften §ifce burd) eine ununter, 
brodjene tßrairie reiten bie nur roenige fürten bem Steifenben 
aum ÄuSruhen unb als SBegmeifer bietet, ßamrence fdjlug mir 
bor ein 99oot mit ihm au faufen unb bie 90 Steilen aur ©ce au- 
rürflegen. ©leid) ftimmte id) ein. liebte baS ©eelcben in 
jeber 2lrt. SBir fonnten inbeffen nur ein halboffenes ÜBoot für 
$350 £cyaS moneb = $175 befommen, unb ba mir feine über* 
flüffigen Söaarfdjaften Ratten, mußten mir bon biefem ©ebanfen 
abftehen. 8 Sage braute id) in 93elaSco unb Ouintano, bem ge* 
genüberfiegenben ©täbttfjen au bis fitf) mir eine ©elegenheit bot, 
fortaufommen. Sd) hatte Eefannte in #oufton, ber $aubtftabt 
ber Hebublif unb ba eine Heine ^iroque nad) ©albefton au fegetn 
im ©egriff mar, fo fdjiffte i(h mid) mit bem Sßräfibcnten ber Sic. 
bublif unb einem gieberfranfen ein. 8 Tonnen hielt unfere 
^iroque, biente fd)on roährenb ber SRebolution als SEranSbort« 
fdjiff, unb mar erft im borigen 3ab,re borgefdjaft, b. h- baS frühere 
offene 93oot, mhalebooi, mar erhöht unb mit einem SBorberbecf 
berfehen morben. ®ie SWannfdjaft beftanb, in @emeinfd)aft mit 
einem ^rlänber, aus Pierre, feiner Sei* Sajütenjunge beS be» 
rühmten ©eeräuberS ßafitte, jefct SWafter, SKate, Goof anb 93on 
of the ©loob (Sarah. Pierre eraätjlte mir biel aus bem Seben 
ÖafitteS, ber jahrelang in XejaS befonberS auf ©albefton SS« 
fanb häufte, ©päter lernte id) nod) 2Rajor 933r)iting unb 33lanaV 
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arb fcnncn, bon ben SEerancrn ©lanchi genannt. ©eibe bejahen 
biel ßanb unb ©elb, fbrachen jmar nie bon ihrer früheren ßauf- 
bahn, maren ober in ber öffentlichen Meinung ßieutenants bon 
ßafitttc gemefen. 2(uf ber ©albefton $Slanb befinbet fich noch 
ein Sort, melcheS biefen ©eifetn beS StfeereS att 3uflucht biente. 
©arrataria, eine fleine %\\\cl in ben unmirthfamen Söanoud bon 
ßouifiana mar ber $aubtaufenthaltSort bon ßafittc. Gr errichtete 
bort ein $orf unb eine förmliche Sfnftebelung. ©eine Streit- 
fräftc unb feine Xabfcrfcit ftanben in folcfjem 9lnfebcn, baf? 1812 
als ben Gnojänbcrn bie Schlacht bei Sftem Orleans geliefert mürbe, 
©eneral ^aeffon ber ganjen SBanbc Stmncftie berfbrad), menn 
ßafittc fic gegen bie Gnglänber führen molltc. GS gefchah fo, 
unb mer meife ob Sfaäfon ohne biefc DutlaroS, bie ber. (Staaten 
fobalb bon ihrem übermütigen Nebenbuhler befreit hätte. — 
StlS mir ©elaSco berliefjen (am 5. 2fuguft 1838) mar ber Gimmel 
mit fehmarjen SBolfen bebedft. Gin feiner SSinb machte fich ©ahn 
burch bie fchmüle, brücfenbe ßuft, unb nur ber grenjcnlofe ßeicht- 
ftnn, ber hier unter ben Seeleuten mit roahrer SEobeSberachtung 
gebaart, herrfcht, fonnte unfere Steuerleute bemegen, bie ge- 
brechliche Sarah ohne 93aIIaft bem berratherifchen Glemeni beS 
mertfanifchen SKeerbufen anvertrauen. SBir hatten feit einer 
Stunbe bie ÄHifte auS ben STugen berloren, als eS btötfi<h mtiuV 
ftiß mürbe. $ie 2BcIIen freuten fich als ob fie bon überirbifchen 
©cmalten gejagt mürben; unfer grofeeS Segel flatterte hin unb 
her unb Sßierrc ber auf bem ©auche lag unb baS JRuber Icnftc. 
mürbe ungebulbig unb bfitf» um nach SccmanSart ben SBinb her- 
beiauloefen, als mic hergezaubert bon 3 Seiten ein bichter Siegen, 
unb unborjüglich barauf einer ber heftigften Stürme unS heim* 
fuchte, bie ich jemals erlebt. ßaum hatte ber Urlauber $anb an 
ba§ Segel gelegt um es ber erften SBucht beS OrfanS su entziehen, 
als Sarah auch fchon fo auf ber Seite lag bafe nur eine blöfcliche 
©enbung beS Steuers unS bor bem fonft unbermeiblichen SBaffer« 
babe rettete. SBir befanben unS mitten in einem fquall, einem 
jener beliehen SBinbftöfje mie fic ben Schiffern auf bem ©olf 
fo unheilbringenb ftnb. Sarah that STIIeS maS in ihrer 37tacht 
ftanb um fich mit $ilfe ber unS überfchmemmenben SBogen un- 
ferer au entlebigen. <£oI. ©emarb ß. ©ee rettete fich in Dem 
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9taume, ber Sieberfranfe iammcrtc erbärmlid), rourbe aber burd) 
ba3 $in« unb fyertuerfen Don einer foldjen Quantität GlaUc befreit, 
roie fic if)m fein Sdjiiler 3[e$cuIob3 mit ber ftärfften Xoftö Xartar 
emetie ober Sbecadjuana entlocft Ijättc. Um fidi eine !v>bec bon 
ber Wröfee unfercS SabrjeucieS au madjcit, benfe man fid), bafe 
id) mid), um nidit über iüorb gefbült au roerben, an ber einen Seite 
mit ben tfänben an ber 4 3oll fmben Umfaffung bcS 2)ccfeS b,iclt 
unb auf ber anberen meine ftüfte miberftemmte — fo mürbe id) 
arncr in ben SBellen gebabet, unb burftc nid)t loö Iaffen, um nidit 
meggeriffen au roerben, id) fdjatite ober ber ©efafjr bod) in bie 
STuoen unb genofe ba$ unbeilbrofyenbe ©djaufoicl in feiner gan- 
3en ©röfee. 

ßrft als ber fquoll fidi in einen gclinben Sturm bermanbelt 
Ijatte, fud)te Pierre, ber fonft ungern fid) foldjer §ilfmittel be- 
biente, einen alten roftigen Gombafj Ijerbor. ©r fd)üttelte tf)n, 
um feine Stfjätigfeit mieber in'S ßeben au rufen, unb nadjbem er 
bie Saunen beSfelben genau bered)net fyarte, aeigte er ©arab, ben 
2Beg nad) bem SBeft $afe of ©albefton unb orbereb ub toib, main 
fail Ijalf up. Suftig burd)fd)nitten mir bann bie fdiaumenben 
SEBcgcn unb Ratten, gegen Slbenb bie 3fr« l oe ßanb au erblitfen. 
Sefct fonnte feine 2MIe fid) f)od) genug tfjürmen, mir fegelten 
burd). STnftatt ben rutjigen Ganal aum ©ingang ber Saß a" 
mäfjlen, fteuertc Pierre mitten bureb, bie bar, meldje furac 3«t 
borfjcr bem $en Main fo gefä£)rlidj gemorben mar, nod) ein. 
maT mußten mir ©iura unb ©brifcbäber erbulben, bann lagen mir 
rubjg bor ©i. 5hii§ Sfafel bor Stnfer. — ^a) roedjfelte nun meine 
triefenben Kleiber, (Solonel $ee frod) mit bem 9Tu§brucf bcS See- 
franfen au$ bem ©djiffsraum fyerbor, ber Oricbcrfranfe Icc^atc 
nadj einem ßabetrunf ber ifnn mit einem CWafe 9?raao§ SBaffcr 
gereift mürbe, unb tßierre fd)idfte fid) an unfer 2(benbeffen au be- 
reiten. %n einem eifernen Steffel madjte er geucr an, ftellte ben 
teabot barauf, breitete einen leinenen ßabpen au£ mit biSguitS, 
b. T). ÜWatrofcnbrot unb faltem 5Ieifd), unb roafyrlid), e£ f)at nod) 
!einem ©ierblitticn eine 9ftaf)l3cit beffer gcfdjmerft mie bie, meldje 
Pierre unä bamalä borfefete. 

©albeSton ©ab ift boller Untiefen unb roegen feiner bielen 
9Tuftcrbänfe fcljr befannt. Sßierre mar ein .^auft^ufterjäger 
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unb regalirte unS nad) fo biel auSgeftanbenen Cticfabren mit biefcn 
lecfcren Xfnctdjcn, unb mir fdjmauftcn nad) «$craensluft. 2Bir blie- 
ben bie 9?ad)t liegen. "Jeu nädn'tcn borgen 1 1 Uljr brad)te mid) 
bic Sarai) an 33orb bcS Dambfboot Garrco, meldjcS regelmäßig 
amifdjen ©albcSton unb #oufton lief. $10 bis öalbeSton unb 
bis #oufton nod) $5 aaf)Itc id). Sie krümmer beS 93en SKüam 
maten burd) ein Sdjleppfd)iff nad) (MbeSton gefd)leift morben, 
mo fic öffentlid) für $3500 SCeranifd) berfauft mürben. 2)ie 9le* 
cfamation ber ©igentbümer an bie Slffocurana in Kern Orleans 
fdjeiterte, meil bei ber 3Tufnaf)me ber Sd)iffSinbcntur entbeit 
mürbe, bafe ftd) nur ein 9fn!er an 5Jorb befanb. S)aS Seegcfcfc, 
morauf fid) arte Slffocuranaen ftüfcen, fdjreibt aber einen ameiten 
als Slotbanfer bor. 9Jad)bem ber 93en 3Küam auSgebeffert mar, 
follte er eine Steife nad) SWalagorba machen. Sftidjel mürbe un- 
begreiflidjermeife als Gabitain auSerfeben. S)er Sdjooner geriet!) 
in einen fquall unb aertrümmerte gänalid). $etne Seele aufeer 
Gabtain ÜWidjcI mürbe gerettet, er mürbe bon ben ©eilen bemufet« 
IoS an'S ßanb gefbült. ©er arme irlänbifdje Stom unb ein 
£eutfd)er ®r. Ääfemann maren biejenigen mcld)e id) bon ben 
SJerunglüdten fannte. — $)er Gorreo, Gabt, ftfergufon, Ijatte 
beute eine befonberS tatyveidie ®efellfd)aft an Söorb, barunter 
fämilidje ©ffiatere ber £esanifdien Seemadjt. SMefe mar bamalS 
eigentlid) nur bem tarnen nad) borbanben, benn baS einaige 
ftriegSfdjiff bie $rigg ^otomac mar ntdjt im ©tanbe in See ju 
geben unb biente bem $afen bon ©albeSton als SBadnWff. 93ei 
fefjr fd)önem SBetter ging unfere Öabrt burd) bic ©an febr ange- 
nehm bon Statten. 9*ad)bem mir an ^elican Sslanb, fo benannt 
nad) ben bielen bort baufenben ^elicanen, borbei maren, matten 
mir einen 93erfud) über Globper'S bar au geben, rannten uns aber 
bermafeen feft, bafj mir erft anberen üftittagS nadjbem mir SBarcn 
unb Sßaffagiere auf ©oote unb gemadjte Slöfce übergelaben Ratten, 
mieber flott mürben. 2>ie 2)ambffd)iffabrt nad) §oufton ift einaig 
in ibrer Slrt, unb finbet auf ber ganaen SBelt ibreS ®leid)en nid)t 
mebr. Sluf ausrangierten, bon ber Gommiffion berbammten 
Stfufebooten fäbrt man bie 40 teilen burd) bic gefäl)rlid)e Shiffalo 
üBabou, bie fic^ bann berengt auf circa 150 bbS., mit fd)önen 
rcirf) bebufd)ten Ufern umgeben ift, unb bie aulefct fo canalartig 
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mirb ba& nur an einzelnen ©teilen atoei ©oote an einanber bor- 
bei fbnncn, oftmals ftreidjen bic überf)ängenben Saumaineige über 
baö $ed beS 93ooteS bin. (Sine reifere 3$egctation mie luer, 
fann man fid) nidit Icidjt benfen. ®ie fämtlidjen Ober- unb 
Unterljöljer eines trobifdjen ftlimaS, (Sebent unb Gnbreffcu 
mudjern um bic SSette, baämifdjen buften bie 33lütl)eu ber Ijcrr« 
lidjen Magnolien, bie id) nirgenbS in foldjer ^radjt unb Sülle 
Tat). $)üd) in biefent fdjeinbaren (rlnftum Ijerrfdjt im ©bätfommer 
Xob unb Chttfefcen. 25ie iJTuSbünftung ber SJegetabilien unb ber 
fteljenben ©cmäffer erjeugt Sieber jeglidjer &rt. ßolonel 93. 6. 
3?ee mein ©efäfjrte auf ber ©araf), marnte mid) gteid) bor 
§oufton. Sod) foldje ©rünbc galten bamalS nidtfS bei mir. 
^d) mar 5u lebenbig um mid) mit £obc8gebanfen au quälen. ©fm- 
meit 2bnd)burg, bort mo ber ©an Dacinto fid) mit ber 93ab ber- 
einigt, ift eine Gfbene mo bie berühmte ©d)lad)t bon ©an ?)acinto 
Don 600 balb gefleibetcn, Ijalb berljungerten Steyancm gegen eine 
feljr überlegene ©djaar SKericaner unter bem ftolacn ©anta 3(na 
gcfdjlagen mürbe. £ie Seraner fochten für ifcre grei&eit, für $ab 
unb @ut unb wollten ben £ob ifjrer bielen tapferen Sameraben 
in ber Sllamo unb ©oliab unter gannin unb SBen 2ßilam rädjen. 
Sie SWenfaner maren ©ölblinge, mie fomüe ba ber ©ieg lange 
ungemife bleiben. Sie SButl) mit ber bie beleibigten Srrci^cit*- 
männer fod)ten, mar unmiberftef)lid). ©anta 3Cna mürbe gefan« 
gen, unb bis auf menige Rimbert ©efangene, ber $em ber meyi- 
fanifdjen Slrme aufgerieben. 2)aS ©oroiemeffer, meldjeS nad) bem 
teyanifdjen gelben Söomie benannt ift, mirfte berljeerenb unb 
fdjrecflid) unter ben um Gmabe flefyenben SJlejifanern. ©ie mür- 
ben budrftäblid) gefdjladjtct, unb nod) aeugen bie ©ebeine auf bem 
©d)lad)tfelbe babon in meld)em Sßafee. ©efanntermafeen mürbe 
©anta 2lna in Solge ber Serträge mit bem teyanifdjen ©eneral 
©am §oufton mieber frei gelaffen, brad) aber alle ©djmüre unb 
brütet feitbem XeraS 5Rad)e für bie ©d)tnad) bie er bort erlitten 
Ijat. ©od), bu elenbe Kreatur ber Pfaffen! ©f>er mefjt baS ©an- 
ner ber jungfräulidjen föebublif auf ber ftolaen ©tabt ber SWonte- 
aumaS als beine befubelte ga&ne auf bem Gabitol bon #oufton. 
2)aS gute Sßrincip mirb immer enblid) fiegen, unb fo roirft bu -- 
Sßaboreon beS SßeftenS — beinen Kaden beugen unter baS ©cebter 
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ber Srcifjeii, ober bein $elena mirb bir balb toon ben 9tebellen 

angcrotefen roerben! Unter ben $affagieren maren bic 

in ber ©d)Iad)t bet SreUjeit mitgefämpft Ratten. $113 fie iefet 
beu ^eiligen ©oben erblicften fdjlugen rafdjer i&re ÖrÄü glülj« 
enbtn §eraen unb fie fdjilberten mit feuriger ßebenbigfeit iljren 
bamaligen flampf. 

flufentljalt in $o«fton, »nguft 1838— 3an»at 1839. 

ÖJegen 9 U&r langten mir am gufce ber ntain ftreet in 
$oufton an. Ginc SRcnge älienfdjen fam an Söorb um 8" fdjen 
meld)e neue Ginmanberung ftattgefunben ober ob bie erwarteten 
SBaren angefommen feien. Unter ben Neugierigen erblidte id) 
meinen Gollegen bom Gomptoir Don &(enbgem unb Semenfmgen 
bon Sßero Dorf, ben flcinen Robert fiemenfjagcn bon SRoftocf. Gr 
bermunbcrte ftd) md)t mcnig über mein Grfdjeincn. Gr rietfj mir 
bic 92ad)t nod) auf bem Gorreo au aubringen, anbem £agS molle 
er mid) in feinem boarbing §au& einführen, fdjlafcn fönne id) 
ja cinftmeüen in feinem ÜIRagaain. ©iefeS Uftagaain erblidte id) 
beim anberen SageS mit bem <©d)ilbe $enrg ßeben^agen & Co. 
GS mar eine Heine t)ölaerne $ütte auf 4 $fih)Ien etma 1V£ Sfufe 
über ber Grbe, unb enthielt nidjt mel>r mie 15 □ gufe Staunt, 
daneben befanb fid) ein ©aumerf in ©eftalt bon einer baufälligen 
Sdjeune, morin 2Wai3 unb 9Rai«met>l aufgefpeid)ert maren. 
Stöbert bradjte mid) nun iu $enrb, feinem ©ruber unb meinem 
früheren Principal, unb mad)te mid) mit #enro Cloppenburg, 
bem Slffocie befannt, ben id) fd)on bei ©eorgen in Meto Orleans 
fennen lernte, Darauf führte er mid) $u ber Familie ©erlad) 
mit ber id) jpäier näfjer befannt mürbe. Unier biefen SKenfdjen 
alfo fd)Iug id) mein Quartier auf. S)te erften adji SEage tljeilte 
id) SRobertS Säger auf ben Dielen beä SWagaainS, bis @erlad)8 mir 
neben 13 Gollegen unter bem $)ad) if)re£ boarbing f)oufe£ ein Sa* 
ger bereitet Ratten. Unter bem SWagaain mar SßadjtÄ regelmäßig 
<öd)meinegciellfdjaft, fo baß mir unter ben melobifdjen ©runa- 
tönen, biefer unauSfteljltdjen Spiere bie Stugen fdjlie&en mußten; 
ber SBeaMcI beS SogiS mar alfo niefy unangenehm. Qu 14 lagen 
mir unter bem $aä). Die SWeiften auf bem ©oben, einige auf 
Selbbeiten. ^n biefer ©efellfdjaft maren ©utfdjfom au« ßübeef, 
meldjer fpätir in Xejana ftarb, ©afer unb Gljarleb fein bienenber 
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(Seift, ®uftab Söraun, ber 2ttcd)anifer, (Songer unb Sortiert, bic 
Uebrigen lauter Söerooljner $ouftonS. Sortiert tnrereffierte mid) 
am meiften, feines <5d)idfal$ falber. Grr mar (Seemann, Ijatte 
alle Speere burdtfreuai, heiratete eine 9ttejifanerin in Sambko 
unb trieb nun um fein unglüdüd)eS Gf)Cberb,ältnif} ju bergeffeu. 
baS milbc Öemcrbe eine« ^ferbel)änblcr8. $ie Sorberfeite un- 
terer ^üttc mar mit einer 9$ora), b. f). ©allcrie berfe^en, melaV 
©djatten f Raffte unb SlbenbS aum frörjlidjen SerfammlungSort 
ber 9Jad)barfd)aft biente. Son t^icr aus fab, ftd) bamalS baS bunte, 
milb intereffante §oufton red)t malcrifdj an. SDie einaelnen §üi 
ten, bie bieten 3^te, ba§ dabitol, SßräftbentenbauS, unb bic bielcn 
Säger füralid) angefommener Gtnroanbercr boten einen neuen 
eigentfjümlidjen STnblirf bar. 2)ie ausgelegten SBegc maren nod» 
mit Säumen unb ©tumbfen bebedt maS befonberö 9Gad)t8 Ijinber« 
Iii) im SBege mar. 

§oufton mar bamalß mit ©olbaten ber Slebublif angefüllt, 
bie tf)rer Seaafjlung in militaro fertb unb ßountb ßanb entge« 
gen darrten, benn bares ©elb mar nid)t im Sefuje ber SRejmblif. 
SJiefe ©öbne be£ Krieges cntfd)äbigten fid) reidjltd) für bie lang- 
auSgeftanbcnen Gfntbebrungen inbem fie bem bamalS fo famoS bc. 
fannten „Srefeler'S rounb lent" biclen Swforud) Ieifteten. Äefeler 
mar ein geborener ©ajlefter, ber mit einer ber freimilligen Gom« 
bagnien aus ßentutfo b,eruntergcfommen mar, liefe ftd) für feine 
branbn cotftailS, gin tobbieS, rfaret bundjeB, Srirfdjmaffer be Ia 
foret noire u. f. m. bie Rapiere ber ©olbaten berbfänben unb 
mürbe fo in menig Sauren ein reifer 2Rann. Sn&ianer ber ber- 
fdjiebenen ©tämme lagen in unb um §oufton grubbenfeife b,er 
um um gegen t$e\U unb SSilbbret, Slei, ^Pulber, Sartun unb 
Xebbige etn^u^anbeln. 2>te Suföabees, SBibaiS, GabbaS, 2lla- 
bamaS unb StbbonS fugten §oufton b,eim, unb jeber ^notancr 
fcqägte ftd) glüdlid) bor fetner Stbreife Oeneral $oufton gefefycn 
au Ijaben unb „föafe IjanbS" mit tb,m, benn mäb,renb feines ad)t* 
iiujrigen SCufentfjaltS unter ben i^nbianern Ratten biefe ben 
ad}tunggebtetenben Oeneral unb metfen Statfjgeber berefjren ge- 
lernt. 

2)amal8 mob,nien in $oufton 1500—2000 SWcnfdjcn, 
meiftenS 2Jiänner auf bie berfdjiebenfte SBeife aufammen. 5Der 
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^räfibent, baS ganae SRegierungSberfonal, biele Slbbocatcn, welche 
in bieten Säubern reid)lid) Wahrung finbcn, eine grofce Slnaahl 
Spieler (gambler) äaufleute, $anbmerfer, auSgebiente Solbaten, 
Slbenthcurer, neugierige SReifenbe aus ben ber. Staaten, etwa 100 
merifanijdje (Befangene, welche brauchbare öebienten abgaben, 
cnf bem gleichen Sufee famerabfchaftlich mit einanber. 

»erbrechen, fiuft 8" Abenteuern, unglücflichc 93err)äItntfTe 
jeber Art, Siebe aur Freiheit, unb bie fchöne AuSficht auf ©eminn 
hatte biefe wunberbare ©efellfchaft gebilbet. ©S war eineS Sfeben 
Sßolitif im allgemeinen 99unbe etwas au gelten, unb barum Warf 
er ben Schleier bet »ergeffenheit über feine früheren Staaten, 
©in Sfcber galt nur fobiel als fein eigener SSertt). Äeine 2fQ* 
milienberbältnifje, früheres SBermögen, Slang unb Anbrüche ^at« 
ten Sinflufe auf feine jefcige bürgerliche Stellung. Die Söerfaf- 
fung bon £eyaS bie rein rebublifanifch ift, unb aus bem Sobe 
Sltapoleon, ber (üTonftitution SDierKo'S, befonbcrS aber ßoutftana'S 
entnommen ift, gemährt Gebern ber fid) ju ©unften beS ©anjen 
auSaeichnet, burd) SBahlen ju ben fjödjften Slemtern ju gelangen. 
Wut baS Xalent, b. h- bie nüfcliche SlnWenbung beSfelben warben 
berüdfidjtigt. SRicftt ©eburt ober fecfeS Auftreten, bie SBa^I be§ 
Golfes fliebt ben ÄuSfchlag. 

Söurbe ein Offiaier ber TOia gemäht, fo waren fchon einige 
läge bor bem SBahltage, (bat) of election) AbenbS bie öffentlichen 
Xrinfb.äufer (bar-roomS) mit Seuten gefüllt, bie für ober gegen 
biefen ober jenen Ganbibaten haranguirten. $ie Äanbibaten felbft 
gaben in öffentlichen Sieben öfters ihre ©runbfäfce funb, matten 
baS $ublitum auf bie fünfte aufmerffam burdj welche fie bei 
ihrem SBaffencommanbo fdjon beliebt geworben mären. Solche 
Sccnen famen häufig bor, benn eS waren ber öffentlichen Stellen 
biele au befefcen unb noch öfter wechfelten bie Patrioten tt)re Stet- 
lung. üftit SCrinfen Würbe jebeSmal geenbet. Wlan fann in 
£eranifd)en bar-roomS anftänbigerweife nichts iu trinfen forbem 
ohne feine anwefenben Söefannten unb beren t$rcunbe einaulaben. 
Dies wirb natürlich erwibert unb fo bietet fich bie (Gelegenheit oft 
„to tafe a brinf." 5<h War inbeffen nach furaem Aufenthalt als 
^Buchhalter unb faleSman (Eerfäufer) bei Oeorge Sifctjer einge. 
treten, ba fein früheres factotum Simmermann, ein netter junget 
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2TCenfd), id) glaube auä Sremen, in brei Sagen, ein SRaub be3 
Öficberd mürbe. Sifdjer bjelt am Qrabe moljin i&m ein anfcfcn- 
lidjeä ©cfolge au $ferbe gefolgt mar, eine fel)r baffenbe Siebe. 
S)rei Soge barauf naf)m er mid), of)tte (£mpfel)lung, mit $150 
monatlid) unb freier SBotymtng in feine bretterne $ütte auf. 
Jefet n>ar mir mobj. 5Die ©efdjäfte gingen bamoB febj gut. üKit 
menig Selb fonnte man biet, ja feljr biel gemimten. Jd) b,atte 
mel)r al£ mein SluSfommen, (ernte ben Xejanifdjen §anbcl 
bractifd) fennen unb fonnte nun meine Söefanntfdjaften benufceu. 
Sir berfauften en gros ÜftaiS unb ÜPlatemetjl, ©bedfeiten, ©dun« 
fen, Kartoffeln, Säbeln, 2ttel)l, Söutter, ©djmala, ©duffSatbie« 
baef, Surfer, Kaffee, fura ma3 man bamalS an Sebenömitteln unb 
(Setränfen nötfng Ijatte. Slufeerbcm fjatten mir ein $ebot bon 
^JorceUan, fertigen SUeibern, unb Xebbigcn, perlen unb Äattuu 
für bie Snöianer. SBir nahmen SBaren gegen ÜJäetbe auf fiagcr, 
unb beforgten Jncaffo, ©üterberfauf unb anbere Angelegenheiten 
2Jitr mar ein @eljülfe für bie groben Arbeiten unb für ben §au£* 
ftanb an bie §anb gegeben, ein teyanifdjer ©olbat, ein ©d)ibebe 
unb ©eemann. Song nannte fidj bie treue ©eele, bie 5 Sftonate 
lang neben mir auf bem ©oben beS Warenlagers» cambierte. 
üftein faufenbeä publicum berfdjaffte mir biele intereffante 5lu« 
genblicfe, befonberS ^nbianer beiberlei C^cfcr>led)td bie täglid) un> 
fere ?ßord) belagerten unb mir Belle unb mebicinifdje Kräuter 
mie ©arfabarilla unb ©affafraä aum Xaufd) anboten. GS maren 
2Jläbd)en barunter, mürbig meine ganae 2lufmerffamfeit au 
feffeln. S)em forfdjenben ©Iii fonnte es nid)t entgegen, meldje 
gebiegene ©ittfamfeit biefen braunen ©irnen ber SSilbuife ange 
boren ift. Staate man ftdj üjnen auf eine a"traulid)e SBeife, mie 
man e& bei bielen unfercr tugenbfamen beutfa^en Jungfrauen tfmn 
fann, fo mirb man nidjt burd) ein „fiaffen ©ie ba$" ober „2BoJ3 
benfen ©ic ftd) benn" a"r Sortfefcung angefeuert — nein, ba£ 
beleibigte ©efü&l ber farbigen SCodjter bom frönen ©tamme ber 
iöibaiö gab ftd) burd) fdjeueö 3 u rürftreten au erfennen, unb mit 
beradjtenbem ©tola unb augleid) fdjamcrfüllten ©lief fab fie auf 
ben in if)ren 9lugen freien aibiliftrten Söeifeen. 

(Sin Heiner aierlidjer gufe unb ebenfo aart geformte 9trmo 
finb biefen Snbianerinnen mie beinahe allen, eigen. SJiele bon 
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tynen lieben ben Sranntmein unb bicfc finfen bann unter bic 
SBürbe beS 9Wenfd)en ^erab, fie lärmen, toben, larfjen unb iellen. 
unb meinen febr häufig. Ueberbaubt madjen bie Subtaner audi 
fonft einen fet)r melandmüfdjen Ginbrud auf mid). $br enblidjeS 
Sdjidfal ift flänalid)e 2fu8rottung. Sie merben burd} ^crträ^c 
unb Stbfaufungen ibrer Sänbereien immer mrijr nad) bem SBeftcn, 
ben entfernten SBüfteneien getrieben. $ort fommcn fie bann in 
ba3 ©ebege onberer Snbianer, unb $rieg unb ftranfbeiten finb 
bie berbeerenben Solgen. ^ct) fbrad) alte Snbianer, bic frübcr 
in ben bereinigten Staaten gelebt bitten unb jefct ibre $ürtc 
in XeyaS aufgefangen bitten, bie gana bernünftig über ibre 
Sage badeten. Sie flagten fel)r über ben berberblidjen Ginflufj 
meldjer burd) bie geiftigen ©etränfe ber SBeifeen ausgeübt roerbe. 
®ie fbradben Don ibren ebemaligen Sfagbgrünben, (bunting 
grounbö) mit einer SRübrung unb 2(nbänglid)feit mie man fie 
biefen Sßaturmenfa^en niajt jutrauen follte. $d) batte oft @k- 
legenbeit fie au beobadjten unb mar nid)t feiten erftaunt mie biejo 
als rob berfairieenen äRenfdjen, Sfeufeerungen ibrer ßiebe unb 3"- 
neigung funb gaben, mie fdudlid) fid) oerliebte ^aare mie lieb- 
reid) fid) öltern unb JHnber unter einanber begegneten, mic 
menfd)ltd) fie ^ferbe unb $unbe bebanbeln. 2HIeS fönnte unS un« 
gebilbeten ©jriften aum Seifbiel bienen. 

$er alte Ximbg, einer ber angefebenften ber Guf bateeS mar 
mein guter Ofteunb gemorben unb id) fdjenfte ibm ein Stücf 
Sartun, gab ibm manchmal einen Sa^Iud 933tjiöfei) unb bermabrte 
ibm feine $abfeligfeiten, menn er bon §oufton aus an ben SBraaoS 
auf bie ü&ärenjagb ging. Slam er mieber, fo brüdte er mir jebeS- 
mal feine $)anfbarfeit für bie Stufbemabrung ber Saasen aus, 
erjä^lte mir bon feiner $eimaib unb naebbem er mir fämtlidie 
Sfelle feiner $erbe berfauft batte, nabm er beraten Slbidueb mit 
bem SBemerfen: f)ou goob man, bou goob f>a^efr)UIo, bou $>utaV 
man. ÄlÄ er einftenS mieberfam bor bem Seginn ber 93raa?ä 
Sagb, ladjre er mir bon meitem entgegen, ftellte mir aroei junge 
Sfnbianer bor, mcld)e er ftola an ber $anb fübrte, gab mir 8« 
berftefjen ba& ba« feine ©b'bne feien, unb er fie aum erften male 
mit auf bie groben Sagben nabme. fcie* ift bei ben ^nbianern 
ungefähr ein fcreignife, mie in ben alten Seiten ber Witterfdjlag 
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bei ben knappen. S)ic jungen gehörten Pon ber Seit an 8" i>cn 
Äriegern. 

Ungefähr ein $af)r fpäter, als id) bic ^nbianer im öftlid)u< 
£eraS befttd>te, mad)te mir Stmbtj'S 3Jcfanntfd)aft bei bicle;i 
©tämmen gute Sfufnabme. 

©ei ©. Ofiföl« fatte id) mid) fdjnell in baS ©cfd)äft einge 
arbeitet, fo bafe fid) biefer erfahrene SWann ben ©taatSgefd)äften 
mibmen fonnte. 

5ijd)er mar in ©clgrab geboren, auf einer ungarifd)en Uni- 
toerfität gebilbet, »erliefe nad) einer grofeen SHeife burd) Guropa 
bie alte SBelt, unb liefe fid) in ber neuen nieber. (Fr Ijatte unter 
ben ücrfdjiebcnften ©erljältniffen bie Pereinigten ©taaten, bann 
roäfjrenb eines 7'jäfyrigen 2lufentIjaltS 2J?ejico unb $abannab, 
fennen gelernt, (£r fprad) bie meiften lebenben ©prad)en ©uro* 
paS. ^n ber 2)eutfd)en, @ttglifd)en, ©panifdjen, ©Iabifdjen unb 
tJranaöfifdjen mar er jebod) SJZeifter. 5n SWejico mad)te er fid) 
burd) bie Verausgabe ber föberaliftifd)en Seitung: Gl (£orreo 
ätlantico bemerfenSroertf), mürbe burd) feine Stellung als 5rei* 
maurer unb burd) feinen politifdjen ßinflufe mit ben erften 2Wän- 
nern SRejicoS Pertraut. 3Ü3 bic ©treitigfeiten mit EeyaS auS' 
brauen, fajlug er fid) auf beffen ©eite, ma<b,te als ©ecretär unb 
(Solanet unter 2Reyia bie Gipebition nacb, Stampico mit, mar fpäter 
in Kern Orleans etablirt, Perlor bort beinahe 2UIeS unb etablirte 
fid) fdjliefelid) in $oufton. §m %afyve 1839 Iiquibiertc er, pri. 
uatifirte, unb ift nun öffentlidjer SRotar unb Stbbocat. £>er SRauu 
mar einmal in $ort ©ibfon, Sftiffiffippi Perfyeiratfyet, Perliefe bann 
feine Samilie um nad) Sfteyico su gefjen. 9£ie erfuhr man marum, 
obfdjon er ftetS Brau unb #inber ernährte, ©eine einzige ßor- 
reSponbenj in Europa mar ber 3Mfd)of in Stapufa. S)ie ©tobt unb 
baS ©ebiet bon ©an Antonio be S3ejar ermäljlten einen ©enator 
in ben (Eongrefe, ©ei ber überroiegenben 3<*&l öer me?ifanifd>en 
Ginmo&ner fiel bie 38ab,l auf einen aus ifjrer üttitte. ßotonel 
©eguin Pertrat feine ©egenb bamalS. ©a er aber ber englijdjen 
©prad)e nidjt gana mädjtig mar, fo mürbe mein d)ef, ©eorge 
Sifdjer Wm ©olmetfajer ernannt, mar aber ©enator im eigent- 
Iid)en Sinne. StomalS lernte id) aud) ben jungen 3aöola fennen. 
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ein netter SWann. ©eine SKutter befafj eine $flanaung an ber 
33uffaIo ©atjou unb mar an einen Hamburger Sogt? berfceiratet 
ben id) nod) früher fanntc als er nod) bei ©djleftnger & (£o., 
$ine ©treet, ftero ?)orf refibierte. BaboIo'S 33oier mar Oefonbrcr 
3Rerico'3 in SKabrib unb «Pari«, unb aus einer fefjr guten Fa- 
milie ?)ucatanÄ entfbrofeen. (Fr gehörte ju ben ©rften, roeldje ftdj 
bei STuSbrud) ber te^anifdjen Sleboluiion gegen 2fterko erflärtc. 

SBie fid) Icidjt benfen läfet, hxtren in bamatiger 3«t in 
£eraS bie gefelltgen 33erf)ältniffe nod) fcfjr ungeorbnet. 2>ie SRe- 
bolution mar faum beenbet, bie oer nun unbefdjäftigtcn 
Stljeilneljmer berfelben fefyr grofe, ein famerabfcfiaftlid)e$ 35er« 
fjältnifj, nadjbem man lange ßeib unb Sfreub mit einanber gc* 
tfceilt f>atte, liefe fid) nidjt bermeiben. STIleS lebte unb roof>nte 
burd)einanber. 

ber #erbft mit feinen SJcorbroinben Ijeranfam unb nur 
3 Oefen in §oufion fid) befanben, aitnbeien mir bor bem Xrinf- 
Ijaufe Seuer an, ftcllten uns barum Ijerum unb genoffen — ber 
tßräftbent nid)t auSgefdjlofjen — fjeifee ©etränfe bei luftiger 
Weben. 5>a3 (£itb $otel mar bamalS ber #aubtfammelblafc. 
2Bir fafeen bort in bem geräumigen ©retterfaften oft du 100—150 
bei £ifd). 90Ie Kationen maren bjer bertreten. 3Han tonnte 
bie intereffanteften ßebcnSbefdjreibungen anfjören. Oefter gab 
c3 (Streit. $iftoIen mürben geaogen, SBomie SReffer blifeten, unb 
ba Sebcr gut beroaffnet einljerging, fallen biefe Vorgänge aiemtid) 
gefä&rlid) aus. Sroeimal mar id) 3^uge bafe in ber Xrinfftube 
unb natbjfjer in ber ©trafee, 2Renfd)en bermunbet mürben. da- 
mals fud)te bie ^olijci roof>I au beruhigen unb abauroet)ren, aber 
8ur Stedjenfdjaft mürbe feiten iemanb geaogen. ^aaarb Spiele 
maren berboten, bemungead)tet mürben ganae SRädjte fyinburm 
bie grünen Xifdje bon ben gamblerS in Sfnfbrud) genommen. 5fa. 
biefe blacf Ieg8 bitbeten eine förmliche Sunft, wogegen jeber 35M- 
berftanb eine gefäb,rlid)e @ad)e mar. Die anfä&igen ^Bürger benen 
an ber ftu&e bem guten 9tuf it>re8 neuen SBofjnortS biel ge- 
legen mar, fteuerten inbefe bem eingeriffenen Unfug au« ßeibe«. 
trotten. 

(SS mar ein rege» SCreiben unb biel «btoed)felung bamals 
in $oufton. 5CagIid) legten Stombfbote bon ©albeSton an. HuS- 
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bem Innern be8 ßanbe* (amen SBeftfcer Don ßanbcertificaten, 
roeld)c fidf) baS fd)önftc freie ßanb au3gcfud)t Ratten, unb §änb« 
Ier aller 2trt angeritten, barunter aud) mejieanifdje ©dmiugglcr. 
Sic brauten Sfteuigfcitcn bon ber Oirenae, roiefen auf bic ©djönljeit 
neu aufgefunbener ©egenben unb fdjilbcrten iljre Sfbenteuer mit 
ben ^nbianern unb roilben Steteren, ffura, bie 3eit berging 
fdinell, immer in Aufregung gehalten, bergafe man alle £nt« 
bcfjrungcn. — 2Bir fdjlicfcn Anfangs au 14 unter bem $adj auf 
\o\en 93rcttern, ju Denen mir auf einer ßeitcr gelangten. Sin 
ferner ßaben bertrat baS Senftcr ein bon einer ©eite jur 
anbern gefpannteS ©eil, biente aum 2(ufb,ängcn ber Kleiber, 3n 
einem bentfd)cn 2Birtf)§f)aufc roo id) ftaturforfdier (ßinbb,eimer 
bon granffurt a. ÜR.), Doctorcn unb anbere gebilbete ßeute traf, 
lagen MbenbS auf unb unier ben Xifdjcn bic ©äfte. Sttemanb fiel 
eS ein fid) ju bcflagcn. Bei unferer bielen SIGu&e Ratten mir 
allerlei $Iäne unb (Sntroürfe, bic aber nie jur $Tu8füb,rung ge- 
langten, ©o roollten mir eine ^otjbaJjn bon SBrajoS nadi 
•§oufton bauen um bie 93aumroolIe leidjtcr fjerbeiaufdjaffen, in- 
beffen e3 fehlte fjier roie überall an Mitteln, ©ilber fab, man 
beinab, gar nidjt, ber ©taat jaulte mit ^Sapiergclb, roeldjeS roie 
ber burd) neue ©djeine auSgelöft mürbe, ^ttoe ©efellfdjaft gab 
©djeine aus. ©elbft ^ribatleute fjatten $50—100 im Umlauf 
cf>ne Sinfen barauf ju bellen. fciefeS Unroefen führte 8» 
mannen Betrügereien. ®a§ „föinblaftcr" ©öftem mürbe enblid) 
unterbrüdt burd) bie öffentliche SKcinung. 

Sfn manigfaltiger Unterhaltung fehlte e3 nidjt. Sßir Ratten 
SBitliarb unb aud) ein SEljcater, fogar ßoncerte famen ju ©tanbe. 
^3f erberennen roaren fiäufig unb gaben $u ©cenen STnlafe, meldte 
baS bamalige gefellige ßeben in XeyaS äjaracterifieren. ©inft 
mettete ber reid)e ^franjer SBalfer mit bem gambler Bance um 
baS $fcrb auf bem jeber fafe. SBalfer bcrlor, beftritt bie SBettc, 
e8 fam aum SBorrroedjfel, SBalfer fdjofe SSance eine Shtgel bur<&3 
#era, beffen menige greunbe aogen bie ^iftolen unb in toenig 
SKinuten roaren 7 ber ©djiefeenben meb,r ober roeniger berrounbet. 
SSalfcr rourbe eingesogen, bom ©tateSattornet) roegen Sftorb ber« 
flogt, aber unter $5000 ©ürgfa^aft auf freien 2rufe gefegt. $a 
23ance feinen Serrreter Ijatte, fdjlief bie ©adje ein. 
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lim bicfe 3eit lernte ich eine intereffanie Samilie fennen 
bereit ©djicffale roiebereraählt au toerben berbienen. 

SPiein ehrlicher ©efnlfe im SWagajin ßong fam ju mir unb 
melbete eö fei eine gebilbete beutfche <$amilie fchon einige £agc 
in #oufton unb roie cS fdjeine im größten ©Ienb. <2>ic toobne in 
einem in bcr (?cfc einer <Sd)tniebe angebrachten SSerfälage unb 
bic junge grau fei rounberfdjön. S)eS SlbenbS begab id) mich an 
Ort unb ©teile, unterhielt mich mit bem flatterhaften, unftetcn, 
gentilen 2J?ann, beffen ©lief biel ßeidjtfinn aber noch Gmbf anglich« 
feit bc§ ÖcmüthS berrieth. 3d) fragte nad) feinem tarnen, er 
führte midi nad) ber ©djmiebc, I)ob bie borgeftcllten Fretter meg 
unb fo fah id) feine ©chroiegermutter in einen SWantel gehüllt, 
ben Stummer im Stntlifo, ein 93ünbel SIBäfche unter bem Äobfe auf 
bem SBoben liegen, bane&en ihre S£od)ter, ihr einaigeS Stinb, un- 
motjl aber heiter mit bem STuSbrucf unenblid)cr ©eelenftarfe in 
ihren liebenSmürbigen feinen ©efidjtSaügen. Stein 93ett, fein SEifd), 
fein «Stuhl, nicht baS SUlergeringfte um nach fo biel SDrangfalen 
roenigftenS einmal ruhen au fönnen. SWan brauchte biefe ©rubbe 
nur anaufchauen unb helfen mu&te man. 3fd) roor fchon mehrere« 
mal bei ben tarnen gemefen. eines SEageS forberte mich bic 
SWutter auf, ich mochte fte boch einmal befugen wenn fte allein 
fei. Sc!) that bieS unb horte nun folgenbeS: 

SWeiu SWann mar ein roohthabenber Staufman in in 
SBaiern. 2Bir lebten bort glüeflid) unb geachtet. Unaufrieben mit 
ber beftehenben Orbnung ber $)ingc glaubte er in Slmerifa bie 
Srciheit au finben, melchc ©aiern feinen ^Bürgern borenthäli 
von ber $eit an brängte cS ihn nach ber neuen SBelt. Stö fudjtc 
ihn babon abauhalten. Stile Sitten, alle 93orfteHungen maren 
bergcbcnS. Cr mad)te ben grö&ten SCt)eil feines SBermögenS ber- 
fügbar unb er fduffte fich ohne uns in Bremen auf bem qShönn; 
nad) Baltimore ein. $ch unb meine fcochter reiften nach SKünchen 
um bort abaumarten bis mein ÜMann fich in 9tmerifa angefauft 
unb 9(IIeS aum Empfang borbereitet hätte. ©S bauerte Sßonate 
unb feine Nachricht bom ©atten unb SBater fam au «nS. SBir 
fchrieben nach Bremen, auch bort mar man ohne Nachricht. 93on 
Baltimore liefen Berichte ein bie fchon angfterroecfenb lauteten. 
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Untere Unruhe mud)S immer mehr. Söir befdjloffen nad) ©remcn 
unb bon bort nad) STmerifa a« reifen um uns ©cmifeheit über 
baS ©djiff Phönix, ju beschaffen. Wobei öeinmanb, ©ilberaeug 
unb ber gröfete Xheil beS Vermögens, mar bon meinem Sftann uu« 
berfidjert mit eingefdnfft morben. Söir motten nun baS nodj 
unberfaufte SBofmhauS ju ©elb, nahmen bie töcfte unferer aus- 
geliehenen 93arfd)aften mit unb traten ftfcmercn #eracnS bie fRcifc 
nad> ^Bremen an, bort berljcljlte man unS nicht, bafj man baS 
®du*immfte befürchte ba in Baltimore aud) nichts bon bem Schiffe 
gehört morben fei. 

9lod) lebte in mir bie Hoffnung, baS gahraeug fei bicUeidn* 
auf irgenb eine I^nfcl bcrfd)Iagen morben. lieber ein ^h* lebte id) 
fd)on in Stmerifa unb fonnte mid) nod) immer nidjt bem ©eban- 
fen Eingeben ben ©arten berloren au fmben, als mid) cnblid) ber 
Sdjmera übermältigte unb mir ben Stroft ber #offung raubte. 
.§ätte id) meine SJlathilbe nicht aur Seite gehabt, bie, fo tief fie 
unfer partes ©ducffal embfanb, fid) mit feelenboller Grgebung 
in baS unbermeiblidje 2ooS, roeldjeS unS traf, au geben unb a" 
tröften rou&te, id) märe bem Kummer erlegen, ©bäter, als mir 
bei braben SanbSleutcn im Staate Wem ?)orf mobnten, unfer 
übriges Gabital auf Sinfen auSgeliehen, unb unabhängig au leben 
meibliche $anbarbeiten anfertigten, erlebten mir aud) mieber 
manche bergnügte Srunbe. 2Bir berliefeen ben Staat 9*em Dorf 
unb aoflen in bie Sfcähc bon SBheeling am Ohio- SWeine £od)tcr 
fonnte bie beften heiraten machen, aber fo reich bie freier aud) 
maren, fo fefjr fie aud) um fie anhielten, fie fcbjug alle aus. (sie 
mollte feinen STmerifancr, it)r Öcmütl) mar beutfeh. Unb menn 
fie aud) feine §offung hatte, bie #cimath mieber au fehen fo mollte 
fie in Slmerifa aud) fid) nur einem £eutfd)en berbinben. Um 
biefe S^t erfdjien ein SanbSmann, ein 2lltbaier bei unS. Gr 
gab an, bolitifdje 93erl)ältniffe hätten ihn aus ber $eimath ber« 
trieben. Gr märe Gabett gemefen, hätte in 2Ründ)cn eine JRebolte 
mitgematt)t, hätte fliehen müffen, fid) in ßnon aufgehalten unb 
bann bie SReifc na(h Slmerifa angetreten, mo er fid) jefct eine 
^flanaung faufen molle um in föuhe leben au fönnen. $11000 
habe er bereits baau auSgefefct unb jefct eine ftarm bei Gincinnati 
in SluSfuht, bem jungen, 21-jährgen Spanne, ber bei biel Unter- 
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balhmgSgabe fo trcuberjig in ber bairifdjen SJhmbart fbredien 
fonnte, bertrauten mir ganz. Rapiere, bic baS maS er über feine 
©djidffale auSfbrad), tonnten mir niajt forbern, ba er auf's xoofyt' 
fdjeinlidtfte erjärjlte, mie er ben SCriimmern beS befannten ©ambf* 
fd)iff3 ^olaSfo o^nmeit (SbarleSton in ©outl) Carolina nur fein 
Öeben gerettet, Koffer unb Stiles aber berloren fcabe. 9laä>btm 
B. fief) 3 Monate in unterer Sßäbc aufgebalten, mar er ber ©atte 
meiner £od)ter, meines einigen StroftcS, meiner lieben, guten Wla- 
tbilbe. 2Rir mar nid)t mobl bei biefer 93erbinbung. £rübe 9flj' 
nungen ftiegen in mir auf. ß. ST. Ä. mein jefciger ©djmiegerfobn, 
fratt und) (Sincinnati aufaubredjen fbiegclte unS bor, er f>abe burd) 
ben 39anqnier feine« 93aterS, 9lotf)fd)iIb in Wem Orleans, ©elber 
aufzunehmen, ©r müffe aber felbft bortbin reifen um fte absu- 
bolen unb mir feilten natürliäj bie Keife mitmachen. SBir liefen 
uns ba3u bemegen unb traten bie lange JReifc bon SBbeeling nadb 
SRem Orleans ju fianb an. ^n ßentudfb, in Sfrönffort, matten 
mir $alt, um uns auSjuruben. S3or ber 9fbreife fam ST. mie 
bcrjroeifelt ju unS unb crfTarte er bebe fein Portefeuille mit 
$3500 berloren. batte $600 bar bei mir, baS übrige Ijatte 
id) in SRem $orf fteben Iaffen. 

$ie Steife ging langfam bon Statten. SBir blieben oft 
8 — 14 Xage an einem Ort unb ST. lebte flott barauf IoS unb 
munterte uns auf, unS nitbtS abgeben au Iaffen ba er ia SBer« 
mögen genug bofafee. <2>cbon ebe ttrir in SDlembbiS toaren, Ijatte 
er bie $600 ausgegeben unb mebrerc unfercr Äoftbarfeiten toie 
Winge etc. unb bie fdjone golbene Ubr meiner £od)ter berfefct. 
3n SWembbtS liefe idj mieb überreben ben ©djein meines auSfttN 
benben OJelbeS in Wem ?)orf au berbfänben, midi immer troftenb 
bon Wem Orleans auS glei$ SIITeS mieber erlangen ju wollen. SBir 
gelangten enblid) in bie §aubtftabt SouiftanaS unb logierten un» 
in bem tbeuren <3t. (EbarleS #otcl ein. Die $600 roaren roeg, 
1 4 ffiinge, barunter baS tbeure Slnbenfen an meinen berunglücf« 
ton Sftann, bie Uljr meiner 5tod)ter, SHIeS mar unterroegS um 
feinen ßeiditftnn ju frobnen, berbfanbet. SBir maren betbort, 
mir geborgten ber inneren, marnenben Stimme nid)t. Unfer 
SJertrauen an bie föeblidifeit bcS üDlenfdien mar nod) nidjt ge- 
brodjen. 2Ran Datie biSber fo biel aufriäjttgen Sintbert an un- 
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fcrem ®dn<ffal genommen 1 2t. brüdfte fein ©rftaunen aus ba& 
bie erwarteten @elber nod) nidjt bon 25eutfd)Ianb angelangt feien« 
lebte mitttermeile im @t. (SljarleS #oteI, too er 3 3intmer unb 
Äoft au $20 bcn £ag bebungen fjatte, folange baraufloS bis ber 
SBirtf) ifm um 8<")Iung anging unb er bon anberer (Seite in ®e- 
fatjr fam entlarbt au »erben, mic id) jefct bermutlje, ba mehrere 
beutfdje $errn uns bor 2f. marnten, inbem fie ib,n auf bielen 
23iberfbrüdjen ertabbt hätten. %a biefe $erm gingen fo toett 
eine Trennung meiner Eodjter bon 2f. boraufd)tagen. ©ie moHten 
für unfer Sfortfommen forgen. (£nblid) mar ber @d)Ieier gehoben 
ber mir mcnigftenS, bis ba&in 2l.'S magren Gf)aracter ber&orgen 
fjaiie. 

Um bon Sßero Orleans fortaufommen mu&ten mir bie legten 
JRefte unferer Erinnerungen an frühere SBertjaltniffe, ©il&eraeug 
unb fieinmanb im @t. G&arteS §oteI berbfänben, unb fdjifften unS 
nun auf einem fleinen Ofaljraeug nad) ©atbeSton, bon ba a u 
©ambffdjiff nad) £oufton ein. SMe ftalirt ftnb mir nod) fdmlbig, 
unfer $ab unb ©ut befteljt in bicfen menigen SHeibungSftüden. 

S3or @d)Iud)aen fonntc bie arme 5rau nidjt meiter fbredjen. 
*ftt fcatte baS ©cmdfal &art mitgefoielt, fogar it)r Icfcter fcroft. 
if)re SKat^ilbe fürdjtete fte nun in bcn $änben eines ®$minbIerS. 
SBie ratzen? 2Bie Reifen? 2t. gab fid) alle 2RüE)e 93efd)aftigung 
au finben, eS gelang nid)t. 3)ie junge &au bagcgen, immer SDhitf) 
einfbredjenb, immer Reiter, meinte — menn it)r 3Rann fie nidjt 
ernähren tonnte fo füf)te fie bie ffraft biefe ^flidjt felbft au er» 
füllen. Oft traf id) fie, bie aorten $änbe bom 2Bafd)en munbge» 
rieben. 2ftand)en 2tBenb bradjte id) bei biefen guten grauen biö 
12 — 1 Ufjr au, benn bis aum nädjftcn SWorgen mollte bie junge 
grau noch, fo biete $embcn, $ofen u. b. gl. fertig niujen. ©abet 
fanb fte bodj nod) Seit a" ber ©uitarre bie id) fjerbei fdjafftc 
luftige ßieber au fingen. ©efonberS gern ftimmte fte baS Siebten 
an: 

Suftig unb roofjtgemutb, 
SBanbert baS junge 93Iut 
Ueber ben SRIjein unb ©elt 
Stuf unb ab burd) bie Seit. 
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28ad feltfam mit ber 2öirflid)fcit coutrafticrte unb einen 
tiefen Ginbrncf auf mid) madjtc. 

28eit)nad)ten 1838 bradjte id) bei biefeu guten Kenten \o ber 
{tnügt ju mic cd bamald nur müglid) mar. 

Sie tagten, fic trollten mir eine Srcube madicn nnb Tuben 
mid) ginn Gffen ein in ber ffeinen (Sajüte bie jetst menigftend 
einen Ofen, einen £ifd) unb cinifle Stüt)lc Ijatte. 2(. licrfcfetc mie 
id) fbäter erfuhr, feine 5BorftednabeI, um 9J?ef)I, Öleifd) etc. her- 
bei iu fdjaffen. Xic junge t$vau befdjerte und beutfdjed Söatfmerf 
unb fang l)eimat()Iid)e fiieber. 

Jhtrs nadjber gelang ed und 31. eine Stellung als Secretär 
beim ftriegdminifter 311 berfdjaffen, fo baft bie f leine Samilie 
roenigftend leben fonnte. 

SWeinc ^ribatangclegenbeiten riefen mid) nad) 9?cm JOrleand. 
^d) fjattc burd) meinen 2(ufentf)alt in $oufton unb bem übrigen 
SEerad. bie 9Trt unb SSeife bed bärtigen tfnnbetd fennen gelernt, 
unb bcabttdjtigte meine einträglid'e Stellung bci3ubcl)alten unb 
nebenher Sbeculationcn für eigene föedmung 311 mad)cn, nament« 
lid) ba id) feine Öagermictfye für meine SBaren 311 aafjlen Ijatte. 
Sn 9?em Orleand I)atte id) eine f)inreid)enbe Summe öelbcd 3U er« 
beben. SWan bermeigerte mir aber bad bare Weib unb bcrlangte 
id) folle beu betrag in ben ungangbarsten Wrtifefn, bie bad $aud 
auf Sager fjatte, entnehmen. $crfönlidj boffte id) mit ifmen bie 
Sadje beffer orbnen 311 fönneu. W\t meinem Rrcitnbe ßorcnj 
SBraun begab id) mid) auf ein neu augelangted $ambffd)iff, bad 
feine erftc Sabrt nad) Otolbcfton mndite unb beffen Gabitain nun 
erffärte: fumte mufo mein 23oot fid) einen Warnen madien, mir 
müffen ben Sam $oufton (bad coneurrierenbe $oot) überlaufen. 
SBir maren gerabe am Sftittagdtifd) in ber 9?an bon OJalbedton 
ald bie £ambfröf)re fbrang, unb bad 3ifäl?n »nb ber bcraudftrö« 
menbe $ambf liefe und auf Sd)Iimmed fdjlieften. 9IIIed ftrömte 
auf bad #intertf)eil bed Sdnffcd bid bie ßeute und berftdjerten 
ed fei feine (Mefabr. ^nbeffeu lagen mir 21 Stunbcn mit bem 
ofjnmädjtigcn ^hifeboot im SRebel in ber gefä!)rrid)en Hat) bon 
©albcdton, unb fonnten ed nur bem 3"faH jufdjrribcn, bafe mir 
nid)t in bie ßuft gefbrengt maren. Stuf bem ©00t mar ein b5bft« 
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lieber öefanbtc, ber in $oufton eine faibolifdje ©emeinbe grün» 
ben follte, aber unbcrrid)teter Sad)e balb mieber umfebrte. Sein 
Segleiter mar ein intereffanter ©eiftlirfjer, ber lange $al)rc in 
SWabrib unb in ber Sßropaganba in Korn gelebt fjattc. 93raun 
unb id) fdnfften und in bein Keinen Sdjooncr ßoSconSfo in 
©aloefton nad) 9iem Orleans, ein, unb mad)ten biefe Keife in 4 
Jagen an ber SH'tfte entlang. 9fm 9fuSfIufe beS 3WifftffUmi fam ein 
ßootfe bon ber ^öaltfc bem "Station&tjanfc ber Sotfen unb frug ben 
Gajntnin mic triel Öufe fein Öabrjeug SBaffer aöge, unb als biefer 
4 angrb. fd?ien er eS nid)t au glauben unb Ienftc ben Sdjooner 
über eine gana feidjte gefäljrlidie Stelle. 211$ mir glüdflid) bar« 
über waren erflärte er, menn ber Kapitän i()n belogen bätte, fo 
mären mir frftgerannt, unb bicS fei feine, beS Sotfen, 2lbfid)t ge- 
mefen. £ic ßotfen merben nad) bem Tiefgang beS SdjiffeS beaablt, 
urb mand)e Ccuutäne betrügen burd} falfdje eingaben biefe mage- 
ren Seutc. Unter Sdjooner battc ftatt beS Stiels ein centerboarb 
meId)cS man im Kaum beS MraeugeS aufaieben fann unb fo 
über febr feilte Stellen bmmegfäbrt. 

^d) batte untermcgS mit 93raun ein gemcinfdjaftlidjcS dorn« 
miffionSgefdjäft in SRem Orleans berabrebet, fpäter liefeen mir bie- 
ten Sßlan fallen unb id) mad)tc S3raun mit einem Sreunbe bon 
mir befannt, ber fid) nun, er mar ein tüd)tiger ÖefdjäftSmann, mit 
53raun bereinigte, um in St. SouiS ein ©efdjäft 311 grünben. 
Öeiber mufete id) baS 2lnerbieten als brittcr Jbcilbaber in baS 
Wefdiäft einzutreten, abfd)Iagen. 33eibe matten balb bebeutenbe 
©efd)äfte unb batten biel ©Iücf. »alb nad) meiner 2Tn!unft in 
ftem Orleans erbielt id) aud) SluSfunfi über ben jungen Sdjminb- 
Icr 9T. ^d) erbielt «riefe aus Cucbcc unb 9*em g)orf nebft S3er« 
baftsbefeblen ber Sßoliaci. $iefe SWittbeilungen cntbielten eine 
bödift merfmürbige Sdjilbcrung beS jungen SdjminblerS. ^n 
Cuebec trat er als QJraf Getier bon SatjcrSborf auf, bebaubtetc 
er babe ben Qöttiuger 2tufrubr mitgemadjt, unb in ^oIqc beffen 
®eutfd)Ianb berlaffcn, fei augenblicflid) aller Wittel entblößt meil 
er auf bem ^olaSfn Sdjiffbrud) erlitten. (St bumbte nun feine 
Canbsleitte auf bic berfd)icbenfte SBcifc auS unb betrog fte. So 
berfauftc er einem eine Slnmeifung auf baS $auS 9?otbfd)ilb in 
Sonbon, bie angeblid)en 2lgenten feiner gamilie, bie biefeS nid)t 
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einmal proteftiereu licö, ba iljm fein $auS «euer Don SöaberSborf 
befaunt mar. ein aubermal lub er eine grofee ®efellfd)aft tarnen 
einer fianbpartljie, beiuirtljeie fie feljr flott, unb melbete bann 
mit grofeer ^eftüraung, fein £aid)enbud) mit $1300 berloren au 
baben. 'Sie SDamen mufeten ba fie fein $elb bei fid) fyattm, unb 
31. feine lU)r fdjon borljer berpf anbei blatte, ib,r öefd)meibe ber« 
pfänbeu. 91. liefe feineu Sterluft burd) bie Leitungen auSfd)reiben, 
unb beranlafete burd) berfprodjene 53elobjuing bie armen ^nbianer 
ZaQ unb 9?ad)t nad) bem nie befeffenen Stafd)enbud) au fafynben. 
6in 2)eutfd)er beaabjte bie llnfoften mit $25. ©urd) ben SBerfauf 
ber 3Bed)fel auf 9totb,fd)ilb fonnte er feine Uljr mieber einlöfen, 
mad)te fid) aber alSbalb auf nad) ^t)ilabeXpt)ta too er feine OloIIc 
als <5ofm beS §craogS bon ßeudjtenberg fortfefcen mollte. 3) er 
^olaSfb gab aud) f)ier bie Süeranlaffung bafe mehrere 2lmerifaner 
fid) beS gremblingS bon eblem öeblür anaunef)men bis bie Stimef- 
fen bon 9lotb,fd)iIb anfämen. Stuf biefe SBeife ftaffirte fid) ber 
iunge $rina mit ßleibern, ©äfdje u. f. to. aus, bewegte fid) in ber 
(9efellfd)aft ber SRotabeln gana frei unb angenehm bis ein 5E)eut- 
fdjer ßitterat Shberlen, fid) bornafjm, au (£f)ren beS beutfdjen Cle- 
ments, bem jungen Sßrinaen auf ben Qafyn au füllen. %n einer 
großen foiree bvad)tz er bie $feubO'©urd)laud)t inS Steuer. 3)iefe 
fanb aber für geraden nidjt barin au bleiben unb bcrliefe SlbenbS 
nod) bie <Btabi ber Ouäfer um in ber Königin beS SSeftenS, bem 
fd)önen (Eincinnati fein $oflager aufaufd)lagen. 9lad)bem mehrere 
SBedjfel auf baS StuSlanb untergebracht maren, b,örle er bon ben 
tarnen in SBljeeling unb beeilte fid) bort bor Slnfer au gefcen. 3fn 
3l&o DrleanS ging bie Öredßeit biefeS ©lüefäritter fo toeit fid) 
als Surft 2#urn unb Sarte ausgeben unb bei einem greunbe 
bon mir au melben, unb biefem einen SÖedjfel auf ben Slgenten 
bon JRotf)fd)Ub, Selmont in Meto g)orf, anaubieten. Slber mein 
Sreunb, ein 9tyeinlänber, liefe fid) bon bem feinmollenben föeprä» 
fentanten ber fonft ©edjfelfcujigen Familie nid)t Ijintcr'S ßid)t füh- 
ren, fonbem erflärie, bie S8ed)fel einfenben, unb fpäter ben ©egen- 
betrag auSIjänbigen au mollen. S)ieS fonnte bem ftolaen ?ßrinaen 
nid)t bienen. 2>iefe8 Sftifetrauen beleibigte feine (5aoalier3>@l)re. 
31 ber Öreunb ©. behielt bie 3Bed)fel unb 31. brad) in Öolge beffen 
plöfclid) nad) £cfaS auf, mit feinen SDamen, bie aber bon btefen 
SBerljaltniffen nid)tS toufeten. CS fei nun nod) gefagt bafe td) fo- 
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gleid) nad) .v»ou|ton fdirieb um bie mornlifd)e $crbinblid)feit, bie 
idi burd) (rmpfcfylung bei 31. übernommen, aufcufyeben. £jd) t^ot 
bies o(>nc baft baö ^>ublifum, ober bie dornen e£ erfuhren. Ter 
Mricgaminifter, bor mit t»1*ö Stiftungen fcfjr 31t frieden mar, 
bradjte ihn 311m Weftäubuift unb entlieft il)n. 31. mar unüer 
fdiämt genug, ben ^räfibenten 3.Wrabcau Samar 311 befudjen, unb 
iljm bie Ickten 3htgeublirfe feiner Sdimeftcr, bie auf bem ^olaofi) 
untergegangen mar, 311 fd)ilberu. W\t einer 3meiten Sdjmefter, 
gab 31. an, bem Uiitcrflatij auf einigen Krümmern entgangen 31t 
fein. Gr befd)rieb beutfd), franaöfifd) unb cnfllifdj, bie Gataftropbi" 
ergreifenb fdiön, niebts beftotueniger bin id) überseugt baft er 
mäbrenb bes Vorfalls bödmend auf feftem Sanbc Sdjiffbrud) Ge- 
litten f)at. St. gelang e§, obfdjon id) feine Sdjroiegcrmutter fo 
feljr gcroarnt tjartc, ba3 in Wem ?)orf ftebenbe Gapitaldjen in bie 
$änbe 3U befommeu. (rr faufte bafür SSÜarcn unb fdjlepf te biefe 
unb feine Tarnen nad) Waltrop am Golorabo um einen ftore an- 
3iifana.en. ^d) brang in bie alte Srau eine Strcnnung 3TS non 
itjrcr £od)ter 3U bemirfen. Sic batte bieS früber fclbft geroünfdjt, 
mar aber jefet bagegen. Sie gab an. baft 3WatI)iIbe guter §ofv 
mmg fei unb roenn ba$ SUnb üatertoö ba£ Sidjt ber Söelt er« 
blirfc, fo fönnc 311m t$h\d) be§ (Henbö aud) nod) ber ber Unehre 
auf fie gehäuft roerben. Crs ift eine fdjrerflidje SBaljrFjeit, baft im 
Uuglücf bie @bre beö 2tteufd)cn Icid)ter gcfäbrbet ift roie im QHüd. 
S). t>. im Sfeufteren. 

9hm 3urüd 3U meiner 3tngelcgenl)eiten. 3d) finne auf ein 
Unternehmen baä mir oljne Skrluft, ba6 mir angemiefene Kapital, 
ftatt ee in Söaarcn auf3unebmen, 3U ©elb mad)en fönnte. 2J?eb' 
rere bebeutenbe St au freute boten mir .Vlrebite au, boten mir £ran£- 
Portmaren 311m Söcrfauf in Gommiffion an, unb fo befdjloft id) ein 
Slffortiment aller möglidjen Söaren nad) 9iatd)e3, ber gröftten 
Btabt bc£ Staates aßiffiffippi 311 nebmen. ^ort)er batte i$ noa) 
einen intereffanten Vorfall mit bem «ifd)of Stepban, bem be» 
rüdjtigten gübrer ber 3UtIutl)eraner. Tiefer fromme 9Wann 
©otteS Ijatte unter 3tnberen aud) einen 3(t3t Sd). in Treiben aur 
aWirreife gemonnen, ber nun fpäter bei ben armen öerfüljrtcn 
Söauern oft ÖelegenJjeit fanb, baS SBeneljmen feinet geiftlidjeu 
SSorgefefcten laut 3U rügen. ©tepban beljanbelte i&n beä&alb auf 
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eine hö<hft undjriftlidje SBcife. ßr liefe ®d)., bcr grau unb Äinbcr 
mit fid) hatte, im 3»H^enbccf reifen, mährenb er ber Dberhirte, 
unb feine Umgebunfl beiberlei ®efd)led)tS, jubetnb bie CEapiie be- 
fefct gelten. S)r. <Sd). hatte SBeranlaffung ben 93ifd)of in Wem 
Orleans ju berlaffen, unb mattete beSfml& 2lnfbrud) auf eine @nt' 
fdjäbigung bon $700. 2)er ©ifdmf bermeigerte fie unb <Sd). 
manbte fid) an ben fächftfehen (SonfuI um 9ted)t au erlangen. 271 it 
biefem mar id) gut befannt unb fo erbot id) mid) aum Selber« 
treibe bem Doctor ju feinem SRedjt au berljelfen. SBir begaben 
uni aufd @erid)t, mo mein 9lmt als Dolmetfd) begann. $ier 
liefeen mir einen Älagebefehl für $700 ausfertigen, id) rectamierte 
einen ©onftabler unb rafd) ging e£ auf baS fd)on bambfenbe, jur 
2lbreife nad) '3t. 2oui£ gerüftete 93oot. Dem Gabitain befahl 
ber conftable im tarnen beä QefefceS baS öoot fefaulegen; barauf 
begaben mir und, ber fmiffter, ber Strjt unb id) auf baÄ gahr- 
aeug unb mürben bon ben ßeuten bebeutet jefct fönne ber $err 
Sifdjof nitt)t geftört merben. Dem conftable hatte id) ben (Eharac- 
ter beS Sifdmf gefdjilbert fo bafe mir feine ßuft berfbürten, lange 
Umftänbe au machen. SBir rürften in bie (Kajüte bor, mo, mie mir 
bamalS berietet mürbe, bie feinften SBeine floffen unb ber (Seelen« 
hirt fid) bie ©raeugniffe beS {üblichen 93obenS herrlid) munben 
liefe, aum $ohne ber armen 3luSmanberer. Sie SuSmanberer be* 
jaljlten bie 3«h c - Der Jöifdmf berfbrad) ihnen bafür einen fplafc 
im $immel, mofür er ihnen ben SBeg fchmerlid) berfberren »irb. 
Söätjrenb id) bero ®naben ben 3n>etf meiner Slnmefcnheit auS- 
einanber fefcte, liefe fid) ber Sltnerifaner bor bem ftamin nieber 
unb fnarfte in (Seelenruhe 9iüffe, bie er aus feiner £afd)e Ijolte 
unb frug mich beftänbig ob er bie eifeme ©elbfifte bie er aud- 
gefbäht hätte, mit 93efd)lag belegen folle. Der Doctor, nod) bol- 
ler beutfdjer Ehrfurcht bor hohen Sßerfonen, fnutfdjte berlegen, 
ohne etmaS au fagen, feine ObeliSfenhafte Sßelamüfce in ben $än- 
ben herum. Der SJifdmf mollte mich fura abfertigen unb in fei' 
nem Äntlifc fprad) beutlitt) ber Unmuth, bafe ein junger ßanbs- 
mann ihm auf biefe SBeife begegnen burfte. ^d) brohte ben (Son* 
ftabler anaumeifen ben SBerth ber $700 mit SBefdjIag au belegen. 
Darauf frug er mid) ob id) Slbbocat fei. ^d) antmortete ihm id) 
fei 9ebollmöd)tigter beS (Berichts, bann mürbe ber $ofabbocat 
bcS öifdjofS herbeigeholt. Um mid) au bemüthigen fing biefer 
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öute $eutfche an franaöftfd) 8U parlieren. S)aS ergöfete mich höch- 
lich ba er allenfalls Don mir nod) lernen tonnte. £cr URann mar 
übrigens fonft bernünfrtg. Crr ftimmte bafür baS gcfefcliche 2>c- 
bofitum, b. h- ben bobpelten Söetrag ber Strittigen Summe au hin- 
terlegen, unb eine Slage beS fcoctorS anauneljmen. £er ftaffirer. 
ein fjödift unfchulbig auSfehenber 2»ann mürbe gerufen, bie ber- 
hängnifebolle Stifte geöffnet (fie mar mit Söauerngclbern ange- 
füllt). 38ir entnahmen baS ©erlangte unb fo texten mir in 33c 
gleitung beS 93ifd)öflichen 2lbbocaten auf's ©cridjt aurücf unb 
hinterlegten bie $1400. ©er Soctor liefe fich abfinben. 5>ic 
armen betrogeneu 2lltlutheraner, bon benen SWandjer mohlhabeub 
in ber $eimat gelebt hatte, maren burdfc) religiöfe SBorftcllungcn 
bethört, jefct arm unb unglürflirf). — Sßicber ein SßeroeiS bafe 
man nidht au btel glauben foll. 

Steife muh »atthej. 

IT? eine $aufmannSgüter maren balb ber fanb fertig, unb fo 
fuhr ich auf öcm ©ambfboot ßittle 9teb nach Slatchca, mohnte midi 
im grofeen Uniteb (SiateS $otel ein unb miethetc mitten in ber 
©tobt in einer Söretterbarracfe ein Sftagaain für meine Söarcn. ^ctj 
befdjlofe im ©rofeen alle meine SBaren fo fchnell mie möglich loS 
aufchlagen ; inbeffen bie Goncurrcna nxtr fehr bebeutenb, bie Öeule 
tauften nur auf Srebit ich kannte bie hiefigen $anbelSbcrhältuifie 
nicht hinreichenb unb hatte auch nicht eigenes Gabital genug um 
einen gröberen Grebithanbel 8" beginnen, unb fo befdjlofe id) benn 
en gros unb en betail meine (Siebenfachen fo fchnell als möglich 
au beräu&em. 

@in Oehülfe ber bie §anbgriffe loS hatte, mürbe gemonnen, 
ein grofeer ßabentifd) bon alten ©retiern mürbe geaimmert, meifeca 
©aummollenaeug barüber gefpannt, ein ©tüd bunter SDeuffelin an 
amei hölaernen 2lrmcn an ber £hür ausgehängt — baS mar bie 
Slagge bie bem neugierigen publicum anaeigte bafe ich in $auje 
mar. %n ber S^itung liefe ich anfünbigen „Stfonfteur ©uftaue 
SDrefel fya& tr)e honor to inform the labieS anb gentlemen c* 
9tatchea tt)at he ^aS juft retumeb from $ariS mith a (arge aj- 
fortment of ftzend) articleS mhich he offerS for fale at berö lom 
briceS for cafh at mholefale anb retail. $is ftorc is obbofitc to 
Stfr. (©oriaS auetion roomS. 
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Ellies mar aum (impfang ber fdjimen SBelt in Stanb gefett 
Xäglid) fuhren Sßageu bor, mußten bic 3)amen queue bilben, fo 
bcfnd)t mar bieS 2J?agaain beS ^Sarifcr 9lnfömmlingS. S<f) liefe 
mir bic cour madjen, forbertc bann etmaS metyr, ba e£ mir auch 
mand)ntal fo gegangen toar, mürbe bon einigen ber erften ütomen 
auf ihre Plantagen eingelaben, fetjte mid) auch Sonntags öfter 
311 ^ferbe um bie &rtigfeitcn ju ermiebern, furj id) führte eine 
Zeitlang ein herrlidjcö Öeben unb berbiente Öelb. SSon 9lcro 
Orleans famen neue SBorräthe an, id) faufte aud) auf bem tßla^j 
nod) *ßarifer SBaren unb 91IleS faxten 8" gebeten. 9hir eine 
Portion Strümpfe unb Soden lag feft unb brachte mir biel 9*er- 
Iuft beim id) hatte fic auf eigene Stedjmmg übernommen. 34 
beaog halb eine SBohnung bei 9ttr. 2ßellen, einem fehr fafötonablcu 
58oarbing anb lobginghoufe, unb fanb hier einen fehr gebilbeten 
Umgang. Steine beften greunbe maren SuliuS 2>brenfurtb auS 
Breslau unb Xbomfon bon ßiberbool. Unter Hnberem hatte id) 
eine Partie Sbiclbofen in (Sommiffion bie id), ehe id) mid) legte, 
aufsog unb bann fpielen liefe jjur größten Öreube beS farbigen 
^hiblicum^, meldjcS ben £önen laufdjenb, bor meiner Söarracfe 
bcrfiimmclt mar. 9iatd)ea obgleid) eS ungleid) anberer fünfte im 
füblid)cu 2Riffiffibpi, bie alle flad) ftnb, auf einer &nt)ölje liegt, 
mirb bod) öfters bom gelben lieber heimgefuebt. SteShalb ber« 
Iaffen eS bie meiften reiben ©emohner, fomie biete Sßflanaer ber 
Umgegenb um bic heifeen SWonate im Horben ber bereinigten 
Staaten aujubringen. 3)aburd) hört im Sommer faft aller $an« 
belöberfehr auf unb fo mieberfubr mir, bafe id) feinen 2lbfafc für 
meine SBaren hatte, unb baber mit bem SReft meiner Sadjen unb 
meinem ©ehilfen nad) ©ranb öolf am SWiffiffibpi aufbrad). $ier 
meilte id) nicht lange ba feine ©elbcircularion ftattfanb, unb be- 
gab mid) nad) $ort Oibfon. 

iHeifc nad) $ott ©i&foiu 

S&ieS ift ein fdjöneS ßanbftäbtdjen, ad)t SKeilen bom üttiffif. 
fibbi entfernt, mobin eine banou führt meldje flat boatS bis aur 
Stabt fährt. $ie Käufer ber $aubtftrafeen maren auS Sacffteinen 
regelmäßig Qebaut. 2>aS OeridjtShauS ftanb auf einem freien 
Wafc unb jeidjnete ftd) bor allen Slnberen burd) eine fdjöne Bauart 
aus. SBafbingtou $all, baS $aubtgafthauS, lag im SUlirtelbunft 
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ber ©tobt, unb mar ber ©ammelfclatj ber männlichen Seroobner. 
Set) mieibete mich in einer SBretterbube im unteren GEnbe ber 
<5tabt ein, unb fanb es auch ^ier roieber ratsam ber SBächter 
meiner Sachen au fein, ba id) balb erfuhr bafe mein £au£herr 
ein mniteriöfer ftaua unb ihm nicht au trauen fei, toaä mir felbft 
balb tlar rourbe. Um enblicb, meine SBaren gu berfilbern, ber- 
laufte ich auf 2luction, fctjaffte Söagen unb Sßferbe an unb fchicfte 
meinen ®ebüfen auf's ßanb um I)aufierenb aufauräumen, mäh- 
renb ich burch 3eitung§annoncen Ääufer in ben ßaben au loten 
fuchte. 9tod) fedjä äöochen hatte ich eine anfefmliche Summe (Sel- 
bes in bcr Xafche unb ritt bamit nach Sßatdjea um eS an meine 
Öreunbe in 9Zem Orleans au fenben. 2ll£ ich nach einigen Sagen 
auf meinem Dtücfroeg an einem SBirthShauS anhielt unb man 
erfuhr bafe ich nach tyott (Snbfon wollte, fegte mir ein Örember. 
ob ich benn nicht roüfete bafe bie ganae <&tabt in Rammen ftünbe. 
3d) hatte, ehe ich ^ßovt ©ibfon berliefj, mein ÜDfagaaiu aufge* 
geben, meine Söaren in Stiften berpaett unb biefe bei brei ber* 
fchiebenen ßeuten untergebracht. ÜRan benfe fid) nun bie Seforg« 
nifc welche mir biefe geueränadjricht einflöfjtel Sßoch hatte ich 
25 Sfteilen, bie §älfte beS äöegeS, aurücfaulcgen. Unb obfehon 
bie $ifce fürchterlich, baS «Pferb feit frühem borgen auf ben 
»einen mar, fo ging eS bod> fort unb fort, unaufhaltfam, bi« 
ich bie rauchenben krümmer be£ ©täbtehens bor mir fah. 

9iur bie äu&erften ©ebäube ber ©tobt bie toon ©ärten umgeben 
maren blieben Don ben glommen unerreicht, ^ubelnb aogen §au* 
fen bon SWenfchen bon einem £beil ber ©tobt nach bem anberen. 

5Bor ben Courthoufe (©erichtsgebäube) berfammelten fich bie 
Sfteiften. Heiner legte $anb an, bem berheerenben Clement <S\n> 
halt au thun. 9ttit bem @efüf)l SllleS berlorcn au haben moran 
meine bamalige £yiften£ in 2lmerica hing, bachte ich über bie 
traurigen Solgen für mich nach. S)ie munberbare ©leichgültig- 
feit beS SSolfeS, welches bem SWorben eines ©chlachtobferS au au- 
fbauen feinen, roufete ich mir nicht au erflären. @o eilte ich 
meiner 93rettertoohnung au bie atoifchen ben mir berannten hohe» 
Räumen glüeflichermeife noch im 5Dunfel lag. ©in ©eutfdjer bon 
Albisheim in föbeinbapero fam mir hier mit bem 3uruf entge- 
gen: Shtt ßanbSleuie haben Sbnen 9llle$ gerettet, ja ber 33äcfcr 
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Sfjrift liefe fogar feine eigenen ©adjen berbrennen um nur baS 
ib,m bon Sfönen anbertraute ®ut in 3ic^ert)cit au bringen, <5o 
brab, fo lanbSmännifd) Rotten biefe marferen ßeute für mid* 
geforgt! $d) war überglüdflid) unb roufjte feine SSorte beä £an 
feg, als ber 3)äder Gfjrift ber <3d)reiner Serrig unb feine orrau, 
unb fein ©djroager, unb ber alte napoleonifdje Solbat Grljarbt 
— iefct Sanfterer — um mid) b,er ftanben unb i£)re <$reube auS 
fpradjen mid) bor Unglücf beroaljrt au Imben. 

S)ie ©leidjgültigfeit beS SSolfeS beim 9ttebcrbrennen bc$ 
<3täbtd)en§, namentltd) ba£ Gourtfyoufe mürbe mir balb Aar. (£3 
fjanbelte fid) um ein grofjeS SBolfägeridjt — ^ubge 2twd) mattete 
frer. ; 

£ie Käufer bon 9 ©efdrtüorenen mürben au glcidjer 3"* 
in 35ranb gefegt. (£in SRörber mar burd) SJeftedjung beS 9tid)ter$ 
freigefbrodjen morben. $a3 93olf Ijanbeltc als SBerfaeug (Sorte* 
biefe 93etrüger ber ©ercdjtigfcit au bcftrafen. 

$er Hergang ber ©acb,e mar folgenber: 2113 ic^ in ©ranb 
ötilf anfam berbreitete ficb, baS ©erüdjt, ber Sluffefjer «lacf läge 
eine b,albe ©tunbe bon ber Stabt erfdjoffen am SBegc. ©ogteid) 
fjoltc man bie ßeidje Ijerbei unb id) fjörte ben brocefe berbal mit 
an, roeldjcr bor bem SriebenSridjter ftattfanb. Gfin ©emurmel 
unter ben Slnroefenben beaeidmete ben reichen, alten Sßflanacr 
Gonger als Xfy'äter. Gr l)atte, baS roufjte man, bem 2Uiffeljcr 
©lad gebrob,t, menn biefer in einer ßlagefad)e nid)t für ifm acu- 
gen mürbe. ] 5 

Sölacf mar ef»rlid) unb jeugte gegen feinen Sörobfjcrrn. SHe- 
fer bollftredte feine $rol)ung unb gab nun bor bon 93larf ange« 
griffen morben ju fein, unb fid) barauf l)in berteibigt au fjaben. 

3Ud einzigen SöcroeiS fonnte er nur borbringen bafe Sttacf 
ein fleine« SKeffer in ber #anb l)ielt als er gefunben mürbe. $)ieä 
foll Gonger ib,m aber augeftetft Ijaben um biefen 5£f)arbcftanb be« 
nufeen ju fönnen. 

93lad b,atte biete Sreunbe unter bem SSolfe unb baS Som- 
mern feiner grau unb feiner fünf ftinber erbäte bie SButb, gegen 
ben SRörber nod) meljr. 
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(Xonger mürbe eingcaogcn unb fafj im GSefängnifc in ^ort 
Giibfon um ba£ Gnbe beS $roaeffeS au crroortcn. Gr naQm an 
feinem iHbbofaten ben befannten Senator ^rentife, melier roie man 
mief) berfidjerte $5000 erhielt um fein bebcutenbeS JRebnertak'nt 
au Gfainftcn beS $J?örberS gelten a« mad)en. ttftit #ilfe ber be^ 
ftodjenen ^>urt) — Gonger borte $10 000 bertljeilt — nuirbc trofc 
oller ?lnftrengung bes Staatsanwalts ber reidje ÜDJörber freige 
fbrodjen. ©eine Sdjulb lag flar au £age unb ber Umoille bei 
93olfeS ßeredjr. Gonger follte bie Srüdjte feines (Selbes nidjt 
geniefeen! £n ber 9?ad)t follte er auf freien gefegt roerben, 
ba man ftd) roäbrenb beS £ageS bor bem 3orn beS Golfes fürdjtcte. 
Kaum ifütic er bie Sdjmelle beS ÖefängniffeS berlafjeu als adjt 
bermummte Männer ben alten ©ünber in Stüde Ijiebcn, mit 
Söomie Ütteffcrn. 

3n berfelben SRadjt Ioberten bie 9 Käufer ber ®efd)roorencn 
in flammen auf. Niemals fam man ben Xtjätern auf bie ©but. 
„@ott ljat geridjtet" f)örte man SBcifec unb ©djtoarae fagen. 

$ort QHbfon, foroic ber ganae ©taat Sftiffiffibbi mar bamalS 
in ber Union fefjr berrufen. $n 9latd)<% unber tr>e $ill, in SJirfS« 
bürg, in Sacffon ber #aubtftabt, gelten fid) ganae ©anben bon 
gamblerS. %a in Sücffon ftellten fid) 60 gegen bie Söürger toeldjc 
fte berjagen toollten unb lieferten eine förmlidje ©d)lad)t. %n 
Sßata^ea unter bem #ügel lagen brei Öretterbuben, neben etm 
anber. Gin beutfdjcr %ube, ein STmerifaner unb mehrere 28eibS« 
bilber trieben Ijier berbotene ®etoerbe. £)bfd)on bie ^ßoliaei bie 
©efellfdjaft öfters beim ©biel unb lieberlidjen Sebcn erroifdjt 
fjatte, fo bauerte ber Unfug fort unb Öubge ßb,nd) I)ielt batycr 
®erid)t. 50 berfleibete Sftännei riffen bie 33arao?en nieber unb 
brannten fte auS. Slnberen S£agS lad man an ben ©rrafjeneden, 
toer ©inen ber 50 berrat&en follte — t)üte fid) bor ben folgen, 
Subge Sönd). — 

Weife bon SKiffifftpbi butrfp fioniftana. 

blieb bis Witte Wuguft in $ort Ohbfon. Wein ßager 
mar größtenteils geräumt unb ber Slufentljalt unter biefem SJolf 
fagte mir nid)t mef)r a«- 9^ad> Orleans mollte id) beS gelben 
SiebcrS megen nidjt me&r aurüd, unb fo entfo^lofe id) mio? mit 
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aroei Srlänbern bic in Sßort ©ibfon faion ^aljrc long lebten, mieber 
nad» 2eja§ aufeubredjen mohin icf> eine 3frt Sehnfudjt hatte. 
aWeinen «chülfen hatte icf> fdjon früher entloben. Ten 9lcft 
ber ©üter padtc id) in Stiften, unb biefe mürben auf att>ei grofee 
ameifpännige Sagen, mein ftoffer auf ein cinfpännigeö buggi) ge- 
patft. So mollten mir bie «Reife bon 600 teilen buraj bic SBilb- 
nife madjen. Allgemein rictf» man mir ab biefe bermegene 3ab,rt 
ju unternehmen. Ö<*j hatte fic aber feft befdjloffen unb trat fte 
Sftitte Sfuguft an, hatte aber biele SRoth bic beiben furaitfamen 
Srlänber. nadjbem fte gemarnt maren, jur SKitreifc ju bemegen. 
!^n ber fürdjterlithftcn #ifce> auf ftaubigen SBegcn amifdjen ben 
Pflanzungen burd), fuhren mir nad) JRobnep einem Stabtdjen am 
OTifftfftppi. #iet lauften mir uns eine 9ln$a[)I Sd)infen, Spetf- 
feiten, ein ftafe mit 98 Ib§. 9J?ehX SJhiöfcU £bcc, 3utfer, SaU 
unb ridjteten unfere Safjrt nad) bem 30 Reifen breiten SWiffiffippi- 
Sumpf, ber im Sommer eine — menigftenä teümeife, trotfenc 
$urd)fabrt bietet. Ter auSgebchnte Sumpf ift mit Räumen unb 
Hnterhofa bcmad)fen. JRcd)t§ unb linfS bon ben menig gebahn- 
ten SBegen ftehen ©emäffer, bie ber ftaturfeene etroaS fdmuerlich 
^infames berleiben. Irrigatoren laffen ftd) in SWenge bliden unb 
ba« öcächae unb $culcn be« Wadjtd läfet auf anberc Untrere 
fdjliefcen. 3Be§pen unb Sorniffe plagten unfere ^ferbe fehr. $fa, 
einmal, idi fah baS ©efdjmcife nidjt glcidj, ging mein ^ßferb burd) 
in bem gefährlidicn SBege ber ftd) amifdjen Söäumcn, Sträuäjcrn 
unb Sümpfen burdimanb, bis ber SSagen feftfaft unb baS ®c« 
idurr rife. SBir hatten uns mit Stridcn unb Kiemen aus $irfäV 
feil gehörig berfehen, ma§ ein (Wirf mar, ba unS berartige Un- 
fälle nod) häufig trafen. Witten in bem Sumpfe gelangten mir 
an eine neue SInftcblung bie auf einem etmaS erhabenen ÜBoben 
gegriinbet mar. Tie (Srbe mar fdjmara unb mie man mid) ber- 
fidjertc, bon ber grofeten ©rgiebigfeit — aber bem falten 5i^ cr 
fonntc hift audi ber auSgcrrodfnete STmericaner nidjt mieberftehen. 
— SBir gelangten balb an bie Ufer beS SBafhita. Qr§ mar eine3 
STbenbS unb um Borfprung }u geminnen, befdjloffcn mir ben 
ftetS Iangmicrigeu Uebergang nod) au bemerfftelligen. Ter guhr- 
mann, ber mohl rau&tc. bafe mir ihn benufeen mufjten, bcrlangtc für 
feben SBagen $1 unb für jebefi $ferb $.50. Äu&erbem maren mir 
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«icnörhigt tüchtig arbeiten au Reifen. EaS anbete Ufer mar fteil unb 
Saubung nur burd) $orfoann unferer fämtlichen $ferbe möglich 
ba bon geebnetem ©oben feine Siebe mar. SBir Ratten unS fo einge- 
tt>cirt, bafe $eber feine beftimmte Arbeit hotte, mcchfcltcn aber täg- 
lich, fo bafe id) alle 3 £age bie ganje S3cfd)äftigung burdjmadjte. 
Sic beftanb aus ber 93eforgung ber sterbe unb namentlid) bcS 
ftodjenS, maS mir ju au&erorbentlichen SJollfommenhcit brachten, 
ba mir modjenlang ein unb baSfelbe Bericht bereiteten: $fann> 
fueben aus ©betf, ÜRebl unb SBaffcr. SJiefcr Jhichcn unb ein 
Stücf ©djinfen bübeten bie längfte 3eit unfere Nahrung. $er 
beim ($cnu& beS SBafferS in biefer öcgcnb faft unentbehrliche 
S3ranntmein fehlte unS, ba ber in JRobnen gefaufte fo fd)led)t mar 
bafe mir it)n um nid)t franf au merben ben Negern fchenfteu, 
benen er herrlich fehmeeftc. Mehrere dächte Ratten mir nun fdjon 
im freien geragert unb mar uns gut befommen unb id) mufo 
fagen ich fcbjief fo ruhig unb fanft auf meiner Scblafbecfe als 
ob ich im elterlichen #auS ein ©ett innegehabt hätte. 2)ie ©tro* 
bafeen einer folgen 9ieife finb grofe, bcfonberS in ber Sommer- 
bifoe unb auf ungebahnten Söegen. SWeine ^rlänber, bie nie iu 
£eraS gemefen unb fid) auch nicht, mie ich, borthin feinten, brangen 
oft in mich, umaufchren, befonberS ba bie einaefnen iöemohner 
Souifiana'S, bie bem 9?acbbarftaat megen ber Goncurrcna in $aum- 
molle gar nicht holb finb, eine fo abfdirecfenbc ©diilbcrung ber 
jetjigen borrigen 3uftänbc machten. Slllcin id) bemog fie immer mie« 
ber bormärts unb fo fahen mir eines XageS bie <5tabt SUeranbria 
am 9teb 9tioer bor uns liegen. Ginige aubere SReifenbe hatten 
fich 311 unS gefeilt unb mamten uns bor längcrem SBcrmeilcn in 
ber ©tabt ba baS gelbe Sieber bort entfefolicb, he*rfd)e. 

$5iefc Nachricht mar hothft nieberfchmetternb für unS. SBir 
ibollten unS hier orbentlid) erholen unb unfere SJorrätfje ergän- 
3cn, ba bie größere unb gefährlichere {Reife, burd) eine mcnfdjcn- 
lofe ©egenb begann. SBir mollten feine fiebenSmittel auS SKaga« 
3inen faufen in mclchen biefe ^eft fcrrfchre. SBir feheuten unS 
beinahe bie ßuft einauathmen bie bief unb fdimül unb tobeSartig 
unS einhüllte mäfjrcnb mir bon einem Ehcil ber ©tabt jum anbc- 
ren ienfeits bcS SluffeS überfefcten. «Rur Sala unb SRaiS für 
bie ^ferbc erftanben mir bon einem ehemaligen bolnifchen £)f- 
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faier ber bier einen ftore bielt. 2Cudj er rietl) aur SSeiterreife. 
SBir matten 5 SWcilen hinter Stleranbria unter einer ©rubbe all- 
mäduig grofeen ©bcamorcn fjalt unb gönnten unferen sterben 
einen SRubetag. $n ber 9lär>c maren einige reidje ^flanjungen, 
beren fteger uns befugten unb unS SMonen, ®eftügcl, §onig 
unb Sßferbefutter belauften, fobafe mir uns allfeirig laben tonn- 
ten. Einige ber <ßferbc, barunter ba§ meinige, ein fura gebaute* 
bauerbafteS amerifanifcbeS $ferb, mofür id> $100 beaablt batte, 
waren bon ben ©trabafcen arg mitgenommen. @ie batten ftcb 
©ruft unb ©dmlterblätter munb geaogen. SKit Ummiieln mit 
ßeinemanb unb inbianifdjem 2Jioo8 meld)e§ febr tublt, feilten 
mir auf ber SBeiterreife bie armen Spiere. 

£)ie gro&en Plantagen beren mandjc 100—200 Sieger be- 
fa&en, geborten meift franaoftfd)en Areolen. «Die ©dimaraen fau- 
bermelfd)ten ba$er, mie ibre Herren, eine ©bracbe bie gana a" 
ibren ftrafcengefidtfern ba&te. 

2>er Suftanb ber fdimaraen SBebölferung 2tmerifa8 befdjäf- 
tigte micb lebbaft, unb ich, berfäumte feine (Megenbeit, ibre «Stim- 
mung gegen bie SSeifeen au erforfdjen. SITä id) in SRem 2)orf 
bon ©djmaraen bebient mürbe, bie feine (Sclabcn maren, jebod) 
bie 5Red)te ber SBeifecn nirfjt befafeen, unb man mid) berfidjerte 
hafe e3 reifbc gebilbete 9?eger gäbe bie ibren inber bie gebiegenbftc 
Sttilbung angebeiben liefecn, aber meber im 2Birtb$bau§ an ber 
£afel ober im SCfyeater im ©berrfife ober ßoge erfdieineu bürften, 
ba bcrfdjmanb meitic ©tjmbatbie für bie fRebublifaner bie nur ben 
9hifcen ber Sfreibeit geniefecn molten aber bie bamit berfnübften 
moralifdjen SScrbinbliajfeiten nidjt tragen motten. 

^n unferem boarbingboufe in ^em ^orf mar ein riefengrofeer 
Weger ber mir baburd) auffiel bafe er 4 — 5 (»bradjen fliefeenb 
fbrad) unb bafc feine SBemegungen unb Sanieren bon benen feiner 
SRace febr berfdjieben maren. @inft laufdjte er aufmerffam au als 
id} mit einem ©efanntcn aus DSnabrüdf über beffen SBaterftabt 
mid) unterbielt. Qt bat um ©rtaubnifj bem #errn einige fragen 
borlegen au bürfen. £ic ^bbfiognomie be§ SlfricanerS batte einen 
fo eigentbümlidjen 3ug angenommen, bafo unberfennbar mar, cS 
mobne in ibm no<b ein amciter SKenfd) ber ben untermürfigen Stuf- 
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märter nur als 3T2ittcI aur ©riftena betrachte. Francis erfunbigte 
fich nach einem allen ÜKufifbirector, ber mit ihm unter Napoleon 
mehrere Selbaüge mitgemacht hatte namentlich ben nad) föufelanb, 
unb mar überglücflich au hören bafe ber Wann nod) lebe. 211S ich 
iljn aufforberte mir eine ©efchreibung feines früheren SebcnS au 
machen, erzählte er, bafe er lange in»Slopenbageu gelebt, bann in'S 
franaöfifdje $eer eingetreten fei unb als URuficuS halb Ghiropa 
burchaogen fyabe. 3" @nbe beS flriegcS habe er eine 5lnftcllung 
an einem fürftlichen $of gehabt, toerliefe biefe fpiiter unb pribati= 
firte lange in fceutfchlanb für meldjeS er grofee Vorliebe hatte. 
Qv erinnerte fid) mit grofjem SBergnügcn roie bie Scutc faft über- 
all herbeigeeilt feien ihn au fehen unb ttrie er faft immer gaftfrei 
aufgenommen loorben fei. §ier gefiel cS ihm nicht meil bie 
©chtoaraen berachtet feien unb er bodj ebenfogut ein ÜD2enfch fei 
mie bie SBeifecn. 

„SBäre ich nicht berheiratet unb au alt, id) mürbe fo gern nach 
3)eutfchlanb gehen too ich fo flem lebte unb mo ich mir bie ©siftena 
eine« freien 2TCaune$ fchaffen tonnte." <Bo besicherte er mich. 

S«h hatte nie gehört bafe eS einem Sterblichen einfallen fönne 
nach 5Deutfd)Ianb au aiehen um Freiheit au geniefjen. Die Sehn« 
fucht bei ©chroaraen nach $)eutfd)lanb legte mir ben ©ebanfen 
nahe, bafe fich mein SSaterlanb in ©caug auf bie 93et)anblung bon 
garbigen eines SBoraugS bor STmerica rühmen burfte. 3)od) ber 
Keger mar ein StuSlänbcr unb ein SluSlanbcr burfte fich noch nie 
über Langel an 2?reir)cit ober STufmerffamfeit beflagen. #ai ber 
$eutfdje ©unb fich nicht berbinblich gemacht feinen ©clabenbanbel 
mehr au leiben? Unb ein frciheitSburftigeS $era follte fich nicht 
nach unferem ©löftum fehnen mo unfere 9iäd)ftenliebe fo meit geht 
jebem gremben bie SBohlthat feiner 9Kcnfd)cnrechte theilhaftig au 
machen 1? 

S)er <3ot)n eines Ißräftbenten bon $anti, ber bon bcr 9latur 
berbammt mar eine fdjtoarac §aut au tragen, barunier aber ein 
#era trug baS nach geiftiger SluSbilbung ftrebte, befdjlofe eine 
Steife nach ben bereinigten Staaten unb (ruropa au machen. Gr 
lanbete in Kern Orleans bon mo er alSbalb mieber aufbrach ba 
er gemährte bafe feine SRace hier roeber burch «ilbung nod) Weich- 
thum Slnerfennung finben fönnte. ©r fefete feine Steife nach Kern 
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?)or! fort. UnterroegS mufete er im Stoifdjenbedf böufen unb 
burftc on bcn 37Zaf)IaeUen ber geringften SSeifeen nictjt tljcil nehmen, 
ort 92eio Dorf too bie #auptgegner ber Sclaberct fid) aufhalten, 
tote Xappan etc., begab er fid) in ein $aftf)au£ roo man ben jungen 
Wann mit $>erad)tung aufnahm, meil er mit ber SBürbe eines 
freien gebilbeten üftanneS auftrat unb man ein fold)e§ 93encf)men 
Hon einem Sdimaraen fjödjft anmafeenb fanb. 25er ^räfibenten- 
|of)n logierte fid) bei einer gebilbeten Familie freier Sdjmaracn 
ein unb trieb fid) bon nun an incognito in ben $auprftäbten ber 
Union Ijerum immer bei freien ©drtbaraen roobnenb. Hein SBun» 
ber bafe bie Seroofmer Eomingo'S ben SSBeifeen aud) nur tljeilmeife 
gleidjc JRed)tc mit fid) einräumen unb überhaupt ftet) biefelben bom 
.£alfc au fdjaffen fudjen. Stuf ber 5af)rt uad) tfiberpool als bie 
9lmerifaner bod) ifjrem ßanbe mit feinen 33orurtI)eilen ben JRürfen 
(lefcljrt batten, mollte Sleiner mit bem Soljne üDomingoS fpredjen. 
Gin Gnglänber gefeilte fid) au iljm unb berfdjaffte fo bem mieber» 
Ijolt 3urürfgcfe^ten grembling ©efellfdjaft. $n Europa berfdjaffte 
fid) bie iUIbung ifjre Stcdjte. 

GS ift eine förmlidje SRegerpropaganba borbanben, bie ibren 
Sit} in SSeftinbien bat, aber ÜWiffionäre burd) gana 2tmerica fenbet. 
21 Is §anbmerfer, 33arbiere, namentlid) als cafetierS, grogf^op unb 
niggergroceri) ftore feeperS treiben fid) biefe „emancipatorS" über- 
all fjerum. on 93ort ©ibfon fiel mir ein 33arbier burd) feine 
ftenntniffe unb fein iöenebmen fcfyr auf. Qr mar auf SWartiniquc 
geboren, beiafe bebnitenbe ©pradjfcnntniffe, mar ein Slcnncr ber 
alten unb neuen ©efd)i#te, fpraa^ mit biel Ginfidjt bon ben politi- 
fdicn SJcrbältniffen GuropaS unb amerifaS. $cr Sttann in« 
tcreffirte mid) unb id) liefe mir baber häufiger als nötig mar ben 
ÜJart bon it)in fdjeeren. Slnfänglid) mar er febr borftdjtig. (Später 
entlorfte id) iljm mand)c Sleufjerung bie mir bie ©croi&beit gaben, 
bofe bie 9?egcr bei erfter günftiger Gelegenheit einen Slufftanb ber- 
fudjen merben. Siele entlaufene Sclaben rotteten fid) in ben SBäl« 
bem aufammen unb leben bon Diebereien unb ber Unterftüfcung 
U)rer Mamerabcn auf ben Plantagen. 2)ie flttaffe ift bumm, faul, 
tbierifd) unb biebifd), nid)t fäbig fid) felbft au leiten. @S ftnb fd)on 
öfter s .öeifpiele borgefommen bafe tfreigelaffene a" ibten früheren 
Herren awrücffebrten unb frob maren mieber als ©claben ange« 
nommen au merben. 
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Ttan mu& bat amerifanifd>cn Pflanaern bic ©creebtigfcit 
roiberfahren Iaffen bafe fie im 2)urd)fd)nitt ihre ©dmiaracn gut bc- 
hanbeln. ©ie roaren hinlänglich mit ßleibung berfehcn, auch fc^It 
ihnen nicht an Sftahrung unb bie Selbarbeit ift ni(f)t hart, ^ebc 
Sramilie hat aufeer ihrer #ütte ein ©tücf Sanb roelcbeS fie 311 eige- 
nem Sfcufcen bebaut ^eberbief) ju galten ift ihnen auch geftattet. 
Sur ihre änderen SBebürfniffe ift gut geforgt unb fo ficht man 
©onntagS bie Sieger aufgejjufot unb hö<hft luftig einbergeben. 
(Jinaelne i$aUe graufamer SBehanblung fommen bor, cS liegt im 
^ntereffe ber ^flanaer felbft feine fieute gut au halten bamit fie 
mehr ßuft jum Arbeiten f>aben unb er nicht Don ihrer SSerfrfjmifet- 
beit unb ©oSheit au leiben hat. %n ben #aubtfclabenftaatcn, mie 
9Jfifftfftbtoi, ßouifiana, Sflabama etc. haben bie metften Ginroobner 
dombagnien gebilbet, roclche burctjS ßanb aieben unb jeben fteger 
bcrfmften ber feinen $afe bon feinem Sfuffeher bormeifen Tann. 

Sd) hatte manage Unterhaltung mit bernünftigen 9Tmcrifa- 
nem über baS ©clabcnhaltcn in ben füblichen Staaten ber Union, 
über bie ftrenge SHifonberung beS ©chtoaraen bon bem ©eifeen, 
über bie SRifeacbtung beS 27cenfct)lichen im Slfrifaner etc. 2J?ancher 
liefe fich bann etma folgenbermafeen barüber au§: ©in Stfittelrocg 
ift b^ier nicht au finben. £ie ©claberei müfote gana aufboren ma§ 
ben ©üben au ©runbe richten mürbe, unb uns ftatt 3 Unionen 
arbeitenber, forgenfreier SKcnfchen ebenfo bicle ftaullcnacr unb 
$iebe auf ben $alS laben mürbe. 2Bir baben bic ©ctaberci bon 
ben Surobäern geerbt, fie mürbe unS früher bon ber {Regierung 
aufgebrungen, unfere (Friftcna hängt bon ber WrbcitSfraft ber 
©djmaraen ab. ©ollen mir roaS mir als Vermögen geerbt, maS 
mir mit unferem ©clbe bcaabjt hoben beS ^rincibS rocgen auf- 
geben ohne baburd) bie Sage biefer 97?cnf(f)en 8" oeffern? ©inb 
bie armen Srlänber, finb bie Sabrifarbeitcr ChtglanbS unb {\franf- 
reichS, ift baS gefammte Proletariat gana GuroboS fo gut baran 
mie unfere Keger? SBürben nicht SRiltionen iener SMenfcfjen ibre 
mimarifthe greiheit mit bem 8"ftanb unferer ©claben bertau- 
feben, bie nie junger leiben, nie bon Reibung entblößt finb? 
Wicht aus «Roth au Verbrechern roerben müffen? (5ebt uns ein 
STuSfunftSmittel ihr eitlen Wfonthroben bie ihr nur ba für Frei- 
heit lärmt unb färoärmt, mo ihr nie in bie Sage fommt ihr ein 
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Opfer bringen a" miiffen. Slucb, ib,r »bolttioniften — fdjiefet ju- 
fammen, fauft unS unferc ©claben ab, forgt aber audj bafür bafe 
fie md)t ber&ungern unb bafe fte Ghi$ nidjt aum S)anf bte $älfe 
abbre&en! 

@o foredjen bte flabef)olber$ unb 100 ©etfpiele begleiten 
eine foItb,e ©eroeififüljrung. 25er Suftanb fcomingoS, ber eng. 
Itfdjen Kolonien SöeftinbienS, bie inbirecte (Sclaberei in SWerjco, 
nadjbem bie garbtgen burd) bie ©onftitution für ebenbürtig er« 
flärt mürben — 2HIcS rotrb angeführt um bie ©claberei in ben 
©übftaaten au bertljetbigen. 

©er 2Renfd) fann ober feine @ntfd)ulbigung bafür finben, bafe 
er ben 2Renfd)en fned^tet. ©ie ©ünbe ber ©äter mirb fidj fdjroer 
rächen an ben fbäten Grnfeln. %n Sfmerica giebt man bem ©claben 
©rot unb lafet ifm geiftig barben bamtt er feinen unfreien, ungött- 
lidjen Suftanb nidjt foüre. ©ei und hrirb ba£ Proletariat geiftig 
entroicfelt, aber bie materielle STJott), ber SWangel an ©rot toirb fie 
früher ober fbäter au oemfelben ©djritte führen ben iene ©djmar» 
aen ftdjerlidj einmal tljun merben, id) meine fidj ba8 9ted)t er» 
ringen als SKenfdjen neben SKcnfdjcn au leben! 

hinter $llesanbria, bort roo mir 9taft maäjten, fjatte fidj eine 
ganae ßarabane um und berfammelt, lauter StuSroanberer nad) 
SCejaS bie trjcild ba£ bom gobernment berfbrodjene ßobfredjt bort 
640 STcreS geniefeen trollten, tfjetlS ir)r fdjledjteS Sanb in SCenneffee 
ftenturfn, Stlabama, 9Jüffiffippt für einen ^SretS ben Siefer ber» 
fauft hatten mofür fie 10 — 20 Stcfcr beS beften frudjtbarften San- 
beS in StejaS faufen fonnten. Ratten fie einen falben ©allen 
©aummolle auf bem Sfrfer geembtet fo Ratten fie nun bie SluSfidjt 
1 x / 2 ©allen auf berfelben <Srrede mit berfclbcn Arbeit au embten. 
Slbcr audj anbere ©rünbe brauten bie ßeute nadb, Ze%a&. <5o 
begegnete id) einem Pflanacr mit einer Slnja^l Negern, alle au 
Pferbe unb alle gut bemaffnet. 2)ieS fiel mir auf unb id} Ijörte 
balb in Zextö folgenbe ©efd)id)te über ben bemaffneten 3ug. 

ein $flanaer in SRiffiffibbi, ber eine bebeutenbe Slnaa^l @cla- 
ben befafe, aber ©Bulben Contracid Ijatte, beren 8a*)lung ben 
©erfauf feine« ganaen ©efifceS nad) fid) geaogen fcoben mürbe, be- 
fd)lo& biefelben nad> £eya3 au bringen (run tb,em to SEeja*). $>a 
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fold)cd ittc^t oljne 2luffcf)en gefdjebcn tonnte, fo melbcte er bon 
3ctt au Qe\t einige tobt, liefe ein @rab madjen, bie 9leger aber 
betmlid) naef) £ejaS frfjaffen. (?r £>attc fdjou Diele auf biefe SBeifc 
beförbert als bie 9tad)barn bie iöetriiflcrci merften unb biefe mtl> 
beten. 2)er ^Pflanaer batte feine ® Clauen gut bebanbelt, fte maren 
ifjm baber treu, fo brad) er mit ibnen bewaffnet auf um jeben 
fberiff auß bem gelbe fdtfagen 3U fönnen. (5r langte glütflid) in 
£eraS an, fco er alSbalb baS general ftopfcing lam in SInfbrud) 
nabm ; ein ©efefc, meldjeS bie SegiSfatur befdtfofe, um bie aerrüttc- 
ten Verbältniffe ber teranifdjen Stnfiebler au orbnen unb a« ber- 
beffern. @S mar bieS eine Sidjerftellung beS GigentbumS t)or ge- 
rid)tlid)er Verfolgung auf fünf Satire. SMS &um Nbfd)Iu& biefer 
ftrift burfte 9iiemanb ber Sdjulben batte, anni 9kd)tbeil feiner 
©laubiger über baSfelbe berfügen; inbeffen fe^tc man borauS bafo 
bei ber ungemöbnlidjcn ^ßrobuctionSfraft beS Steranifdjen SöobenS 
eS einem jeben ^flanaer gelingen mürbe bie nötige Summe au 
berbienen. 

©eftärft traten mir unfere SBeiterreife an, eine nur roenig 
betretene Strafte einfdiragenb. Sßon bem ganaen ßager folgte unS 
nur eine Familie bie inbeffen nad) einigen £agen binter unS au* 
rüdblieb. SSir maren amifdjen Slleiranbria unb 93ebiFS ferro am 
(Sabine als unS ein barteS llnglücf traf. 9öir lagerten SWittagS an 
einem 93ad)c. 3fHe 05erätbfcf)aften maren aum ßodien ausgelegt, 
fo audi unfer Sätfdien mit Sala. £ic ^ferbe liefeen mir gemöbn- 
Iidtj — eine Stute als MnaiefmngSmittel ausgenommen — frei 
um unS benimgrafcn. $a gerietb baS eine ber 93fcrbe an baS 
offen ftebcnbe Sala unb ftbob cS in'S 2Baffer. 2113 mir cS entbetf- 
ten mar nur nodi menig übrig, unb mir maren bon nun an ge- 
nötigt unfere Icbernen ^fannfudien oljne Sala au berfdilingen. 
DieS emborte meinen fonft fo treuen $unb bafe er ftdj anbern 
XagS beim föaftbalten auf eine Viertel Stunbe mit einem Ijalben 
Sd)infen auf bie Seite madjte, unS aber aum #obn ben ßnoeben 
roieberbradite. 9fud) ber 3ucfer ging nad) einigen !£agcn aus unb 
fo tranfen mir £fjee oljne tbn um nur bie elaftifdje 9Waffe aus 
2Ref>I unb 2Baffer, bie nur burd) Sala unb ftett beS SdjinfenS 
geniefebar mar, binunter au bringen. Dann unb mann gelang eS 
unS an>ar ein SBilb a" erlegen aber mir fjatten fobiele Äufmerf. 
famfett auf unfere Spiere au riditen unb maren fo crmübet bafe 
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uns bie ßuft aum Sagen berging. 35ic Sinftrengungen einer ber- 
artigen 9leife in einer folgen #ifoe finb unglaublid). Oft fafe einer 
ber äßagen 8tt)ifd)cn ben Räumen feft unb roir mufeten mit ber 
Myt Babn bredjen. Ginmal famen mir bon bem SBege gana ab. 
Xcn ganaen Sag fuhren mir freua unb quer burd) bie SBälbcr, 
ber üttagen ÜDiooreö bes einen 3>rlänberä, ftürate bei folct)cr @e« 
legentjeit ba8 Ufer eines auägetrodneten creefS \)\nob, baö öe« 
fdjirr aerrifj unb ein ^>fcrb bejdjäbigie fid). (Jrft am Slbenb langten 
mir bei einem Meinen blorfljoufe an beffen Beroobner und Oer* 
munbert anftarrte unb unö bie erfreulidjc Sßadjridjt gab, mir feien 
jefet ungefähr eine Stunbe bon bem fünfte entfernt, melden roir 
unferer Beitreibung nadj am borgen berlaffen Ratten. Ser 3eit 
nad) roeldje mir unterroegö maren, maren mir roenigftenä 25 2Rei< 
Ich gefahren, $d) tjatte eine boppelte fiaft, ba mid) bie beiben 
Söbne terins mit 33orroürfen überhäuften, bafe id) barauf beftan- 
ben bäte borroärts gu geben ba e$ nod) 3eit mar linfä um au 
febren. ober gar am Sabine einaelne Leiter unb ganae 
Familien bon Sluöroanberem au£ £era3 aurüd famen unb und 
melbeten alle ^nbianer in Zetaü feien im 2lufftanbe, fünf Seifet* 
feien erft geftern ermorbet unb fealpirt morben mir motten um 
(Äottesroillen ben Sabine nid)t überfdjreitcn: ba berloren bie gel- 
ben beä ebergreen ©meralb ^slanb gänalid) ben !^iutb. St er* 
innerte mid) au gut beä läufigen blinben ßärmä in £eyaö ba£ 
^abr borber, als beute 10000 ÜWesicaner fdjon in San Antonio 
fein fällten, morgen bitten bie ©omandjeö fajon ©onaaleS, 
iöaftrop unb eine 2flenge SRieberlaffungen berbert, bie meji» 
fanifdjeu Sl reifer bioefirten fa>n alle §äfen. Slber in SBirflid)- 
feit mar c& nur bie 8urd)t ber neuen (£inroanberer, bie beim erften 
berbädjttQcn Werüd)t aufparften unb fid) nad) $oufton unb oft 
locitcr nad) SRero Orleans flutteten, inbein fie unterroegö bie 
jdjredlidjftcn Sdnlberungen lieferten bie aUmälig lauteten als ob 
die dürfen im fianb fein. v>d) b :, elt bxeö meinen Begleiter bor 
unb bradjte fie mieber bormärt», ^nbeffen bie ©erüdjte bom 
Musbcud) eines Krieges mit ben GberofeeS beftätigte fid), man 
marnte unS febr ba man aud) ben (SabboS, Alabamas unb C£u- 
fbateeS nid)t traute. 

SBir überfdjritten ben Sabine unb fo mar id) mieber tu 
XcjaS mobin id) mid) aufridjtig febnte. Seitbem roir Stleranbria 
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Perlaffen, Ratten mir fe^r mcnige Slnfieblcr unb roenig fd)öned 
Xianb getroffen, ja ganae £agc lang burdjaogen mir auf einem 
fanbigen fieaaitigen iboben Wabelljolamälber unb furae nic^t 
üppige prame». ätfir Ratten einen Jhtalbbranb erlebt, ein ®lüd 
bafj es in jener unfrudubaren (*>egenb unb nidjt in ben üppigen 
kalbern Don o^lper (lo. mar. ifctfir fuhren nod) bed Vibenbs 
immer ju um an irgenb ein SWaffer au fommen, ald und ein 
pedjartiger (£erud) entgegen metjte. Unjcre Werbe jpujien bie 
Otyren unb luurben uurumg, balb übraeugte und bie rauäjige 
vitmodpbäre unb beul Slniftern unb ttnattern, bafj ein bebeutenbed 
treuer in ber 9iälje fei. (iiue ©tretfe Unterljola uerbarg und bis 
lefct bie brenneuben Raunte unb bie ittaudjmolten, bie und jetit 
einteilten. SDa ber üßinb und entgegen fam, burften mir nidjt 
aurücf. ilbir bogen besljalb redjtd ab um ber l*>efaljr au ent- 
rinnen. &ber balb maren mir Don allen Seiten Don flammen, 
SHaud) unb aufammenftüraeuben Mannen umgeben. Unjere 9iotb, 
mar grenaenlod. $eber mufete oft eine anbere Stiftung einfdjla« 
gen, ba bie brennenben «aumaroeige einen balb redjtd balb linfd 
trieben, ^mmer größer marb bie 2lngft, bie älttuje unb Sorge 
mieber aufontmen a" treffen. Der ÜKaudj mar tum (Srftiden 
bid; bie Sßferbe mürben gana toll; aitterten unb madjten 
trog ber grofjen aftübigfeit, äterfudje burd) au getyen. äöir felbjt 
mußten nidjt rooljinaud um biefer augenfdjeinlidjen ©efaljr a u 
entgegen. äJormärtd gegen ben JßJinb mufeten mir, ba mir nur 
baburd) aud bem iöereid) ber flammen fommen tonnten. Unfere 
^ferbe, bie mir au füJjren Ratten brangen unauf^altfam boran. 
SWein #unb mein treuer $onn, fdjlid) niebergefdjlagen bid)t hinter 
mir brein, unb tnadjte nur inaiidjmal Seiten [prünge menn bie 
ftofylen feinen öüfeen a u nQ ty tarnen, (£d fing an bunfel a u 
merben, ed mar nur nod) 9iad)branb mad und umgab, unb balb 
erblidten mir eine lid)tere ©teile unb mad)ten auf einer ^Jrairie 
Ijalt. <£d mar Imlje £eit. SBir befanben und fämtlid) in einem 
fieberhaften Suftanb. Unfere Sdnuje unb §ofen trugen ©puren 
be» ber^eerenben ©Iemenid, unferen Stljieren lief bad ©affer Pom 
Jriufen. einige Steilen Ratten mir in biefer »eleud)tung wüd 
gelegt unb nur ber unfruchtbare SHedboben, ber fein Untcr&ola 
auffommen liefe, Imrte und ber furd)tbarften Sobedgefafcr ent« 
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aoflcit. Irine Viertel il/ccile weiter ichlugen wir an bem lieber- 
reite eines Caches unfcr «agcr auf. 2)ie v #fcrbe beforgten wir, 
Darauf warfen wir uns febr ermübet uicbcr unb Ratten nicht ein- 
mal einen v 4>fa»ntuchen dum Xroft im Uliaflen. 2seS Borgens als 
wie Dura) Steuern ber «tute gewedt würben, fonnten wir bie 
übrigen 4 Sterbe nirgenbs eripahen. ibiir »ermutheten fie in 
ber tieuieu v 4$rairie rocia)e uns geftern Jtt^ü^enb aufgenommen 
hatte; aoer auch Iner waren fie nicht &u finbeu. Unb was füllte 
Die Xbjere bewogen hoben bieje fdjbne Jüieibc ju oerlaffenV £n* 
bianer tonnten in ber Ucätje gewefen fein ober fonft ein H$feroe- 
bieb bie feiten großen Werbe tortgetrieben hoben. Unb banu 
laßen wir mit ben Drei ibiageit unb einem ^ferb in ber ibiilDmu. 
Ultoore unb ich fatteltcn bie «tute unb lieben öommeroille anr 
Jütwadjung ber ibiagen aurüd, obgleich er laut fid) bagegen auf- 
lehnte uno ertlarte, er fei allem md)t fähig einen Ueberfall ab- 
auwehren, er habe im ganzen Haben noch lerne ^iftole abgeholfen. 
^>ir laajteti ion aus unb ftellten unfere Mafhforfdmngen au. 
Jtbaibeiu, JbJaioaus Durchmaßen wir bie l*>cgenD uns immer nad) 
bem Ittooie ber süaume richtenD um ben iüad) wieber au finbeu. 
Vfnblid) Korten wir ein Biebern welkes auf baS bellen meines 
Vuubes erfolgte, iuiir rüdten näher unb gewahrten ein iölod- 
hau* uou aiemlid)eu Umfang, ^d) befürchtete Unfug, wenigfteus 
Dreherei, beim es war tlar bie ^ferbe waren eingefangen, über 
anbaid fagte bie tetfeube $mtermatberm aus, bie uns mit 
«chuupfen unb £oben empfing unb ertlarte eines ber Werbe 
reichte nicht hm um bie bamageS au beaahlen welche bie >ü}iere 
angerichtet hatten. <sie feien m ber Macht m bas ilornfelb gc* 
ürocheii, haben alles uiebergetreten unb nun ücrlange fie Schaben- 
erfuh ober werbe eines ber v 4>ierbe behalten, (bleich Anfangs De« 
uititie td) brei Männer bie biefen weiblichen ödjauaforb oorau*- 
gejdjtrft hotten. JbJahrfdjeinlidj badjten fie, wir würben unfere 
s 4>ferbe mit (Gewalt nehmen unb bann ihre rifles an SdjieDs- 
richtern gemacht haben, iod) betoies ber fyau baj} ber Einbruch 
eine Xiüge fei unb bot ihr einen bollar für bie iüiühe bes trm- 
fanges. Sie aber beftanb mit einem Schwall Don übermüthigeii 
Lebensarten auf $1U. 2)a trat ein ältlicher 3Kann auS bem 
blodhoufe, oerficherte mich, bafe bie ^ferbe wirtlich Schaben an- 
gerid)tet hätten, aber bog er nidjt fo harb on j'trangerS fei wie 



399 



£eutfc$*?lmertfantfd)e®ef($tä)tsblätter 



feine 5rau unb fiefj mit ben $4 bie idj aulefct geboten, begnügen 
mollte. S8ir bellten unb ritten fort, frob fo billigen Staufen 
baöonßcfommen gu fein. 9?od) öon SBeitem Korten mir bie alte 
$erc itjn einen goobbearteb fool fd)imöfen. ©egen Sftittag famen 
toir mit unferen sterben ju unferem trofelofen £ameraben jn- 
rüd. 

eintritt in Jeso«. 

mir ben Shtbicon überfdjrittcn, als mir mieber auf tcra 
nifdjem ©oben ftanben, liefe ia) ein lautes burrab for Sera? er- 
fdjallen, in baS meine 3rlänber nolenS öolenS einftimmeu mufj- 
ten. 9fl£ (?d)o bonnerte mir ber gubrmann öon bem Ufer 2ouifi 
cnaS ein: £amn nour ©ob barneb JeraS, go to bell mit!) nmtr 
lone ftar! herüber. So ciferfüdjtig maren bamals bie 9*ad)baru 
ber frudjtbaren jungfräulidjen Dteöublif. lieber ^awer molltcn 
mir nun nad) bem Xrinitn Ölufe fahren unb hofften in ber $auj?t- 
ftabt beS countieS mcnigftenö ®ala unb Suder uns öerfdjaffen ju 
fönnen. s 2lber mieber maren mir getäufd)t. SRadibem mir am 
dorn Greef, einem fdjonen (Taren 93ad)e, SRafttag gemalt, unb uns 
burd) ©aben tüdjtig geftärft Ratten, hielten mir am britten Zc$. 
nadjbcm mir in £eraS maren, an einem fleinen i*lüfjd)en mitten 
im bunfcln SBalbe ftill. Söir roufeten nidjt bafe mir nur eine 
©iertelftunbe öon Saföer maren, unb nur baS Öäuten ber äuf>- 
gloden unb ©eilen ber §unbe berrietb bie 9Jät)c öon ÜHenfiben. Q'ux 
9ieger gefeilte fid) au uns, ber unS unterri^tete, bafe in 3«fper 
nur fd)led)ter @d)naöS au kaufen fei, mar aber gana aufjer fid) 
öor Srenbe unb SBermunberung, als er borte, bafe mir nod) einen 
aiemlidjen ©orratb öon Wlefyl gärten, unb erfunbigte fid) ob mir 
feine Söaren ju öerfaufen borten, mir mürben fie alle IoS, beim 
bie SabieS unb ©entlemcn öon Sfaföer bätten fd)on lange feine 
(Megenbcit gehabt brcffeS, ftodingS unb bergleidjen an faufen. 
Sdj öerneinte eS unb er begab fid) niebergefdu*agen meg, befon- 
berS ba ©ommeröüle ibm öerratben batte, bafe bie Sßagen mit 
©ütern beloben feien, bafj id) fie aber nid)t unterrocgS fonbern in 
$oufton öerfaufen molle. Die ©djmaraen finb grofje ßaufnarreu, 
fobatb fie etroaS öelb baben, legen fie eS in $ufc an. tiefer 
Slfrifaner borte nun nidjtS eiligeres au tbun als in ber 8tabt au 
mclben: borgen fomine eine Sabung SBaren burd) bie «tabt, 
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aber bafe 9Jiaffa too proub fei fie aum 93erfaufen aufbieten. 
Xiefe 2ftitt()eilung hatte unangenehme Sölflen für mid). Unfere 
^aljrt ging onbetn Borgens mitten burd) bie Stabt %a\pev, 
bie man bon Räumen faum feljen fonnte. 58or einem ber erften 
Slorfljäufcr, bereit bie (Xiti) etroa 15 befifct, ftanb ein freunblidjer 
aflann, ber mid) nad) SReuigfeiten auS ben StateS frug, fid) bann 
neugierig nad) bem 3^cd meiner Steife erfunbigte, unb mid) an« 
gelegentlich bat eine ber Stiften au öffnen unb ihm ein @tüd 
9Wu»ltn, einige SDufeenb borbirte Strümpfe etc. etc. für feine 
S)amen abaulaffen. SDieine ©rflärung, bafe id) bie JReife nid)t 
mache um au ^aufieren, gelten ihn unb droei Tanten nicht ab 
mid) fo lange anaugefyen, bis id) feinen Sitten genüge leiftete. 
üaum aber hatte icb, etn>a $20 bafür in $änben ba erflärte er 
mir id) fei berhaftet, er fei fheriff unb bie üWad)t ftänbe ihm 8" 
meine {amtlichen ©üter mit *befd)lag au belegen. 

$n ben f)eftigften SluSbrüden ftellte idj ihm baS bcrtoerflid) 
(Gemeine feiner §anblungän>eife bor Slugen, unb mie£ feine Eon« 
ftScationSbrohung mit 33erad)tung aurüd, ba id) Bürger ber Sie« 
publif fei unb bie betreffenben ©efefce feljr mofjl fenne, er bar)er 
bon ber ^bee abftchen follte, ein frembeS greenhorn erroifd)t au 
Reiben. SDafe icb, SCeraner mar, überrafdjte 2Rr. 33lod geroaltig, 
feinen Song mollte er aber nidjt unbenufct fahren laffen legte 
mir bie <$rage bor, ob meine Söaaren beraollt feien, bieS berneinte 
id) ba auf bem ganaen SBege nur ein einaigeS Slodhau» aber 
fein Bollamt gemefen märe, man mid) alfo nicht als ©dmiuggler 
behanbeln bürfc. „Sa aber fie haben unberaollte äBaaren berfauft 
unb too ift Shre licence um in unferem countn berfaufen au bür« 
fen? ^d) brol)te bem (Schürfen, ilm megen Verleitung aur un» 
bemufjten Umgebung ber ßefefee, bie er als Beamter fennen müffe 
in 2tnflageauftanb au berfefcen, unb berfbrad) ihm befonberS fein 
nidjtSnntrbiges Setragen in gana SteraS au beröffentlidjen. ©r 
mürbe gefdjmeibiger unb rieth mir nun foglcid) bom Eountt) 
©lerf fogleidje eine licenfe ausfertigen au laffen, ba biefer fd)on 
auf bie (Sache aufmerffam gemacht fei. ^d) mufetc eS nötige- 
brungen gegen $50 aud) tljun. ferner mar id) genötigt meine 
SBaaren au bcraollen unb aa&tte bafür $80. Siefer Stblauf ber 
8adje fonnte mid) inbeffen nid)t beruhigen. SDem fheriff mollte 
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id) äBort galten unb ba gerabc (Sourt Sau mar, ber bic $f(anaer 
ber ganzen Öcgenb Ijerbeijog, unter betten C£ol. oljerman unb 
Senator bereit auä $oufton maren, fo platbirie id) uor biejer 
s J)Jenge fo einbnngiid) bafe man allgemein befdjlofj id) mülje für 
bie $50 entfdjäbigt merben unb müffe feinen id)led)teu Cnnbrarf 
öon ^afper <io. mitnehmen. ÜKan erfud)te mid) id) mödjte meine 
Miften öffnen unb in einer ©tunbc Ijatie id) für einige $1U0 $vuq 
öerfübert, fo bafj bie $13U mieber uerbient maren. liüerctt mollte 
mir bie ganjje Partie abnehmen, ba er im XJanbe einen ftore t>attc. 
££ir mürben leiber nid)t einig. £d) uatjm &bfd)ieb uun ben 
marteren ^intermälblern unb lenfte meine ISarauauc nad) iUl j - 
bama äJillage olme meinen 3>riänbern au jagen, bafc id) biefe • 
bianerftabt berühren mürbe. 

fctatmeife uarfj Alabama unb iüefndj bei ben ^nbiontrn. 

süet ^aoola, naa) bem eblen £oucaianeien benannt jefcten 
mir über bie 2lpagelina, beren Ijotye Ufer bid)t mit tfottonbäumen, 
Sofamoren unb ben t>erfd)iebenartigften 3d)lingpflanacn bemad)> 
fen finb. SBtlbe Sieben ranfeu biä in bie (Gipfel ber grotjten 
iüäume unb tragen eßbare fdmxtrae Trauben in großer U>£engc. 
2Jian glaubt fid) in ein grofoeä Äreibljauä berfefct, unb bod) jieijeu 
fo menig ÜJJenfdjen Sfhtfcen baraud, unb tu anberen &l)cilen ber 
(irbe inofmen ÜJitllionen ÜDienfdjen in junger, Stummer unb 
tflenb. 

S)ie ©djöpfung fyat iljre ©djulbigfeit geiljan. Sic fdjuf ben 
frud)tbarften iüoben meljr ald jum Unterhalt all iljrer Mtnbcr 
nötljig ift; roarum müffen mir nur gerabc ber od)olle unferen 
Unterhalt abtrofccn roollen, mo mir baJ &id)t ber äßelt erblicft 
l)aben? 5Die 9totur meift un* bortljin mo fie im otanbe ift und 
au ertjalten. greilid) moljuen in ber Söruft bie Wefiiljle ber $et 
matl)liebe unb mer fönnte biefe unterbrüefen, biefen glücflidjen 
Mummer, ben aud) ber SJhttyigfte mit fid) in ber ^rembe Ijcnutt 
trägt. 

$ie iöottomä ber 21pagelina unb beö 9faid)ea ben mir mieber 
auf einer gäfjre überfahren mußten, befteljen auä einem fdnuercu, 
fdjmaraen, angefd)memmteu ©oben, ber ÜJaumroolle, Surfer unb 
SWatS auf« Xreffltd)fte gebeten läßt. ftad)bem mir bic Söal- 
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bungeu beS 9tatchczflujfeS hinter uns Ratten famen mir in eine 
fruchtbare ^rairie; aus fchroarzer 25ammerbe fprofete baS herr- 
Iic^fte ©ras unb bie Derfchiebenartigiten iblumen roucherten ba« 
zmifdjen. $ier unb ba mar bic weite Gbene mit Gruppen Don 
Räumen unterbrochen, beS i&Jaffera aber war menig anzutreffen 
unb mir mufeten baS zum Slochen notljmcubige einer ^Pfü^c Doli 
Schlangen unb anberem ©eroürm entnehmen. Xrinfen mollten 
mir aus biefem Pfuhle nichts, maren aber borfidjtig genug einen 
Hübet 3u füllen unb mitzunehmen, beim bie ^rairie behüte fid) 
roeit über unferen Horizont aus, unb mir hotten feine Öemifeheit 
einen 93ath anzutreffen. 2)en ganzen £ag fuhren mir zu; rechte 
unb linfS fahen mir ^nbianer, bie fo oerbädjtig an uns Dorbei 
ritten als mollten fie und umfreifen bis fie und am redeten Orte 
hätten. ÜReine Srlänber jammerten; mir felbft mar eS nicht ge- 
heuer, benn auf ber ganzen Öahrt mar ich gemarnt morben, unb 
bem ^nbianergebiet rürften mir immer näher. 9iod) hatten mir 
fein SBaffer angetroffen obgleich bie Saumgruppen fich mehrten. 
$ie ftehlen maren auSgetrocfnet, beS ÜßittagS machten mir unfere 
iDiahlzeü Don beS SWorgenS gebaefenem irlaftic. SDie $ferbe unb 
mein $unb hatten baS Dorrättnge Jüßaffcr bis auf JEßeuigeS Oer* 
zehrt, als bie 9Zad)t hereinbrach unb baS ringS um laut merbenbe 
«Delling" unb Stufen ber Snbianer uns bemog unfer Sftadjtquar« 
Her Dor Eingang beS JöJalbeS aufzufchlagen. 3m $)icficht mür- 
ben mir feinen Ueberblicf gehabt haben unb bie ^nbiancr tonnten 
unbemerft zu unS heraufchleichen. Slm Saume beS SöalbeS etma 
50 garbS baoon entfernt ftanben mehrere Derborrte hohe iüäumc 
in beren 9foihe mir bie Sßagen ftellteu fo bafe bie ^ferbe in ber 
äRitte bazroijchen zu flehen famen. SBir felbft lagerten uns auf 
unfere ©etfen bie mir nach ben üerfchiebenen Seiten ausgebreitet 
hatten, fo bafe ^cber Don uns eine anbere ©egenb zu beroachen 
befam. Steine 4 ^iftolen brachte ich in Drbnung, baS Söomic 
fnife fam ohnehin nie Don meiner Seite, mein $unb machte bie 
SRunbe unb legte fich bann beruhigt nieber. SlnfangS gab ich 
ben SHtten meines ^rlänber nach Dom iöaefen eines Üßfannfuchcns 
abzufehen, bamit ben Snbianern nicht burch'S $euer unfer Stuf- 
enthaltSort Derrathen mürbe. 211S eS aber fchliefjlid) fo bunfet 
mürbe bafj mir uns gegenfeitig nicht mehr fehen fonnten unb mir 
bie $afenfüfee Dor Slngft baS Sprechen Derbieten mollten, befchlofe 
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id) erfteni ben Regungen meinet Wagens, nadjauaeben unb a" 
baden unb jroeitenä ein foltfje^ ftcuer 311 madjen baß id) einen 
ganaen Stamm fjcranfommenbcr onbianer erFennen fonnte, unb 
brittens, ba mir befd)loffcn Ratten mad) ju bleiben unb id) ba? 
mit offenen 81ugen nidtf fertig bringen au fonnen glaubte, IIb* 
lanbs 0*ebid)tc au burd)blättern, ba£ einaige thiefj bae idj bamals 
bei mir führte. SWoore roollte bas geueraeug nidit beraus rüden 
er bünfte fid) in ber ^unfcltjeit fo fidjer mie ein Äinb bat' bcn 
Hopf unter ba£ Äiffen fteeft. ^d) sog bie Hügel au$ meiner 
^iftolc, aeraaufte ein Srüd* 3ktummollaeug roomit id) bas ^ferbe 
flefdnrr ummicfelt fratte, fügte etroae 2aub unb bürres $ola baau, 
beftreute ei mit ^uloer unb fdjofe bie fiabung barauf ab. 
aünbete fjerrlid) unb nadjbcm id) biefe Sünbftoffe etroaS in ber 
ßuft fjerumgefdjroungcn Ijatte, mar id) Öefifcer einer fdjönen 
flamme bie id) alzbalb benufcte ben erften $aum anauaünben. 
2lber bie Sprößlinge Grins! Sie garten t>on meinen $orbe 
rettungen 9ftd)t$ bemerft unb als nun ber Sdmfe los ging, bie 
^ferbe mllb mürben, ber $unb anfing au bellen, fprang Sommer- 
Pille mie rafenb auf unb rief unauff)örlid) : „bp Siefuö, bp ^cfus, 
bp Sefui, ob, tf)e 3nbians\ ^ ig fiücb." Cf) 3tfr. £refcl möat 
\& to be bone! bp tfje tjolp ^arric me are all [oft 1 SWoore mar 
Anfangs fo erfdjroden baß er Pon feinem Säger unter ben SSagen 
auffprang fid) aber bermafcen ben Hopf anftiefe baß er Anfangs 
feine ©ebanfen an ^nbianer auffommen laffen tonnte. SKein 
lautet öadjen unb ba$ fd)öne 5cuer bradjten bie bemegten ®e- 
mutier mieber aur 9tu^e. 

günf ber mädjrig großen $äume, bie burd) öftere* früheres 
Sagerfeuer getöbtet maren, ließ id) in flammen aufgeben. 
mar ein prächtiges Sdjaufpiel. Hein ßüftdjen regte fid). Xic 
flammen ftrebten fo frei gen Gimmel, ber Söieberfdjein bed naljen 
SSalbeö bie 5öeleud)tung ber ^rairie, babei unfere Jföagcn, ^ferbe 
unb ßagcrftellen — alleö naffm fid) fo fdjauerlid) romantifd) 
au$I SlidjtS aB ba3 Hniftern beö ÖcucrS unb baS entfernte 
pfeifen ber ^nbianer ftörte bie feierliche 9tuf)e ber ftadjr. 
5d) feilte nod) ein Stüct ÄIeifterfud)en mit meinem $unbe, 
legte mid) auf ben dürfen unb Perfekte mid) burd) Uljlanbä Pater- 
länbifäje @ebid)te in eine poetifdje Stimmung. $unbert »über 



$cutfdj*Slmcrifanifdje@efdjidjtSbIätter 

fticgen bor mir empor, als id) inmitten biefer ©cene im ®ebau« 
fen im ©atertanbe meiltc. SDßic !onntc id) bamalS miffen ob id) 
cS jemals mieberfehen mürbe. 2Iber maefer fing id) an au fingen: 

SBenn heut ein ©eift hernieberftiege 
Sugleid) ein Sänger unb ein #elb etc. 

2Ran fprad) bon einem geftgeläute, 
SWan fprad) bon einem Seuermecr, 
$)od) maS baS grofje 5tft beieute, 
SBeife eS benn jefct nod) irgenb mer? 

SRie brachten mir auf ben 18ten Dctober in ©eifenheim ein 
Sener au ftanbe mie eS mir jefet leuchtete, unb bod) fam ein« 
mal bie JRübeSheimer Öeuerfprifee angeraffelt als bie flamme 
im ©arten etmaS höher fällig mie gemöhnlid). 2Bie lange märe 
id) roohl in (Sbucbad) eingefperrt morben, menn id) um UhlanbS 
©ebid)te d" fingen, mir 5 alte Richen angeaünbet hätte. 

Sd) hatte bie grofeartigfte SHumination au meinem bisheri- 
gen 2eben. 2Bie entfefclid) fam mir bie Sage unferer grofeen 
öeifter oor, bie in ben ©dtfafroef gehülft. bei 17° Ofenhifce beim 
©djein einer matten Öampe, mit ber 9fuSftd)t auf einen #of, 
Betrachtungen anftcllten über ben ©influfe ber Statur auf baS 
mcnfd)Iid)e ©emüth. STaum graute ber SWorgen, ba liefecn mir bie 
^ßferbe IoS bamit fie fid) für ben bisherigen SDlangel an SBaffor 
am 2^au laben fonnten, ber <jum ©lütf für bie ^flanaenmelt in 
bieicr fyeifjen ^abreSjeit in biefer ©cgen rcidjlid) fällt. Die leg- 
ten ©tunben hatten mir abroethfelnb fd)Iafenb augebracht, bie 
9*atur berlangtc ihre fechte. SIIS aber bie 'SKorgenfonne ihre 
erften ©trablen über bie ^Jrairie fanbte, als alle .§alme unb bat 
prächtige ©lumenmeer fid) au regen fd)ienen, ba rafften aud) 
mir uns auf unb rüfteten unfer ©cfpann aum «orbringen in ben 
büftcren Urmalb. 

3)er fdjmarae angcfdjmemmtc ©oben unb baS Stohrbidicht 
mar ein ftchereS Bedien bofo ein 23ad) in ber 9lähe fein mufetc. 
Ginige hunbert ©chrittc meiter hotten mir ben crquifenbften 9Ror- 
gentrunf auS ben flaren Slutfjen &eS Alabama Srcef. Stuf ber 
anberen ©eite Durchfuhren mir auf eine fyalbe ©tunbe ben „©ot- 
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tom" unb erblitften bann auf einer fleinen 5fnf)öl)e in einer frud)t« 
baren ^rairie ein nieblidjeS ^nbionerborf. Unfere Jöermutfjun» 
gen beä £agc§ bor&er maren alfo richtig unb Sorfidjt ange< 
meffen. 

flaum mürben einige ber ftotlröäute unferer anftdjtig, bo 
fa& man überall fjinter ben ©cJjegen unb fürten ßöbfe Ijerbor« 
blirfen, aber man bernafjm !einen Saut roie bei unS roenn ein 
Xrubb Snbianer burd} ein 93auernborf gef)en mürbe. 

^d) fd)lug $att bor um baS IjauSlidjc Beben biefer SBilbeu 
fennen su lernen. Dafür aber Ratten meine Segleiter feinen 
(Sinn. @te befdjrooren mid) beim ^eiligen ^üatrief id) follc iJmen 
bod) nur bieSmal folgen unb un£ nidjt freimillig bem ©calbmeffer 
biefer Reiben auSfefccn. 

Ratten un§ biefe ßeute beS 9?ad)tö in ^rieben gelaffen, fo 
mar am Xage gemifj niditS ju bcfürdjtcn. &udj fannte id) 
biefen Stamm als friebfertig. fefcte meine rot&e Sebuinen- 
Möc auf — ^ßiftolen unb 93omie*fnife ftafen im ©ürtel unb 
§embsärmcln — ben Stocf trug id) nur menn eS regnete, unb fo 
magte id) bann einen (Sang jum §äubtling beffen .§ütte mir in ber 
SWitte beS Dorfes 311 fein fdjien. Sfteugierig befdjauten midj bie 
gaffenben ^nbianer. $sd) geroafyrte balb einen alten 2ßann ber 
mit einer 33üd)fe befd&äftigt mar, biefe aber fogleid) jur «Seite 
legte als idj näljer fam, unb mir bie #anb jum Seiten beS 
SBillfornmenS entgegenftreefte. Qt mar ber 2THeinf)errf<f)er ber 
SüabamaS. Sebcrnc #ofc aus fcfbftgegerbtem .§irfd)fetl; eine 
£oga aus buntem Rathm, atfeS aiemlid) fmmufcig, bilbeten feine 
SUeibung. ©eine $ütte mar l)öd)ft einfad) auS $ola unb ©aum« 
rinbe gearbeitet, bagegen befanb fttb, ein 93orrat&Sf)auS baneben, 
meldjeS nieblid) roie bie geroöfmlidjcn 93Iocff)äufer gebaut mar unb 
jmei <Bioä fjod) mar. ©ben fo auffallenb mar mir eine ©ommer- 
roofjnung, runb auS Stofyr aufammengefe^t. 3bJtfd)en biefer $of» 
bürg fa&en mehrere ^nbianerinnen, fäugten IjarmloS i^re SHn- 
ber unb gaben ibnen Äürbiffe unb aftelonen au effen, unb biele 
beinahe narfte Knaben unb 3Wäbd)en fbrangen unb tummelten 
ftdj baneben umfyer. 
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(58 ift mcrfmürbig mie fid> ber Borfbrung be§ meiBlidjcn 
Dbcrförberö umgcftaltet foBatb fie ßinber fjaBen. $ie gormcn 
bcr Üttabrf)cn finb regelmä&ig fdjön. S)ie ber SBeiBer ober unter- 
liegen einer berartigen <8eränbcrung bafj e$ mir roaf)rf<f)einti(& 
mürbe, ma§ bon ibnen eraatjlt mirb, bafc bie ^nbtanerinnen iljren 
auf ben Würfen gcBunbenen steinen bie ©ruft reiben. 

ftcf) fannte biete ber SftaBamaS at§ id) 1838 in $oufton mar, 
traf nber feinen bon ifinen, ba mir fd)on ben 14. Oebtember Bat» 
ten nnb um biefc Seit finb alle fräftigen SWänner unb Jünglinge 
nnb bieTe ^nbiancrinnen auf ben großen Sagben. £5er STIte ber- 
ftanb einige SBorte Gngtifd) unb Sbanifdfj unb id} einige BeaeidV 
nenben ^nbianerauSbrürfe, fobafe id> mit ßilfe ber tSingerfbradjc, 
ebne meitcren $otmetfcf|cr midh berftänbigen fonntc. $(<f) er- 
bonbcltc eine Partie rotBe§ SSelfdjfom unb füfje ftartoffetn, als 
im aber ^Pabiergdb bafiir anBot, fing bie alte fguaro an: 9to, 
Cfrfiam, «Pabbcfbiltc, btata. btata, frjofe mc final (®a8 ift 9cid}t5. 
Wann: ©ifBcr. ©it&cr ift fd)5n, gut baS Sßafjre). Sfä gaB ©iL 
Bcrgctb, morauf fie eine TCnjc BerborBotte unb berfuc&te oB fie 
au* edit feil STffo maren biefc ftnturmenfcBen fcBon Betrogen 
morben. fonft batte biefc ©quam gehrift nitfit baS $abiergelb ber« 
meigert mn§ irfi in tfenfton ftetS ausgeben fonntc, namcnttitB 
aBrr bem ©ilBer feine klänge enttoeft um banadj feine ©fittigfeit 
au BeurtBeitcn. ftcBen bem $>orfe üBerrafrfite midi ein umaäunter 
^firfitBBnin, nucB bie SWaigfelbcr maren cingefriebigt. 

Weine Mbe unb bie SBaffen mamten einen ftditBaren C5in- 
brurf auf bie OTenfrfjen benen alteS #untc gefällt, unb fie waren 
febr entwirft als im ibnen 311m 9fBfcf>icb einige ©turfc Qaüun 
fAcnftc mit großen Blumen barin. 

SWcinc (Sameraben Borgten meiner mit großer Ungebulb. 
SKoorc fam berbei mir 31t Belfen bie eingefauften SBarcn auf beu 
SBagcn au fmaffen. WeBen bem $orfc lagen nodi einige .flutten 
im SPotbc aerftrent, icf) Betrat eine berfelBen. (Sie mar etma 8 
ftufc Breit unb 12 Tang, ein ftenfter mar nirfjt brin. ftur eine 
Ccffnuna anr EBüre, biefe aber ni*t. «Rechts bom Eingang bin- 
ten in bcr @<fc mar ein ßagcr bon Selten unb 2Roo8 auf ber 
<£rbe, ein alter ^ebbifl mar baruBcr geBrcitet. CinfS ftanb ein 
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tifdjartigeS ©eftell, barauf einige getrodnetc Sürbife. 2ln ber 
2Banb fingen Seile unb einige $Ueibung£ftücfe ber jungen, roirf • 
lid) nieblidjen ^nbianerin, meldjc in bie bcinlidjftc 93erlcgenbeit 
geriet!), als id) SSeifchaut blötjlid) in iljr Söigmam geriet!), 
nahm ihre #anb um fie au beruhigen fic liefe aber bie meine fdjeu 
fahren, ^d) bebeutete ihr bafe id) Dürft r)ättc, morauf fic mir ben 
einen tfürbiä reichte, beffen Ceffnung mit einem Watefolbcn ber« 
ftopft mar, meldier aber toftlid) fühleS SBaffer enthielt. Sie 
mufete eine iunge SBittme fein, biefc ©emohnerin ber $ütte, fonft 
märe fie geroife Teilnehmerin ber ^agben gcroefen. 55a mir 
unS nid)t genügenb berftänbigen fonnten berliefe id) balb biefe 
feltfamc (Jrfchcinung unb nun ging e§ bem SCrinitt) 311 meldjen 
mir nad) mebrftünbiger 2fat)rt bureb, 23alb, aber mciftenS ^rairien 
erreid)ten bei 

Carolina. 

DiefeS ©tabuen beftanb nur au§ menigen Säufern. Sn- 
befe fonnten mir für ©elb etmaö Sdmab§ unb 3udcr erlangen, 
ein grofecr ®enufj für un$. 2lud) hatte id) hier ©elcgenljeit mie- 
ber einmal Deutfd) ju fbred)en. 

25er Xrinibab Oflufe ber burd) bie anhaltenbe £rodenheit fehr 
leidjt gemorben mar, gemattete unS bie Durchfahrt, jebod) nidjt 
ohne grofoe ©djmierigfeit, ba ba§ ^lufebett boller grofeer Steine 
liegt. 3rf) ttmr babei genötigt ein Stfab au nehmen. Wein ^Jferb 
hielt fid) nämlid) bid)t hinter bem Söagen unb begann fo bie 
SSafferfabrt ohne mid), fobafe id) hinterner maten mufcte ba id) 
feine Abfahrt erft merfte al§ e» fdjon bri'tben mar .(r# fommen bic 
Dambfboote bon (öalbcfton bei hohem SS^affcr bis Gincinnati, et- 
ma 15 Weilen oberhalb bon Carolina, roaS bem ganaen Sluftge- 
biet einmal l)of)en SBcrth berfdiaffen mufj, befonbcrS ba man 
Steinfohlen ftier entberft Ijat. Ginmal magte fid) ein Söoot in 
ber Sommeraeit au meit l)inauf, baS SBaffer fiel fehr fd)ttell unb 
eö mar genötigt 4 Monate in ber 2Silbnife ftill au liegen. 

9lnf enthalt in Woittgommert) §0. 

9Bir maren nun in Wontgommern Go. einem ber bebölfert« 
ften in £eraS. ^flanaungen trafen mir baher hier häufiger au. 
obfdjon fie öfters 10 — 15 Weilen au§ einanber lagen. 2Bir 
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erreichten bon (Carolina auS halb ben 9*acagbocheS SBeg, melier 
uns nach #unt8bille einer ©tabt bon mehreren ©locfhaufern unb 
einer Sagemühle führte, ©et einem ^ffanaer einem geborenen 
©Rotten gelten mir ftafttag, maS mir bis jefct jeben ©onntag 
getban harten. Wir. «Roberts mar fo freunblich gegen unS, baft 
roir uns bemegen Iie&en einige Xage bei ihm auszuruhen, eine 
Pflicht bie mir befonbcrS unferen tßferben fcbulbig roaren. 2)er 
fquire hatte feine Selber einem £eneffce'er #oufton bedachtet, 
roclcbcr einige 9leger befafe unb als ^adjtainS Yz ber 
Grnbte abgeben mufetc. $cr ©quire (jictt eine $erbe bon 300 
iötürf Sieb fo ba& er auf feiner Segua ein forgenfreieS ßeben 
führte. (£r mar SunggefcII unb hörte baher bie Jfoft bei feinem 
Pächter. flouftonS Sohn unb ein Setter bon ihm, brabe junge 
Seutc, führten mich in ber Umgegenb auf bie $fagb. $ann fchlu» 
gen fic mir bor am britten Xqq ein gro&eS Siebtreibcn mitau- 
machen maS ich gern annahm. 25er alte fquire, #oufton, bie 
beiben jungen Seutc unb ich bcrlicfeen su $ferbe bie ^flanaung 
unb ftreiften mohl 10 SWeilen burch SBalb unb ftfur um baS Sieh 
beS fquire aufjufinben. CS galt einige Ocbfen unb JHihe einju- 
treiben, eine Aufgabe bie fehroerer 31t lofen roar als ich glaubte. 
$iefe Spiere ftnb in einem beinahe roilben S u ft a n° un ° ffe D£ir 
fich ber3utreiben mag für einen $intcrroälber leicht fein, ich brachte 
cS bicSmat nicht fertig unb rourbe beShalb tüchtig ausgelacht. 
Die Seftieu machten manchmal mit gebüeften Äobf einen 9Tn« 
griff auf mich fo bafe ich eS rathfam fanb Steinaus ju nehmen. 
SWein $onb gehörte bem fquire unb roar in feinem Saterlanbe 
CbeloufaS eingeübt auf biefc $agb; er mar mie toll, er liefe fief» 
nicht mehr leiten als er merfte, ba& ich fein cattfe chafer mar; 
fbrengte mitten in bie $erbc, fchnitt ber berfolgten Seftie ben 
©eg ab unb marf fich, ohne bie geringfte iRotia bon mir 3U neh- 
men, linfS unb rechts auf bem Sflerf herum, bafe ich 27tube hotte 
im Sattel 5U bleiben. 55ie 9fnberen Ratten ihre helle ftreube an 
meiner Verlegenheit, ba fie fahen bafe ich roenigftenS feft fa&. S)er 
junge floufton fam jefet, nachbem fich 4 ®tüd* Sieh bie SRetfe nach 
ber ^ßffanaung gefallen ließen, unb rieth mir, im SBaTbc roo bie 
Crfifcn mabrfcheinrich berfuchen mürben, auSjubrechen, nur mei- 
nem $onn bie 3ügel auf ben .$als 31t legen; ich nmre bann ftcher 
auch im ftrengften Sauf glüeflich an äffen Steften borüber su 

— 400 



Digitized by Google 



$euif<$»3tnett!anif4e(9ef($idH6frtäiter 

Fommen. 2ßie er eS bermutljete, fam eS. Glje mir an bic „per*" 
fönten erlebten mir not!) einige Kennen bei benen id) ftetS bc- 
fürd)tetc SlbfolomS 93eifbiel nadjabnen 311 muffen. 2J?an ersäblte 
mir Ijier, in #oufton Ijaufc baS Sieber fürd)terltrf), täglidj ftürben 
auS einer Öebölferung bon 3000 Seelen 10—15 ^erfonen. 3*1 
folfe bod) jefct nia}t bof)in geben, bcfonbcrS ba burd) baS Sieber 
alte ÖJefd)äfte barnieber logen. 

#oufton, ein cd)tcr 2F?etI)obift, fünbigic mir an am 
nädjften Sonntag fei ©otteSbicnft fünf SReilen bon ibm im @d)ul- 
f)ou§, nnb ba iä) fo lange bic ®ofbel ntrf>t genoffen, boffe er 
id) mürbe Um begleiten. $d) blieb, ba id) unter obmaltcnben Um* 
ftänben nidjt nad) §oufton eilte unb ritt am Sonntag mit ibm 
unb ben smei jungen ßeuten w fquirc SltfinS mo mir 311 Sßittag 
fpeiften, unb bann nad) bem SKceting eilten. Die £od)ter beS 
fauire mollte SlnfangS 31t .§aufe bleiben, lief} fid) bann aber bod) 
bon ibrem ©atcr bereben mit3itreitcn. 9lIIe§ reitet bier sur Srirdje, 
SPiänner unb Srauen. Ungefähr 40 ^erfonen maren im 93loä> 
baufe berfammelt, einige Sieger ftanben anbodjtig auf ber $ord). 
Dann begann ber (Sefang, menn id) fo fagen barf, benn biefe 
gebebnten, nerbangreifenben Zone cntbieltcn aud) nichts maS bon 
mufifalifdjem ®efüt)l ge3eugt bättc, barauf leierte ber iunge SBet« 
ter §oufton ein ©ebet, roorauf SlllcS auf bie ßnice fiel, ben Stobf 
3U)ifd)en ben $änben auf bic S3änfe legte unb nun in lang ge- 
sogenen bumbfen Pölten brüllten: „©ob forgibe uS, mc arc all 
finnerS, ob ßorb, ob Öorb forgibe uS." Ginige gerieten fo in 
Stcr^ürfung bafe fie r>alb tucinenb, ftöbnenb, feuf^cnb unb brüllen?) 
biefe Geremonie bollenben bolfen. Die 5?erfammlung mar jeüt 
reif für bic Ginbrütfe, bie ber $faff aud) im Sdülbc führte. Gr 
tobte unb lärmte oljne 2lufbören, madjtc olle 2Renfd)en aufjer 
ben gläubigen 2J?etbobiftcn 31t Sünbern unb forberte auf fid) 31t 
befebren, benn nid)t alle 3ul)örer befannten fid) 31t feiner Sccte, 
lief berum, brürfte uns bie $änbe, bis 3 9ftäbd}cn, baruntcr bie 
mcld)c mir mitgebradjt, fo bin maren, ba& fie fid) auf ben ®eift« 
Iid)en loS ftür3ten, 31t meinen anfingen, tf»r ©lücf auSbrüdtcn 
unb sugleid) ibre Sünbbaftigfeit unb unS immer mieber auffor- 
berten aud) fclig 3U merben. Der ^faff nabm fie olle brei in 
hie ?lrmc, brütfte fie, fbrang mit fönen fönnlid) berum mäfjrcnb 
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bon bcrfdjicbencn (Seiten mieber bie o Sorbö ertönten, fo bafe 
unter fdjrctflidjcm ®d)reicn bie Xoditer beö fqnirc ber unnatür- 
Iidjen Aufregung erlag uub obnmäcbtig 311 33oben ftürste. $ic 
übrigen grauen braditen fie buref) ^efbtifecn mit SBaffer wieber 
au fid). morauf fie fogleid) iljren 5?ater um beu £al£ fiel unb ifmt 
banftc baft er fie beroogen baö meeting 311 befugen, bafe fie fo 
hberglütflid) fei unb bafe fie eben geträumt Ijabc fie ftänbc auf 
einem boben 93aum unb ba rcid)tc unfer #crr Sefuö bie .$anb 
um fie in ben Gimmel ju aieljen! 

9iod) einige mal brürften un§ bie 9Wäbd>en ol)nc Erfolg bie 
•$anb, ber ^foff faßte unter lautem £oben unb bielen SSortcn im- 
mer nirfjtö als bafe mir alle ©ünber feien unb bafe jefet bie Sei* 
gefommen ba mir religiös, baS Reifet SWetbobift merben tollten. 
(Jnblid) tönte ber Wefang 311m Scblufe unb id) füllte mid) gan3 
feelig als id) unter (Rottes freiem «Gimmel bie reine Sefetembeftuft 
cinatbmen tonnte. 3d) Öötte früher öfter bem (SotteSbicnft ber 
ÜRetbobiften beigemobnt, aber biefer 3innIid)fcitStaumcl, bieier 
$ofjn, ben man mit ben befferen Ok'füfjlcn ber 3Renfd)en trieb, 
empörte mid); fo etroaS fyatte id) nod) nid>t erlebt. $(d) berbcljlte 
.§oufton burdjauS nidjt meinen 2lbfcf)eu bor foldjcn geiftlidjen 
Öfoltermittcln, um bie ßeute in rcligiöfc Sdjmärmcrei 3" ber- 
fefcen; er mar erftaunt. 9HS id) aber einige 3cit mid) näber mit 
il)m auSgcfbrodjcn Ratten, geftanb er mir bafe bie SBeiber fid) fo 
leicfjt bon ben OJeiftlidjcn bintcifecn Iicfecn unb bann 3U fefyr auf 
bie SWänncr cinmirften. 9fud) fäme cS bäuftg bor bafe biefe um- 
ber3icbcnben SWänner OiotteS bie ©aftfreunbfdjaft ber Familie $u 
febr mifebraudjten. 3o fei ein ©eiftlidjcr einft in Xenneffee 3U 
itjm gefommen babc einige Xagc bei itim gemobnt, bann in feinem 
§aufc ©otteSbienft gehalten, tf>n bann um ein ^ferb unb ctmaS 
(Mb gebeten ba er in ber ttadjbarfdjaft ein meeting abgalten 
wollte, ber fromme Wann fam nie mieber unb batte einen Sßad)- 
barn an ben er itm embfoblen aud) nod) betrogen. $d) eraaf)ltc 
$oufton bagegen folgenbeS: in $ort ©ibfon mürbe am blad riber 
ein grofeeS meeting abgeljaltcn, meldjeS mid) lebhaft an unfere 
Deutfdjen Söallfabrten erinnerte. Dr. ßraft ein junger ameri- 
fanifdjer, febr gebilbeter 9tr3t, forberte mid) auf ben SRitt mit 
i&m nad) bem 8 Steilen entfernten ©ammelplafc ber ©laubigen 
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unb Ungläubigen au motten. 2Bir mürben uns febr gut unter- 
halten, benn bie meiften ^ilger unb ^ilgcrinnen befugten biefc 
9tteetingS nur um einen „frolic" ju fjaben. ©djon auf bem 
SBege mar eS ein luftiges treiben. Stuf allen ^flanaungen fab 
man ^ferbe fatteln, aus allen SRebenmcgen fbrengten Detter unb 
Leiterinnen fjerbor, baamifdien bie 31t gufe laufenben ©d^aren 
ton Negern unb ÜJhilaitcn — alles liefe auf einen intereffanten 
£ag fdjliefeen. ^e näber mir bem ©cbaublabe famen, befto lauter 
unb reger gcftaltetc ftd) baS geft. $er Urmalb beffen ©ibfel 
fid) mie ein 2)om bereinigten mar fctir baffenb gcmäblt. 3Wan 
battc einen groften freien ^.Uafc gefdjaffen inbem man baS Unter- 
bot entfernte, biefcö mar aber mieber benutjt um fürten gu 
bauen unb biefer beburfte man bielcr, ba baS mecting 3 £agc 
bauern follte. Verliefe man ben gelitteten ßreiS fo geriet!) man 
in einen mabren ScecnbarF ber auS Sieben, Söirncn, ^erftmoneu 
unb anbern mir unbefannten ©emädjfen gebilbet mar. ©rubpcn 
bon farbigen unb SSeifeen, bon ben retdjen Ü3emobnem ber naben 
Plantagen, bon ®etränf- unb ©beifebänblern, unb bann mieber 
bie lOOte bon ^ferben bie aerftreut an ben 3K>eigen angebunben 
maren, boten ein ©djaufbiel baS alle ©inne feffelte. 

SBanbte man fid) bem 93crfammIungSort ber SRetbobiften 
mieber au, fo gemabrte man 3 ans Saumftämmen crridjtete Han- 
seln bon benen nad) ber töeibc ©eiftlidic unb fiaien in bodjftcr 
Söegeiftcrung bem Wolle feinen fünbbaften Suftanb bördelten unb 
ftetS bamit cnbigten: nur im beitritt a" ibrer alleinfcligmadjen- 
ben Religion läge Vergebung unb $etl au ermarten. $ic3 emige 
einerlei biefer gciftlofen ©eelcn, baS barauf folgenbc ©ingen, 
ober biclmcbr Srüflen, baS $änbebrücfcn unb SBefcbren batte idi 
fatt. SBir mifdjten unS unter bie im SBalbc fidi ergebenben frolj- 
lidjen SWenfdjen bie bnS ßeben bon ber beiteren ©eite auffafeten. 
®er (HotteSbienft mäbrte bis in bie ftadjt. Dann fing aber baS 
Durdjeinanber erft rcdjt an. Der Gine fud)te fein $ferb unb 
Fonnte cS nidit fmben, ber anbere fudjte feine ®efellfdjaft bte 
im ©ebränge bon ibm abgefommen mar. S)ie Reiften batten 
nid)t für 9?ad)tquarrier geforgt unb bolten nun ein baar Sieger 
berbei bie fcbnell aus Steigen menigftcnS einen $crfd)Iag bauen 
fönten ber bem fbäfyenben flaneur baS innere ßeben einer f)äu8- 
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Iidjett ©rubpe entheben folltc. CS mar eine manne ftadjt beS 
3uli 1839 bie biefe Scene üerfdmnern Ijalf, man fonnte fid) ge- 
troft in eine ^ferbebede gebullt ber 9?ad)tluft auöfcfecn. 'So 
matten mir eä unb biele 2(nbcre. 9?ad)bcm mir auf unterer 
9huibe gefeben mie fid) bie ganae «efellfcbaft ^ur 9htl)e begeben 
batte, gingen aud) mir $ur JRulje. Dbfa^on eine Slnaabl ber in 
ber Käbe SBobnenben fid) nad) $aufe begeben Ijatte, fo mar bie 
Sabl ber (Gebliebenen bod) nod) febr grofe. ®iefe meetingS finb 
bie beften renbe^bouS unb es mar augenfdjeinlid) bafj bie Iiebenbe 
^wgenb ftc^ bie Ö r °mmigfeit ber Gilten ju nufoen madjte um ifyrer« 
feite ber ©ottin ber Siebe if)re SBereljrung baraubringen. 

£r. Äraft befam in ber 9iad)t blöfelid) bie Sbee e s fönne in 
$ort ©ibfon ein Äranfer feiner bebürfen, mir Ratten nad)ften 
SCageS bod) nur baSfelbe ju ermarten, maS mir ^eute fd)on in 
fo reifem Sftafee genoffen, er mad)te bafyer ben SBorfdjIag, bie 
füljle monbljelle 9fad)t jum 9lad)bauferitt au benufoen. 3d) 
mollte bem gemiffenbaften Slrat nid)t im SBege fteben unb fo 
riefen mir nad) bem Sieger Geafar ber unfere Sßferbc in Skrmaljr 
batte unb fbrengten im ©allop nad) $aufe. 

®o erjagte idj, unb $oufton borte ftd) STrieS an, fonnte 
jebod) nidjt umbin, 3meifel in meinen ©lauben ju fefcen unb 
brobljeaeite mir, bafe id) früher ober ftoäter bod) nod) au ber 
Ueberjcugung gelangen merbe, ba& id) nur aU 3Wetfjobift auf 
einen ^fofc im Gimmel mit ©emifebeit redjnen fönne. 

SWein Sffiunfd) ging nad) §oufton, id) befd)lofe baljin auf' 
jubredjen. SReine Srlänbcr aber, bie feine ©ile Ratten, mollten 
bier in ber ©egenb baÄ @nbe ber Srieberaeit abmarten. 

<£$ t^at mir leib midj bon biefen ebrlidjen, gutberaigen 
dameraben trennen ju muffen, fie batten eine aufridjtige 2ln' 
ljängttd)fett au mir, bie fid) aud) nid)t berlcugncte als fie mir bie 
bitterften SBormürfe matten alö id) nidjt ItnfS um feljrt madjeu 
moIUe. $tefot ba mir in ©idjcrljeit maren unb ibnen Sanb unb 
ßeute gufagten, bereuten fie iljren SKangel an Sflutb, ben fie oft 
an ben Xag gelegt bitten. 3$ liefe ib"en einige Giften mit 
Söaren bie fie fpäter naa) $oufton beförbem mollten, ba itf mei« 
nen ^ferben fajon au biel augemutbet bcAte nabm beraliajen 81b. 
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fd)ieb bon ber flonjen @efellfd)aft unb fefcte ben 3"Ö allein fort. 
Regelt Üßittag flelanfltc id) an bcn 3acinto Stufe beffcn SSaffer 
fcl)r feiert maren aber baä jenfeitifle Ufer fo [teil unb unfahr* 
bar, ba& mein $fcrb beim Verlud) baS buggn hinauf3U3ieheu ba* 
(Sefdjirr in (Stüde rifo unb ber Sßagen aurücf rottte. $d) mar 
mit <Red)t gemarnt morben bie fRcife mit Stoßen allein fortju- 
fetjen. ^efct aeigten firf) bie folgen meiner $artnädigfeit. $ier 
fafe id), unb öcrsmeifelte fortaufommen, menn nid)t menfdjliche 
•§üfe, maS hier feiten ift, bon ungefähr be» SBegeS fäme. 
roirfelte, berbanb, bohrte neue 2öd)er bis ich enblicb einen aroeiten 
Sßerfucb, machen fonnte ber nicht beffer glütfte mie ber (£rfte. $ie 
Arbeit begann aufs 92eue. 97?it gröfjter 9(nftrengung gelang öS 
mir bis auf einen Soffer bie Giften unb Soffer abaulaben. ®a§ 
leere ^fu^rmerf brad)te id) nun moljl hinauf, ^d) hatte aber 
nicht überregt bafc eS leichter ift etmaS Innunter 3u lieben mie 
hinauf. 3roei SBarenballen fonnte id) mit aller mir möglich,«! 
Stnftrengung nicht mieber auf ben SBagen befommen. SBegreiten 
unb ©ort meife mo tfilfe 311 Jüchen, fdjien mir nidjt rathjam; 
folange am Ufer beS i^acinto 311 bermeilen bis mir baä ©efd)td 
3mci fräftige 3(rme 3ufül)ren mürbe mar bie einige STuSfunft. 
Sd) fafe mofu* 3mci ©tunben in (Mellfchaft meines ^ferbeS unb 
$unbeS unb mad)te öon 3eit 311 3eit üergebenc SJerfudje, ba ge- 
mährte id) burdjS ©ebüfd) einen Leiter ber bfeifenb auf einem 
fleinen $ont) bafjcrgetrabt fam. 3><h hielt ben Sflann für einen 
Spanier, feine ©eftchsfarbe mar fonnberbrannt, feine Säge 
marfirt, feine ganse Haltung Iiefeen auf einen früheren Äriegcr 
fchlie&en ber ^ulber gerochen hatte. „f)ou apbear to be in a 
bab fij, can 3 be of ant) ferbice to t>ou?" hob er freunblid) an. 
$ch nahm feine £ien|"te bereitmillig an unb balb mar ich au* 
aller Stoib,. 

5d) hatte bei ben erften SBorten bcn beutfehen SCccent be« 
merft, grofe mar batjer beS SUten Sreube als ich ihm auf feine 
Sfrage ob ich 3ran3ofe fei, ben ßanbSmann 3U erfennen gab. S n 
Sorna SEerritort), als ich mit £r. Söitner smifchen bem 2>e* 
SKoineS unb Sftiffiffibbt berirrt unb halb berhungert mar trat 
mir ein ftheinbaber helfenb entgegen, $ier am ©an Saeinto 
mar cS ein SreiSgauer ber nur bom ©chufcbatron ber 2>eutfd)en 
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gefd)itft, aus ber Sßot^ (jalf. ©r jcigte mir fd»nell an mo feine 
Sarm am iöege läge, empfahl mid) feinet Srau, ber id) aber bie 
Gour ntd)t machen folle, ba fte nod) jung, er aber ein alter aßann 
fei, unb berfpracb. in 3—4 ©tunben aurüd au fein, er molle in 
ber 9iad)barfd)aft einen SBic^anbel abfdjliefeen. 

Sßuntcr fteueric id) auf bie gaftlia^e $ütte au. Sie lag am 
fflanbe eines äöalbeS, am Eingang einer frudjtbaren hügeligen 
^rairie, bie fid) reijenb ämifajen SöaumgruDpen fcinaog. ©er 2Rr3. 
©toner, einer ©ädjfin, Ijatte id) balb bemiefen bafc es mir unter 
iljrem ©adje gefiel, benn id) tilgte balb ben legten Riffen ben 
fie mir Dorfefete. 2Jiit bem alten ©toner mar id) balb befreunbet. 
©eine ©eele mar ed)t Seutfd), fein SBefen berb unb gutljeratg. 

2lud) et beftürntte mid), nidjt nad) #oufton au reiien clje 
boJ gelbe gieber gemidjen fei. ©o barg id) meine ©üter in 
feinem iölotffjoufe unb fann nur barüber nad) mie id) meine Qcit 
l)ier nüfelid) Derbringen fönne. 

©ine 2lbgefa)marftljeit mufe id) Ijier ermähnen, beren fid) 
Diele 5)cutfdje im iUuSlaub au fd)ämen ^aben. %>d) meine baä 
itoquettieren mit fremben Sitten, befonbers baö Gnglificren 
iljrer tarnen, baä fdjon managen um eine rbfdjaft gebracht 
Imben foll. ©o mar ber Sßame meinet SöirtljS ©teiner. (fr 
nannte fid) ©toner meil er fid) ärgerte bafj bie 2lmericaner balb 
©teiner, balb ©tiener nannten unb ©toner bod) bie ridjtigc 
Ueberfefcung fei. 55ic §ld)enbad)ö erfdjeinen öfter als 2lugl)Cii< 
baugfy. 2Jian benfe fid) nun ein Dierfdjrötigen, ed)t beutfd) autf* 
feljenben illir. Slugfjenbaugl) ber faum ISuglitf) fpredjen fann. 
feine Slbftammung aber botb, Derläugnen möa^te. ©o fdjreiben 
häufig bie iWüüer— Miller ; bie »auer— Horner; bie &ifd)er— 
Öiföer u. f. f. 

(£3 ift hxujr, Diele ber geringen 35eutfd)en iii Slmcrifa, benen 
cd iefet gut geljt, entroerfen ein Öilb iljrer Sage im Skterlanbe 
bafe einem fdjaubert; fie motten nun jebe Erinnerung baoon 
auölöfdjen. Slbcr ba* Urtfjeil biefer ÜWenfrfjen ift befangen, fie 
fdjütten baÄ Äinb mit bem Söabe aus, fie Derbammen gaua 
$eutfd>Ianb meil cS i&nen barin nid)t mo&Iging. ©ic fannten 
nie feine SBoraüge unb roufeten ben 9teiü)tljum Don Mitteln nidjt 
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51t fdjäfcen, ben jeber toafjre 3)eutfd)e in fid) felbft befifet, über 
bereu ridjtige Slnroenbung man nur nod) nic^t einig ift, ber aber 
bie fidjerfte 93ürgfd)aft bietet bafj aud) einmal ein 3eül?unft to\u> 
men mirb mo man fid) nid)t au fdjämen brauet, ein ®cutfd}er 
ju fein. 

3Bie manage 2>cmüthigung ha&e id) aud) erfahren menn id) 
meine 2anbSleute in 9iem §)orf ober 9tero Orleans Ianben fal). 
roenn bieje äfienfehen gebütft, ohne Selbftftänbigfeit einhergingen 
ja oft jeben beffer @efleibeten bemüthig grüfeten, roeil fic roobl 
irgenb einen ^Beamten bermutheten, ber fie einmal in'S ©ebi't 
nehmen fonnte. 2)ann biefer nid)tS fagenbe SluSbrutf in ben 
©eftdjtern, baS leibhaftige ©epräge ber QJeiftlofigfeit, bie ^ol\,\c 
einiger 5öormunbfd)aft, bie feine freie Gsntroidlung auläfet. 
flein Slmerifaner, fein Sieger heüelt «ber $eutfd)e treten einem 
öfter um ein StÜmofen hdtdnb in ben 2Beg. 2Kan ficht fogar 
SHnbcr beuiftfjer Slbftammung bie in ben ausgeleerten Surfer- 
fäffera ejerumfratjen nad) ben legten Ucberbleibfeln ; bie bie an 
ben Sailen ftd)tbare Saummolle roegaubfen ober einaelne Kaffee- 
bohnen auflefen, meiere bie Sieger beim SBerlaben ber ©äefe ge- 
legentlidj berlieren. 

^eber fdjroarac (Sclabe hält eS unter feine SBürbe auf biefe 
SBeife fein ©rob au berbienen, er bemitleibete biefe armen SDeut- 
fdjen bie trofc feiner fcrohungen ftch nid)t berfcheudjen laffen, 
lieber Prügel bon einem ©claben hinnehmen als biefen ehrlofen 
Grmerb aufaugeben. 

^n SRcro Orleans mar id) nur a" oft 3c"flc foId}er ©cenen 
unb mufjte oft bie Semerfung bon ©djroaraen hören — unfer 
Saterlanb müffe bodj fehr arm fein ba feine 93emohner fid) au 
Arbeiten tyvQeben beren ein Sieger fid) fdjämen mürbe. 

©lüdlidhermeife finb aber ber hod)heraigen gebilbeten ßanbs- 
leute biele in ber neuen SBelt bie bie SBerhältniffe ber alten SBelt 
fennen unb aur ©hre beS beutfdjen Samens SBercine bilben aur 
Unterfrüfcung biefer anfänglid) h^ mie bort im Glenb fdjmadjten- 
ber Sörüber, bie ©chmad) tilgen roollen, ftd> aber burd) 3wrüd- 
aiehung in ihre eigene Stellung nidjt als unbethetligt hinftellen. 
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2Kcmcf)cr Bieberc Patriot, beffen gute 9Tbfirf>ten für« 28ol)l 
beS »ütcrrnnbcö au wirfen, burd) feile SJenunciationen berbäd). 
ttgt, 3um #odn)crrätf)cr geftcntbelt mürbe, ber als Öofjn für feine 
offene Darlegung jener Hebel bie am ^erjen beS SGaterlanbS 
nagen — in bie 9^ad>t beS fterferS geftoften merben follte, mcilt 
jefet £)icr. @S gebt if)tn gut, unb um SRadje am SJhitterlanbe ju 
nehmen, baS U)n berfolgt, gefdjmäfjt unb berftofeen Ijat, bleibt 
er feiner urfbrünglidjen Slbfidjt treu unb mirft als SJtitglieb 
eines SJereinS für fjilfsbebürftige ©eutfdje, aum ©eften bercr bie 
gerabe burd) bie SWängel bie er gerügt fyarte, in'S @lenb famen 
unb nun iljr §eil in ber neuen SBelt fudjen. 

SBie monomer mifeberftanbene nüfclidje ^Bürger gefyt fo bem 
Saterlanbe fdjeinbar berloren — id) fage fdjeinbar, benn nur ber 
9h'ta*en ift if)m augefefyrt, baS #er$ bleibt ifmt emig augemanbt. 

Söhren bie $)eutfd)en (Staaten gemeinfam bertreten in 
Slmerifa, fönnte ber arme 9tuSmanberer irgenb mo ©dmtj finbeu 
menn er Ijilf« unb ratl)loS im fremben ßanbe baftefjt, erinnerte 
ifcn nur bie freunblidje Slufnafjme irgenb cineS SRebräfentanten 
feiner Nation, bafe er beSmegen, meil er nidjt meljr bulben unb 
barben wollte im 58aterlanbe, er barum bod) ntd)t aufgebort 
l)abe als Seutfäer, menn audj ^Bürger Don 2tmerifa angefeljen 
311 werben ; wem mürbe eS bann einfallen, frage idj, feine beutfd)2 
5lbftainmung au berleugnen. 

äöirb ein SHmerifaner am @nbe ber @rbe beleibigt, bann 
berfdjafft ifmt feine Nation ©enugtfjuung, benn if>r SBa&lftorud) 
\autet: © bluribuS unum. 

2llle anberen größeren Nationen fdjüfcen if)re Untertanen, 
aber mir 3)eutfd)c bürfen unS nur auf uns ferbft berlaffen, für 
unS ift feine §ilfe unb barum retten mir unS unter bie Sittige 
beS amerifanifdjen SfblerS. 

fciefe Söetrad&tungen madjte auc&, mein ©aftfreunb ©toner 
in ber ^rairie am ®an Sacinto bei 3Rontgommerö. ©eine Sil- 
bung batte er in ber SBelt erlangt, er tonnte beinah nidfct lefen 
unb fdjreiben. $od) manigfad) maren feine Erfahrungen unb oft 
fdilagenb feine barauSljerborgebcnben ©ebanfen. jahrelang 
batte er unter ben granjofen in Spanien mitgefämbft, bis er 
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bon ben englänbern gefangen auf einem #riegSfd)iff SMenfte 
nab,m unb 4 ^aljre long bie SWcere burd)freuate. JBon ber ©trafee 
meg mar er in feiner Sugenb in baS üßilitär geftedt Würben. 
9l\c fyatte er Slunbe bon fid) feitbem gegeben, ^e^t trieb itjn bie 
Sel)nfud)t in bie $eimatf). (fr fam in fein Dorf, fe&rtc in einem 
3öirtb,öl>auS ein, aber 9iiemanb fannte itjn. (£r frug nad) feinen 
Altern, armen ßeuten; fie maren geftorben; fo aud) feine einjige 
©rfjmefter. Einige Öeute erinnerten fid) mof)l beS jungen Steiner, 
aber oljne biel £eilnal)ine „benn id) mar fet)r arm, als id) unfer 
Dorf berliefe" fagte er mir. %eiit fjatte bie #eimatf) bie 9teijc 
für iljn bcrloren. „SReineS ©leibend mar nid)t meljr. ©inige 
Imnbert Bulben f)atte id) mir als 2ftarinefolbat erfpart. Ttit 
biefem Gafcitäld)en manberte id) nad) Slmerifa auS. SlnfangS 
arbeitete id) im Xagelofjn, bann begann id) als $aufierer baS 
Sanb au burdjftreifen. DaS @lüd mar mir mand)mal f)oIb, 
bann berlor id) mieber SllleS, fing balb biefeS ®efd)äft an balb 
ein anbereS. £jm 3<"KC 1837 lernte id) in ^Kinoia meine Srau 
fennen, id) befafe etma $600 bares ©elb, meine grau erhielt als 
SJlitgift baS nötbjgfte $auSgerätl), unb ba id) bemann bie 
teramfd)e Regierung gäbe ben Ginmanberern ü40 SIder ßanb um» 
fonft, fo überrebete id) meine örau unb jmei SJettern mit mir 
nad) ber neuen föepublif au sieben, 5m Örübjabr 1838 mar id) 
glürflid) genug tjier nod) freies ßanb su fiuben, id) locirte ein 
Kobfred)r, bie 9tad)barn Ralfen bereitmillig mein SBlodljauS ju 
bauen bis id) mein jefcigeS geräumiges äßolmfyaus I)ergefteUi 
blatte, fie liefen mir ilülje aum helfen umfonft unb fo bradjtc 
id) eS mit §tlfc ber $600 unb ameier gcfuuber 2lrme in aroei 
Sauren babjn, bafj id) nad) aroei trübten iöefiöer biefeS SanbeS, 
ö <3tüd Sief), 2 ^ferben unb ber nötigen öebaulidjfciten bin. 
Sn ber gauaen (Segenb ift fein Brunnen ber beffereS SSaffer giebt 
als ber meinige. @r foftet mid) a^ar $20 aber baburd) fpare 
id) Docior unb Rillen. SHein 5Borratf)Sl)auS enthält 300 bufljrl 
SRaiS bie ebenfooiele filber Dollar mertf) finb. ©üfje Kartoffeln 
l)abe id) genug für ben ganaen SBinter unb 3 <2>d)meinc finb fett 
im Stall. Stud) liegt im Koffer nod) ®elb um unborf)ergefef)ene 
SluSgaben au beftreiten. Unabhängiger mie id) lebt fein Surft 
in Deutfdjlanb, unb fomme id) au fterben fo ift für meine grau 
unb meine ftinber geforgt. $m 54. %af)rc fjatte biefer SWanr. 
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mit geringen Mitteln ben ®runb gur (Jrjftena einer gamilie ge- 
legt. Stuf meldje SEBeife untemefjmenbe fieute fjier it)r ©lücf 
matten fönnen, mag nodj fotgenöcS 93eifoiel bemeifen. er- 
mahnte |rf)on bafe ©toner imex Settern feiner grau mit nad) 
XeraS gebracht babe. Charles unb ftuguft ^anifd) ober Sawifd), 
beibe berftänbige junge ßeute bon 22 unb 24 3at>ren. Sic 
arbeiteten anfangs bei Stoner, umzäunten 10 Slrfer 2anb, balfcn 
baS 33locfbauS bauen unb berbingten fid) bann beim 9iad)bar 
SBigbn als Selbarbeiter unter ber Söebingung bafe er ibnen Vi fei- 
ner ©rnbte abgäbe. Sie Ijatten ®oft unb SBobnung unb bcftell- 
ten mit bem ^flanjer 40 Stder, bieS $(abr 50 Siefer fianb. 35ie 
aWette (Frnbte Ijatten fic eingetban als id) fie fennen lernte 
unb fie madjten mir nun folgenbe Slufftellung ibreS SöermögenS. 
Seber ber trüber tjattc in ber Stäbe 320 3ldfer ßanb als Stop]' 
red)t. 100 Slrfcr bes auSgefudjteten öanbeS Ijatten fie in ber 9ln« 
fieblung gefauft unb beaablt unb fd)äfcten ben 28ertb auf $2—3 
ben Slder, objd)on fie nur $1 bafiir gegeben; jeber befafe ein 
Socb, junger ©cbfeu unb 5 $üf)e. Gbarlcü au&erbem 3 unb 
3luguft 2 ^ferbe mcldje miubcftenS $50 baS ®tüd roertb waren. 
Slufeerbem betrug il)r Sintbert an ber grnbtc bieS ^abr 1000 
bufbel Gorn, alfo fobiel Dollar nad) bamaligem SBertt). gleifeigerc 
Arbeiter unb rüstigere junge 2eute waren aber aud) nad) bem 
Urtljeil ber 9£ad)barn in ber ganjen 9lnfiebelung nid)t au finben. 
Unb mit SRedjt bebauerten biefe beiben <5ad)fen it)re ßanbSleute 
in ber $eimatb bie trofc aller Arbeit niemals oormärts fommcu 
fönnen. 

$>er eine follte ®ä)ulmeifter werben, ber Hnbere war in 
einem Öaben in @ad)fen, wo fie fd)Werlid) in ben brei %at)wr\ 
fo Weit gefommen wären Wie tyer in bem fo oft berfannte:: 
XejaS. <5ie batten fd)on ben Sau eines 93loa*baufeS auf ben 
100 liefern begonnen unb Ovarien bliefte ber bübfd)en £od)ter 
beS ^flanaerS JRoger bebeutenb tief in bie Slugen um mit ibr 
flemeinfdjaftlid) auf eigenem Orunb unb ©oben einen eigenen 
$erb ju grünben. 6r fdjlug mir oor Wir follten gegenfeitig 
©efdjenfe aum Slnbenfen madjen. ©r wollte mir feine fiiftole, 
id) folle i&m eine bunte SBefte geben. $d) madjte ben Xaufd) unb 
bob bic 23affe aum Slnbenfen an ben SBarfcren auf. 8lm näa> 
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ftcn Sonntag fauftc Charten auf feinem ^ong in ber bunten 
SBeftc 3« Stögers. — ^d) hatte mohl fdion brei 9Bod>en in 
biefer ^rairie 3itgcbrad)t, ?We3 mitgemacht mos 311 rhun mar, 
3agbcn, Wettrennen, ein SReeting. ^ferbefang, liatte auf Spc- 
culotion einige bunbert bufljel 3J?aid gefauft, .ftänte eingebanbclt 
unb mit ollen 9Jad)barn 3reunbfd)aft gefcblofien, ba 300 cS mid) 
trot} gelbem lieber unb blarf bomito nad) .fcouftou um meine altet' 
Jvreunbe 3U fehen unb einifle öefdjäftSangelegenbcitcn 311 orbnen. 

Ü2etfe nad) .^onfton. 

3rf> beftieg mein mieber fünf gemorbeneS ftofe unb gebaebte 
in einem £agc ben Drt meiner ©eftimmung 311 erreichen, ba 
id) fd)on öfter 50 teilen in biefer Seit 3itrürfgelcgt hatte. $d) 
fam an föogerS «yarm borbei, traf 15 SWeilcn meitcr mieber ein 
93locfhoufe unb fam gegen Wittag nad) Spring (Sreef roo eine 
Heine Slnfiebelung gegrünbet ift. S)nS öanb ift r)icr nicht fo 
fruchtbar, Sanb unb Sichten liefern ben SöemeiS. %d) erfunbigte 
mid) nad) bem beften 2Bege um bor SRadjt #oufton nod) 3U er- 
reichen. 25er ©ine fagte man mir, füljrt über Sergufon'S an 
ber Soprefe 93apou, bon mo fie fein §au8 mehr treffen, unb 3U 
bem toir nicht ratzen ba Sie allein reifen unb beS SBcgeS burch bic 
einfame ^rairie nicht funbig finb, unb Sergufon ftcf»t in bem 
fdjledjteften 9htf; bei il)iu 311 übernachten mürbe 3U gefährlich 
fein. (£5 follen fchon Steifenbe bie beS SBegeS famen bei ihm 
berfchmunben fein; jcbenfails ift es oft borgefommen bafe 9tei- 
fenbe bie bei ihm übernachteten anbern SftorgenS ihre tßferbc 
nicht finben fonnien. 25er Sdjnft fcotte fie in ber 9caf)e ber- 
borgen unb machte fich nun berbinblich für $10 — 20 bie Sthiere 
bie nie berloren maren roieber3ufinben. 30g ben Umroeg 
über SBurnetS cor, 100 ich Mbenbs eintraf, bieie $flan3ung 
gehörte bem früheren teyanifdjen ^räfibenten gleichen SßamenS 
unb ift an einen ÜJJorgan berpaebtet, ber für $1 bie 9ca# bem 
ffleifenben Sttilcb, Maisbrei, unb SSilbbrer, bem ^ferbe SWorgenS 
unb SlbenbS 10—15 Behren SBelfdjforu giebt. 25aS $ferb hat 
man gemöhnlid), ba mo feine 9tfcger finb, felbft 3« beforgen. 
£aS Seit beftanb auS einer ^ferbebeefe als Unterlage unb bem 
Sattel als Jtopffiffen unb einem meyicanifdjen £eppid) ober biel« 
mehr SKantel als £ecfe. Sdj legte mich bor ben ßamin auf ben 
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©oben unb burdjträumte meine bisherigen (rrlebniffe. Sdron in 
9Jfontgommern unb jefet roieber J)icr rourbe mir bic unangenehme 
Slunbe baft bie Sdja&noten beS Staates um ein bebeutenbeS ge- 
fallen maren. Steine ganae 93aarftf)aft beftanb barauS unb unter 
50% hatte ich fie nicht eingenommen, ^efct folltc baS Rapier 
fdjon 33% gefallen fein. Gin herber SSerluft nach fo biel Mf) 
unb Arbeit, oii aller ftrübc beS näcbften Borgens fatteltc idi 
unb burebtrabte allein bie 15 97?eilcn SWabamc Söolf bie hier 
ein ©efchäft befaft unb Söirtbfcbaft trieb. 3d) fanntc fie fchon 
bon $oufton her unb fanb baber bic beftc Aufnahme. i^före Sc« 
fdjrcibung bon ber sTranFbcit in ber Stabt mar frfjrecf erreg enb. 
3d) mar neugierig mid) bon ber Wahrheit aller (Gerüchte ja 
überaeugen. C?S mar ein büftcrer Sonntag 9iad)inittag ber ben 
traurigen Ginbrurf ben eine bon einer Gpibeinic heimgefudjten 
©tabt ohnebieg macht, nod) erhöhte. MlleS mar tobt, $ie fonft 
fo regen Straften menfdjcnleer, bie Öäben gefalloffen. hatte 
ben erften Ülnblicf bom 53lnff am üHtffalo 93anou, gegenüber 
#oufton. £aS SBaffer ber 33anou fah bunfel grün faul auS. 
bie ßuft mar fo beengenb fdmml unb unheimlid). 

Söcr bon beinen SBefanntcn mag fdjon als Opfer beS lieber? 
bahingerafft fein, badjte id) bei mir, unb bereute faft ben 93efud) 
gemacht a« haben. Kcun SWonate maren erft berfloffcn feit- 
bem idi #oufton berlaffcn, unb mic SlnberS fah 2WeS auS. 2Rcbr 
ald bie bobpelte 3ahl Käufer entbeefte id). C&anjc Cuabrate 
maren gebaut, neue Straften entberfte idi, biel bc* früheren malcr^ 
ifdjen, romantifthen NuSfcbenS ber Stnbt mar berforen gegangen, 
benn bie Kütten unb Käufer ftanben uid)t mehr unter Saum« 
grubben mie fonft, man gemährte feine neuen Slnfömmlinge mehr 
unter Sölten ober freiem Gimmel bei einem Seuer. 28obl eine 
Viertel Stunbe brad)tc id) im Slnfdjauen $oufton gegenüber &u. 
Da gab id) meinem ^Jferb bic Sporen unb ritt auf baS mir be« 
Formte dito #otet a"- Sdjon unterroegS traf id) eine alte 53e- 
fanntc. fie fd)lug bie #änbe über ben $opf aufammen als fie 
hörte baft ich einige £age hier bleiben roolle, unb fonnte ftd) 
nicht genug munbern mie ich bei meinem fräftigen gefunben 5luS- 
fchen ©efchäfte megen mein fieben magen roolle. ^m gitn §otel 
bicfelbc SBerrounbcnmg bann Slufaählen aller Mannten bic fchon 
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acftorbcn. S(f» traf bicr meine JSreunbe 2emcn£)ogcn, bic S?a- 
milie ©crlad) unb 93oromanu mcldjer Icfctere bic (?Sefdjäftc be3 
Gitt) #oteI, bulgo SJretterfaften, leitete. ^?ielc alte Scfannte 
traf id) nod) 9(6enb§ unb fbürtc feine ^urd)t metjr bor bem 
lieber, als mir im trauten Streife unfere biSbcrigen STbentbeucr 
anStanfdjten. ©bat ging id) jur Stube, ein nod) frember 9tuf* 
märter brad)tc mid) in meinen SJcrfdilag. $d) mürbe fdmcll roic* 
ber an bic Gbibemie erinnert beim bn§ ganae #au§ mar auf 
eine 9trt belebt bie bem 3urd)Iofcftcn ben Sd)Iaf bertreibeu inufetc. 
Tie ©emädjter beftanben nämlid) nur aus Slbtbeilungen, bic ba 
fie oben offen maren, ben ßanjen Tad)raum als gemeinfdjaft 
!id)c Tcrfe fjatte. 2Ba3 in einer Cammer berbanbelt mürbe, fcorte 
man baber in jeber Ruberen. Sftein ftadjbar ftöt)nte unb er- 
brad) fid) fürd)terli(b, fein ob Sorb erinnerte mid) an bie Sßetbo« 
biften SBerfammlung. (Einige 3intmer meiter befanb fid) eine 
©efellfcbaft tcranifdier Dffijierc bie bei ($rog unb ^Sunfd) har- 
ten fbielten, fid) um bie Äranfen aar nid)t fümmerten unb ein- 
mal über ba£ anberc au§fprad)en: roenn fie benn bod) fterben 
müfoten mollten fie borber nod) einige luftige Stunben baben. 
Tiefe berftummten erft gegen Sftorgcn. Ta§ '-örcdjen, Ruften un*) 
Stöbnen bauerte inbefj bie gauae 9?ad)t burd). ^d) t>ärtc mid) 
gern in bic ^rairic geflüchtet märe cS nid)t in ber 9tod)t gc- 
roefen benn e$ geborten ftarfe fterben baju, biefen Ginbrürfen 
3u miberfteben. Tod) ber ärgfte ftanb mir nod) bebor als td) 
mid) SWorgcnS bom 2ager erbob, unb an bcmfelben Spuren bon 
Slut unb Giter bemerftc. ^d) flog binauS. GS mar Har, ein 
Äranfer ober Xobter r)ntte c§ bor mir inne gebabt. Ter Gfel 
Ijättc mid) Ieid)t übermältigen tonnen unb baS bättc genügt, mir 
baS öfieber auauaieben. 9Bic td) bermutbete fo mar eS; ber 
9fufmärter» ber felbft nidit redjt mobl mar, batte berfänmt baS 
alte SBett au räumen unb mid) in ein falfdjeS (Memad) gebradjt. 
Die näd)ftc ftadjt cambirte id) bei meinem 5*e u »b ßeroenbagen, 
ber neben bem #otel ein SBarenlager botte. Gine fieiter führte 
au einigen Sörettern, meld)e unregelmäßig unb Iofe auf ben Spar- 
ren Tagen. $ier mitfeite id) mid) in ein Segcltud), ba id) midi erft 
fbät bei ibm eingraben batte. Slber id) fonnte bic borige ftadbt 
nid)t au8 bem S^opf bringen unb frf)Iief baber menig. Tie ©eftäti- 
gung bcS Raitens ber StaatSbabiere balfen baS ibrige baau. 201« 
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gemein herrfdjtc bie 8immung fie müfetc mieber au SBerth fönt- 
men, unb ich t>crtticd)fclte baher Ieibcr Vichts. Ten früher er- 
mähnten (schminblcr 91. traf ich anbern SWorgcnS. (5r mar fehr 
bergnügt unb oerfichertc mid) feinen Tarnen unb ©öljndjcn gehe 
cS fehr gut in 33aftrob mohin er morgen mit einer Sabung SBarcn 
aurüdffehren roerbc. 

Ta§ lieber mar burdjauS nicht im Abnehmen. SWcin 3^cf 
(frfunbigungen einauaichen mar erlebigt. Taljer trat id} mit 
Vergnügen bie Stücfreife nad) bem gefunben 9Wontgommcrb, an. 

ftbrnnaliger flnftntljalt in 9R<mtgi»ninertj. 

Ealb nad) meiner 3urücffunft brachten mir eine bebating 
focietn au ©tanbe, melche ihre SBerfammtungen im (ö^utblocf- 
boufe hielten. Tic üßitgliebcr maren aufcer bem ©cbulmeiftcr 
unb mir einfache ^flanaer, aber fernige Sharactere, bie fo berb 
unb gerabauS ihre toractifdjen ^bcen über bie 3cttberr)ättniffc 
entmicfelten, bafe mir unmillfürlid) ber 2Bunfd) aufftieg: ber- 
artige ©efellfdjaften möchten aud) bei uns in Tcutfdjlanb ge- 
mattet fein, #ier gehen biefe Sfnftaltcn aus bem gefunben ®inn 
beS Dorfes berbor, bei uns tonnte bielleicht burch fie bem SBolfe 
ein gefunber (Sinn beigebracht merben. (SS mahnten bielleicht 
10 ^Jflanaer in unb um SWontgommerö ^ßrairie, biefe gel- 
ten gemeinfdiaftlid) einen ßebrer, ber biefe SBoche bei 
Tiefem, bie näcbfte Bei Stenern in ftoft ging. TieS finbet man 
überall mo 9lmericaner, ferbft in ben entfernteren 2Bälbern moft. 
nen. Tic Shlbung ihrer ^ugcnb ift it)re erfte Obliegenheit. 
Turd) Talent unb flcnntntffe fann icber föcbublicaner au ben 
erften SBürben beS (Staats gelangen, ©elebrtc trifft man aller- 
bingS nid)t fo häufig mie bei unS. 2luch bctrad)tcn bie Slmeri- 
eaner bie SBiffenfchaft nicht als 3\vcd, unb baS Sehen bloS als 
SWittel baau, aber an bractifchem, allgemeinem SBiffen ftrtb fic 
unS überlegen. Tic Slmericaner leben mehr auf ber (£rbe, mäh» 
renb bei unS bie halbe SDebölfcrung in höheren Legionen fchmebt. 

Ter Sdjarfblicf ber Semohner ber neuen SBelt finbet batb 
einen practifdjen ©ebanfen. Raum ift biefer ber Prüfung unter« 
roorfen, fo geht eS rafdj aur $anblung über. SBäbrenb bei unS 
nach reiflichem llcberlcgen, nach ^Beleuchtung ber Sache nach 
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MifofoMifäem, bann bom rein bürgerlichen ©tanbbunft auS. 
bcr ©egcnftanb nochmals in feinem ganjcn Unfange unb namcnt- 
lieft in Söerücfft<btigung feiner Solgen, einer Weiteren Prüfung 
unterworfen Werben foll. Unterbeffen jener feine ©cbanfen 
berwirfliebt bar, läuft ber ©eurfdjc noch gebanfenfebwanger 
herum. 

3<&. hatte 30 £age bei ©toner gewohnt, ba quartirtc id) mich 
bei bem Machbar ©igSbn ein, beffen §au§ mehr 2lbmecbSlung bot 
©eine gantilie mar grofe, bie beiben jungen SanbSleute sogen 
mich auch an unb babei lebte ich für baSfelbe (Mb weit beffer. 
$)em alten SDeutfcben gafylte ich $1 ben Xag wofür idi mit ihm 
SRadjtS fein SBüffelfell tbeilcn mufete, baS an 4 pfählen auSge- 
fbannt mar. £aS Örübftücf beftanb auS Kaffee, ober biclmebr 
gefärbtem SBaffer. $>aS Sflittageffen auS einer ©ubpe bon Korn« 
mcftl unb füfeen Kartoffeln, bann füfjc Kartoffeln mit aufgefoef)- 
tem getrorfneten ßcbfenflcifcb, beS SlbenbS aiemlid) baSfelbe. Sei 
SigSbb Satte ich für baSfelbe ©elb biel nahrhaftere unb febmaef- 
baftere ©peifen unb lernte bie ©itten, Oebräucfje unb Stnficbten 
ber $intermälblcr beffer fennen. SDie grau eraaljltc mir biel 
bon ben Slbentheuern bie fie mit ben ^nbianern unb wäbrenb beS 
SWejicanifcbcn Krieges beftanben hatte. 1829 mar ibr 2Rann 
ohne ©elb mit einem SBagen mit 2 ßebfen unb einigen ^ferben 
nach unb nach bis Berber gebrungen. ®ic meyieanifche Re- 
gierung gab ihm eine öegua (4444 Siefer) Sanb, WaS bis jum 
S'afjre 1835 alle Ginmanbcrcr erhielten. Gr fiebelte ftrf) barauf 
an, lieb bon ben wenigen bemittelten 9lufieblcrn einige Kühe, 
bie ihm auch Korn bis aur nächsten ©mbte borfeboffen, ihm über- 
haupt jebe #ilfe leifteten. 

SBigSbb War febr fleißig, febaffte ftd) felbft nach unb nach 
SBieb an, befifct einige hunbert Köpfe fo bafo er jefct, ba eS fein 
ßanb auf $5 — 10 ben Sief er fcbäfct, ein moblbabenbcr ÜRann ift. 
©eine ftarm liegt auf ber ©trafjc bon $oufton nach üttacogbocbej 
mnS ihm manchen ©aft unb manchen harten Xhalcr einbringt. 
Gr geftanb mir oft, bafc er jum aweiten 2Hale nidit baS harte 
forgenbolle Seben burchmachen fönne, waS er in ben 10 fahren 
feines SlufenthalteS in SteraS beftanben; aber jc&t fonne er ben 
Sohn feiner Mnftrengungen geniefeen, feinen Kinbcrn habe er 
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eine forgenfreie 3ufunft berettet. SSäbrenb beS merifanifdjen 
^ricgc§ mar er mit ollen roaffenfäbigen Männern im Selbe. 25ic 
SBciber linb föinber blieben allein aurütf. „damals maren mir 
auf baS Sditimmfte gefaxt," fagte mir bic ftrrau. „Die fämtlidjen 
^nbianer ber Umgegenb barrten ungebulbig auf eine SiegeSbot- 
fdjaft ber SKerifaner um unö unb unfere Slinber binjufdjlarfjten. 
2??and)c bon unö berftanben ibre Söradje unb bitten oft biefe 
Drobung auc ; fprccben bören. Sie formen fid) unfere Sage ben» 
fen, fte mar bcrameifelt. £a§ SBeib cineä §interroälbler3 roeife 
bie ©offen a" gebrandjen. SBir maren feft cntfdjtoffcn unfer 
2ebcu treuer a" berfaufen. Dem fealb Keffer aber maren mir 
Herfallen, ba§ mufeten mir, fobalb Santa 3tna einen Sieg über 
bie Srnaar unferer tapferen £e;raner babontntg. fam anbcrS. 
Unfere tapferen £eraner bernidnxten Santa 2Ina in ber glorei- 
dien Sdtfadjt am San 3>flcinto unb tonnten froblodenb auf bie 
Saroten &urütffcbrcn. Die ^nbianer berbieltcn fidj feitbem 
rubig au$ Surd)t. M $d) frug roarum nid)t menigftenS einige 
ber Wärmer anrütfgeblieben feien ium Sdmfce ber bülflofcn 
SBeiber? Da§ fpartanifdtc SBeib antmortete rafdj: „idj mürbe fei- 
nen 2)1 ann im #aufc bebalten, ber bem bebrängten Söaterlanb 
nidit au #ilfc eilt fobalb c$ in ftotb ift. Sir baben unfere grei- 
beit mit griinben belfen, mir bilben einen Xfy'il bc« Staates. 
Unfer unb untrer ftinber ßeben bing bon feiner (Srbaltung ab 
— fonnte ba ein Ginaelner, obne feine Gbre au berlieren, au- 
rücfbleiben, um $au$ unb #of au frfraten? I" SluSfbrüdje biefer 
?Irt borte id) öfter bon ben grauen alter tejanifeber Settier. QFS 
ift bie§ ein eigener Sdjlag SWcnfdJCtt, biefe ^ioneerä of tbe SBeft. 
(5ö gebt ibnen faft allen mie bem Weueral ©oonc, bem famofeu 
^säger unb erften Slnfiebler bc$ jefct fo blübenben unb bebolferten 
Staate^ ßenturfn. SBenn bie fein 93lorfbau§ umgebenben SBäume 
burd) fällen für Srennbola, mit ibren 3roeigen feine $ütte ntdbt 
ntebr berübrten — bann mar ibm ber SSalb fdjon an gelidjtet, bann 
brang er meiter gen äßeften in ben Urroalb ein. Sdjon floate 
$Mg$bn bie ftadjbarfdjaft näbme au febr au. 33alb förne einer, 
bann ein Mnbcrer ber einen Dienft geleistet baben roolle. Da- 
bei lic&cn fid) iefct Ceute nieber bie, meil fie beffere Äleiber unb 
feinere Sitten aus ben State« mitgebracht bätten, fid) mebr bünf- 
ten mie bie alten Settier, bie bod) bie ©rünber bon SeraS feien 
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unb ben neuen Slnfömmlingen ben SBeg gebahnt Ratten. 5Tuc!) 
nähmen bie 93ieb,t)crbcn fo gemaltig ju baft man fein cattle oft 
10 — 15 ÜRctlen in ber Stunbc fud)en müffe. Die Seuerjagben 
auf $irfd)e be$ Wafitä müfeten aud) cingeftcllt werben, ba fdjon 
mandjer Säger einen Ockfen ftatt eines $irfdje§ nieber gefdjoffen 
rjätte. ftura biefer SDJann ber nun ruljig unb im 2Bof)Iftanbe, 
ben Grtrag feiner form berjerjren tonnte, r)otte bie fefte 3tbftd)t 
nad) bcn fdjonen ^Jrairien be§ SSeftenS ju aicfjcn roo 100000 
Stüd 33icfi fid) frei bewegen formten. Gban§ ein 9?ad)bor 93ig§« 
bn'ö, ber mit ifjm bie Slnfieblung gegrünbet f)atte, 30g aud) fei- 
nem Sßicl) nad), tueftlid) bom 33raäoö. £fjc far SBeftl 2)a$ ift 
ßofung^roort ber $intermälblcr. $ort leben fie roieber unge- 
ftört allein, bie $agb ift ergiebiger, baS SBicb, berfäuft ftcb, nid)t 
unter ba3 bc§ 9?ad)barn unb bie fine breffeb labieä anb gcntlemen 
nero t>IantcrS from tr>c ©tateS beläftigen ben einfad) in Öeber ge- 
ffeibeten ^öarfroooböman nid)t mefyr. $5ic ©efafyr bie ib,m bie 
9tad)barfd)aft ber Sfabianer giebt, ftört ib,n nidjt. Sie bringt 
2Ibtoed)§Iung in fein Scben, unb er ift ja bon ^ugcnb auf au 
ben Umgang mit bcn 9totf)fjäuten gewöhnt. Sic früb, bic ftinber 
biefer ßcute mit bem Strogen bon SSaffen bertraut gemadjt mer- 
bcn unb baburd) fclbftftänbig unb männlid) locrbcn, mag folgen« 
ber SBorfaH beroeifen ber fid) mäljrcnb meinet STufentfyaltä ju- 
trug : 

Der 12'jäbrige <3ob,n be3 ^flanacrS 53enton fdjuttertc bie 
$U'td)fe um einen «"pirfd) ober £rutfjaf)n au fd)iefeen. Gr brang 
in baö Ditfid)t ein unb getoabrte einen ßeobarben. Cr fyatte nie 
cinesi biefer Xrjiere gefefjen, umfjte aber bafj fie febr gefäfyrlid) 
feien. Gr ftutjte einen ?{ugenblitf unb überlegte ob c§ nidjt gc« 
ratrjen fei auriirf 311 gefjen, al3 if>m fein ftolaeä ©efüfjl fagte 
bic ©efaljr 311 beftcf)cn. (?r brürfte loS. DaS £f)ier mar getrof' 
fen aber nid)t getöbtet. Grr bäumte fid) einige SWale auf unb 
ftüratc fid) bann auf ben jungen £5d)üfcen ber inamifdjen mit 
ftaltblütigfeit gdoben f)ütte unb nun bic ameite ftugel fo gut nadj 
bem Xbiere fanbte bafe e3 tobt ju Sfloben ftüratc. Der Sunae 
madjte fid) Seidjen an bie SBäumc unb fefjrte bann mit ber ®ic- 
ge8botfd)aft nad) §aufe. Der Öeoparbc murbc abgezogen unb baB 
gell unb ber ounQ* abroedjfelnb bemmtbert. Gr mar im SSertlje 
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aU SWenfd) bebeutenb gefttegen in ben ttugen bcr 33eiDob,ner bcr 
SBilbnife. 9Wit sterben lernt bic ^uflenb beiberlei ©efd)led)tS 
fcljr frül) umgefjcn unb es ßcmäljrt einen eigcntfnimlidjcn SCii- 
blicf bie 9Wäbd)en unb Sinabcn mit iljren Sutern nad) bcr ©djule 
reiten 31t fefjcn. 

©benfo ging e$ bon bcr Stnfieblung nad) SKongommcrt) bern 
countn feat, wo Sonntags ber (Sottcdbicnft abgegolten tourbc. 
5rau 33ig&bn unb iljrc 9iad)barinncn leiteten iljre ^ferbe ebenfo 
gut mie irgenb einer au§ bcr GabalTabc; ja ftc Ratten oft ein 
Slinb bor fid) auf bem ^Sfcrb unb nahmen Xfyeil an unfrem 
nmtfnriiUigen burdjeinanber leiten beim $cimrcitcn. $ic 
btancrinnen tonnen cö nod) beffer. Sic fifoen mic bie TOnner 41t 
^ferbe, unbefümmert ob it)rc aicrlidjen meift nadten Seine ben 
33efd)auer 311 33ctrad)tungcn beranlaffen. 2tuf bem dürfen tragen 
fic bäuftg einen ftorb aus SMnfen bon berfdnebenen Sarben nieb- 
Iid) gefIod)ten meldjer bie .$abfccligfeitcn ber Samilic ober aud) 
ein SUnb enthalten. 

Sagcnang nad) ^ouftoit. 

SWeine 93orrätb,e bom SRaid, ben id) in einem am 28ege ge» 
legenen blotftjoufc aufgefbeidjert bßtte, n>aren bebeutenb, nament- 
Iid) ba id) biete accebttrtc Slnmeifungcn auf fo unb fo biel florn 
bon bcn ^flanaern aufgefauft fjattc. damals rourbe roenig in 
Weib umgefefet. ei waren meiftenö £aufd)f)änbel bie ftattfanben. 
Sfuf 25 «öufdjcl Wate im SBintcr gegeben fonnte man meift eine 
3?erfd)rctbung für 50 auf bie nädjfte Grnbte erhalten, $ferbc, 
5Ieifd), 2$icf) unb STrbcitälobn unb bergleidjcn mürbe meift mit 
Arbeit befahlt. 9?ur bic SJcbiirfniffc bie man au8 ber §tabt au 
belieben f)attc lote ^ulber, $lci, ftaffee, 8"*er, SWoIIaffeS, SRefjl, 
OJefdjirre jeber 2(rt mufjten bar bejablt merben. Unb baljer 
rüftetcu bie ^flanjer häufig SBagcnaügc mit ©raetfgnifeen auS 
um foldjc in ftoufton au berfaufen unb bafür iljre SBinterbor- 
rätbc cinaufjanbcln. Gincm foldjen 3«flc fd)lofj id) mid) im Mo* 
bember 1839 an um in .ftoufton Slbne^mcr für meine 93orratf>e 
au finben oftne nötbig au baben fte bortb,in an Raffen, ©er 8"« 
beftanb au« bicr großen SBagen, jeber mit 6 Odjfen befbannt bie 
mit langen ^eitfdien gerenft mürben. fjatte mehrere Sage 
geregnet unb bcr Seg mar baljer fe^r fd)Ied)t bie creefS bebeu« 
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ienb angefdiroorien. Sangfam bemegre ftds bai Cdricnhibnrerf 
toormörtä. Sir gelangten am erncn £age nur nocfc Safe Crecf 
mo mir ju campieren beftblMien. .Qaum borten mir ^cucr ange- 
3Ünbet ba gofe in Strömen r-om Gimmel. S:r batlen 2*Jfirc 
burd) Tortmabrcnbc? ??a<früf uren b;c ^Icmnie jn crbal:er. G:r. 
cisfalter 9*orbminb blies« burrf> untre burdmäfeten ftlcibcr. ic bor 
mir fdmattcrnb baftanben. G* foücie bic ^flanjcr r ; de «Rübe 
bic Xbicrc bei cinanber 31t bebaltcn, benn roenn auch immer jirci 
Cdjfen ein 3od| tragen, fo miffen biefe Xbicrc ficb botb fo i:t 
bas Xirfidjt 311 Pcrfnctb.cn fobalb ein „norfber" fommi. befe es 
fdnrcr ift ftc mieber aufjufmben. Unier ben Sagen mar fein 
l'lTfc mebr 311 fudjen fo ftrömte es berab. Sir -teerten baber narfi 
fielen 33 er Hieben ein IecrftebenbeS berlaüenes ^locfbau? in 3?ranb 
um menigüen# nur cinfeifig Halte au leiben. ^>n Jcr^itbe ge 
Jjülfi, umgaben mir, uns ftete tjemmbrebenb, bas Jycutr. Grit 
nadj 9Jtttternad»t liefe ber Wegen nad> unb mir überliefen uns" 
aufammengefauert, ftfcenb bem SdMaf. 3Weine* $unbe£ muft 
idj ermahnen, ba er feinen trüberen Sdnnfenbicbita&I mieber gut 
madjte. Gr erfoäfjte ein fleines Scbmein melcbes mabrfdjeinli* 
ber frühere 9efifeer aurüd liefe unb rife c5. an ben Cbren gepadt, 
aufammen bis Salier i&tn mit bem dornte fnife ben Weit gab. 
Cbrnof)! mir fein Sola Ratten liefecn mir uns bod) einige Stufen 
beS Söratcns gut fdunerfen. 5d) meife nidjt mcldicr SRaffc mein 
Smnb angehörte. Gr mar Xiegerartig ftabjfarbig unb meife gc> 
Hedt, glattljarig unb mit einem ausgeaeidmeten ftebife berfeben. 
Gr böttc bie ©röfee eine«S gemö&nlidjen .§iil)ncrbunbc§, nur füracr 
gepadt. Xie größten Säue bielt er bei ben Cbren bis idj „lod" 
fommanbirtc. Heiner, aud) nidit ber gröfete feines ®efcbled)t#, 
fcatte ibn einaern je beftegen fönnen. Äuf einen Sinf ging er 
roütfjcnb auf jebe§ (9cfd)öpf los, auf boJ td> ibn bette, Ginen 
treuren ®efab,rten auf ber Steife fonnte id) nidjt haben. 3?tieb 
id) hinter bem Suge aurücf ober ftreifte id) abfeitö um 311 jagci-. 
fo mar er ein Iebenbigcr Zekarapb ber mir immer ben Scg mie-5. 
meine Gameraben mieber 3" finben. Gr lief au biefen bin. fam 
ben falben Seg aurüd* unb bellte bis id) bei ibm mar. darauf 
forengte er abermals fort unb micber&oltc bies bis id) mieber bei 
ifmen mar. Sudjte id) mein ^3ferb, meldjei anjar feiten meit 
bom ßager fiai entfernte, fo fagte id) nur w go anb Ioof for pont), 
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rofjere iö Dono," nnb balb fagte mir fein bellen bie Stelle an. 
Sur regelmäßigen vtoflb fonntc id) ifjn nid)t abrieten. (?r fjatie 
aroar eine ausjeidnutc Stafe, ftanb aber 9tid)tS, fonbern ging 
fogreid) auf SBiib ober (Scflügel loS. «Rur äufjcrft feiten fiubet 
man in 2fmerica SagMjtmbe, roie unfere in ©cutfälanb. ^dj 
J)örte öfter baf? fclbft bic Straften ber bon Guroba (ringefüfu> 
ten flänalid) entarten. Unfer 3ug Qing langfam bis Öergufon, 
roo roir bie SRadjt lagerten, .süeincr ber ^flanaer roollte biefen 
berrufeneu #erl aud) nur fbredjen. Sie benutzen fogar bie Senj« 
riegel sunt Sfeuermadjen um ifmi itjre 93erad)tung funb au tb,un. 
§ättc er fid) beflagt ober geroeljrt fo märe er roofjl gelijndjt roor» 
ben fein, in fo fdilcdrten Stuf ftanb biefer ©auner. 5tm nädjften 
£ag arbeiteten ftcb, bie SBagen burd) eine ^rairie bis mir in ber 
Slbenbbämmerung an ein fliefcenbeS SBaffer famen, baS au 
überfdjreiten unmöglicb, mar. 2)er anfaltenbe Wegen Ijatte I)ier 
ein Slüfedjen gebilbet, bafe im Sommer gänalia) auSgetrorfnet 
mar, jefet aber baljerraufdjte als roolle er 2HleS mit fid) fortreiten. 
3)ie Ufer maren mit bidjtem (Mebüfd) unb Ijotjen Säumen befebt. 
38ir lagerten am 9lanbe beS C9ef)öIacS in ber Sßrairie bei einem 
ermärmenben Sagerfeuer. S)ie §interroälbler meinten eS tonne 
aroet Stagc bauern efye baS SBaffer fid) Verläufen mürbe. Snbef* 
feu beratljf klagten fie fdjon beS StbenbS roie am nädjften SWorgen 
ein Uebergang au beroerfftelligen fei. SBalfcr fyatte mieber für 
einen ©raten geforgt. £ie Ähigel feiner guten 99üd)fe Ijatte einen 
racoon (2Safd)bären) erlegt, ber mic eine SlebennauS aus ge- 
fpretat am Seuer geröftet mürbe. JDfjne Sala fd)merfte er etroaS 
fabe, fonft mar baS Öleifd) gar nidjt übel. Balfer roar ein Ici« 
benfdjaftlid)er Säger, ber managen §irfd) erlegte unb oft in 93c- 
gleitung bon 5 — 6 STnbercn roie bie Snbianer toodjenlang bie 
obere ©egenb beS SöaraoS, 9iabafoto unb £rinibab burd)ftreifte. 
einmal überrebte er mid) Xfjeil an einer Sären- unb §irfd)iagb 
au nehmen, bie fid) bis au ben 2#ree SorfS beS £rinibab er. 
ftreden tollte, mar mit einem Sufjler Stufen, amei ^iftolen 
unb bem 93oroie fnife auSgerüftet, meine fabblebagS maren mit 
ÖebenSmitteln angefüllt, ba ftiefe id) au ben 7 Jägern, b\e in 
ßeber öon ftopf bis au Süfecn gefteibet, bie rifleS auf ben Sdjul> 
tern, iljre Spiere mit bled)crnen 33üd)fen bedangen, einige $ferbc 
mit Sßrobiant aur Seite, roie Dtäuber ber SBilbnife auSfaljen. 

429 



Digitized by Google 



S)eiitf<Q'Sinec:!a!iif<$c<Sef$f4t8blätter 

Steine ©rinfleiber maren tfoar teilmcife mit fieber befefct unb 
mein JRotf aus ©eberteen, aber man brobt)c$eite fd)on nad) ad)t 
Sagen mürbe id) mein Sleufjereö nid)t mefjr erfennen fo mürben 
mir bie Oeftrüpbc, baS 25idid)t unb bas naffe fjobe ®ra3 au« 
fefeen. SJier Sage burd^og id) quer burd) 28alb unb brenne 
ba8 ßanb, ba fingen fcfjon gefeen meiner ^nerbrcffibleä an mei- 
nen ©einen herunter. 9Wein ^ferb oerlor bie Gräfte, ba e3 nur 
©raS jur SRaljrung erhielt. Da feljrte ict> mit ben jungen 9ft< 
finS nad) SRontgommeru aurücf, nadjbem mir öiel jdjöneS unbe* 
baute« 2anb, aud) biel unb bielcrlei SBilb, nur feinen «ären 
gefefjen Ratten. Sie anberen famen erft nad) 3 9Bod)en Ijeim. 
$5aJ& 5ett bon 7 Söären, momit il)re 93üd>fen gefüllt maren, bie 
3ungen unb gelle unb biele #irfd)fellc bradjteu ifmen biel (Mb 
ein. 

©üffel Ratten fie atoar am SBeft gor! be3 £rinih) angetrof- 
fen aber feinen erlegt. SBalfer trug gemöfmlid), menn er in ber 
Umgegenb feiner form jagte, einen fdjreienb grünen £ew>id)rod, 
(blanfet coat) unb be&aubtete bafe bie $irfd)e burd) bie auffal« 
Ienbe garbe neugierig gemadjt, ftefjen blieben bis man nab,e ge- 
nug gefommen fei, fie ju fdnefjen. ^d) überzeugte mid) fefbft 
Ejierbon unb bie rotten unb grünen SRörfc fielen mir nid)t meö,r 
auf. Diefelbe SBirfung bringt 9?ad)t£ baS geuer berbor, bem 
fid) bie Stbjere bis auf ©dmfjmeite nähern. 

©od) jurüdf ju unferem Sager unb bem improbifierten glüfe- 
djen ba3 mir fo gern im JRücfen gehabt Ratten. 25e£ fommenben 
SWorgenÄ mar bie Stiefe nidjt mefyr fo bebeutenb. S9igSbb unb 
id) ritten auf ben Sßferben fnieenb burd). $>ie Cd)fen fonnten 
jebod) nur fdjmimmenb hinüber, ber 93oben ber SBagen mürbe 
bom SBaffer erreidjt unb oljne Hilfsmittel mar für biefe feine 
fcurdjfaljrt möglid). $iefe bractifdjen 2Rcnfd)cn überlegten nidjt 
lange. ®d)nell mufeten fie Statt). 2>ie 2t*t fel)It bem Slmeri- 
faner nie auf Steifen. Sdmell mürben einige lange $äume ge« 
fällt unb nadjbem bie SBagen in** SBaffer geaogen, auf jeber 
©eite unter bie 2Td)fe gefdjoben, ba ba3 borbere ©efoann fdjon 
baJ Ufer erreid)t blatte alä bie anberen 93eiben nod) febmimmen 
mu&ten, mürbe biefeÄ rafdjer angetrieben unb bie SSagen, bie 
nur einen STugenblitf im tiefen SBaffer fid) befanben, mürben auf 
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biefe aBeife thcilmeife getragen unb fämtlid) glürflid) hinüber ge- 
fchafft. UeberoII ftanb SBaffer in ben ^rairicn unb oft mußten 
10 Dchfen borgefbnnnt merben um ben eingefunfeneu Sagen 
au$ ben berfumbften Stellen tjerau3au3iehen, fo baß mir erft am 
4tcn Mbenb cor $oufton anlangten. 3d) märe gern borauö ge- 
ritten, hatte aber mein Otebäcf beim 3uge unb mollte auch feine 
Gelegenheit unbenufet laffcn um ba$ £eyauifche Öeben Don allen 
Seiten fennen au lernen, baher untermarf id) micf), ma§ gar 
nicht nöthig mar allen Strabafeen unb Entbehrungen, bie iebe 
2agc in bie id) mid) freiroinig berfefete mit fid) bradjte. ^a icb 
mufe fogar befennen bafj mir bieg Öeben boller Ungemad), boller 
neuen (Jrfcheinungen, im ©egenfafo au bem alltäglichen, über« 
cibilifterten aufagte unb mir öfters ben (ftebanfen braute mir tu 
£eya8 eine 3ufunft 311 grünben. $ch (tanb mit bem einen 93et:s 
in ber alten, mit bem anberen in ber neuen SSelt. ftür mid) 
mar bie ftrage burd»au§ nirfjt entfdjiebcn, mo id) mid) nieber* 
laffeu joUte. Wem Haler, ber meinen ÜRutb, lobte, als id) ihm 
meinen 2Sunfd) äußerte nad) 9Jem S)orf 311 reifen, fd)tug mir 
balb nad) meiner 3lnfunft bafelbft bor, ba inamifdien bie fdileäV 
teften SPeridjte über amcrifanifd)e 3uftänbe nad) Guroba gelangt 
maren, aurücf sufefjreu unb in fein Wefdjäft einautreten. %ii 
meigerte mid) aber, ba id) 2lmerifa, biefeä für (Juroba fo J)öd>ft 
mid)tige Sanb, nidjt bertaffen mollte ohne e3 grünblid) fennen 
gelernt au haben. Dies ift in ben Seeftäbten allein burdjauS 
nicht möglich, aud) ift es nid)t fertig au bringen, meun man nur 
eine Öuftreife burd) baS Sanb unternimmt, mie unfere dürften, 
menn fie ftch über ben 2Bof)lftanb ihrer Untcrthanen überaeugen 
moUen. Die Slufcenfeitc bicler Dinge lehrt nid)t immer ben inne- 
ren Suftanb fennen. SBcr baher ftetö gemohnt ift, 9UIeS unb 
5lllc nad) bem äufteren Scheine au beurtheilen mirb häufig gc- 
täufdjt merben 3- 33- in Seaug auf bie 2lu$manberung bahin. 

gärten bie SKeiften ber 9luömanberer einen begriff bon bem, 
ma§ fie in ber neuen SSelt ermartet, ihre überfbannten ^becn 
bon fchncll au geminnenben 9teid)thümern, ihre Träumereien bon 
einem ibt)llifd)cn ßeben in ben Urmälbern mürbe fd)minbcn, aber 
an beren Stelle mürbe ber fräftige ©ntfdjlufe treten, alle #inber- 
niffe au überminben, aber auch bie Sufriebenheit mit ber ©emifj- 
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beit eines langfameren, aber fixeren SBormärtSfommenS. 2Bie 
man au3 ber Skrgangenbeit nur au gern nur bic fdjöncn ©tun* 
ben 5urürfruft, fo überfielt man in ber Brunft nur au Icidjt bie 
Steine bc§ 2lnftofeeä unb malt fid) lauter fiiebe3 unb OluteS bor. 
2Tber bic 2SirfIid)feit lüftet beu Sdjteier unb Xäufdmng ift nie 
berfdjmetternber als bätte man unbemufet ba£ fianb ber 93er* 
beifeung betreten unb bätte bort erft bic SBabrbeit erfabren. 3dl 
nenne c£ ein 33erbred)en, burd) fdjöne $8efd)reibungen, bie bie 
üftadjtfeiten meiben, ÜJienfdjen aus ibrer $eimatb 3U lorfen aber 
ein ebenfo grofeeä llnred)t begeben bie, bie nur einseitig maren, 
obne bic 93oraüge be3 ßanbc§ anauerfennen, unb um bie 311m 
SfuSmanbern feft <5ntfd)loffenen in bie beinlidrften S^eifcl gu 
bergen ftatt ibnen mabrbaft SRatb 31t ertbeilen. 

SSer einen Schritt für'S ßeben tbut, ber mufe Seit unb (Selb 
nid)t ftfjeuen um au§auftnben mobin er fdjrcitet unb ma§ er bort 
au erroarten fjat. S5ie§ beroieS mir namcntlid) ber 9rnfieblung§< 
plan beä £)r. @d). ber im SBinter 39 auf 40 bon ftem 9)orf auS 
mit einer Srnaafjl 2tu§manbcrer auf ber 53rig 9iortb in ©alöefton 
Ianbete unb barauf in §oufton anlangte mo id) (Megcnbeit batte, 
bie SMeiften ber getauften ßanbsleute rennen 31t lernen. SBeber 
ber STnfübrer nod) einer feiner Segleiter mar je in £era§ ge= 
mefen. $en ßopf bollcr Crmbübungen, in beu £afd)en menig 
(Mb, glaubten biefc Beute e£ fei nur nötbig bie bon ber JRc- 
gierung bemilfigten 320 9(cfer au erroerben um fein ®lücf 311 
madjen. ^n meldjer ©egenb fie fid) nieberlaffcn mollten mar 
nod) nidjt entfdjieben. deiner tyatte ein felbftftänbigeS Urtbcit 
über bie 93erbältniffe beS ßanbeS beSbalb jeber begierig auf bic 
9tatbfd)Iäge, bie tbeilS au8 ©elbftfudjt, tbeilä au§ Stbeiluabnic 
ben neuen Slnfömmlingen reidjlid) 3U t^eil mürben. SBar auf 
<See unter ber SErubbe fdjon Uneinigfeit au§gebrod)en, fo nabm 
biefe jefct erft reäjt überbanb. 2>ic ©efellfdjaft ging aus einan 
ber. ginige gingen an ben mittleren ©an ^acinto auf menig 
frud>tbareS bom falten lieber beimgefutbteS fianb. m waren 
meift #anbmerfer, bie nie ben *ßflug ober bie 3trt in ber $anb gc 
fiabt batten unb niebt bittet genug befafeen big 3ur nädjfteu 
(£mbte 8" leben. STOebrere fielen ben (Sntbebrungen 3um Dpfer, 
STnbere festen im (Slenb nacb, $oufton a"rüd. 93on benen bie 
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an ben Söra^oS gebogen roaren, famen aud) 3?iele in§ Unge. 
niad). Ginigc ftarbcn balb. $>n .Qoufton blieb eine 2ln3al)l 311« 
riirf, bie auf i()r #anbmerf geftü^t fid) burdjfdjlugen. 2lud) bau 
ifjnen famcn mehrere in beramcifelte ^erfjältniffe. 

Dr. Sd). ein fonft fel>r tüditiger Üftann, hatte cö gemifj gut 
gemeint, (fr fcfctc ein Vermögen bei biefer fet)lgefd)Iagenen 
Unternehmung 311 unb f ehrte unt>crrid)teter Dinge in bie 93er« 
einigten Stauten jurürf, mo er in Marion am £>l)io al£ tücfjtigcr 
STrit fid) balb eine neue fiaufbafjn fd)uf. 

28ie man gemöhnlid) für feine üttifegriffe eine Gnifdjul« 
bigung fud)t fo mufete auch %^xaä alle 93erantroortung für bie 
biefen blinben Ginroanberern entftanbene üftotl), auf fich nehmen. 
Seber einaclne Unglüdfäfall, ben bie ßeute nur ihrem eigenen 
Unberftanb 3U3ufd)reiben Ratten, trug basu bei ben guten Stuf 
be§ fonft fo fegenSreidjen Ze%a& 3U fchmalern. §ätte biefer her- 
ein einige praftifdje ßeute auf gemcinfdjaftliche Soften nad) ber 
jungen ffiepublif gefdjicft um im Sßcrein mit Sachfcnnern eine 
gute Stredc SanbeS in gefunber ©egenb au$3ufuchen, meldjeS in 
allen 9iid)tungcn in SKaffe 3U haben mar; Ratten fid) erft Einige 
barauf angefiebelt unb ben Slnberen 93al)n gebrochen, fo mar ein 
(Mingen beä Unternehmens felbft mit geringen Mitteln borauS« 
3ufel)cn. Der gröfete Streif be§ inneren ÖanbeS ift gefunb unb 
fchr frudjtbar, namentlid) ber SBeften. Die Deutfdjen Stnfiebler 
am unb Gumminö Grecf, bei Sa ©ränge unb in 3Ront« 
gommero So., lieferten ben Söeroeiö bafe ein tüchtiger 2Rann mit 
2(uebauer hier ein forgenfreieS Öeben grünben fann. 

(?ine gans befonbere Wücfficfjt bei berartigen Stnficblungä* 
Plänen ift barauf 3U nehmen eine aufmerffame 3Bat)l ber 5£heil- 
nehmer 3U treffen, ba ein räubigeS <3djaf bie gan3e §erbe ber» 
berben fann. ©emöfmlicb, machen gerabe bie Untauglichften, bie 
«Jaulften, bie, bie unter bie 3<ujl beS ©Iüdäritter gehören, bie 
meiften 2(nfprüd)e unb ftiften am elften Unfrieben. 9(ud) mar e8 
ein fühneS Unternehmen ber 9tero Dörfer ©efellfdjaft, auf bie 
Strafte bon ©chneibern, Schuftern, 3ucferbäcfcrn, Sattlern unb 
Watern bertraucnb, bie 2Iu§rottung be3 UrroalbeS unternehmen 
3u mollen. (r§ befanben fid) nur menige babei, bie an Strferbau 
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unb harte Arbeit gemöhnt maren. Unb ©olche finb e£ gerabe 
benen ein Sortfommen in Serag am leichtcften roirb. 

Der ©ifc ber «Regierung mar na* Stuftin am Golorabo ber- 
legt morben. 2)a3 ßapitol in .§oufton ftanb baher leer. Die 
©tabt räumte e3 miliig aU einftmeiligen Aufenthaltsort für bie 
Deutfchen ©inmanberer ein. 

2Bir älteren Seyaner ftatieten ben ßanbsleuten öfter iöefucb, 
ob, tfjeilä um ihnen mit 9lath an bie $anb au gehen, theilä um 
bie Unterhaltung einiger liebenämürbigen Stäbchen au geniefeeu 
bie fict) barunter befanben. Cbfdmn mir e$ aufrichtig gut mein- 
ten mit biefen getäufdjten (rinmanberern, maS fie au fböt ein» 
fahen, fo fud)te ihr burcb, ben Sßangcl eigenen Urtheil§ bermehr« 
teS Sftifjtrauen hinter jebem 9tath einen eigennüfeigen 3mecf, bie 
gewöhnliche Sfolge mar auch t)\ev, baft fie fpätcr in faljche £änbe 
famen. ^m Gfapitol mohnte um biefe 3eit ein 3ßr. ffihite, ber 
eine fd)öne, liebenämürbige Slboptibtochter, 9Wif$ Carter bei fich 
hatte, DiefeS SWäbchcn fam mit ihren ©Item im 9ten £ahr aus 
ber 93afellanbfchaft nach Slmerifa. 9cad) menigen fahren murb.» 
fie SBaife unb mürbe bon 9ßr8. SBtjitc au $inbe$ftatt angenom- 
men, ©ie fprach baS ©eutfehe nur noch fe^r unbollfommen, 
freute fich aber ftetS bon ihrer Schroeia etmaä au hören, unb mar 
überglürflich, ald ich ihr einige Slnfichtcn au£ frifher'3 romantic 
©roifcerlanb berehren fonnte. Die SImerifaner lieben ben beut- 
fchen ©efang fehr unb beSfmlb mürben mir öfters cingelaben 
in ber ^familie SBfnte ben Slbenb a" berbringen unb ein Sieb 
boraurragen. SWife Carter tyatte ächt beutfcheS SBlut in fich unb 
tanate leibenfehaftlich gern unb mährenb £heobor 9Willer bie ^rlöte 
blied matten mir nach ©traufcfchen unb fiänbler UMobieen auf 
ber SJeranba be£ (£apitol£ bon £era£ herum. DiefeS auSgeacidV 
nete STCäbchen mürbe bie grau beS Stfr. Stilen, «efifeer einer 
Damj>fmühle in §oufton, unb reicher Öänbereien unb s 3aublä&c. 
S<h logierte mich mieber im Giro $oteI ein, mo man ftets an- 
genehme ©efeüfchaft fanb, ba e3 ba3 §auptgafthau* in .§oufton 
mar. STbenbS begab man fich nach ÄVefetcrö Slrcabe, mo bie 
Sßotabeln ber <Stabt einen brinf nahmen, unb mo mir Deutfchcn 
regelmäßig awfammen famen. Die Slugöburger Slllemeine, unb 
amei amerifanifchc Deutfchc Seitungen mürben hier gehalten. 
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?Iud> bcranftaltete .§err ftefeler bäufig mufifalifdje Unterbaitungen 
benen aud) ber matfere ^flonacr Grnft bon m\U Greef öfter bei- 
mobntc. SDMjrere «illarbä, amei *h,cater — baö Wte bei Gar 
Tos, ein neues auf bem Warft ein SBadisfigurencabinet bot bcnen, 
bic fid) Iangtoeilten, Unterhaltung. Sie ^erbeerungen bcS ftic 
bcrS maren bergeffen, nad) beenbetem Wejdjäft anb fieb jeber ber 
Öreubc l)in. 

flnSflttg «m bie «kiljna^t^fit 1839. 

SHor 2Bcib,na(f)ten riefen mid) meine ßorngefd)äfte toieber 
nad) äWontgommerb. 2(uf ben febon bcfdjriebenen SBegen ge- 
langte icb, au ©toner, bei bem icb bieSmar mieber einfebrte. Cr 
mar febr bergüngt barüber unb crgöfctc mid) bafür burd) Gr- 
aäblen feiner Abentheuer mätjrenb beS fbanifdien 3tflbauge3. 
SWeine beiben ^rlänber, bie ftd) bis jefct in ber Ulnfieblung fyerum« 
getrieben Ratten, fanb id) ^icr roieber. Das $orn roeldjeS id) 
nid)t ?(Ue§ in #ouft on beräufjern fonnte, berfauftc id) an fic. 
SWit ibren beiben SBagen fdiafften fie e§ nact) auf ben SWarft unb 
batten einen fdjöncu ftufeen babon. 

®en Gfjriftabcnb brad)tcn mir bei otoncr febr einfad) 
2Bir fpradjen Diel bon S)eutfd)Ianb unb id) Ia3 ibm bcutfdje ®e« 
bidjtc bor. ^6) mar in (ftebanfen bei meinen Gltern unb ©e> 
fdjluieftern am SJljein! Gleroift badjten fie meiner, aber roie tonn- 
ten fie ahnen mie unb too id) biefen freubereidien Jfamiftei'tofl 
berrebte. 

£)ie 5fmerifaner laffen all biefe fdjonen Scfttage borüber 
gefjen, ungefeiert, ©elbft bie 9?euiahr8nad)t. S)ie5 brofatfdje 
ßeben gefiel mir nid)t. ^d) fdjmiebetc ben ^(an biefen Sßalb- 
menfdjen neue ©enüffe au bereiten; id) rooHte nidjt in melandje- 
Iifd)cn Träumereien berfunfen mid) auf bem 3Hiffelfell mälaen, 
mäljrenb gana Deutfdtfanb jubernb, tanaenb, trinfenb unb füffenb 
fid) freute, roieber ein 3af)r glürfüd) überftanben an faben unb 
SlIIcö nod) glüdlid) beim Slltcn au finben. 

£m ©allop fbrengte id) in Begleitung eines SWitberfdjroo' 
renen nad) bem 4 üfteilcn entfernten SWontgommerb um fo biel 
<5d)nab$ a" taufen als unfre fabblcbagS tragen tonnten. SNit 
$4 = 10 ©ulben unb guten ©orten, gelang e8 mir, bon 2Rr. 
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(Shcbherb, bem einigen, ber bamalS einen flcinen ÜBorratb, be* 
nieberträchtigen ^u\eU befnft, 311 erfaufen, tmb glütflid) ein 3kr- 
binbungSmittel ber menfdilichen ©cfellfdmft in meinem 93efifc 311 
haben. Ter alte Stoner mürbe mit einem £runf eingeweiht unb 
beorbert bie Wanner ber s Jiad)barfchaft, mit QJemehren unb ^Sul- 
ber berfehen bei mir 311 berfammeln. 55er (Schulmetfter (?banS, 
bie beiben ©achten, alle halfen merben. $>aS ßofungömort für 
ben 2lbenb mar ©djnabS. 32ie ein 3oubermort mirfte bie Äuä* 
ficht auf ein ©Iä£d)cn beS lang entbehrten, unnennbaren tJufelS. 
2113 mir in genügenber 9ln3al)l beifammen maren, liefe id) ben 
ftrug bie ftunbe machen. S)ie (Stimmung mürbe günftig; irf) 
eröffnete mein SBorhaben, cS fanb Hnflang. SBenn cS gilt eine 
iSrolic, eine ©free, 311 beranftalten, fo fehlen bie Xejancr nie. 
(SS mar mohl 11 Uhr beS iftachts ba rücften mir auS nachbem 
mir fcharf geloben hatten. 93on farm ging eS 3« fann, bei jeber 
grü&ten mir mit Peloton Seuer, fobafe bie $unbe heulten, bie 
©ewohner erfdjrafen unb nad) ben SBaffen griffen um ben nächt- 
lichen UeberfaH absuroehren. StlS 3eid)en beS Kriege« reichte 
ich bem Raubte ber gamilie ben Strug unb erflärte, melchcm 
hohen Sfugenblicfe fte biefe Äanonabe 3U berbanfen hörten. ©S 
hielt aber fchroer biefen ungläubigen (Seelen begreiflich 3" machen, 
bafe biefer Oebrauch bem friegerifchen ©eifte ber SDeuifchen ent- 
fbrie&e. 

2)er lefcte 93efud), benn er follte momöglich recht lange 
bauem, galt bem meilanb ©üchfenfehmieb, fbäieren tapferen £>f« 
fijier beS SreiheitSheereS, jefcigen «Senator Senton unb feinem 
nieblichen, fchüchternen, liebenSroürbigen SEöchterchen. (Sie fam 
täglich 3U bem alten (Sioner um frifdjeS Xrinfmaffer 8u holen, 
unb id) hatte meine ^freube baran mich mit bem einfachen fchönen 
Sßaturftnbe 3U unterhalten, ba§ trotj feiner 15 ^ahre fo befchei- 
ben roürbeboll unb felbftftänbig auftrat, $hre gan3C (Srfcheinung, 
ein (Strahl aus ihren riefbunfeln Stuge, bann mieber bie <£in- 
brürfe ber überfchroenglich retchen ftatur, Stile« bereinigte fi(h 
um auch ben ^rofaifchften boerifch 3U ftimmen. 

®eS (Senators 8orm lag 3roifchen Säumen auf einer fleinen 
Sln^öhe, in bem fpifeen SBinfel melchen bie 2Bege smifdjen 2TCont- 
gomerto unb $oufton bilben. es mar fetjon ERitternacht als mir 
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un£ bcr fttllcn SSBohnung näherten. Stein Äienhola gellte bie 
matte flamme beS STaminfcuerS auf, ein Seiten bafo fich bie 
Söemohner aur 9rufje begeben Ratten. #ier mufete etroaS Söefon- 
bercS gefchchen. 3*) fd)lug 3 Salben bor: eine bem pairi« 
otifchen Vertreter bcr Öraffrfjaft; eine bem tapferen ftrieger unb 
eine bem £od)terlein. Unfcre Schar hatte fich bermehrt ba bon 
jeber garm bie mir bcfud)t Ratten fich einige anfehtoffen. DaS 
erfte geuer brad)te SHIcä in Shifruhr: Die ftinber fdjrieen, bie 
#unbe fingen an, bcr Colone! mar im 3lu, bie ©üchfe in bcr 
$anb im §ofraum. ©in breimaligeä §urrah beruhigte icm, bcr 
fd)on Snbiancr ober 9ttcrifancr bermutljetc. 9?od) 2 mal unter- 
brachen tnir bie ©rille ber flacht, bann nahmen mir feine Gin- 
Iabung an unb ftanben 15 üßann hoch, unier feinem gaftlidtjen 
Dach. Das treuer mürbe gefdjürt unb mabrhaftig, beim Scheine 
beS ftienhoraeö nahm fid) bie Skrfammlung fo bunt, roilb unb 
romantifd) au§, bafe 3Ille8 in eine fröhlich begeifterte Stimmung 
berfefct mürbe, Die §au£frau holte einen $irfd)fd)infen, baS 
Töchterchen badtte einen SJtaiSfuchen unb mir fpenbeten bie noch 
übrigen jmei «rüge Sdjnapö. 9cad)bem mir einen Schlurf auf 
baS Sohl be§ ÖanbcS genommen hatten, erflärten mir bem 
Golonel bafe mir nicht manfen nod) meidjen mürben bis ber Iefcte 
Tropfen über unferc Sippen gefloffcn märe. „Dem meifj ich 
ttath bobS! 2Bir haben Gier, hei&eS SBaffcr ift auch balb be- 
reit; lafet und eggerb brauen, ben berfdjmähen auch bie labieS 
nicht 1" ©efagt gethan; ein S)ut»cnb gcfchlagener Gier, 3ucfer, baS 
nöthige SBaffer unb unfer Sritfcl lieferte ein ®etränf bei bem 
mir bie Stacht in fröhlichster Stimmung anbrachten. Grft bei 
Tagesanbruch lehrten mir jurücf nad) unferen jerftreut Iiegcnbcn 
SBobnungcn. 2fllc maren mit bem Stblauf meiner quecr notion 
aufrieben unb erflärten, ich fei „9f $cll of a Dutchman." 

Sn $oufton hatte ich mein Sttiffiffippi $ferb für $250 Tera- 
nifdje Dollar beräufjert, mogegen ich bon 5«wnb ßemenbagen 
ein grofeeS flüchtiges Sleitpferb einhanbelte. DiefeS Thier hatte 
baS SUimafieber, bem bie meiften eingeführten $ferbe unter- 
roörfcn finb. ich bei Stoner anlangte mar e8 fehr abge- 
mattet unb nahm aufehenbö ab. Die §aut fafj ihm faft auf ben 
SRippen e8 mollte feinen SKaiS mehr treffen unb litt an 93er- 
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ftopfung. Der ^flanacr CrDanS behauptete, er fenne bie ÜvanV 
fieit, baö ^icr litte on ben „boofä" unb er tonne biefe fjeilcit. 
5d) führte baä ^Sfcrb nad) feiner farm. (5r brebte bem 23)ier 
einen Strirf um bie Oberlippe fo bafe e£ nid)t burd) bie 9?afe 
atbmcn fonnte unb ftillftaitb. (?iuer l)ieft cä beim Sdimeif fo 
baft e* fid) nidjt mel)r regen fonnte. (Jbanä 30g oermittelft einer 
Sflabel au§ ben StugenbÖOIen eine fpedige 5P?affe roie $irn, bie 
tr mit bem tfcbcrmcffcr gcfrfiicft ablöftc. darauf füllte er Sal3 
in bic muubc Stettc, bat? bn$ Xhier gemaltig ftbbnte unb, frei* 
geraffcn, nirf)t tiom SIccf »wollte, (rr riet!) mir unter ba$ SSaffer 
coppcraS (Vitriol) au mifdien, bann mürbe bie Srefjluft fdion 
mieber fommen. $di fonnte in biefem 3uftanb ba3 ^ferb nidtf 
brausen, unb bcrtaufditc c3 gegen 50 Sßufbel froeet potatoeä au 
(TbaS. ^omifd), unb biefe mieber für ein junges 3-jaf)rige3 tera« 
nifdieä %Merb uon SPigsbti, meld)c3 nodj frei in ber ^rairic her- 
um lief. Die au* bem bereinigten Staaten eingeführten Staffen 
mit Sluönabme ber 2lpcIoufa£ ponieS, müffen alle, fobalb mau 
fic anftrengt mit 9Wai§ gefüttert merben. Die tcranifdjen ^ferbe 
bagegen, meld)e au§ mcrjfaniidjcn Stuten unb amerifanifdjen 
«Öengften gebogen merben, biö 311m britten, feierten Satire in ber 
^rairie bleiben, fönnen bei bloftcr OJrafjfürterung befteben. CPi« 
folmcS ^ßferb mar ba$ ©raudibarftc für mid). Seine Unterftal- 
tuug bei $oufton auf ber ^rairie foftetc 9*id)t3 unb auf ben 
langen Reifen im Innern mar e$ tooit grofter 2luebaucr. 3Sir 
iagten ben ganzen Xag in ber $rairic berum unb mufjten adn 
^ferbc in bie pen treiben, um baä für mid) beftimmte 0111511- 
fangen. 6« mar eine fdimcre Aufgabe biefcä milbe Xbicr 311 
bänbigen, mir bcrfudjtcn 2lIIcs um c3 511 „breaicn" mic bic Slmeri- 
fancr c§ nennen. Unb mafjrlid} cd ift aud) niditS 2fnbcrc§, benu 
ber cMc 30?utb, baS <$cuer biefer Sprößlinge ber ©ilbnife mirb 
ifjncn benommen burd) bie bemütrjigenbfte SBebanblung. (?inc fpa« 
nifdie Sdjlinge um ben ftopf, an einem langen Strirf gebalten 
mürbe cS unbarmberäig genauen um e§ 311m SSormärtSgebcu 
ju bringen. SllleS umfonft, eS übermarf ftd) mehrere 2TCaIc. Da- 
rauf beftieg e§ ein 9Jcger, flog aber ebenfo fdmell berunter. ^ett 
30g man c§ mitteilt bc§ Striefen mit ber ftafe bicfjt an einen 
SJaum um iljm ben fpanifdien Sattel aufaulegen. ^efet ftieg 
ber SRegcr mieber auf, peitfdjte unb fpornte e$, roäbrenb immer 
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an bcm Stria* gesogen rourbc bis ein abermaliges Ueberfdjlagcn 
folgte unb ber Sattelfnopf brad). 55er Sdjroarac fiel glücflid)er' 
roeife auf bic Seite. Durd) baS eroige Surren unb 3ieben war 
baS 2()icr Fopffdjeu gemadjt unb ging gan& gut als roir eS nad)- 
ber aroifrfjen jroci alte ruljige ^Jferbc nabmen unb ibm bie 3"gcl 
liefeen. 

Drei Xage nadjbcr, in ben erften 3£agcn bcS Januar 1840 
unternabm id) auf beut dürfen biefer neuen Slcquifition bic 9tü\I- 
reife nad) #oufton für rocldjcS Unternebmcn i(b bart bü&cn 
imtfctc. 51 n jeber auffallenben Stelle nötigte midj baS ftörrige 
Oicjdjöpf ibm iu fdnneidjeln, eS au treiben, absteigen, bis eS ge- 
lang borroärtö a" fommen. $>eS SluSfdjlagcnS, ScifeenS unb 
StillftebenS rourbe bie Söeftie gar nid)t mübe. SBer je bic in. 
tereffantc Untcrbaltung mit einem ftörrigen SWaulefel auf einer 
Weife ju ber man nid)t biel 3eit a u berroenben bat, genofe, fann 
fid) eine 3bec madfjen roaS id) auSftanb, bis idj SfbenbS ftatt unter 
Obbad) am Spring Grcef 16 2RciIcn babon an einem 93ad)c gc 
aroungen mar Ouartier ju madfjen. 

@Iürflid)crroeife entbielten meine fabblebagS etroaS ßebcnS« 
mittel, $d) maebte nad) alter ©croobnbeit geucr an, nadjbcm 
mein Cuälgcift an einem ßaffo befeftigt mar, unb fodjte mir in 
meinem £rinfgefäf$ aus SJiaiSbrob, trodfenen fölcifd) unb roben 
froeet potatocS eine Suppe. $aS SBetter mar fdjon ben ganaen 
£ag unrubig, trübe unb feudjt; iefct aber erbob fid) ein Sturm 
roic id) ibn in einem Salbe nie erlebt. @S fdjien als ob ein 
bö*er (Seift burd) bie ßüftc baberbraufte um ben uralten gorften 
bie (^lieber a'u bredjen, fo ftüraten bic bürren fronen ber Vete- 
ranen beS UrroalbS aufammen. (?S mar ein Äradjen, ein 3if<ben 
unb ©raufen, unicrmifdjt mit cinaelnem #eulcn unb ftobnenben 
Zonen ber aufgefdjeuebten Xbicrroelt, als ob ber ®ott ber Statur 
ein fcbrccflidjeS OJeridjt balten roollte. ^d) mar burd) bic (Fr 
aäblungcn ber «ftintcrroalbtcr borftd)tig gemadjt, bic mir mandjeS 
^cifpiel anfübrten roic ÜJienfdjen unb Sü&ierc burd) berabfallcnbc 
53numäfte ibr ßeben berlorcn batten. ÜRein ^ßferb, baS aitternb 
baftanb, banb id) fura an einen bidfen Saum, id) felbft lebntc 
mid) gegen einen bieten Stamm, meinem #unbc a"*" Seite, ber 
oft crfdjrorfen auffprang roenn ein 9lft neben unS aur Grbe praf- 
feite. ! 
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SRadj einer halben (Stunbe liefe ber Drfan nad). Sbm folgte 
ein fd)üttenber JRegen. $>d) jog glcid) als ber Sturm begann bas 
§ol& aus bem Reiter um feinen ameiten SBalbbranb $u erleben; 
jeöt fam bas SBaffer meiner 2?orficf)t 31t #ilfc unb Iöfri)te bie 
Ickten glimmenben Stollen. Tic 9Jad)t umgab mid), es mürbe 
bitter falt, meine £crfc, mein 2TCcrican ManFct, hatte id) in <§oufton 
gelaffen. $d) war fdmclt burdmäftt, in meinem STCantelfatf 
fdjroamm bas SBaffer. 9?id)ts mar treefeu geblieben, meber 
^Jiftolen, Seuerjcug ober $emben. SKit bem $obf im 'Sattel, 
ben ßeib im SSaffer, lag id) ba unb [teilte ^etradituugen au, 
über bie berfdjiebenen ffiubcbläfcc, bie mir bas Sdjirffal in mei- 
nem fieben fd)on auserforen hatte. SERein #unb berlor fid) brei- 
mat in'* 2)irfid)t um ©djutj ju finben, feljrte aber immer mieber 
aurüd fomie bie SBölfc anfingen 31t beulen. 

Soldbe Entbehrungen allein au tragen, ift mirflid) hart. 
#at man einen ©efäbrten fo flagt man bei jeber ©elegenbcit, 
unb roenn man l)ört bafj es ihm itictjt beffer gebt, tröftet man 
fid) bamit. 2118 aber mein fonft fo treuer $unb mid) berlicfj 
übermannte mid) auf einen StugenblidE bie Sd)roäd)c. 5sd) 30g 
eine parallele jmifdien meiner jefcigen ßebensmeife unb meiner 
früheren unb hätte beinahe ben @ntfd)Iufe gefafet SCejas 31t ber« 
Iaffen, nid)t bebenfenb meldje Stube, metdjen ©enufe mir fbater 
all biefe Erfahrungen bereiten mürben. Raum graute ber 2ftor. 
gen, ba rerfte id) meine fteifen ©lieber unb ging bor 9*äf|c unb 
#ältc aitternb in bas „canebreaf" um mit meinem Söomie fuifc 
SRohr, ein beliebtes ^ferbefutter, für mein $ferb 31t fdmeiben. 
Seuer fonnte id) nid)t mannen ba fetbft bas ^ulber nafj gemorben 
mar, unb id) mufete mein Sfrühftücf bon aufgemcidjtem Sftaisbrot 
beftreiten. 25er ftorbminb mufete meine Kleiber am ßeibe troef- 
nen. 

2)er SBeg lag bollcr STefte fo bafe id) mieber biele Sßotb, mit 
bem ermübeten Sßferbe hatte, ©egen 5 Uhr fam id) fd)on an 
bem 93torfhaus am (Spring Greef borbei. 2>er Uebergang burdi 
bas angefdimoÜene SSaffer ging beffer roie idi glaubte, $(dj banb 
ben ßaffo I08 unb ging über einen 3?aumftamm ber über bas 
Örlü&cben gelegt mar; bas $ferb fdjien gern in's tiefe Sßaffer 311 
gehen, mahrfd^einlith in ftolge bon Uebermübung unb fdjmamm 



rubig hinüber. Die $rairie bie faft of)ne Unterbredmng bon 
()icr bis $oufton fid) erftrerft, mar bobenloS. 3cit fjatte id) nid)t 
Diel au berlieren mollte id) nod) beute ben Ort meiner 93eftim« 
muiifl erreidjen. %m 5JIodf)au§ crblitfte id) fein Seucr, id) ritt 
borbei unb lenfte bem SBegc au, ber nad) SBafbington 9toab fübrt. 
Sebr langfam ging eS borroärtS. ÜJlein $fcrb baS ja erft brei 
^abre alt mar unb nod) nie eine ßaft getragen bßtte, mar er« 
fdjöbft, ftunbenlang mufete id) burd) ben Stotb roaten. CS mürbe 
immer bunfler unb nod) fyatte id) 5 Steilen bis jum ©ef)öft 
ber 2flabame SSolf. Der Heine föeft meines 5BorratI)S mar auf- 
geacl)rt, mein junger nid)t gcftillt, bic SUcibung faum getrodnet, 
ba goß eS roieber in (Strömen. Die Dunfclfjrit mürbe fo grofe, 
bafe id) bie gröfete ftoib r)aHc, mein ^ferb Fjinter mir ber jie^enb, 
bic föidjhmg nid)t au berfeblen. 9Jur ber SBinb leitete mid), fonft 
märe id) burd) bie bielen Ginbiegungen irre geführt auf ben Stiitf- 
meg geratben. ÜRein einer (Stiefel blieb mir miebcrbolt im 
.Sioitje ftetfen, fobafe id) boraog ibn an ben Sattelfnopf au bangen, 
.^eute Slbenb mar id) entfebjoffen, beinab munter. ^>d) mar ftola 
barauf groben au befteben, benen fid) menige meiner SBefannten 
unteraogen bötten. $d) gemabrte Sid)t. DaS mufete bei SSolfS 
fein. Scfct mar id& fror). 3(d) forbertc beinabc ben Siegen unb 
SBinb berauS nod) langer if)r Stiel mit mir au treiben. Die ffadje 
^Jrairie acigte mir baS 2id)t bon Öerne. GS bauerte nid)t lange 
bis bic #unbe meine Stnfunft berfünbeten. Gnblid) mar id) beim 
©lodbauS angelangt, bergebcnS berfudjte id) jefet mein $ferb 
burd) bic #oftbür bineinaubringen. SormärtS mollte es nid)t. 
$d) menbetc cS nun mit bem ßobfe gegen bic ^rairie unb fo 
bufte eS rücfmärtS in ben $ofraum. 

Die gute SWabame SBolf mar gana aufeer fid) als fie mid), 
mit einem (Stiefer, $aare unb Silciber triefenb, bor 
fid) fab. .Mo fommen Sie um OJottcSmillen ber?! deinen 
Sclabcn mürbe man biefem SBctrcr breisgeben ! GS mirb 3bncn 
geben roie meinem feligcn 3Eann ber bor ein paar ©odben in 
ftolge feiner Unborfidjtigfcit geftorben ift. Sie baben eS bod) 
nidjt nötbig $brc ©efunbbeit unb $br Seben auf's Spiel au 
fefecn." Dies 3JITcS ^iett mir bie beforgte SanbSmännin bor. 
als id) mir ein (Mästen <£ognac in ben erfälteten gefdmxitbten 
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SWagcn go& unb mid) einftmcilcn beim Steuer roobl befanb. $d) 
»erlangte bor 2lllem nad) Kleibern. $ie beS beworbenen SBolf 
molltc id) nid)t auf bent ftörper baben, ba blieb nid)tS übri»* 
afS meine Xoilettc auS ben Kleibern ber frcunblicben 2Birrl)in 
311 ftonbe 311 bringen. 9115 bieS bollcnbet mar, glid) id) einer 
ftödjin im keglige 311m irre merben, maS uns bie GarnebalS- 
freuben ber alten $eimotb in'S Oebä^hiife rief. 

Suppe, Cier, BcefiteaF, Kartoffeln, faure ©urfen, üflabeirn 
Hfd)tc mir nad) unb nad) bie gefd)äftige ftrau auf, alles gut 
gefodjt, benn fie batte in Qeutfdjlanb ^abrelang bei botjen $err- 
fdjaften conbitionirt, unb mufjte auS ben geroöbnlidjften ©toffen 
etroaS ©uteS 3U beretten, ein 93or3ug beffen bie Hmcrifanerinueu 
fid) nid)t rühmen fönnen. Bis 3mei Ubr btauberten mir beim 
mannen fteuer unb SScin. üDer STnblidf ber mollenen Unter- 
rode mufjtc ber $rau mobr mand)mal eine Bcrroed)felung ber 
^erfon berurfaebt baben, benn rounberbare ©efebiebten erja^Itc 
fie mir auS ibrer früberen Saufbabn als $ammerjungfer. SKtt 
Baroninnen unb Gräfinnen mar fie in Petersburg, $ari5, Berlin 
unb anbern großen ©tobten gemefeu unb bergafe nun bier in 
SeraS bie Berfdjmiegenbeit 311 beobamten, meldier fie früber bie 
TOmiffenfdjaft fo bieler ^ntriguen 3U berbanfen bntte. 

Cebm unb Treiben in ftonfton. 

$eS nädrften Borgens berliefe id) geftärft mein gute« Bett 
unb gelangte nam floufton mo mir tfenrb ftifdjer, im flanfe 
meines früberen diefS (George 8if<ber, neben ber ^oft Office, eine 
SBobnung anbot. Cr erjäblte mir biel bon ben ^rojecten ber 
San ®aba OTining Co., bie fid) mittlermcile gebilbet batte. 
DaS fd)öne frud)tbare £bal ber ©an ©aba follte ber Golonifation 
eröffnet merben unb bie ©überminen, bie in ben s }frd)iben in 
3J?erico als eine ber reiebiteu im föeidje anaefübrt finb, follten 
ausgebeutet merben. 3" biefem Cnbe bilbeten mebrere Stcraitcr 
eine bon ber Regierung beftätigte ©efellidmft. Sie fdjafften firt 
SRauIefel unb Sagen an, unb eine SWaffe Gffig u. beög. um bie 
Cr3e 31t brobieren. Stfufeten aber balb Stiles mieber beräufeern. 
ba bie nötigen Wittel 3itr Durdjfübrung beS ptaneS nid)t auf- 
gebracht merben fonnten. Bicle batten fid) ibnen angefdjloffen 
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um bie bon ber SRegierung erhaltenen Ianb ccrtificatcS am toeft« 
liehen Ufer be£- (Eolorabo 31t Iociren, ba bic bortige ©egenb roc* 
gen ihres gefunben Klimas* unb ber 9lä*hc ber $aubtftabt Sluftin 
ftdjerlid) eheftenS für ben ßanbbau mistig roerben mußte. Gin 
junger Slr^t, £r. be SBttte, bon (fmmri^ ben ich um biefe 8«t 
fennen lernte, fammelte bie S?obfred)te bieler $eutfdjcn um fie 
oberhalb STuftin, auf bem regten Ufer beS (Solorabo, als aufam- 
menhängenbeS ©ebiet, auSmeffen 3" laffen. (Sr reifte an Ort 
unb ©teile, fanb bie ©egenb fehr gefunb, fonnte bie Stnftebelung 
aber aurf) nidjt 311 ©tanbe bringen roetl bic 2fftttet nidjt aufau« 
bringen maren. SBie nufobringenb hatten fjier $eutfd)e Gabi« 
taliften ihre ©elber anlegen fönnenl ßanb mar im Ueberfluß 
borhanben. lieber Steyaner befaß certificateS, wenige aber bie 
Wittel biefe lociren au Iaffen, unb eS mar ganj üblidj bem @eo« 
meter l A beS ßanbeS au geben für bic SluSmeffung ber anberen 
2 /i. 5Dic SIbbocaten, bic im Ueberfluß borhanben maren, führten 
Sßroceffe unb ließen ftd) in Sanb beaabjen. ®ie Sierate, beren 
Honorare bebeutenb maren, traten baSfelbe. SMe ©aftmirthe 
erhielten bon ben Officieren ober großen ©runbbeftfeern für 
ßoft unb fiogiS fo unb fo biele 100 ober 1000 Slrfer ßanb. 3>ie, 
rndttic bie Littel befaßen biefen ©efife ruhig au behalten bis btc 
Eerhältniffe beS ©taateS fitf bcfefHgt hatten, bie 10—150 000 
5Icfer auSgefuthte ßanbftrerfen befaßen unb um bareS ©elb in 
bie #anb au befommen einaelne ©tretfen billig abgaben, legten 
bamalS ben ©runb an einem großen Vermögen. 9fuf biefe SBeife 
erlangte aud) idj unb befifoe fie noäi eine ßegua — 4444 Siefer — 
60 Sfteilen oberhalb bon Stuftin, am retfiten Ufer beS (£olorabo 
mit 5 OTeiten ©renae am Rtuß ber hier bicle Krümmungen macht, 
für $2000 teyanific ©ollar. ^ch glaubte auf feine SBeife bie 
gefunfenen ©chafenoten ber SRebublif bertoerthen au fönnen. 
WITeS ßanb baS bieSfcit beS ©an ©aba liegt, muß mit ber 3^t 
fehr roerthbolt merben. SBefonberS menn bie Xeraner, mie ihre 
Stbficbt ift, ©anta ihrer JRebublif cinberbletben fönnen. $ie 
©treefe bon Stuftin borthin ift beinahe um bie $älfte naher al§ 
bon ©t. ßouiS borthin, baS einen bebeutenben $anbel borthin 
unb nach gana üßeu SReriFo hat. fciefer mirb alfo gemiß feinen 
2öcg über £ejaS nehmen. @S ift toahr, bie dommancho Snbianer 
bie aahlreidjften unb unauberläßigften, bie um unb in £era8 hau- 
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fen. madjen bic ®egenb am oberen Golorabo oft unfidjer, ober 
baS @ebiet um STuftin mürbe noch, bor einem %abve bon iljncn 
Ijetmgefudlt, unb meiner (Stamm mürbe eS jefet mögen feine 
(Streifgüge bis baf)in auSaubefjnen ! 

Die omcrtfontfdK? Nation bringt unaufljaltfam bor. @i? 
fenni feine Surdjt, bafjer fürchtet man fie. 2>ie $intermälbler 
fd)üfeen bieS gange 2anb bor SIrmutf), benn bie «Strafen roeldje 
fte ber Sibilifation erringen, fönnen bicle SWillionen nähren bie 
in ben atlantifdjen Staaten nid)t mcf)r iljr Sfortfommen ftnben 
Fönnen. Snftinftartig trennen fidj bie (Sö^ne finberreidjer fjffl* 
milien bom Ijeimifdjen $erbe um im fernen SBeften baS gu toer- 
ben, roaS ber $tater in ber ^eimatb, ift. SRag baS ©calbmeffer 
iljm aud) brofjcn, mag (Entbehrung in ber erften 3eit fein 2o8 
fein — eS fdjrerft ib,n nidjt. 3föm gilt eS felbftftanbig gu merben, 
mäljrenb er in ber #eimaib, nod) feines SBatcrS SBrob aßt 6r 
min nid)t in Ruhe baS bäterlidje Crbe bergeljrcn, meil er bom 
ßoljn feiner eigenen Arbeit forgenloS leben fann. S)iefe @runb- 
fäfce, biefer Xrieb finb bic beften ©ürgen für bie 2Bof)tfa&rt beS 
SonbeS. Ttxt 21 fahren mirb ber junge «merifaner (Staats- 
bürger. Sic öffentliche Meinung bcrlangt bann bon ifrni, bafj 
er eine SJefdjäftigung ergreife bie ihn auf eigene 93eine ftellt, unb 
follte aud) fein Sater 93cfifcer bon ÜKillionen fein, ^eber SCmeri« 
faner betreibt ein ©emerbe, ben (Stanb ber Rentner fennt man 
beinah nid)t. 

SBic anberS in unferem SSaterlanbe roo bie Sfrmuth unheil» 
brohenb überhanb nimmt unb bic Regierungen, unferem ger- 
manifdjen Strieb entgegen, bie SfuSmanberung berhinbern mödV 
ten. 2Ba8 nüfet eS, menn mir im fianbc bleiben unb unS rebttch 
gu ernähren fudjen, ber Sßoth fann bod) nicht gang gefteuert roer« 
ben, bie überfüllten ©efängniffe finb ber SöemeiS. $at baä 93a- 
terlanb feine Pflicht gegen feine Jrinber gethan, fo geht ihm feines 
babon im STuSlanb bertoren. SeShalb folltcn unfere Regierun- 
gen bie ftd) ber 2hi8manberung annehmen, fie bem SSaterlanbc 
nüfelid) gu machen fudjen. SBenn bie, bie nod) Vermögen genug 
beftyen um mit ihren Familien auSmanbern gu fönnen unb ftd) 
in ber neuen SBelt anfaufen fönnen, curobamübe fmb, mie biel 
mehr mögen eS bic gang armen fein bie gegmungen finb ihr 
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elenbe* ßeben au friftcn auf ber Scholle, auf melcher fie geboren 
finb. <£* ift graufam, biefe annen SWenfäcn aum SBerlaffen ihrer 
$eimath au bemegen, ober ihnen Gelegenheit au beschaffen, 
toenn fie e& münfchen nach einem ßanbe au gehen too fie hin* 
reidjenben Sohn für ihre Arbeit finben, bad ift menjchlich, bafe 
ift eine Pflicht, toeldje bie deichen bem Proletariat fchulbig finb. 
öeje&t mehrere ©emeinben thäten fich aufammen unb tauften 
eine genügenb grofee ©trede ßanbe* unb fdjafften unter 
guter ßeitung ihre armen ©emeinbemitglieber nach unb nach 
borthin. Natürlich müfeten bie nothioenbigen SBeburfniffe bis 
aum erften Grnbteertrag borgefchoffen merben. @inb erft 10 
Samüien angefiebelt fo ift ben Uebrigen Sahn gebrochen. 2>er 
gröfete Öehler beim Golonifieren befteht gemöhnlich barin, bafe au 
biele «nfiebler auf einmal in ein frembeä ßanb gemorfen werben, 
unb biefe in Sftaffe bie Erfahrungen machen muffen bie ber Sin- 
aelne für fie hätte tammein follen. ein grofeer Söortljcil müfete 
für alle 5£t)eu*e barin beftehen, toenn Scanner bie mit amerifa« 
nifchen Suftänben befannt, aus |>raftifcher (Erfahrung, an ber 
Sbifce ftünben. 

SHe amerifanifchen Staaten bie fich mit Siecht barüber be* 
flogen, bafe ihnen fo biele hülflofe Üßenfdjen bon ber alten äöelt 
aufgebürbet merben, mürben geroig gerne bereit fein bieienigen 
au unterftüfcen bie aur ©h*e beä öeutfehen Warnend ihren armen 
ßanbSleuten bie äßittel berfchafften, um unbebautes ßanb im 
äöeften urbar au machen, bamit fie ihr ehrliche* Sortfommen 
hätten. S)och bie 3eitoerhäItniffe toerben öon felbft bahin ttrirfen. 
$)ie 3lu*roanberung mufe, menn auch nicht beförbert, bon unferen 
»ehörben jeboch Übermacht, geleitet unb befchüfct toerben. SBir 
Seutfchen fehmiebeten oft au bamaliger Seit Pläne, baterlänbifche 
Äieberlaffungen im Söeften bon Xexad au grünben, feheiterten aber 
immer am SWangel hinreichenber Littel. <&& fanben fich biele 
grofje ßanbbefifcer bie auf CSrebit unb a» billigen greife ihre 
ßänbereien anboten. Sic gemachten Erfahrungen hielten un* 
aber immer bon leichtfinnigen Schritten aurücT. 

3d) erhielt, nachbem ich in $oufton mieber anfäffig mar bon 
Sreunben au* ben bereinigten (Staaten, biele Vollmachten um 
ßanb au reclamiren, Certificate lociren au laffen, ©eföäfte aller 
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21 rt au orbnen, fobafe ich beftänbig in $)emegung balb in biefem, 
balb in jenen Xtjeil bon Xejas war. 3n #oufton felbft machte 
id) ^lajjipeculation, rooau bie täglich öffentlichen Jöerftcige« 
rungen reidjlid) (Gelegenheit boten, $d) gewann unb berlor, 
fefcte awar Don meiner $3aarfd)aft nidjtö au, 30g aber bod) bor 
eine Stellung alö $efd)äftsfiihrer anaunehmen, bie mir für $150 
ben s Ittonüt unb freier Station, angetragen mürbe. 2>a* SKaga- 
3m, roeldjeö id) ielbftftänbig beriualteie, tag Ijart au ber «uffalo 
iöaoou, an ber «teile mor bie 2)ampfid)iffc lanbeten. 3d) leite 
bort gana angenehm. (Sine junge ä>iulatrin ftanb bein $au$' 
mefeu bor. Sie mar ßigentljum be3 .§au3befiöer$, melier eine 
^flanaung 3 SUieileu bor ^ou|"ton belaß, tiefer SDiann fyattc 
auf eigene EBeife fein ©lücf gemacht. (Jr mar ein leibenfdjaft* 
licher Spieler, mar Teilhaber einer Ijeimlia^en Spielbanf, unb 
gemann in furaer Qeit $15 000 bie er fofort in 2anb, (Scbäu- 
ben unb Sclaben anlegte unb als Gigenthum feiner ^rau ber* 
fchrieb, bamit er eö nicht mieber berfpielen fonnte. Seine Sßflan- 
aung berroaltete er mit großem Gifer; täglich befugte er mich um 
au erfahren, mie eö mit bem ©cfdjäft gehe. Sein Vertrauen au 
mir mar unbegränat. Gr äußerte roieberholt er fäme meil id) 
nie fpiele. 2)cr fd)öne Sßferberennplafc bei #oufton gehörte ihm, 
unb trug biel (Mb ein. ^eboa) hatte ein Slnberer einen behält- 
nißinäßigen Slntheil am Öcminn. 211$ er nun eineö £ageö au 
mir fam unb mir einen abermaligen UJeroinn bon $3000 an- 
aeigte, fagte er mir, er habe SJtr. 3lbam§ auSgefauft unb fei al« 
leiniger Söefifcer ber Siennbalm. Gr pflanate biele Qtortenfrüchtc, 
bie er au Sßarftc brachte, unb „machte" in einem Sommer an 
2Kint allein $1000. Siefe $flanae mirb mie bei uns ber SBauV 
meifter au einem ©etränf benujjt, ba£ bie Slmerifaner tyod) fdjätjen 
unb in gana »merifa als SKint ^ulep befannt ift. 2ttein djef 
fonnte faum fdjreiben, aber befto beffer fprcdjen, eine Gigenfchaft 
bic bie Slmerifaner überhaupt buraj baS öffentliche ßeben erlan- 
gen. $cf) \af) ihn al* ^räfibenten eiueö club ben Stuhl mit einer 
SÖürbe einnehmen unb in fo furaer aber gelegener Sprache eine 
9tebc holten, baß man in ihm eher einen SRidjter mie einen ge- 
roöhnlidjen iesanifchen tßflanaer bermuthen mürbe. 

3>m S^nuar 1840 lernte ich auf bem franaöfifchen Safe, 
toohin ich täglich ging, ben mertfanifchen Oeneral Slnaga fennen. 
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(rr gehörte zur föberaliftifc^cii Partei, bie im ftcteu Stampfe mit 
ben Geniraliftcn ftanb. 9iur in ^Jucatan, /Eamaulipas unb du* 
Ijaljmila ^ätjltcn bic (irftcren bielc x ilnt)äuger unb hielten ftdj. 
3m Uebrigen l'icyifo berjutyr ber cibbrüd)ige Santa Slna auf« 
jaiiUturIid)fte mit ben Slnljängern ber liberalen, meldje bie reine 
iSonititution bau 1&24 roieber tjerzuitelleu fid) bergebeuö bemül) 
ten. ^uana beiafo grobe Würcr. Santa Sina bcrfolgre il)n, 
confiöcirte fein Ingenium unb ber alte maderc General floi) 
mittellos nad) Wem Orleans. (*r mar im Crinberjtänömfe mit 
btelen Patrioten in gJucatan unb arbeitete nun batan, eine £d)aar 
<}reimilliger unb l^elb aufzutreiben um 2)ucatau zu reuolutionie« 
ren. (rs gelang it)m nidjt ganz in 9iem Orleans obgleid) tr 
2lUen, bie fid) beteiligen molltcn, bebeutenbe ^erjpredjungen 
madjte. Irr manbte fid) bestyalb nad) £exas beifeu irinmotjner, 
boller #afe gegen «Santa iUna, ftetö ein milligcS Cljr liefen roenu 
es» t)iefe bem ä>errattjer einen Streid) zu fpielen. ©ein Slbjutant 
mar ciu Sdjiueizer, $uguenin, ein oiigeuieur, ben er zum 
(ioloncl, eiuftrocilen olme i^eiwlt madjte. s JWir mürbe bie Stelle 
eines Lieutenants, unb menn id) mid) fpater in gJucatan etablieren 
molltc, grofec ^anbeloerleidjterungen berfprodjen. £ebod) ber 
Zidjrete id) auf biel'e gläuzeuben Nu$fid)tcn, ba mir bie JRolle als 
fab,renber Witter nod) immer zu Zi)cü merben tonnte. ^Inana 
jprad) zicmlid) gut örauzöfifd), aber menig tfngliid). ©ine in 
ÜRcm Orleans entworfene (i'ouftirution mar in bieje beiben aus 
ber fpanifdjeu Spraaje überfefct. (fr übergab fie mir unb brüdte 
ben feften ^utfdjlufi aus, fie in Jfjucatan einzuführen, mas er 
aud) fpäter bemerfftelligte. Irin $auptfafc mar ber bie geiftlidjeu 
(Mter zu fccnlarifieren, bie Lanbesfdjulben bamit zu bezahlen 
unb ben 9ieft zum heften bes (4emeinmol)ls zu bermertljen. 
Sief er Patriot fdjiffte fid) in 9iem Orleans mit freiroilligcn 
^Imcritaueru ein. Xus ganze Lanb ertyob fid) unter feiner Lei- 
tung, erl)ob fid) zur JHepnblif unb roäblte il)n zum v 4$räfibeiiten. 
Den Xefanern bic zur See unter bem tapferen (Somntobore ÜNoore 
bie ÜHeäolution unterftüfcten, mar ber Sieg tjauptfädjlid) zuzu- 
fd)reiben. 

#on|tön fatte burd) bie Verlegung ber Regierung biel ber- 
loren. Zebod) concentrirten fid) nod) immer biele Örembe l)ier, 
ba bie §aupiftrafje nad) bem Innern l)ier burdjging unb baljer bon 
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unb nach ©albefton tili GinfduffungSort. 25er §anbel mar aud) 
nicht unbebeutenb. 5"r bie ^flanaer mar fein SBcaugöort 
günftiger gelegen. SBagen bom ßanbe famen unb gingen ba» 
her aud) täglich, mit ßanbeSeraeugniffen unb auf bem Qeimrocac 
mit §au§haltung8bebürfniffen beloben. 2)ie SBirtfjätjäufer, bic 
SöillarbS, baS Xtjeater maren fetjr befugt, befonberö folange 
ÜWabame 5H)ieIeman als ^rirna 3)onna figurirte. Gr£ mürben 
oft gana leibliche 6tücfe gegeben, fie befafc Diel EarftellungStalent 
unb eine fctjöne ©rfcheinung, unb fang tut allgemeinen ©efriebi- 
gung beS $ublifumS. 

2lud) Goncerte mürben beranftaltet unb fanben biele £(jeil 
nähme, ein SJeutfchcr, $errbrugger, hatte fid) hierher berloren 
ma£ für fein fd)öne3 Ealent mirflid) au bcbauern mar. Gr mar 
Hfleifter auf ber Violine, bem SHapbfmm unb ber ©uitarre. $n 
©emeinfchaft mit 9Jiabame X^ieleman oerfdmffte er ben Ütfufif- 
freunben $oufton§ manchen genu&reidjen Slbenb. Sil» 33cmei§, 
bafj bie Slmerifaner ntrfjt fo leicht burd) frembe Zone beftodjeu 
merben, mag bienen bafe ein £rio bon Stöbert ficmenljagen, Xfyeo- 
bor STiiller unb mir auS ©efälligfett für SKabame 5fcf)ielcmann 
öffentlich gefungen burdjauS feine ©enfation machte. 

©ie £abferfeit ber Xeraner mar fo im 3lnfel)cn bei ben 
SKeyifanern bafe bie beiben föberaliftifchen Führer bon Samauli» 
ba£ ber ehemalige SIbbocat GabaleS unb Garabaejal nad) $oufton 
ritten, um eine Gombagnie Öfteitbilliger gegen Gentraliften au 
merben. GabaleS, ein fleiner ÜPtann mit Slugen fo faljd) roie bie 
eines SPiuftang. 3)er Slnbere ber in ben Bereinigten Staaten er- 
aogen morben mar, bliefte offener in bie SBelt. Söeibe maren 3Jer> 
räther, mie bie meiften 9JZejifaner. 400 £eraner aogen über 
ben Mio @ranbe, erftürmten mehrere ©tobte, unb maren über 
tjaubt bic beften ©olbaten im föberaliftifchen $eer, ba fuchte ber 
treulofe merifanifchc §unb bie einaelnen Gombanien ber fcejancr 
au trennen, loa* biefe miebertjolt bermeigerten. Obgleich, an ein 
aufrichtiges Ginberftänbnife ber beiben Nationen gar nicht au 
benfen ift, fo bermutljeien bie SCeraner bod) feinen SBorrath bon 
benen, bereu ©adje fie berfodjten Raiten unb überlieben fid} im 
ßager be£ 9?achtS forgloS ber Muhe. GabaleS liefe in einer 
bunfelen 9?ad)t bon 1500 ÜTCann bie 400 umaingeln, als biefe 
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crmad)ten, ben SBerratf) merften unb int Slugenblicfe, bie ^Büc^fc 
gcfpannt, baS SBomiefnife bereit, aur öegenroe^t bereit baftan- 
ben. Die ätfutt) mar fürdjtcrlid). Die erinnerung an gannin'S 
gemorbete 4ÜÜ ÖrcibeitSbelben in ber älamo unb bie @d)lad)t 
bei ©an ^acinto ertjörjtc baS geuer ber Staate, fic burdjbradjen 
oic mejifanifdjen Keinen unb betroffen in einem benadjbarteu 
©täbtdjen fid) fejtaufefcen unb fid) bis auf's Sleufeerfte au bertf)et- 
bigen. Die erfdjrocfenen einmotmer mürben ob,ne biete bitten 
aus ifcren äöobnungen vertrieben, einige fo gut roic möglid) be- 
tätigt. Die feigen üJicjifaner rücften langfam nad). ©ie backten 
fie gärten ben SBogel im $arn unb in ©emeinfdjaft mit ben Söe- 
mobnern beS ©täbtdjenS Sftier mürben bie paar Rimbert fielet 
balb bernidjtet fein. Slber eS fam nid)t fo. 9iad) mehreren ©tür- 
men bei benen bie Stmerifaner hinter Stauern menig ßeute ber- 
loren hatten, mufeten fid) bie 2Jerrätf)er fdjimbflidj a"rädaiehe"- 
700 2Nann, barunter biete «ürger ber ©tobt, bebedten ben 
ftampfptafc, fo gut Ratten bie texanifdjen ©djüfcen geaielt. Scfct 
oer|at)en fid) bie ©ieger mit merifanifdjem SReitaeug unb äBaffen 
unb aogen fid) fd)leunigft nad) £eiaS luxüd, ba ihre Sßorrätb.e an 
Munition feljr aufammengefd)moIaen unb ein längerer ftufent* 
halt feinen 3med mehr hatte, ein Söefannter bon mir, ber 
JüJeftfale Dufour, mad)te biefen Ofelbaug mit. 

(5S ift mabr^aftig nidjt au bermunbem, ba& bie Stejaner nad) 
foldjen erfabrungen einen eingefleifdjten $afe gegen bie SReji- 
faner haben unb jebe Gelegenheit mabrnehmen, um biefelben 8" 
aüd)tigen. 

SUIS bie §ifce im ^nihiafc mieber gröfeer mürbe, füllten mir 
ein mabreS iöebürfnife im freien au baben unb begaben unS ba- 
her in bie Söuffalo iöauou trofc aller SBamungen bafe mir ein Kaub 
ber Sitligatoren merben fönnten. es ift mirflid) borgefommen 
öafe in #arrisburg ein SWann Äing, mäbrenb feine grau am 
Ufer aufal) bon einem foldjen Untbjer beim ©d)mimmen unter 
baS SBaffer geaogen mürbe unb berfd)manb. Die Dambffdjiffe 
fäuberten jebod) bie 33anou bon biefen unheimlichen ©äften bie 
burcbauS fein ®eräufd) unb feinen 2ärm bertragen fönnen. 3m 
ameiten ©toef nad) ber Sßrairie au, bon meld)er ftetS ein füblenber 
SSinb mebt mobnte Xljeobor SKiller, Dufour, SBonbieS unb fböier 
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auf furje QQ\t $ellmiller unb $änfel. Sie Ratten bei äöeitem 
bie angenebnifte unb gefunbefte Söofjnung in gana $oufton. 
2lus ihren Ö^nitcrn fonnten fie auf bie SJeranba fteigen, bie fie 
häufig 5itm Nachtlager madjten um bie füijle Üuft au genießen. 
Wht biefen Öanbsleuien bie fänit(id) einen ausgezeichneten $umor 
beloben, braune id) manche oergiiügte Stunbe &u. Sir lafen oor, 
es mürbe gelungen, öuitarre gefpielt, unb ba noch einige Sinter i* 
faner baS (lopitol bewohnten, war bie ©efellfchaft fetjr belebt. 

Sin Stoff 5um ^adjen fehlte cd bei bem fonberbaren JöebenS« 
manbel, ben mau führen mu&tc, nie. itfalb begegnete bem (Jineu 
etwas SluffallenbeS, balb bem Ruberen, ^d) befafj bamalö ein 
grofees, ftörrifCbeS, falfdjeS niexifaniid)eö Gaoalleriepferb. ^d) 
hatte es üon einem Xeutfchen, $offmann in 2a ©ränge, für $150 
getauft, $offmann befanute mir bofj nicht gut reiten fei auf 
bem £bicr, er iclber hätte einmal gegen feinen äöillen ben Sattel 
mit ber ^rairie üertaujdjt. 2Ule meine iüefannten gaben fid) für 
gute 9teitcr au», baber lieb, id) mit Ütereitnnlligtcit baS caballo, 
obgleich bie 2>iei]"teu ohne basielbc nad) $aufe famen. öonbie» 
ging es aud) utd)t beffer. (Sr begegneten auf feinem itfiorgeuritt 
einer Stinffafce. 2>ie ib^iere finb fctjön, fdjwarj unb weife bon 
£arbe, unb tragen ben langen Schweif Wie ein (Sidjljörndjen. 
ilJcein Öreunb näherte fid) bem t)übfd)cn Xt)icrd)en unb mürbe mit 
einer ßabung be» flüfftgen Parfüms über unb über befprifct, 
bafe er in ber SiUttl) com ^ferbe ftieg, um es mit einer mejji« 
fanifdjen, fd)ön aus ßeber fnotig geflochtenen ^eitfd)e au süchti- 
gen. 3)ie golge mar eine abermalige iöegrüfjung unb bas £oll- 
werben meines ^ferbeS, meldjes Wie alle $ferbe biefem öcrud) 
ftets aus bem SSeg gehen. Söonbies fonnte feinen #ut unb 9tod, 
id) mein $ferb, Keit^eug unb ^eitfdje lange nid)t gebrauchen. 2)enn 
ber QJeftanf, ben biefe Xtyxcxz oeebreiteu, ift fo ftarf unb bauernb, 
bafe er nur burd) SJergraben ber Öegeuftänbe in bie ©rbe, getilgt 
werben fann. ük'sähmt finb biefe Xljiere febr nüfcliche $aus< 
tljiere ba fie alle Statten bertreibeu. üßatürlid) wirb bie 2>rüfe 
bie bie Stinfmaterie enthält, ausgefchnitten. SfitaS bie Statten 
anbelangt fo finb fie bamals in $oufton eine grofje Sßlage gerne« 
fen. £aufenbe biefer läftigen öäjte trieben bes 9Jad)ts ihr Spiel, 
nichts fonnte man t>or ihnen in Sicherheit bringen. 2llle 93or- 
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räthe mürben bon ihnen angefreffen, unb ber befte föattenhunb 
mürbe beä Sertilgcnä mübe meil bie 3<")l nie abnahm, «et ben 
Seidmamen mufctc bie ganac 9Jad)t gemalt merben, meil fitt} fonft 
btefe Unholbe einfroren. Der Heine <$inger eine» flcinen ßinbeä 
baö nur menige Srunben alt mar, mürbe abgefreffen. Dies fah 
id) felbft benn feine 2Jlutter eine geborene (£orber§ aus (Ufingen 
mar furae Seit bofjer geftorben unb ber SBater, ein ®d)ufter unb 
arm formte fid) feine SBärterin halten unb nid)t immer ju §aufe 
bleiben. 3" falben Dutjenbcn jagten fic oft 9?ad)t3 über midi 
hin. Anfangs beläftigt bieS natürlid), fbäter gemöfjnt man fid) 
baran. %n bem üRagaain an ber Söabou tobten fie natürlid) aud) 
herum unb fragen fid) in alle CebenSmittel ein. einige ©äefe 
vfrbfen unb ©otjnen bie mir bon einem Cinmanberer aum Aufbc« 
mahren befommen hatten, liefe id) bon einem Sieger auf einige 
halfen unier bem Dadje über meinem <5d)lafgcmatt} hinauf fdjap 
fen, benn im unteren Kaum maren fie ni$t fia^er. $d) glaubte 
nämlich, ba& fid) bahinauf feine Statte mögen mürbe. DeS SRadjtS 
barauf mürbe id) aber burd) ein auffälliges «eifeen unb Ziagen 
unb gleid) barauf burd) baS herabfallen beS Inhalts überseugt 
öafc eS anberS fei. mufete bie ganae SRad)t auhören mic bie 
©äefe fid) leerten, Öoljnen unb (?rbfen mic menn eS regnete herab- 
fielen, ©ine grofec Anaahl ber 38of)nungen in §oufion mar auf 
ben feudjten «oben gebaut. 9iur bie auf gelegte 93alfen befeftig* 
ten Dielen hielten bie fdjäblidjen AuSbünftungn beS fetten jung« 
fräulichen ©obenS ab. Diefem 9ßtfeftanbe maren biele, ja bie 
meiften gieberfälle auaufchreiben. Dem $eer ber Statten fonnte 
man feinen roillfommcneren Aufenthalt fdjaffen mie ben fumbfi« 
gen Untergrunb ber Käufer. Die ©aniiätScommiffion fafete ben 
meifen ©ntfd)lu&, bafe jebeS neu au bauenbe $auS einen gufe bom 
«oben ergaben gebaut merben müffe, bamit ber ßuftaug jebe 
5eud)tigfeit berhinbere. Diefe 93orfid)t mirb übrigeng in Arne- 
rifa in allen neuen OJegenbcn in Anroertbung gebracht. Die 
«locfhäufer ber $intermälbler ruhen mit menig Ausnahmen auf 
1—1 y 2 5u& hohen pfählen. 

3m 9Jlonat Suli 1840 mar unter ber maffenfähigen 3ugenb 
$ouftonS gro&e Aufregung. Die ^nbianer am oberen SBrajoS 
beunruhigten einige ©etiler in ttoberfonS (Eolono. Sie mu&. 
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ten geaüd)tigt werben. Sofort bilbete fid) eine Sreiwilligencom' 
pagnie um bieä au bemerfftelligen. @Ä mar ein fomtfd)er 8ln- 
hlicf biefe mutigen £eyaner auf bem SBaffenplafc fid) [teilen au 
fefjen. Sie glidjen meljr einem Raufen Stäuber bie im begriff 
ftnö einen SRaubaug au unternehmen aU bidcipltnirten Patrioten, 
bie #eit, (Mb unb Xieben baran wagten um iljre Mitbürger in 
tfufunft üor Einfällen ber 9totljl)äute gu idjüfeen. 2)er ©ine mar 
Ijalb mejifaniid) gefleibet, fafo auf einem 9)iaultt)ier, einen alten 
Säbel an bie Seite be$ Sattel* gefd)nallt, im öürtel bie ^iftoleu 
unb Munition für bad merfwürbig auäfefjenbe ®ewe$r, ber 
Slnbere langte mit feinen Öüfeen, einen Sßuftang bänbigenb, bei- 
nah bis tut Grbe, üon einem toeiten bunten SCeppidjrotf einge» 
Oüllt, unter bem ba* iöowiefnife öerborgen mar. (St trug eine 
fleine leberne £afd)e mit Munition, bie lange, alte aber fixere 
#üd)ie Quer über bem Sattelfnopf, unb ftü&te barauf feine beibcit 
£änbe. 2)ie Reiften fdjulterten auf ^interwälber-SRanier iljr 
(gewebr, moau fie auf ber linlen Sdjulter ein ßeber alÄ Unter* 
laße angebrad)t Ratten. Hin paar ^adpferbe trugen ben $ro« 
üiant, aufeerbem trug jeber einen fleinen SBorratlj in ben fabble« 
bagS. I)er ©apitain rourbe bon ber (Sompagnie gewählt. 3m 
SDienft geborgt if)m ber freiwillige pünfilid). tfufeer bem ©ienfte 
im fiager bebanbelt er ilm wie feinen Cametaben alÄ College, 
öearoungen ober mafdjicnenmäfeig bient fein Slmerifaner. (St 
bat einen 8wed wenn er auSrürft. liefen erreidjen au f>elf«i 
ftrengt er Stopf unb »örper an. «ein Sinienmilitär ift nur ber 
Offizier geartet, ber (gemeine wirb al« Sölbling angefef)en, ba 
er feine fcienfte üerfauft. Stafür füllen ber Sluäwurf unb bie 
SKotfj bie ßinienregimenier. 

(frfranfung auf ber 9tntfrtife bon SRontgomerl) nad) $osßon. 

(£ine aroeite ©jpebition follte nad) bem Wio ©ranbe gc* 
madjt Werben, unb bicfer fdjlofj id) mid) mit 5 £anb£leuten an. 
äöir waren ööllig auägerüftet, id) fjatte meine Stellung als ©e- 
fdjäftsfübrer proöiforifd) abgegeben unb begab mid) mit einem 
üöraunfa^meiger, SBilfenS, nad) ÜÄontgomero um mein früher ba* 
bingefanbteÄ tejanifdjeS $ferb au Ijolen. 3$ Gatte i&nt ben 
SRürfen fo aufgeritten bafj e3 unbraudjbar war unb fd)id*te e* an 
Siigäbö, ber e* in feiner umaäunten SBeibe für eine Äleinigfeit 
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fo lange grafen liefe bis eS botlftänbig geseilt mar. Um bie 
SBürmer aus ber SBunbe ju galten mirb Slfdje f)ineingeftreut 
unb fbater &beer barüber geftridjen, rooburd) ftd> eine Trufte 
btlbet, bie nad) ber Hblöfung burd) neue, gefunbc $aut erfefct tft. 
$aS Uniberfalmittel um SBunben unb ßranfbeiten bei SWenfcben 
unb Silieren au betten, ift (Eatomel. $n ^ennfblbania fab id) au 
mie ein SKann mit ber Ärt ftd) eine bebeutenbe SBunbe am £nic 
beibrachte, ©ogleid) bolte man ©alomcl, beftreute bie SBunbe 
bamit unb berbanb fie mit ßeinetoanb. Sei meinen sterben bc« 
nufcte id) bie* SKittel baufig mit Erfolg, fab. aber mandjen STcen- 
fd)en, ber burd) au bäuftgcS ober unamecfmäfeigeS Sfnmenbcn bon 
Galomel für immer ruinirt mar. 

fcerfelbe Unfug mirb mit Obium getrieben, ©djreit ein 
Srinb anbaltenb, fo mufe eS eine S)ofiS ßaubanum einnebmen. 
ßeibet irgenb $(emcmb an SBIutroaltungen, ßeibfebmeraen, ober 
bergl., fo ift ßaubanum mieber baS üRittcI um ben Jhranfcn 
roenigftenS unembfinblid) gegen bie (Sdjmeraen au macben. SDic 
Ouacffatberei ift überbaubt in 3Tmerifa au baufe nod) mebr mie 
in @nglanb. 5(n $ßljilabelbbia fütb grofee t$äbnten, bie ben gan- 
aen (Kontinent berfeben mit Rillen, ©brubS unb ^flaftern. $rS. 
ßanbrety, ©roain unb Slnbere finb fteinreid) gemorben burd) ibre 
Rillen unb $anaceen jeber 9lrt, bie ieber fcaufierer im ßanbe 
rertretor. 

9Kein $ferb mar fo milb gemorben burd) bie lange SM- 
bett, bafe icf) e£ nur mit 3Hü^e fangen unb mieber banbigen 
tonnte. SBilfenS unb id) ritten in ber fiird)terlid)ften ©onnen. 
bifce nun 50 Steilen nad) §oufton junict cambierten im ©rafe 
baS fel>r feudjt mar, obne ®e<fen, mit benen mir unS nidjt be^ 
febmeren rooltten, unb maren nid)t roenig erftaunt als id) über 
unb über mit einen neffelartigen StuSfdjfag bebetft, aufroaebte. 
^d) febrieb biefe ©rfdjeinung STmeifen ober fonftigen l^nfcften 3U 
unb babete hn naben SBaffer, um baS Surfen unb bie innere 
§ifce gu bertreiben. 3)ie Ueffeln berfdjmanben nad) unb nad). 
9In ibre Stelle trat aber eine beunrubigenbe Aufregung, ein 
3teljen in SBobcn unb Scüden baS mid) befürebten liefe, ein Sieber 
fei im ttnauge. $ie Ueffeln batte meine gefunbc 9*atur er- 
aeugt, fie Rotten, gehörig maljrgenommcn, eine Äranfyeit ber- 
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Ijütct. $urd) baS ©aben trieb id) fte jurütf, fdjmcre folgen 
waren ba&er unauSbleibtid). 2Bir Ratten nod) 10 teilen au- 
rücfauleaen, ba quätten mid) fdjon ©lieber- unb Äopfmeb, bcr« 
mafeen, bafe id) faum nod) im ©artet bleiben fonnte. Sßadjmit- 
tagS bielt id) f>alb bemufetloS bor bem ßitt) $otel an, beaab 
mid) bort ju Sett, unb bljantafierte bis jum nädtften SKorgen. 
£r. $>ägcr, bamalä bcr erfte Sfrjt unb ein guter 93cfanntcr bon 
mir, nafym mid) in 5öef)anbtung unb erfannte bic $ranfljeit als 
ein IjitoigeS ©aflenffcber. 3)ie Strapazen ber borljergefjenbcn 
£age, bie ©onnenfnfce unb baS 53ab Ijatten eS f)erborgebrad)t. 
14 £agc log id) im troftlofeften Suftanb ba. £ie ßranffjeit 
batte ftd) fo berfd)Iimmert, bafe id) oft bon ©efudjern I)örte, mein 
Sfuffommen fei fef)r 8" beameifetn. ^d) felbft bad)te fo, liefe ba« 
ber meine Saasen aufammenbarfen, unb übergab ber guten alten 
SRabame ©ertad), bie mid) fo mütterlicf) ^fTegtc, meine ^abiere. 
mein (Selb, bie golbene Uf)r, um nad) meinem (?nbe fämttidjeS an 
meine greunbe, oie ©rüber (SolIigS in 9?em Orleans, au fdjiden. 

SKeine gute CTonftitution liefe mid) jebod) mieber genefen. 
Salb mar id) fomeit, bafe id) baS $oteI berlaffen unb au Semen« 
f)agen aie^cn fonnte. ©eine ftvau mar bie ©üte felbft unb be» 
flagtc ftd) nie über bie biele Unanncbmlid)feit, bie ein Shranfer 
ftetS in einem ITeinen $aufe berurfad)t. $dj berfiel mieber in 
ben atten gieberauftanb unb lag nod) einmal 3 2Bocf)en bamieber, 
fo bafe id), gänalid) abgemattet, b,ager, mit bidf gefdmwtlenen 
güfeen in golge beS bieten berfd)Iurftcn Gf)inaS, burcfcauS bic 
Sbee an meinen mextfanifdjen ^ct^aug aufgeben mufete. Steine 
$ameraben aogen mit, bis auf ©eorge Scmenbagen unb £I)eobor 
SKiltcr, bic mir au Siebe aurürfblieben. feinte mid) nad) 
ßuftberänberung unb nafjm bafyer 2J?r. ©tanlctjS Stnerbicten an, 
auf feine ^flanaung au fommen. 2lud) bort mürbe id) baS 
Öfieber nidjt loS, maS für meinen beutfdjen Körper aud) niebt 
möglid) mar, benn bei ®berf, ©emiiö unb Giern fonnte id) feine 
$iät für Öieberfranfe galten. Der alte ©tanlen mar meift in 
#oufton fo bafe id), ber fauin auf ben Seinen fteljen fonnte, nur 
mit ben Negern ©erfefjr Ijatte. fonnte bie amerifanifdje 
£üaje nid)t meb,r ertragen, unb tiefe mir einige Sage lang @ar- 
fafrafetljee mad)cn, meld)e SSuraet in SRenge im SBatbe au ftnben 
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ift. Dicfer benahm mir alle Gräfte unb als ber $auSf)crr mieber 
fam, bcroicS er mir id) muffe ba£ Sfebw mit einem Wlale Breden 
unb amar burd) 3krfd)lurfcn bon 80 ©ran, feige 80 ©ran (Sa* 
lomel. 

SKein SBibermillc gegen biefe SWebicin mar fcf)r ftarf, i(f) 
miberfetjte mid) Tange Seit, liefe mi(f> aber enblid) au 40 ©ran ber 
reben, bie td) amifeben 2 ©Reiben birfe Httild) geftreut, auf einmal 
berfcbludfte. £er 3^ecf biefer ftorfen $ofi§ ift, jeben Sfufentbalt 
biefer fonft fd)äblicben 3flebicin, im Sörber ju bermeiben. Sie 
Quantität, melcfie id) berfdtfang mar roobl ntefit grofe genug ge» 
mefen, benn id) füllte einen $rucf als ob eine STugel mir im 
SERagen läge. mürgte folange föbicinuSöl binuntcr bis mir 
Tcicfjter mürbe. (FS marb mir allerbingS leicbter, aber auglcid) 
fo elenb bafe idE) mid) nidjt regen fonntc. ÜRr. <2>tantct) meinte 
eS mürbe fdjon beffer geben unb ritt aur ©tabt mobin üjn brin« 
genbe ©eftbäftc riefen. $rei £age Tag irf) ba mebr tobt als 
lebenbig, ba fam mir blöfelid) bie $bee mid) nad) ftoufton au 
begeben, id> mollte menigftenS unter SBeifjen Mbfcbieb bon ber 
9BeIt nebmen. befabl einem fteger mein ^ßferb au fangen 
unb au fatteln. Gr frug midi tbeilncbmenb maS icf) bamit be- 
amerfe? SSegreiten, antmortete id) unb mieberbolte meinen Söe- 
febL 25a icf) oft mäbrenb beS $bantafterenS irre gefbrqdien unb 
biel commanbirt batte, fo meinte er, bieS fei mieber ber f^all unb 
fudjtc mief) au berubigen inbem er mir borftellte, id) tonnte ja 
nidjt auf ben ©einen fteben, mie biel meniger reiten, aueb mürbe 
fein $crr nidjt leiben, bafe id) in biefem 3uftanb feine form ber« 
liefee. 91I5 id) mid) nun aufraffte unb in ber ^fieberbifee mit ber 
^ßiftole brobte. ging ber SReger fobffd)üttelnb, meinen Auftrag 
ouSaufübren. 25ie übrigen vSdmxiracn, eS mar feine meifee ©eelc 
ouf ber form ober ber 9iad)barfd)aft, baten midi mit Ebränen in 
ben STugen, bod) au marten bis Softer mieberfäme. ®od) ber- 
gebenS; id) liefe mid) in meinen bequemen ©attel beben, bielt 
mid) aufammengefauert am Shiobfe unb lenfte mein föofe auf ben 
2Bcg nadi floufton. ftaum merfte baS 2bier bafe eS nad) feinem 
früb eren 9lufentbaltSort ging, fo begann eS an traben, ^dj mar 
unbermogenb fobiel Gräfte aufaubringen um eS aurütfaubalten. 
$ebcr £ritt bcrurfadjte mir bie fürd)tcrlid)ftcn ©djmeracn im ßobf 
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unb bem ganzen abgemagerten Körper, $Jd) ftanb Höllenqualen 
auS unb märe unfähig gemefen mich länger gu galten wenn nicht 
2Rr. ©tanleb baS $ferb plc^Iic^ aum Steden gebracht hätte. Gr 
begegnete mir beim Kirchhof unb mollte feinen STugen nicht trauen 
al« er mid) gemährte. SErofc aller Ueberrebung gelang eS ihm nicht, 
mich aur Umfehr au bemegen. $ie Strahlen ber Sluguftfonne, bie 
hoch am Gimmel ftanb, peinigten mid) furchtbar. £jcb bat, mid) a" 
Henrö ßebenbagen au geleiten, roaS er tbat. Sd) gelangte in 
meines ßrreunbeS QauZ, too id) mid) franfcr mie ie nieberlegte. 

SDaS mar am 12. Stuguft 1840. §'\et hatte id) nrieber beut» 
\6)e Heraen unb Sflenfchen um mid), roaS mobltbuenb auf mein 
©emütb, einmirfte. ÜPieine 2freunbe befugten mid) oft unb be- 
miefen mir bie gröfete SCheilnabme. 2Bie nieberfcblagenb mar eS 
aber für unS SflTe, als ber fräftige gefunbe fcfjöne junge SERann, 
unfer greunb ©eorge Sebenhagen, abenbs nach Haufe fam, über 
SWattigfeit, ©Iieberfdjmeraen unb Ucbclfeit Hogtc, unb fid) nieber- 
legte. ©ine ©tunbe borber mar er bei feinem Sreunbe ©oromann, 
Kagte über Unroohlfein unb aerrifc einen 93rief ben er fura borher 
an feine Schroetter in SReflenburg gefebrieben hatte. — „ich roerbe 
bod) nid)t mehr auf biefer (5rbe fein bis boS Schreiben fein 3tel er- 
reicht hat." SBir beibe tagen nun auf SWatraaen, im felben 8iro* 
mer, franf. Öd) erholte mich täglich mehr; fein 3uftanb mürbe 
aber trofc ber aufmerffamften Pflege täglid) gefährlicher, ©eine 
SBrüber unb feine ©djroägcrin ahnten nicht, mie meit cS fdjon gc- 
fommen mar, fclbft ber STrgt glaubte eS nid)t. ^d) befürchtete baS 
Schlimmfte, benn oft maren mir ftunbenlang allein unb bann 
fbrang er in ber 3?ieberbifee embor, bbantafierte bon ber Hcimatb 
unb feiner Sfomilie, fbracb aus, bafj er nicht mehr lange (eben 
merbe unb roollte fid) gar nidjt mehr beruhigen Iaffcn. ^d) mar 
To fdjtoad) bafe mir bie ßroft fehlte ihn nieberaulegen, ich fonntc 
mich faum aufrecht hotten unb mehrere SRale fielen roir.aufnmmen 
auf ben ©oben, gema crfcböbft, unb blieben ruhig liegen bis bie 
Aufregung borüber mar. <Die Stufmerffamfeit feiner gomilie bie 
ihn aufrichtig liebte, mürbe bcrbobbelt, man mich nicht mehr bon 
ihm, bis er am 7ten JEage fchon ben (Seift aufgab. £ieS maren ben- 
aerreifeenbe Sfugenblicfe für mich. S<h febtebbte mich in'S (Sift) 
Hotel, aber auch hier herrföte gro&e SBeftüraung. ©er (Figen- 
thümer, Herr Merlach unb fein Sohn CTbarleS, rangen mit bem 
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Stobc. Grfterer ftarb in einteert Xagen, letzterer genafe. 3* mufe 
Fjicr einen Umftanb ermähnen, ber einen root)ltf)uenben Ginbrua* 
machte: GS waren bieS bie Söcgräbniffe ber greimaurer, bie in 
§oufton aroei Sogen fallen. EBnrbe ein SDlirglieb aufs Äranfen- 
Inger gemorfen, bann roadjten ftctd amei ©rüber bei it)m; unb bie 
ganae Soge geleitete ben SSerftorbenen, mit iljren Snfignien be« 
f leibet, au örabc; mie es überall in SImerifa gefdjicrjt. Gin 
foldjer $ug geruann an Seierlidjfeit burrf) bie £rauermufif meldje 
SRaurermelobicn fbielte. 2)er ftirdjtjof mar entfernt bon ber ©tobt, 
man gob bafjer baS OJelett meift au sterbe. — SReine Äranftjeit 
hatte fief) in ein 2Öed)felfteber bermanbelt. $amen bie Öicberftun« 
ben fo legte id) mid) in'S 93eti unb liefe fie borübergeljen, barauf 
fefete id) mid) auf bie ©allerie unb überliefe mid) meinen trüben 
©ebanfen. 

©egen SWitte ©ebtember mar id) fomeit in ber ©efferung bafe 
id) untergeben fonnte. GS follte ein SRebräfentani für §arriS 
Gountb in ben Gongrcfe gemahnt merben. Goloncl Sailet) auS 
9?acogbodjeS unb Slbbocat £ombftnS aus $oufton maren <£on« 
currenten. £ombfinS tjatte fid) ftets getjäfeig gegen bie $etirfd)en 
geacigt, unb mar übertjaubt ein unmoraltfdjer aber fetjr fähiger 
WJenfd). Cohnel Sailen berbiente alle Sldjtung. Gr mar aud» 
Slbbofat unb mar fdjon in Sßacogbod)eS ein Sreunb ber 2)eutfd)en. 
9Bir befdtfoffen habet StllcS aufaubieten ib,n au ermätjlen unb be- 
arbeiteten habet bie beutfdjcn SSablmänner au feinen ©unften. §fd) 
mürbe mit Oieorge fttfdjer unb einem 9lmerifaner aum ©ecretär 
an ben SßollS ernannt, um bie SBatjlaettel unb bie ÜRamen einau- 
febreiben unb bie SBätjler fdjmören au laffen, bei benen e$ aroeifel« 
tjaft mar, ob fie aud) Söürgcr feien. Söon beiben ©eilen mürbe 
91 lle8 aufgeboten. 2fuf unferer ©cite t)errfdjte ber moraliftrje 
Ginflufe, auf ber Ruberen ber ©ranntcroein unb ber ber 93er» 
ibredmngen. 2luS 121 beutfdjcn SBäfjlern ftimmtett 120 für Sei- 
lt), ber mit übermiegenber SKeb,rb,eit in ben (Eongrefe ertoatjlt 
mürbe. 

GS mar ein fdjöner lorjnenber Stag für unfere ßanbSteute, bie 
beute aus bem Grgebnife ifjrcr lobenSmerttjen Ginfttmmigfett, itjre 
flraft ft'tblen lerttten. 3m SBaterlanb unter fteter 9Sormunbfd)aft, 
nidjt beredjtigt ir)re ©timmen geltenb au madjen aum SBobJe ujrer 
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felbft unb iforer Üflitbürgcr, lebten fic gleia^gültig babjn, auf 
Soften ibrer 9Kännertt)ürbe. #ier mar cS anberS. 5TIS ßlcirf)- 
beredjtigter SUjetf beS gemeinfamen Staate«, madjte lieber feine 
Weckte oeltenb, deiner blieb jurüd; bie freie fiuft fjatte ein ^cutt 
angefad)t baS einft, ebenfo eifrig fortgefdjürt, als beutfdje Öfammc 
über £eraS Ieud)ten totrb. ^n $cftlcrS 3Trcabc berfammelten fid) 
bie 120 um auf's SBol)I iljreS neuen SRcbräfentantcn unb bann auf 
baS ber fernen Heimati) ein ®IaS 3U leeren. $ei einbredjenber 
©unfelfycit jogen fte bann 2 SKann Ijod) bor baS #auS beS ©e« 
mäb,Iten, um ifym ein $od) auSsubringen. (Solonel Sailen tjiclt 
eine furje föcbe, banfte für baS 93errrauen ber £eutfd)en, unb Iub 
bie ganje ©efellfdjafi 311 einem brinf ein. 

90Te SanbSlcutc befdjloffcn ben Sag mit felbfaufriebener 
$eiterfeit, nur CHner 30g fid) aerfnirfd)t aurürf, ber, roeldjer gegen 
feine Ueberjcugung gegen Sailen geftimmt batte. ®ein amerifa« 
nifrfjcr Sörobfjerr überrebete ifm basu. ©er (Spott feiner (£amcraben 
mar ber berbiente Sobn feiner ©djroädje. — %n biefem €>ommer 
fanb aud) bie glorrcicbe <Sd)Iad)t am 9?Ium Grecf ftatt. $ie 
GomandjeS Snbianer Ratten im bergangenen SSintcr mehrere 
Häuptlinge mit ib,ren grauen unb mehrere ifjrer tabferften Sfrxe* 
ger nad) <san Sfntonio be SBerar gefdneft, um abermals Rieben 
mit £eraS 311 fd)Iiefjen. ©iefeS fjatten fte fdjon öfters getljan; 
Iic&en fid) ©efdjenfc madjen unb festen trofcbem if)re morberifdjen 
Einfälle fort. 9HS fic baber im (MeriditSgcbäubc unterbanbeltcn. 
mürbe Urnen biefer SJormurf gemadit, unb $üQle\<f) erfTärt, bon 
einem ftriebenSfdjlufe föunc feine JRebc fein, bis fie bie gefangenen 
£crancr, mcldic fic feit bem legten Vertrage gemadjt, ausgeliefert 
bätten. Sie rocigerten fid) beffen unb ber 9tnfüf>rer gab feinem 
befolge baS geidjen bei ibm 3" galten unb auf ElteS gefaxt 3U 
fein. 9TIS iJmen nun angefünbigt mürbe, fie müfeten fo lange als 
©eifeetn bleiben bis bie Seiften in greibeit gefegt feien, ba 
brauftc ber ftol3c Häuptling beS milben ©tammeS auf, legte bie 
$anb an feinen 2omaf|amf, fbradj bon SRerratb, bon 5Berlefcung 
beS 93öIferrcd)tS, roeldjeS jebem ©efanbten Sidjcrljeit ber $erfon 
geftattc, unb brofjte, mit ©croalt freien Slbaug 31t er3mingen roenn 
man ibn unb fein ©efolge nia^t gutminig bon bannen Iiefee. 
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<£)ic Slbgcorbnctcn ber Sesanifdjen «Regierung beftanben auf 
ihrer gerechten $orbcruna. $cr SBorttuechfel murbc immer hef- 
tiger unb enbete im Verfammlungsfaale mit einem fürchterlidjen 
Wefechtc. £ie ^nbiancr mehrten fiefj roie bie Öömcn felbft bic 
SBeiber führten bic SSaffen mic Scanner. $d) hörte bon Stugen- 
jeugen, bic im ftambfc gemefen waren, ftc feien fehroer au unter- 
fcheiben gemefen bon ben SRänncnt. Meiner ber ^nbianer ergab 
ftd), nur eine alte ©quam entfam um bie traurige ftunbc unter 
ben GomandjcS 311 berbreiten unb fic jur flladic au entflammen. 
SBirflich brachen fie 500 SWann ftarf mit 1000 ^ferben im flftonat 
^uli 1840 auf unb jogen herab bis ßinnöille am SDieere, blünber- 
ten bie SKagajine unb berbrannten bic Käufer. Stuf bem Stücf- 
mege berheerten fie noch mehrere ^flanaungcn unb nahmen Vic- 
toria hart mit. Unterbeffen fammelten ftd) bie ^flanaer um @e- 
guin, ©onaaleS unb ber Sßattjbarfdjaft. Sie aogen ben GomancheS 
nad), ereilten fie am $Ium GreeF unb fchlugen fie bermafeen auf's 
Qaupt bafe 200 SRotbhäutc baS ßeben einbüßten unb famtliche ge« 
ftoblenen ©d)ä$c unb ein grofeer Sfjcil ber ^ferbe ben Siegern 
in bic #anbe fielen. 200 ^flan^er hatten biefen Streich ausge- 
führt. SDie fd)6nften £robbäen bcS Sieges roaren 5 £ejaner bic 
fd)on feit längerer Seit in Wefangenfcbnft in biefem GomancheS 
Stamm gehalten mürben. GS befanb fid) barunter eine üftifj fioef- 
harb, bie feit 2 fahren alle 3üge ber milben $orbe mitgemadit 
hatte, unb bic intereffanteften Suffcblüffe über baS ßeben biefer 
©ohne ber SBilbnife gab. 911« ihres Vaters ^flanaung überfallen 
rourbe, fefcte er ftd) mit ben männlichen ^emohnern aur SBehrc, 
tourbc aber ermorbet. Xie ftrau unb £od)ter fdjlcbbtcn bie ©üben 
mit fid) fort. Grftcre erlag fchon nach ad)t £agen ihrem Slummer, 
Iefrtere überftanb bie Srangfalc, bis fic jefct, halb inbianifirt, be- 
freit mürbe. Shr 91cufeereS tmg mehr baS Qiebrage einer Gornau- 
d)eS 2od)ter als einer cioilifirtcn STmerifanerin, fo feltfam mar fic 
gefleibet unb bon ber Sonne gebräunt. 

Die ^noianer ha&en eine grofce Vorliebe für eine roeifec 
fquaro unb behanbeln fie mit bieler STufmerffamfeit. GS fdjeint 
übrigens ba& bie Brauen ber ftothhautc biefe Suborfommenhcit 
für mei&e Scanner nicht befifcen, menigftcnS giebt folgenbeS ©ei- 
fpiel feinen SBeroeiS bafür: GoloneS ßarncS, einer ber torächtigften, 
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tcujfcrftcn Cffiaiere beS 2eranifd)en $eereS, eraäblte in meinem 
öeifein in ber citn ball, mic er auf einem ©treifaug, nur bon einer 
fleinen 3öhl rangcrS begleitet, beim 9lecognoScircn gefangen mür- 
be. 2)ie ^nbianer fd^Iepften ihn fort in tr)r ßager, bort riffen bie 
Siteiber ihm erregt faft olle Kleiber öom fieibe, bann fd)lcj>btcn fic 
ihn an ben Söad) unb roufdjen ihm unbarmherzig baS ßobfhaar 
roeldjeS rotb mar. ©ie meinten eS fei gefärbt unb öon 92atur 
fdjroarj mie baS ihre. $er Golonel mochte nod) fo febr befchmören 
bafe ihm bie Statur biefe Sarbe »erliefen habe — bie fquamS rieben 
unb tauften itjn immer au, bis fic felbft mübc mürben unb baS 
Opfer ihrer meiblit^en 28afd)fud)t au ben TOnnern aurürffü^rten. 
3>eS SfbenbS a«nbetcn fic grofee geuer an, tanaten unb fangen. 
Der Golonct fannte ben Cbaracter ber SBilben unb roufete burd) 
langjährigen Serfebr mit ihnen roeldje ©efahr feinem ßcben 
brohtc, menn bie fdhroärmerifdje ßuft fid) fteigerte unb aur SRaferet 
rourbe. 911S nun bie £heünahme ber Stotbbäute an bem fycft 
fd)on allgemein gemorben, bielt eS 9J?r. ÄaroeS für geraden bie 
(Gelegenheit au benufcen unb machte fid) auf unb babon. SBuraeln 
unb üöeeren bilbeten tagelang feine Nahrung, bis er §alb naeft unb 
aerriffen bei ben ©renaberoobnern anfam. „S<h tonnte ein atoeiteS 
•Kol bie ©chanblung ber fquamS nicht ertragen, lieber mollte id) 
fterben als bie ÜRartcrn aushalten meldte id) a« Beftehen hatte 
unter ihren §änben." £cr ©raäbler mar einer jener geraben 
fräftigen Naturen mie fic in «merifa häufig finb, bic boller £bat- 
traft — obfdjon fie au #aufe in Uebbigfcit unb Shihe leben Tonn- 
ten — bie (Gefahren ber SBilbnife auffueben unb für bie (Sicherheit 
ber 5TnftebIer managen heifeen ßambf beftehen, unb barum bon bie- 
fen bei ben SBablcn untcrftüfct merben. StarneS befafe fdjone ®üter 
in ßouifiana unb biele Sänbereien in ÜCeraS. (St mar ©räutigam, 
ftarb aber ehe er bic ©efiebte heimgeführt hatte, vin ihm berlor 
bic junge SRcbublif einen ihrer beften Sertbeibiger. 

®aS leibige Sieber furfjtc auch mid) mieber heim, nadibem id) 
3 SSodhen banon berfdjont geblieben mar. 2>iefe immermährenben 
IRücffälle festen mir fo au, bafe id) geiftig mie förberlicb gana nie- 
bergebeugt mar, unb mir feft nornahm nad) Wem Orleans au 
reifen. Sie ©eeluft, überhaupt Älimaroechfel, ift bekanntlich baS 
heilfamfte Littel gegen Söecbferfteber. 
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Keife nadj Meto Drlean*. 

Sücn 6. Stouember 1840 nafjm idj 9lbfd)ieb Don meinen Sfreun« 
ben unb ful)r mit bem SJampfboot nad) tetalbefton, roo id) nod) 
einige 2age bei meinem Mannten, $errn Sabcr au$ Hamburg 
jubrad)te unb barauf in 48 ©tunben auf bem guten Stampfer Wem 
2)orf bie 9ieife nad) ItRero Orleans aurütflegte. ©er olte <5tanleö 
madjte mir bie borttieiltjaftefteu Slnerbietungen, um fein ©efd)äft, 
rodd)eS er bebeutenb bergröfeern roollte, fortaufüljrcn. ÜDieine ©e- 
funbfyeit lag mir am SRädjftcn. 3)en Xeranifdjen §anbel fcatte id) 
fennen gelernt. 3rür bie <£ntfd;eibung, ob id) in Europa ober 
STmerifa meine 3 u ^nft grünben roollte, mar mir barum gu tfjun, 
ben §anbel bon ÜRem Orleans nod) practifd) au ftubieren. 3 roe i 
©teilen roaren mir angeboten in Wem Orleans, nod) et>e id) 5tejaS 
berlieft. SDte bei GJefcrüber ÄolligS, mit benen idj oljneljin be> 
freunbet mar, naljm id) an unb trat trofe beS ÖieberS baS midj 
nod) immer nidjt berliefe, fogleiä) in 5£f>äiigfeit. Btatt Cnjinin, 
Ouaffia gentian unb Orangenfaialeestradt, naf)m idj SWabeira 
$ort unb 9H)cinroein, berfdjmäfjte alle mir freunblid) angebotene 
$ilfe beutfdjer Gerate unb mar baib toieber im Seftfc meiner 
Strafte. 

2)a§ ßeben ber grofeen rururiöfen ©tabt fyatie nad) fo langer 
©ntbe^rung grofeen SReia für mittj. 3d> wohnte in Conti Street, 
mitten im (Sreolentfjeile ber ©tabt. 2Ran täubte fitb, als fei man 
in einem Ouartier bon $ariS, ba SafeS, SteftaurantS, SEanafale, 
SllleS nad) franaofifdjem SPtufter eingeridjtet waren. $ie franjo» 
ftfd)e Oper mar retfjt gut befefet unb mürbe häufig, forote baS 
grofee ®t. Charles Sweater, bon ftünftlern bon 9hif befud)t, bie 
für iljre ©aftrollen bebeutenb beaaljlt mürben. @o erfaßten Oranna 
(£l$ler auf ber Söüljne beS <2t. SljarleS XfyeaterS, nadjbem fie in 
$abanna ungeheure Sinnaljmen unb Söeifall geernbtet fjatte. @ie 
mar für 20 Sfbenbe für $1000 bie Söorftellung unb einen SBenefkc» 
21benb engagiert. $)aS $auS mar ftetS gebrängt Poll. (Sie mar 
bei ben STmerifanem en bogue, ba fte in Wem Dorf, Wlabelpfjia 
unb Baltimore fd)on gurore gemalt fyatte. @ie trat auerft in 
ber Sülpb,ibe auf, unb mar unterftüfet bon 2Ronf. (Silbain, ÜRbelle. 
Strrabine unb einem comigue banfant $arloc. SMefe mürben für 
tyre ßeiftungen obgleid) fte ftänbige Begleiter ber Sannt) visier 
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roaren, bon ber Xfjeaterbirection nod) befonberS Ijonorirt. ©ilbain 
mar geborener Örlänbcr unb fjicfj Dorn $auS auS ©ulliban. $)a 
aber bie irifdjc Nation nod) toenig grofee £äuaer brobucirt Ijat, 
unb ber 9?ame and) nidit romantifd) genug Hang, fo machte man 
in ^JariS, um ben Münftlerruljm 5ranfreid)S 311 erljöljen, auS bem 
SluSlänber einen ^rauaofen, unb feinen Sprüngen mürbe nun um 
fo biel mel)r Beifall geflatfdjt. ^d) mar genötigt, um inS %ar- 
terre au fommen, gerabe mie in ber grofeen Cber in $ariS, b,ier 
£ueue au madjen. Man entrichtete $2 für ben ^lafc. Sie Sogen 
mürben ungeheuer beacujlt, anfänglich, au feften greifen, bann auf 
bem SBege ber Sluction. ©0 fam eS öfter bor, bafj für eine Soge 
bon 4 ^läfcen $100—120 besohlt mürbe. 

Sie reidjen Greolen maren namentlid) fo entfjufiaftifd), bafj 
fie bie liebenSmürbigc £änaerin bei itjrcr 93enefice<3?orftellung mit 
brillianten ©efdjenfen aller Slrt überhäuften. ©ie naf)m ben 
Nbenb über $G000 ein unb mürbe für 12 Miete bon ber 3)irec- 
tion ber franabfifdjen Cber engagiert. $12000 unb eine ejtra 
Söorftellung bemiüigte man ber bergörterten 2fannic gern, ba bie 
einnahmen bod) nod) einen bebeutenben teJeroinn übrig liefen, 
©ie blatte eine93ruttoeinnaf)me bon $40,000, roaS bie natibeSlmeri- 
canS bermafeen empörte, bafe fie alle möglichen Umtriebe anmanb- 
ten, um ber in SRem Orleans tabelloS lebenben ßünftlerin einen 
fd)Ied)ten tarnen au machen unb bie roafjren 2lmerifaner abaufjal- 
ten biefer $utd) Cancer iljr (Selb fyinautragen. SlHe Seitungen 
maren mit Slrtifeln für unb gegen bie bibine 5<mnb, angefüllt, 
©cenen mie bie in 9lem 2)orf, mieberfyolten fid) aud) hier bei einer 
©erenabe. Sie natibeS Raiten gehört, bafe bor bem @t. (JfyarleS 
$otel SlbenbS a" 6&,rcn ber SluSlönberin ein ©tänbdjen gehalten 
merben folle. ©ie marteten bis bie Üftufifer, meiftenS beutfdje 
SBirtuofen, fid) berfammelt fjatten bor ber SBofmung ber ßünftlerin, 
liefeen fie rufjig beginnen, bann aber fdjrieen fie Steuer, geucr. 
Sie benachbarten @prifcenb,äufer öffneten fid) auf einen SBinf unb 
baS fiärmen, £oben, Steffeln unb Spellen, baS ©prad)rof)r. 
töreien unb gatjren Ijörte nidjt eljer auf bis bie üDhifif berftummte. 
Sßetjrere ©pritjen famen nad) einanber unb aerftreuten bie Raufen 
bie fid) gebilbet tjatten. S)ie unerfdjrocfenen SBirtuofen berfammel» 
ten fidj roieber, unb abermals erquicäen fie auf einige SWinuten 
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baS entrüftete ^ublihtm bis bie fein mollcnben ÜRcpublifaner mit 
bobbeltem 2ärm jurücffcljrten. 2>ie s #oliaei bcrf)iclt fid) feljr rubifl/ 
obgleid) es gebeut ber sugegen mar, flar mar, bafe es nur eine ^n« 
trißue ßcßen bic beutidje Stiinftlerin mar. 2)ie SWufifer beßoben 
fid) jetjt in bat ßrofecn Saal bes $otels unb bollenbeten bort bic 
Screnabe. Ciine anleite $ulbtßunß Ejatte in unferem ßoeal ibren 
llrfprunß. $>ie (#ebrüber JftoIIißS waren ßrofee ÜJiufiffrcunbe. (Sie 
berfammelten oft eine ßrofee Don boraüßlicfyen ttünftlern 
roeldje tljeils in ben Drdjeftern, tfjeils burd) Unterricht S3efd)äftiß- 
unß batten. (rs roaren meift ittöbmen, bie früber au ber Stalieni- 
fdjen Gruppe in ber $abanna unb SRatanaas ßebörten. «ie ftu* 
bierten einiße anaiefjenbe 6tüde ein, unb beßoben fid), bon uns 
beßleitet, unter ba£ genfter beT Sünftlerin. 9ticmanb ftörte bies« 
mal bic fräfriß fdjaüenben Zone ber SBIedjmufif . Sir aoßen weiter 
bor baö $auS eines Slmerifaners, beffen grau ein üüemeis ber 
$Iufmerffamfeit ßeßeben merben follte. £er freubiß überrafd)tc 
gjanfee, bem eine foId)e (rljrc in feinem tteben mol)l nod) nidjt 
roibcrfafjren mar, liefe eine Batterie (Jlmmbaßnerflafcben aufbflau« 
aen, ba er bie Herren burdjaus alle fennen lernen mollte, bie ibn 
fo auäßcjeidmet bitten. Stuf bem §eimmeße ftorten mir nod) bie 
9hi^c einer Ijixbft licbenemiirbißen unb ebenfo fdjönen £ocb,ter 
ßouifiana's. Sic liefe Ianße auf fieb, märten, es mufete mofjl eine 
SRiöalin im .§aufe fein, benn bie Siebter manbelten bon einem 
Ofcnfter aum emberen. £ic Sbefdjeibenljcit berbot, boreiliß auf ben 
Söalcon a" treten, ßnblid) nacfybcm fdjon mehrere Herren unb 
Sternen auf bem ^alcon erfdjienen maren, aeißte fid) ein reijenbes 
ßocfenföbfdjen im 9ießlißee. SMe Üüiufif rourbe bon unferem ber« 
liebten Snmnbe außefeuert, fie ßolten ibr, biefe fdjmetternben 
Zone, bie in ber ©rille ber 9cad)t in ber meiten ßanalftrafee fo 
mobjt&uenb flanßen. 

$ie fdjöne ©eftalt berfdjmanb unb erfdjien bann mieber am 
ßfenfter um bem unbefannten SSeretjrer ein reidjes SBIumenfträufe- 
djen bjnabaumerfen. SBir tcfjrien berßnüßt in bos SWaßaain au- 
rürf, mo unö einiße 5lafd)en JRljeinßauer noeb, Weiterer ftimmten. 
2tn ©enüffen ift in Sßcm Orleans bas ßeben übertäubt fel>r reid), 
ausßcnommen mäfjrcnb ber Steberaeit im $erbft. (S* moljnen 
bjer biete ßebilbete Seutc aus allen Nationen, £ebe W i&re 
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eiaene 5Trt fid) 8lnnef)mlid)feiten au betroffen. 2118 grember ift 
man begierig JllleS mitaumadjen, bab,er flefällt aud) baS f)iefige 
«eben ben Üfleiften. 

Sogar bie in bcm §afen liegenben 3d)iffe maren häufig 
Skranlaffung au fröl)lid)en Stunbcn. £ic Sapttäne, bcfonbcrS bor 
Wremer Mraeuge, bic meift auf f)ieftge beutfdje Käufer angcroiefeit 
finb, empfangen manä)C Slufmerffamfeit mäljrenb UjreS oft länge» 
ren SlufentfjaltS bon iljren ßanbsleuten unb ermiebern biefe burd) 
Söeroirtlumg auf tfyrcn Sdjiffen. So lernte id) bie Kapitäne 33etf= 
mann, Hubert unb SBoffe roie mandje Slnbere fennen. 'Sie beiben 
erfteren Ratten ifyre grauen bei fid). 3ffle maren martere Seute, 
unb id) mufj aum fiobe ber 93rcmer Stbeberei fagen bafe id) feiten 
eine cr^eblic^e Silage gegen fie bon 21uSroanberern gehört tjabe. 
®ie Wremer Sdjiffe finb fogar bon ben 9lmerifanern, bie gemife 
nid)t gerne loben, als tüdtfige Segler anerfannt. SBaö SRcinIi<^- 
feit, Crbnung unb bie SebenSmittet anbelangt, fo Iaffen fie 9iid)tS 
8u roünfdjen übrig in SBergleiä} ju ibren flWitbemerbcrn. (Sin 
§auptboraug beftetjt in ber 3Baf)l humaner, gebilbeter Gapitäne. 
bic ben armen SluSroanberer nid)t nur als ßradjtgut bctradjtcn, 
fonbem in ifcm ben 2Renfdjen unb feine SRed)te cfjren. 

GS maren biele Skiffe mit SluSmanbcrern an unö gemiefen, 
fo bafc id) f)inreid)enbe Gelegenheit blatte biefe $erf)ältniffe fennen 
8u lernen, ©ine fonberbare (rrfdjcinung ift, bafj bie Kartoffeln 
bie aus 2>cutfd)Ianb ober Örlanb nad) 5lmerifa, bem ÜBaterlanbe 
biefeS ©emüfeS, gebraut merben, t)ier als ßedferbiffen aufgefauft 
werben. $er üppige, meift au feuchte SBoben eraeugt ein mäfferigeä 
^Jrobuct. 2>ie mehligen, motjlfdjmedenben Grbäpfel (hiropaS mer- 
ben roofjl erft eraeugt merben, roenn ber 3Joben mefyr auSgejogen 
ift. 2BeftfäIifd)e 3d)infen, in ßeinroanb genäht unb in Kalfmaficr 
getaucht, SelterS SSaffer, Sauerfraut, alle bie boraüglidjen Strien 
beutfdjer SBürfte, unb bergleidjen ©egenftänbe brauten bie beut- 
fa^en Skiffe auf ben t)iefigen 3Warft. Obgleid) 9fem CrleanS ein 
$auptplafe für §abanna 3igarren ift, unb biefe aueb, nur aus- 
fajliefelicb, geraupt merben, fo fe&nt fid) boeb, mancher SJeutfdjc nad) 
feiner pfeife, bie er Iängft bei Seite legte, ba ber in Slmerifa ge- 
malte 9laud)tabal faft ungenießbar ift. Söon bielen Kapitänen 
fann man aud) biefeS ßabfal erhalten. GS ift erftaunlid), bafe fid) 
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nod) feine grofeen uabrifen bie bieS Slraut auf beutfdje 2lrt auberei- 
ten, gegrünbet baben. 6in bebeuteubec Mbfafc ftünbe in 9luSftd)t, 
faft olle SDeutfdje entbehren ungern ben 9?aud)tabaf. 

Sn bem flanken nidjtüinerifanifdjen £beilc Don Weib Cr 
leanS gcl)t cö beS Sonntag fcl>r beitcr au. Tie Üfjeater finb ge* 
öffnet, Gonccrte unb v #älle finbcn ftatt, man fäljrt mit bcr (?ifen* 
bafjn nad) ben Warten in Garroiton, too bortrefflidje ÜDiufif bie 
©tabter onlotft; ober an ben 8ce ^ontdjantrain reo bortreffliebe 
©aftbäufer unb ©eebäber anautreffen finb. SSon biefem fünfte 
auS laufen bie Tauibf-Scbiffc nad) SKobile, einem bebeutenben 
Stabelbfafc für bie Söaumolle SHabamaS. 28äbrenb ber Sieber- 
aeit mobnen biele reidje Semoljner Wem Orleans auf ber anberen 
Seite bcS Sßontcbantrain, roo bie ©eeroinbc bie 9WiaSmen bermebcu 
unb bie Suft gefunb ift. 2Bie in Wem $orf, fo batten bie $eurfdjen 
aud) in Wem Orleans einen ©efangberein gegrünbet, ber unter bcr 
ßeitung bcS $errn 2J?anoubricr eines SremerS, red)t £üd)tige$ 
leiftete. 3tt>ei Stbenbe ber SBodje maren baburdj ausgefüllt, bie 
übrigen bradjtc man in (SafeS ober ber grofeen #alle unter bem 
@t. CTbarleS £>oteI 31t. 2>iefeS ©aftbauS ift eines ber grofjartigften 
meldjc id) gefeben unb imbonirt meit mebr roie baS berübnüe 
3lftorl)oufe in Wem SJorf. 

@S ift auf Serien gebaut unb bringt nur 2% obmobl baS 
SBirtbfd)üftSlocaI für $35000 baS 3>abr berpadjtet ift, unb aufjer» 
bem bie bielen SWagaaine nad) ber ©trafee au &obe $adjt ein- 
bringen. 

StaS 3>eranbab unb 3t. fiouiS $oteI finb aud) gefcbmacfüoll 
gebaute ©aftbäufer. $n Iefetcrem befinbet fid) bie franaöftfdje 
39örfcnbaUe roo aud) bie Wegerbcrfäufe ftattfinben. $>d) fdjauberte 
als id) ben erften äierftetgerungen bon ÜJlenfdjenfleifd) beiroobnte, 
als id) boren mufete roie biefe Sajroaraen gfeid) Söaaren angebrie- 
fen unb berfteigert mürben. 

Sn Watdjea, Sßort ©ibfon unb £ejaS erlebte id) biefe ©ceneu 
nod) oft. hieben meinem SWagaaine in ^$ort ©ibfon befanb fld) 
eine Wegerberberge, roo bie Sclabenbänbler bis aum SBerfauf ibrer 
SBarc bicfelbe unterbielten. .(Stommt ein §anbler mit einem brobe 
of negroeS (man fagt aud) brobe of cattle) l)\et an, fo eilen bie 
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Äaufluftigen hierher um bic eigenfdwften ber fchroaraen äöare 
fennen au lernen. Die ^flanaer finb fehr f>einlic^ beim SluSroäh* 
len. (£& genügt ihnen nid)t, 3lu£funfi über bie Orähigfeiten au er* 
langen, aud) förberlid) mirb bec aufünftige Arbeiter genau unter' 
fudjt. Die Sieger tuaren gemölmlid) reinlich uub nett gefleibet unb 
feiten bemerfte ich niebergefchlagene betrübte Lienen, ©in l^unge 
fiel mir auf beffen ©efichtefarbe mei&er mie bie meine mar. §d) 
frug um, mie er unter bie ©claben geraden fei? £r mar über 
biefe Sraße gana erftaunt unb berfidjerte mid) farbiges JBlut in 
ben Hbern au hoben, ba er Cuatrone fei. 63 ift mirtlid) fdjtoer 
biefe Älaffe bon farbigen au untertreiben, ba fie regelmäßige 
fchöne 3üge unb ein feine* flcifchfarbeneS Kolorit haben, mie bie 
©reolen. 9fem Crleanö, baS ftd) im allgemeinen buref) bie Ijerr* 
liehen grarieufen gönnen beS frönen ©efölethtS anzeichnet ift 
befonberS berühmt roegen feiner Cuatroncn. Diefe haben be- 
fonbere Salle bie aud SReugierbe bon ber männlichen ^ugenb, be- 
fonberS bon allen 5*emben befucht merben. Äein männlicher 
@d)maraer barf hier erfcheinen, ben SBeifeen allein ift ber ?lnblicf 
biefer «Schonen bergönnt. Da oft ©treit auf biefen 93äIIen ent- 
geht, fo inufe fid) jeber Gintretenbe einer genauen Unterfudjung 
unterwerfen. Das (f infdjmuggeln bon SBaffen mirb baburd) ber« 
hinbert. SWir hielt man fogar meinen großen $au£fd)lüffel aurücf. 

21ud) bie Greolen haben ihre eigenen ©älle, nur finb hier 
beiberlei @efd)Iecf)ter bertretcit f°h junge granaofen bie bor 
ben fdjönen (Süblänberinnen herumfprangen al§ mären fie @ri* 
fetten ber balfdjambetre ober ber granbe djaumiere in ^ari§. 

Die SWaffe ber beutfdjen Söebößerung mohnie in öafaöette 
einem Sorftäbchen bon «Rem Orleans. Dort beftanb aud) eine 
beutfdje Sühne in einem «retterberfdjlag, ba fie fetjr menig leiftete. 
Söährenb ber Slnmefenbeit ber &anno GlSler fünbigte biefe Zuxppc 
mehreremal an, bafe bie Äünftlerin heute nod) nicht auf ihren 
üjrertern ericnemeu meroe. 

Sanno that biel ©uteS an ihren SanbSleuten in 9*em Or- 
leanÄ. Sie fdjenfte $500 aum ©rbauen einer beutfehen ftirche 
unb unterftüfcte biele arme SHinftler unb fonftige Sebürftige. 

Sd) berfehrte aud) hier noch mit bielen teranifdjen ÜKitbür« 
gem. einige horten ftd) hier niebergelajfcn. 2THe hegten bie 816- 
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fid)t, fobalb bie SOer^ältniffe ber jungen ttebublif fid) etroaS mehr 
georbnet hätten, borten aurücfaufe&ren. ^d) felbft fdjrieb bamalS 
an meinen SBater roertlid) : „Obfdjon midj £era3 burd) ba8 immer- 
mäbrenbe Sailen bei ^apiergelbeS unb burd) Srranfbeit hart mit- 
genommen hat, merbc id) bod) trachten bortfjin aurütfaufehren, fo- 
balb id) febe bafe idi in Mmerifa bleiben mufe. Die befdjränften 
Gteifter bie £era£ mit SBorurtbeil betradjten. unb nie bort roaren, 
meil fte ben 3Ruü) baju nicht haben, berberben ehrlichen 2ttenfd)en 
ben ©rebit unb benehmen baburd) unternebmenben jungen ßeuten 
bie d)ance bormärtS au fommen. 2Bie mit allen neuen Unterneh- 
mungen ging eS aud) mit £exa3. 9cad)bem baS Eabital bon über- 
fdjmänglicfjen Hoffnungen, EntbuftaSmuS unb menig ©elb, ber- 
ausgabt mar, folgte ein ©tillftanb, tbeilmeifc Erfd)laffung unb 
häufig Enttäufcbuug. gür alle 2Rüben, für bie bielen beftanbenen 
©cfabren, für baö bielc bineingefteefte Vermögen, aeigte fid) fein 
augenfdjeinlicheS Ergebnife. 2)a$ mar bie 3eit ber Prüfung bie 
jeber SluSmanberer fomic ber junge Staat felber au befteben hatte. 

©ottlob bafj bie meiften Söetoobner bon %e%c& ihr begonnenes 
Sßerf fortfefeten, fonft bred)e ba8 junge ©taatSgebäube aufammen. 
E8 mar eine Stimme: 2>aÄ fianb müffe fid) mit ber Seit burd) ben 
9teid)tt)um feines 93oben3 unabhängig machen, barum ftimmten 
aud) bie alten Slnfiebler fänülid) gegen eine Anleihe tut Tilgung 
ber @taatsfd)ulb. 

Die großen ©treefen ßanbeS, roelcbe ber <Staat unb jeber 
©ürger befafe, mufeten bod) enblid) einmal au SBertf) fommen. Die 
neu angelegten Sßflanaungen bod) enblid) einen Ertrag liefern ber 
bic 3KögIid)feit ber Erhaltung berbürgte. 

SEöer bie ©efcbidjte ber einaelnen Staaten 2lmerifa8 fennen 
gelernt, mer bie Erfahrungen ber einaelnen Slnfiebler angehört 
hat, bem hrirb eS befannt fein, bafe in ber neuen Seit nur burd) 
bie $In[)äufung ber Söebölferung unb bie baburd) folgenbe Ver- 
mehrung beS SanbmirthS Weidjthümer für ben Einaelnen mie für 
ben <3taat ermodjfen fonnen. Sluf biefer ©runblage beruht ber 
aufünfttge Söohlftanb bon £exa3. Unb bie ©tretfen bie heute nod) 
bon ^nbianern burd)aogen merben unb feinen halben Oulben ben 
21rfer roerth ftnb, enthalten bielTeidjt in 10 fahren fdmn blühenbe 

467 



Digitized by Google 



$eutf<$*«mertfanifc$e®efdjidjUblätter 

Sßflanaungcn unb fcanbeltreibenbe ©tobte. SBcr aisbann Öanb 
foiifen null mufe 10 unb 20fadje greife aaf)Ien. darauf fbefu- 
Iiercn bie, bie mit amerifanifdjen 93erf)älrniffen bertraut finb : fie 
entbehren einige Safjre, ifjre 2luSbauer wirb aber enblirf) belohnt. 
Die aus Guropa fomiuenben ßinmanberer fdjrerfeu nur au fjäufig 
fd)on im erften ^abre juriief unb aiefjen öon einer ©teile aur an- 
beren, ba fie nirgenbS finben, maS fie geträumt fjaben. <£)a^ (flenb 
mufj fie nur au oft bractifd) madjen. 2>ab,er fommt aud) baS 
©bridjroort ber Mmerifaner: ein S)eutfd)er fängt erft an fein (#lücf 
ju madjen, nad)bem er SMcS berloren tjat." 

211S ber ©ommer b,erannaf)te, bie bielen ©djiffe, bie ben $a- 
fen belebten, fyeimmartS jogen; öon einer 33ebölferung bon 130 000 
fdjon 50 000 bie ©tabt berlaffcn Ratten, ba mürbe aud) in mir 
ber SBunfd) rege bie alte $eimatb, mieber &u fefjcn unb bem gelben 
9rieber au entgegen, baS allgemein befürdjtet rourbe. — ©eit Mo- 
naten mar idj oljne alle 9tad)rid)ten öon au §aufe geblieben, td) 
blatte meine 2lbftd)t bafjin aurürfaufe^ren nie gedufjert, id) mollte 
überrafajen unb augleid) bie Shmbe bringen bafc eS mir nad) 4« 
iä&rigem Slufenttjalt gelungen mar eine felbftftänbige ©tellung in 
ber SBelt einnehmen au fönnen. Sftir roaren aroei ef)renb,afte ©tel- 
lungen angeboten roorben. ©ine, bie erridb,tung unb Sü&rung 
eines ®efd>äfteS in §oufton für ein adjtbareS $auS in Wem Or- 
leans, bie Slnbere in ein tüdjtigeS öefdjäft als ^rocurift einau« 
treten- ßanb, aber feine SReidjtljümer fyatte id) mir erroorben, bis 
baljin aber aud) gar nid)t barauf geredjnet. S)aS ©efürjl mir felbft 
bie 2tuSfid)t auf eine felbftftänbige 3uft*nft bereitet a« faben 
genügte mir im 23. ^afyve. 

©uten üflutljS bereitete idj mid> aur STbreife bor. ©in ©e- 
fannter, ©uftab ©djity auS SöaubSbed, fanb einen ßabitän, ber 
bireet nad) Hamburg in öabung lag, unb bemog mid) ben Umtoeg 
über 9?cm Dorf aufaugeben unb bireet mit if)tn au reifen, ©amftag 
fünbigte er mir an, bafe SKontag bie Srigg ®ania in ©ce ftedje. 
§d) entfdjlofe mid) fdjnen, fanbte mein ©ebäd an 93orb unb bradjte 
bie furae 8«t nodj mit meinen Sreunben au. 

5DeS ©amStagS in ber 9toä)t braü) ein grofeeS fteuex in 9Gen> 
Orleans aus, oben in ber ©anal ©trafee, meines ein ganaes Viertel 
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ber ©tabt in Slfdje legte. £k 3Kagaaiene bon Zabad unb SöbiSfeb 
gaben bein Seuer reidjlid) Nahrung. ß£ mar ein großartige« 
©djaufpicl. Stuf ben ©allericn unb ben flauen Däfern crblitftc 
man bei ber §elle be$ ÖeuerS bie rei^enben GJeftalicn ber SEödjter 
ßouifiana'S. Sie neugierigen ©djroaraen blidten überall t)ertoor. 
35ie uniformirten jßonuncrS lärmten unb arbeiteten in größter 
Crbnung fort, aber erft gegen ÜKorgen gelang cS ibnen bie SBurl) 
beS ©lementä au fjemmen. 6:3 mar ein großartiger 2tbfd)ieb ben 
mir bie ©tabt Wem Orleans bot. £cS SIbenbS fd)Iebbte uns ber 
Stampfer §crcuIeS in @ce. 

Sieife auf ber Srtgg $ania, Gabt. 3anfen, 
bon 9teto Orleans nad> Hamburg 
£L 3nni— 12. Bngnft 1841. 

Grrft nadjbcm id) bom SJorbed aus bie Btabt nid)t mebr feben 
fonnte, frieg id) in bie ftajüte binab unb mar ntajt menig berroun' 
bert, foldje feljr flein, aller 93equemlid)feitcn bar unb lebig, fcalb 
mit SBaren angefüllt au finben. £er Slabitän, obfdjon nidjt ber 
befte Sfreunb ber SWatrofen mar febr auborFommcnb gegen und. 
©eine Seeleute batte er trüber bcrloren. ©ie roaren ibm, mie eS 
bäufig borfommt, in 2km Orleans babongelaufen. Kur i — 
©teuermann, 3imniermann unb ©djiffsjunge roaren ibm geblie- 
ben. @egen ben ©ommer bin berlaffen aber alle auSlänbifdjen 
©djiffc ben $afen unb ber Söegebr nad) SWatrofen ift baber febr 
ftarf . .ftabiiän Söffen mar baber genotbigt, bie erften beften bie 
ftd) als SKatrofen ausgaben au beuren unb in Solge beffen fcotte 
er aus 5 nur Ü roirflidje ©eelcute an 33orb. &£r eine mar ftetS 
franf, ber Slnbere gitterte unb bebte roenn er bei bemegter ©ec 
im Xafelrocrf arbeiten folltc. SBir erlebten, fdjon dje mir bie 
WabamaS im SRüden bitten, mebrerc fquallS, fpäter im 
Dcean mebrere febr beftige ©türme, ©er Langel an ©eeleuten 
mürbe baber febr füblbar, unb mebrere male mürbe bie ftotb fo 
groß, baß mir 3 ^affagiere aus allen Gräften mitarbeiten mußten. 
S)icS mar namentlid) bom HL — 18. %ul\ ber SaH. ©djüfc unb 
id) borten aus 93orfid)t einen gebörigen Sorratb ^ortmein, STOabeira 
& Gognac unb Zitronen eingelegt, ba auf ben ITeinen ßauffafjrern 
in ber Äajüte IjödjftenS ein ©Iä*<ben ©enebre ober 9him berab* 
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rcid)t wirb. 3<f) regulierte häufig bie «Seeleute unb mar am 17. 
SlbcnbS gerabe bamit bcfrf)äftiflt auf bem SBorbecfe einen ^unfeb 
abaubrennen um meines HatcrS ©eburtstag fcftlid^ au begeben, 
ba erljob ftd) ein beftiger Sturm, ber mir eine Sbrifemelle über 
Äobf unb ^unfd) fonbie, bafe mir geamungen maren auf olle 0c* 
burtStagSgcnüffc ju bcraid)ten. Tie ganac 92a<ftt braufte unb 
tuütfjetc baS bom Crfan gebeitfdjte Baffer. 

Unfer Saljracug. baS lange nidjt genug SJallaft, obfebon eine 
bolle Öabung 2abaf im 9iaum I)atte, lag auf ber Seite bafe ben 
Üßatrofen felMt bange mürbe. Anfangs mar jeboä? bie SRotr) am 
gröfeten, 16 Segel mnren gu raffen als ber Sturm begann unb 
baS 3<U)raeug au entmaften brofjte. Wut 4 SJeute fonnten baau 
bermenbet merben, alle Slnbcren Ratten alle #änbe boll auf bem 
Söerbcrf au ttyun. Xer ftabiiän commanbirte Xeutfd), Xänifd), 
©nglifd), lief mic toll umfjer, ba er oft gar nid)t berftanben mürbe. 
G?r übergab mir, ba id) täglid) aur 3lbmed)fclung gefteuert hatte, 
baS 9hiber um einen 3J2ann mebr au geminnen aum ßinaieben ber 
Segel. (£8 mar biel gemagt, cS mar ein feidjtftnnigeS Vertrauen 
meinen #änben baS «Sdjirffal bcS SdjiffeS a" übergeben. SBir 
borten feine Seit a" überlegen, jebc Minute mar foftbar. 3d) 
griff in'S ftab unb Icnfte glütfltdjermeife mic eS bie Sage bcS 
SdjiffeS crbcifdjtc. $n Stunbcn mürbe eS mir flar maS eS 
Reifet au fteuern, maS eS Ijcifet in bunfler 9fad)t, memt bie Elemente 
bie unS tragen, fid) befämpfen, bie unä bem 3tel entgegenfübren 
follen unb baS Sdnff unb bie 3)?annfd)aft unberfebrt erbalten. 
Seber falfd)e Xrud fonntc bem Sd)iff unb ben in ben SDiaften 
bcfd)äftigtcn SKatrofcn unfjeilbringenb fein. GS mar übrigens eine 
Sfreube au feben mic 2HTcä metteiferte im Arbeiten. 2)ie Seeleute, 
meldje bie meutcrifctic 3Ibfid)t öfter gehegt unb berabrebet batten, 
ben Siabitän über üöorb au merfen, bollaogen beffen Gommanbo 
nod) ebc er eS auSgefbrodien batte. 3efet acigt eS ftd) mer ein 
SKann ift, fagte öfter ber SBiberfbenftigfte bon ibnen, ein ßieler. 
Xer 3med ber SIrbeit mar bie Scrbftcrbaltung. Gabitän unb 
2ßannfd)aft batten nur ein ^ntereife, unb barum bie ©inigfeit im 
9tugcnblid ber ©efnbr. ßeinc Sd)imbfreben mic: %for röbffe 
©atanS! ober $br bänifdjen ©rüfcföbfel borte man in biefer 9ta<fct. 
SDie ?Pbbftognomieen batten einen emften, entfd)iebenen ÄuSbrua* 
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angenommen. 2>aS STugc fo£) ruhig bie ©efahr fommen unb 
fpäljte bie fünfte aus mo .§ülfe am nötfngften mar. GS bauerte 
lange bis bie balbgcrafftcn ©rurmfegel bie früheren 16 erfefet t)at« 
ten. 93iS in ben £ag hinein tobte bnö aufgeregte 2Jceer, baS Stollen 
bcS Sal)r3eugd mar f)öd)ft gefährlich rocgen bcS SftangelS an Söallaft 
unb ber leisten ßabung. ^eboc^ aud) biefeS mal ging bie ©efatjr 
glücflid) borüber unb mir erblirften am 7ten Üluguft bie bunfcln 
Seifen beS (Sabe ßanbsenb, bie erfte Anficht bon ©uroba nach einer 
47tägigen Sabrt. 5Der Söinb mar äufeerft günftig; mir burdV 
flogen ben ©anal mit bollen ©egeln, mäfjrenb bie (Schiffe bon ber 
Sßorbfee mit halbgerafften ©rurmfegeln an unS borbei labierten 
um bem ©cean au erreichen, ©anae flotten frcujten beS SBinbcS 
megen amifdjen ben Shretbefelfen ©nglanbS unb' ber franaöfifdjen 
ßüftc. 2Bir fuhren oft ganj nahe an ben <3d)iffen in ber 9lad)t 
borüber. 2(IIe Ratten fiaternen ausgehängt, nur unfer (Sabitain 
liefe fein @d)iff unbeleuchtet baljinfegeln. ©ine unberaeihlidje Un» 
borfid)tigfeit, ba mir in ber bunfeln ^acht leidet mit unferen Kol- 
legen aufammenftofjen tonnten. Stuf biefe SBeife mag manches 
Unglüd gefchehen. (schon bei Stexet näherte fidj unS ein ©eelotfe. 
SDer &abitain fjanbelte mit ihm unb mürbe einig. Sie mageren 
©eeleute aus ber ^atjbe marfen eine fleine SdjalujJbe über 93orb, 
befjenb drangen 3 SRann hinein ruberten au unS her unb festen 
ihren Äamcraben an ber (stricfleiter unferer Sörigg ab. SBir be- 
hielten günftigen SBinb bis mir #etgoIanb baffirt Ratten bon mo 
mir bireet auf baS Hamburger 3feuerfd)iff loSfteuertcn. 33or allen 
anberen §äfen freuaen bie Sotfen um bie Schiffe aufaufuetjen, bor 
Hamburg liegen fie ruhig bor »nfer unb n5tf)igen bie (Schiffe au 
ihnen heranaufahren, um fie abauholen. $er SBinb mar au einem 
Sturm herangemadjfen als mir unS bem geucrfdnff näherten. 2>aS 
©ommanbo bcS Seelotfen mürbe bon ber SWannfchaft fdjledjt aus- 
geführt. Unb \tatt bie «Segel borfjer fdwn umauftelten um baS 
Safjraeug füll au [teilen, mürbe bieS erft fbäter ausgeführt, fo bafe 
mir bie Sotfen beS fteuerfchiffeS hinter unS lieften; biefe tobten 
unb fchimbften, mollten erft gar nicht an ©orb fommen, bequemten 
ftd) aber enblich bod) baau ©inen aus ihrer SKitte abautreten. <£r 
brachte baS gahraeug glücflich nach Gurjfafen. SSir lagen aroifetjen 
aroei anberen (Schiffen. GS mar hohe Seit &cn ^nfer auSaumerfen, 
ber SBinb trieb uns gegen 2 bor Slnfer Iiegenbe 3meimafter. &oum 
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mar aber bie JRette abgelaufen, fo brad) fie in ber 9ftittc unb mir 
trieben rafd) nad) bem tiefen SSaffcr. $ie 93erroirrung mar all- 
gemein, ber Gajritän fbrang rafd) nad) bem ^fodfegcl um cS 311 
roenben, eS fdjlug um baS fjerabhängenbe Seil, ummirfeltc fein 
Sein unb fdmellte ihn über 33orb. Gr fdjrie fürchterlich, bis mir 
ihn auS ber ©efahr befreiten. 3)er ameite SInfer mürbe gemorfen 
unb hielt glücflichermeife feft. 2>en 12. Stuguft lagen mir im $afen 
bon Hamburg. ©chüfc unb id) fäumten nicht lange baS Ufer 31t 
betreten. $tch ftieg im #otel ©t. Petersburg bei $arbmann ab, 
©d)üfc eilte feine eitern in SBanbSbecf aufeufuchen. GS mar uns 
©eiben mohl, einmal mieber beurfdjen ©oben unter ben Siifjcn 
ju haben, nad) Öo&wlanger Slbmefenheit unb einer 52tägigen ©ee« 
fahrt. 3d) blieb 5 £age in Hamburg, meift in öefellfchaft bem 
©dnxfc unb bcnufcte bie furje 3eit mid) fo biel mie möglid) bcS 
öebenS ju erfreuen. 9hir einmal mürbe id) unangenehm berührt 
unb jroar burd) baS ©enehmen eines Meinen birfen ^oliaeibcamten, 
ber fid) einbilbete er tonne mid) ebenfo barfdj unb bemüthigenb 
behanbeln mie bie armen $anbroerfsburfd)en, bie er bor fid) hatte. 
Gr mollte mir einen abgelaufenen, bollftänbig legalifirten §ei« 
mathSfdjetn nid)t bifiren, maS mir natürlid) ^ödjft rounbcrlid) er« 
fdjeinen mufete, ba man bod) am Wachhaufereifen niemanben Zu- 
bern foll. ^«5 erfuhr, bafe ein SRaffauifcher Conful in Hamburg 
fei unb brachte burd) biefen meine Rapiere balb in Crbnung. 
Ueber §annober unb Äaffel reifte id) nad) granffurt in ber $oft. 
5>a) eilte burd) bie befannten ©trafen ju meinem ©dnuager unb 
mie froh mar id), roelcher ©tein rollte mir bom $eraen als idj er- 
fuhr bafe meine Familie, bon ber id) fo lange ohne Nachricht mar, 
im heften SBohlfein mar. 3<f) fuhr nad) #öcf)ft, um meine ©djmc» 
fter ju überrafd)en, als ber Gifenbahnjug hielt, erblicfte id) meinen 
Söater. ^d) roeife nid)t mie id) über bie berfdjloffene Xl)ür megflog, 
als id) ihn faf). ^d) fprang auf ihn <ju unb überzeugte mid) bafj 
er gefunb unb munter mar mie immer; er madjte einen 9lbfted)er 
bom S3abe ©oben nad) QJeifenheim unb beroog mid) ihn au begleiten. 
2)ie Gifenbahn mar mährenb meiner Slbmcfenhcit gebaut, fie über- 
rafd)te mid). ÄlS id) aber ben alten Schein mieberfah, als mir bie 
bunfeln SRebenbcrge auS bem JRhcingau entgegenroinfteu, ba über 
fd)lid) mid) ein mehmüthig glücflidjeS ©efühl. SBie ein Straum 
fam mir StlleS bor, als mir beim r>crrlict)ften ÜBctter im ©eifen- 
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Reimer ßocalbot an ben biclen Unfein unb Drtfdjaften borbct fuh- 
ren unb id) enblid) baS ©djlofe Sofanniäburg unb bic fdjonen 
©eifentyeimer &ird)tf)ürme miebererblitfte. SBie oft ljatten bie 
Silber biefer entaüdenben Sanbfdjaft mir borgefdjmebt in Sfmerifa; 
mie oft mar id) barauf gefafjt biefc reiaenb fc^önc §cimatl) nidjt 
mieberaufefjen. ^c^t betrat td) fic, unb jeber Ginbrudf übertraf 
meine ßrmartung. Sdjon auf bem 3)am4>fbot traf id) mehrere 
SBefannte; als mir aber an bcr Sörüdfe in (9ctfenl)eim anlegten, unb 
id) meine 3J!utter, ©cfd)mifter unb Sreunbe am Ufer faf), mo fie 
ben Sßatcr ermarteten, an mid) aber nidjt backten, ba borte id) in 
einem STugenblide Gntfdjäbigung für 53icle^, maS id) feit %afytcn 
entbehrt tjatte. $ie §eimatfj feierte einen 2riumbf. 

9iarf)rraß Dom Januar 1847. 

Heber fünf ^afjre ftnb berfloffen feitbem id) SRetu Orleans 
berlaffen unb mid) in meiner .§eimatlj mieber eingebürgert battc. 
3111c 2tu»fid)tcn bie id) mir in ber neuen SBelt eröffnet, liefe id) auf 
ben SEBunfd) meiner Samilie E)in unbenufet. SWit febmerem ^erjen 
gab id) auf, ma£ id) mit SWiiljen errungen. ßbgleid) bie ©djatten« 
feiten bcS amerifanifdjen, namentlid) beS teranifdjen ÖebenS, mir 
nidjt aus bem (9ebäd)tnife gefommen maren, obfdjon id) bem beut» 
fdjen fieben bicle fdjöne Seiten abgemonnen hatte, bie mir borfjer 
nod) fremb maren, fo jog e« mid) bod) immer mieber nad) bem 
Sanbc f)in, mo ftd) SIIcS neu geftaltete, mo nidjt alle 93erl)ältniffe 
fd)on gegeben ftnb, mo ber, meldjer mirfen mill, nod) ein grofeeS 
Selb für feine S^jatigfeit finbet. $d) blieb mit einigen meiner 
beften Sreunbc in ftetem 93riefmed)fel, id) traf mandjc in Guroba 
mieber. 3Tuf meinen beftänbigen SReifen, bie mid) mit Seilten auS 
allen ©täuben befannt mad)ten, fiel bie Unterhaltung häufig auf 
amerifanifdie 3wftänbe unb befonberS auf bie 2Tu£manberung. 
Sd) lebte in ©ebanfen nod) immer jenfcitS beS SftccreS. $)er GFnt» 
fdjlufe mürbe in mir sunt jmeiten 3)lale reif mir in XexaB eine 
Sufunft au grünben, bie $eimatb, au berlaffen. 93ieIeS \)ai fid) 
bort geanbert. SßielcS ift beffer, SRidjtS fdjled)ter gemorben. $te 
STufmerffamfeit ber auSmanbernben SBelt ift auf ben fruchtbaren 
«oben, auf bie öefilbe beS gefunben SßeftenS bon £eya8 gerichtet. 
SBie natürlich, bafe bic @d)irffale ber einaelnen Sinmanberer man- 
nigfache S3eurtheilungen herborriefen. %ebet nahm feine eigene 
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©rfafjrung als Worin an um allen SRadjfoIgenben ib,re Öaufbafm 
borauacidmen. 3u häufige Sobpreifungcn, aber aud) unoerant- 
mortlidje ©djmäbungcn unb ©ntftellungen maren bie golge. ©S 
finb meljr S'ntereffcn an ber ©dnffabrt nad) ftorb Slmertfa bettet 
ligt, meljr im ftanbel bafjin als nad) £ejraS unb biefem @runbe 
finb biele nad)tl)eiligc 33crid)te über £eya§ a"3"fd)reiben. Serner 
i|"t bie amerifanifdjc treffe ft'Ibft barteiifd), roeil XeraS ein ©claben' 
fjanbelnbcr Staat ift unb baburd) eine 3$ermel)rung ber 2ßad)t beS 
©übenS. Söeinabe ^cber ber fid) um teyanifdje Sitteratur befüm« 
mert bat, mirb fid) ber 5fu§fagcn beS 27?r. SBiolet erinnern, meldte 
„$aS SfuSlanb" au§füb,rlid), biele 93Iätter aber im 9fu$aug, bem 
^ublifum mitflct^eitt f)at. 9Wr. üßiolet tjat nie eriftirt. ©r biente 
nur als 9hiM)ängefdnIb um ben Dielen fabeln bie er auftifd)te 
SBcujrfdjeinlidifeit au bcrieifjcn. ©in iTeiner #err, ben id> in 
#oufton öfter faf). ber bort bei Sftabame 2JiiTon roofjnte unb unter 
bem tarnen Oiraf Karbon fiourirte, ift ber Urheber beS ©erfeS. 
©r lebte fo menig mie id) unter ben ©ommandjeS unb berbanfte 
feine ©d)ilberungcn ber ^nbiancr ben SBcrfen be§ $icattme in 
Wem Orleans, bem 9P?r. ßenbalt, roetdjer ben fatalen Sug nad) 
©anta $e bon XeraS ans mitmadjte. ©r entmirft a. 93. eine glän- 
aenbe ©diiTberung bon bem $5uj>tling ber ©ibanS, ©aftro, unb 
legt biefem bie bodjrrabcnbften STeufjerungen gegen bie Getaner in 
ben ÜThtnb, bebaubtet biefe 9totI)b,autc mären genau mit ben ©uro» 
baifmen ©taatSroefen befannt unb fbradjen 4 — 5 ©bradien. lie- 
fen berühmten Reiben fetrj id) in $oufton tjerumgef)en, in fjalbaer- 
Iumbter mertfanifäier Uniform, reo er für ein ©Ia§ SB&iSFeb gern 
eine ©ommiffton beforgte. ©r unb fein ©tamm maren ftetS 
ftreunbe ber ©ommandjeS unb Srcunbc ber Iraner. ®ie ber- 
äd)trid)e ©bracfie, meldie bie ^nbianer gegen bie Iraner geführt 
tioben folten, bofote gcrabc für ben Smecf beS ©abitain «Warrbatt 
ber auS ben ÜRotiaen be§ ©ount 9farbon unb ben ©milberungen 
beS Wtr. .GenbaTT, ben mirflid) intereffant abgefaßten Vornan beS 
37?r. SBioTet gcfd>rieben fiai 

28ie oft mürben in ben beutfdben Sphingen bie SfuSroanberer 
in Weiras iu lOOten fcalbiert, bie SSeiber gefd)änbet, bie ©augfinge 
an ber 93ruft ber «flhttter gefbiefet, mie berameifelt mehrten fid) bie 
alten ©reife, mie riifircnb Tautete bie ganac ©efd)id)te. ©ie mar 
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erfunben um bie ßeute nad) Sßorbamerifa 311 Iocfen, obet au3 ^ofe 
gegen einen Seriellen <£olonifation*bfon. 

2)a8 9lu8toanbern felbft fann nidjt unterbriidtt Serben. ©8 
ift alfo eine fd)öne unb große Aufgabe, bie 60 — 70 000 3ftenfd)en 
bie iäljrltd) 2>eutfd)Ianb berlaffen, au leiten, fie fobiel mie möglid) 
3U concentrieren, baburd) boS beutfd)e Clement au ben>ab,ren unb 
bunf) baffenbe SBerbinbung mit bem SWutterlanbe ben SBerluft an 
Slrbeitäfraft unb (Kapital mieber einaubringen. 33a bie SRegie- 
rungen nidjt meljr bie lOOOte bon 2Renfd)en bie bie $eimatlj 
berlaffen, ib,rem ©djidfal überlaffen fönnen, ba in bielen Kammern 
baÄ ^ntereffe be« »uStoanbererS marm bertreten hrirb, fo ift es 
au ertt>arten bafe bie Regierungen felbft SSege bahnen toerben um 
unbemittelten Familien bie StuSftdjt au berfdjaffen in SCmerifa iljr 
öfortfommen au ftnben, ober menigftenS bie ©efellfdjaften au unter- 
fingen bie fid) biefen IobenStbertfyen Srowf aur STufgabe gemalt 
Ijaben. 2)urd) eine Goncentration ber ÄrbeitSfräfte ber StuSnwri' 
bemben tonnten grofee Erfolge errettet toerben, bie fid) bon ein- 
aelnen, berljältnifemäfjig aerftreut toofmenben ©intooljnem nie er« 
reiben laffen. 3fä bin überaeugt bafe in toenigen %af)ren überall 
Vereine beftefjen toerben, bie in allen toeftlid)en Staaten «merila« 
tljre ßanbereien beftfcen unb ganae (Semeinben au SCctionören f)a- 
ben toerben. SBenn (Semeinben a. 93. bie biele Sfrme au ernähren 
feaben iebeS 3M>r eine gamilie auSrüften mürben um fid) in irgenb 
einer (Kolonie anaufiebeln, fo ertoüdjfe eine gro&e (£rleid)terung 
^ieraud für ben Sfonenfonbd. 2)er Ofamilte märe geholfen unb 
ba8 empfangene (£abiiäld)en fann in einer toof)Iorganifirten (Solo* 
nie Ieidjt bom ©mbfänger abberbient toerben. 3$ finbe eÄ fe^r 
unredjt toie eS fo häufig gefd)ief|t, einaelne ©täbte ber 93er Staaten 
au nennen, als Diejenigen, in toeldjen ein Deutfdjer allein fein 
©lücf madjen tonne. %m SBeftcn ber 93er. Staaten finb fyerrltdje 
©tretfen ßanbeS, bie fid) für ben beutfcfjen Sauer boraüglid) eignen 
unb ein mima beftfeen baS biel 9Tef)nIid)feit mit unferem beutfdjen 
Jmt. Sur $1.50 ben STrfer ift bort ßanb in SWaffe au faufen. ©em 
Söeften ftefct burd) feine Sage atoifdjen Sflüffen unb ©een eine grofee 
Sufunft bebor. $anbtoerfer aller STrt ftnben efcer in ben boIT. 
reiben atlantifdjen ©tobten, in bem gemerbt^ätigen Innern ber 
Union 99efd)äftigung mie in SEeyaS. ®iefe§ f)at bagegen anbere 
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93oraüge, 8- bie in ben übrigen Staaten niäjt au finbenbe $ro- 
buctionSfraft beS 93obenS, bie SKannig faltigfeit ber Sraeugniffe 
besf eTben unb bie faion oft ermähnte £t)atfad)e, bafe Sieb, Sommerä 
unb 2Binter3 im freien anbringen fann, unb bort oljne menfcfjliäie 
$ilfe reiri)Ii<b, 9?af)rung finbet. £abci ift baS ßlima im SBeften 
bon 5£era£ fo gefunb mie in roenig feilen SlmerifaS. SBer nur 
bie nicbrigen, öfters fumbfigcn, baumlofen ßüftenftridje gefefyen 
unb bort gelagert fjat, fann freilid) feine belfere ^bee bom SWima 
befommen toie jener dnglänber bon bem Italiens — ber nie au% 
ben bontinif(b,en ©ümbfen IjerauS mar. — 

S)a3 Stuäroanbern ift eine traurige ßrfdjeinung, bie auf große 
Uebel in ben beftefyenben SBerfyäitniffen fdjliefjen lägt; jcbod) finb 
auÄ $unbert bie $au3 unb $of berfaufen um in &merifa ifyr 
©Iütf au furfjen, fidjerlid) fünfaig bie beffer in ber #eimatb, blieben. 
SRur entftfjloffcne, trjarfröfrige fieute baffen in ein Sanb, roo un« 
geroofynte S)rangfale unb Sdjroierigfeitcn aller 2lrt ben Heuling 
ertoarten. 38er nicrjt auf Sfrbeit unb Crntbeljrung gefafet ift, ber 
bleibe bafjeim. SBer nitf)t bie moralifcfje Kraft in fitt} füJ)It unter 
felbftftänbigen 2Renfd)en eine felbftftänbige Stellung erringen au 
fönnen, ber bleibe im ßanbe, too £ugenben beftefjen, bie in SCmerita 
nid)t anerfannt toerben. 



3U?mt0 bc# Sertoainmglrat* 
ber 

$e»tf*.«merifonif*je« $tft.rifdjen ©efellMaft »on 3Uiti0i0. 

Sluf fcinlabung 3u einer SBerfammlung beS fBerhxtltungärateö 
für SRitthwd), ben 15. SNära 1920, erfdjienen bie Herren $>r. Otto 2. 
©dbmibi, SRidnel g. (Birten, Hubolf Seifert. 

(Jntfdjulbigt bie Herren §einr. ©ornmann, bon ©adferbartb,, 
$uttmann. 

$err $uttmann ließ fidt> infolge ftranfljeit entfdjulbigen. ebenfalls 
h>or $err Uifjlein tranl, »nie aud) #err SBormann. 

35a lein Ctuonim borljanben mar, tourbe bie ©erfammlung bis auf« 
SBeitere oertagt. 

m a s 85 a um, ©djriftfübrer. 

Stenns beö 8ertoaltmtfl8rat3 

ber 

£eutfd)<ttmertfamf4en $tftorifd)en (y«feUfd)aft »01t $((inoi*. 

«luf <£inlabung au einer ©üjung be3 «JertoaltungSrateS ber Gefell* 
fd)aft auf SHittmod), ben 15. ©eptember 1920, erfdjienen bie Herren $r. 
Dtto ii. ©d)mibt, 3Rid)aeI ©irien, Öhibolf ©eifert. 

abtoefenb bon ber Stabt waren bie Herren üon SBaderbartb, unb 
2>etoe3. 

$a hueberum fein Cuorum borljanben h>ar, mürbe nur ba8 (Er* 
)d)einen bei {ommenben $al)rbud)8 befprodjen, nie aud) Nüttel unb 
Jffiege, um ©elber für ben fteljlbetraa aur ©eanblung ber ©ruderred)* 
nung aufzutreiben. 

Semer rourben SJtittel unb SBege befprodjen, um eine rege SWitglie* 
berfampagne in ©aene au fefeen. 

(Srgebenft unterbreitet, 

SR a 5 SB a u m, ©djriftfiujrer. 
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SiJjmiß beä «eroaUungSratS 
ber 

Xnaf(b-«incnfantf(ben ^iftorifdyen ©efetlfcbaft tun 31ltn»i». 

?Iuf (£iulabung a u einer Styung bc£ $BertoaItung£rate8 ber ©efell* 
fc^oft auf Samatag, ben 19. SWära erfä)ienen bie folgenbcn $er* 

ren: 2>r. Otto Sd/mibt, SWidjael 3- ®irtcn unb JRubolf ©eifert. 

2>ie llnmoglicbteit, ein Citoiuui aufammeu au belontmen tourbe ba* 
burdj erflärt, baß einige bcr regen SWitglteber be3 «JertoaltungSrate* 
buraj toranfbeit oerbinbert toaren ober burdj ihre 2ättg!eit in SBobltätig« 
feitäöeranftaitungen fo in ttnferudj genommen würben, bafe ihr Cr* 
jd)einen au entfdEnilbigen toar. 

J>er ©erretär berichtete über baö Grjäjeinen beS ^abrbudjeS 1918 
— 19 unb über bie Vorbereitungen für baS Jahrbuch 1920 — 21, toie aud) 
über bie fcblecbten Eingänge ber 2Ritglieberbeüräge, fo ba& eS unbebingt 
nottoenbig erfcb>tnt, einen Aufruf für ftethrillige Beiträge im grbfeeren 
SRafeftabe au erlaffen. 

$er Schriftführer berichtet auch über feine Sorreöponbenaen mit 
ben SRitgliebern ber ©efeUfdjaft in $eutfchlanb unb ben ftreunbtn ber 
®efellfchaft bort, befonberd Herren Sßrofefforen Onden, S5r. $afen# 
cleoer, bem Cberheffifchen ©cfdncbtsüerein u. f. to. t unb über bie Äblie* 
ferung ber Jahrbücher in £>eutfd)lanb feit bem Sab" 1914 unb 1915. 

infolge ber Snanfprudjnaljme ber SRitglieber beS 83em>altung8raieÄ 
in SohltärigleitSangelegenheiten für bie beutfchen ßanbe in SRittel* 
eurojn» mürbe befchloffen ober oielmehr gutgeheißen, leine weitere Sifcung 
cinauberufen, bis eine folche ©ü)ung unbebingt nottoenbig erfdjeine. 

irrgeuenjt untertiretter, 

SR a 5 85 a u m, Schriftführer. 

■ocuaji o» -sajni i]u\) rcro. 

infolge oon ftranfbeiten unb anberen nottoenbigen Abhaltungen 
ber SWitgtteber beS SBermaliungSrateS ber ©efellfcbafi, toar ed in ben 
legten jhJÖlf SMonaten feit bem (£rfd)einen bei Ickten Jahrbuches nicht 
möglich, ein Quorum beS SBertoaltungSrateS aufammenaubeiommen unb 
tuurben beShalb bie ®efdjäfte ber (Sefellfcbaft unter ber Antoeifung beS 
^räfibenien unb einiger SKitglieber be8 83ern>altung8raie3 in ber ge* 
toohnten SBeife fortgeführt. 

<££ fei f)iet bemerft, baft mehrere ber tätigften unb beften ffreunbe 
ber Qtefellfdjaft, bie immer bn» größte ^fntereffc an beren goribeftehen 
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• unb (£ntroidlung gezeigt Rotten, in biefet 3ctt burd) ^>en -iob abberufen 
mürben, unb roirb berfelbcn an paffenber Stelle gebadjt roerben. gerner 
fei bemerft, baß faft alle 2Kitglieber beä üJcrroaltungörateS bie ganae Seit 
binburdj uollftänbig mit Arbeiten unb Vorarbeiten für beutfd)'atncrila* 
ni|d)e ilßobltätigfeit für bie bebrängten unb bungernben SRaffen in ben 
beutfajen Kauften in Siniprud) genommen toaren, roesljaib ed au entfdjul* 
bigen ift, baß fie biefe $flid)ten für ^eiliger bidten aU bie SUerroalrunj 
ber Eeutfd>ameri!anifd)<n (yejellfd)aft, beren Arbeiten ja bod) ftetig uno 
ungeftbrt roetter fortgeführt merben. 

3n ben legten atuci ^abren mürben lebhafte iöerfudje gemadjt, eine 
Kampagne für neue SWitglieber fon^uje^cn. £>unberte oon Abriefen 
mürben an *-j>er|ouen gefanbt, melaje für bie 3J?ttglieb|d)afi roünfdjen*; 
mert erjdnenen. <£& mürben Steifen nad> üeri'djiebencn Stäbten un* 
ternommen, um bort ba» ^merejfe neu au beleben. &ber trofc all biefer 
Arbeit mar ber (Erfolg nidjt ber bejte. Ii ine 2luönab,me baoon mar 6t. 
Kouia, SKo., roo mit $ilfc bes §errn ^oijn SN. Rülfing, t>ti #crrn 3. 
SoctuJfelb unb bcö $crrn 3ol)n (£. 3)iencrä eine ftattlidje 8abl neuer 
Ütitglieber ermorben mürben. 

Sud) in SJelleüille, ^Uinob, ift baS ^ntcreffe für bie SÜergangenbe.t 
beutid)*amerilautid}et Xätigfcit bcmaljrt morben unb fei hiermit beut 
§errn (jriebenartdjter £fterbau3 unb jeiner GJemablin, ber iodjter un* 
fereS üerftorbenen greunbeä £afimir Vilbel befonbera für ihr ^ntereije 
unb bie freunblidje Vlufnab,me gebanft, meldje fie beut 6d)reiber biefcö 
auteil metben ließen unb bei roeldjer Gelegenheit fie ücrjprad)cn, ber 
£eutfd)*2lmerilamidjen $ijtoriid)cn (Sleiellicbaft üon Illinois baö ,,.£age= 
bud)" be$ in £cutfd)lanb üerftorbenen General Cfterbauä aur «Jeroffcn;* 
lidntng aur Verfügung au ftellen. 

£aß ber Erfolg ber 2Jtitglieber*Aiampagne nid)t aufrtebenftellenb 
auffiel, ift roobl auf bie £atfad)c aurüdauführen, baß ba£ ameritanifd)«-' 
2)eutfdjtum überall unb fortroäbrenb feine ganae flufmerffamleit ber 
großen unb roadrfenben 9fot im alten Watcrlanbe roibmete, baß jebei 
nur au fparenbe (£ent entmeber an 2)litgliebcr ber eigenen gamilieu 
ober an bortige SBobltätigfcitaanftalten übermiefen mürbe, baß tä leine 
Stabt unb leinen Crt gab, mo 2>eutfd>2lmerilancr aufammeu leb.en, unb 
roo nidjt fortroäbrenb Vcranftaltungen angeregt mürben, um in ber einen 
ober anberen SBeife helfen au lönnen. 

3n ber ftroifdjeuaeit mar aud) bie itorrefponbena mit ben SWirglic* 
bern unfercr (iJefellfdjaft in <£eutfd)lanb roieber red)t rege geroorben, roaä 
rool üiel ^cit in Vlnfprud) nahm, bod) aud) red)t intcreffante Mitteilungen 
brad)ie. £cr ?lu3taufd) ber QJcbanfcn über bie Grlebniffe ber üergange* 
nen ^abre brachte ein $Mlb über bie Verhältniife, bie in ben SKitteU 
Haffen unb in ben ©elebrtenfreifen b,errfd)ten unb rief aud) mand)c Qbe* 

479 



Digitized by Google 



Seutfcb«aineriianifcbe@efdjtdjtsblätter 



fudje unb bitten wn Uuterftügung roadj, bie leibet birelt t?on ber @e* 
fellfc^aft nid)t bcrürffidjiigt merben tonnten, toeil unS, hrie ja betannt, 
bie SKtttel ba^u fehlen. SJodj haben berfdjiebene SRitglieber unferer ®e» 
feUfc^aft nad) bejten Gräften ixyu beigetragen, ber SJlot au Reifen, 
biefec SÖeaiebung trat es tuieber meb,r benn je au Soge, baß in foldjeu 
Mreifen, roo bie 3lot am größten mar, roo baS Clenb fidj am ftärfften 
acigte, ©oben nur Dann angenommen mürben, roenn bie ©etreffenben 
fidj in ber einen ober anberen SBeife bafür erlenntlidj aeigen lonnien — 
burd) Singebote, arbeiten für bie $iftorifdje CSefellfd>aft au liefern. 

2Bie aus bem nadjfolgenben ginana»S)ertdjt ber ©efellfdjaft ^eroor* 
gebt, finb bie Jöerhältniffe in ben legten ^a^ren nidjt bie beften gcroefen. 
^m ^a^re 1919 trugen nur 62 SRitglteber au ben Soften ber ©cfell» 
Idjaft bei, bodj mürben bon ber Keinen immerhin $726.50 beige* 
fteuert. $m ^abre 1920 maren es 103 SJtitglieber, meld* auiammen 
$684.25 für bie öeiellidjaft aufbrachten, llnb im Sab« 1921 führten 
38 aiiitgliebcr ber (öeieiljäjaft $893.25 unferer flaffe au. 

hierbei fei bemern, baß im $ahre 1920 $100.00 bezeichnet finb, 
meldte unfer uerftorbeneS JDiitglicb (£buarb SReber aus Danton, Ohio, in 
feinem ieftamem unferer Öe)ellid)aft oenuadjt hatte, (sb« feinem Sin* 
benfen. 

$n ben ^at)ren, roeldje burd) ben Srinanaberidjt gebeeft finb, bat ein 
SMitglieb allein ber Qtefellfdjaft $600.00 autommen laffen. Unb im 
legten 3ahrc b<w oud) ein anbereS SRitglteb ber ©efellfdjaft $100.00 au* 
lommen laffen, um bie hoben Srudertoften tragen au helfen. 2>ie 3ia* 
men ber $errcn, toeld)e uns in fold) freimütiger unb großmütiger SBeife 
geholfen haben, bie Soften unferer Arbeiten au beden, follten eigentlich 
einaeln angeführt merben, bodj ba biefelbcn mit Untcrftüfeungdgefudjen 
immer überhäuft finb, ift ei nidjt angebracht, biefclben ber Oeffentlidjfeit 
au übergeben. 2>aß ihnen ber beralidjfte 2!anl gebübrt, ift felbftber* 
ftänblidj. 

SBäfjrenb unfere ©efcllfdjaft im Sab« 1919 nodj 131 aablenbe 
SRiiglieber in ihrer iMftc anführen tonnte, mar bie 8°^ " n 3<*b r c 1920 
auf 103 gefunlen, tooruntcr fidj aber a e bn unferer „lebenslänglichen 
SÄitglieber" befinben, luaS ein birefter SUerluft bon 28 3Kiigliebcrn bc* 
beutet, trofc bem $inautreten einiger neuen SHttglieber. S3on ben lebje* 
ren höben aber ebenfalls bie größere %at)l nur einmal einen Jahres* 
beitrag gereiftet. 

Zn ben lebten 3<*b«n tyxt fidj eine rege Sätiglcit in ber ©rünbung 
neuer bemfdjer ©efellfdpften unb in ber Gntroidluug einiger ©efcll* 
l'djafien, roeldje bereits bor bem Kriege beftanben, geaeigt. Stilen biefen 
Bereinigungen follte cS baran gelegen fein, bie einaige beutfdb>ameri!a* 
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niidje ^iftorifc^e <&efellfd)aft in ben SJer. Staaten au unterftüfeen. 3" ber 
£at folltc bie (&ejd)td)te be6 amerilanifd)en Seutfd)tum£ überall oerbrei« 
tet toerben, too e» jid) barum (janbelt, beutfd)ed Siefen unb beuifdje %z* 
beü t>or bie €effeiultd)Ieit au bringen. 

Slus bem ©runbe rufe id) alä ®d)lufewort allen au, toeldje nod) ein 
§era für baß amerifanifdje &eutfd)tum Gaben unb t»eld)e i^re ©elbftad)* 
tung nod) nid): oedoren baben: „Unterftüfet bie S>eutfd>2lmerifani)a> 
$iftoriiaj« CüejeUfdbaft Don ^Uinoiä unb tretet tyr atö SRitglieb beil" 

SRaz. 8a um, ©d)riftfüb,rer. 

Chicago, ZU., im gebruar 1922. 

5m Januar 1910 befanben fid) in ber Stoffe ber ©efellfdjaft $124.63 
3m Aiaufe bed 3ab,re£ gingen ein 
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@ $ 3.00 
6.00 
4.00 
6.00 
7.60 

- 10.00 

- 13.00 
" 16.00 

- 20.00 
" 26.00 



Beiträge oon 1Ü SRitgüebem 

- 16 

« 3 • 

2 
1 
8 

1 " * 
3 

- 2 * 
3 • 

u m ^ h 

14 U J M 

«Jon ber Unioerfitö of tttycago SßreSS 



Sagegen betrugen bie auflagen: 

3ab,lung an ben Bruder 
(Sjrra Sruderarbeiten 
llnioerfitu of Chicago qjrefe'^orto 
@$tra Sßorto 



$ 57.00 
80.00 
12.00 
12.00 
7.60 
80.00 
13.00 
46.00 
40.00 
76.00 
60.00 
260.00 
6.00 



$726.50 
$851.13 



$550.00 
15.50 
21.60 
17.90 



tooburd) fid) im Januar 1920 in ber Stoffe befanben 

3m Saljre 1920 gingen ein: 

$ermäd)tntd aus bem SRadjlaffe unfereä oerftorbenen 
SRitgliebeS gbuarb Sieber au* Skujton, 0§to, $100.00 
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Beiträgen t>on Mitgliedern, tote folgt: 



1 SRitglieb 






1.00 


1 


« 






2.25 


1 


44 






2.50 


49 5 


ftl * X 1 ' w 


@ $ 3.00 


147.00 


16 


m 


44 


5.00 


80.00 


19 


•4 




6.00 


114.00 


1 


•4 


- 


7.60 


7.50 


3 


H 


u 


8.00 


24.00 


1 


44 




9.00 


9.00 


7 


44 


" 


10.00 


70.00 


1 


44 


4t 


12.00 


12.00 


1 


" 


44 


15.00 


15.00 


1 


44 


" 


25.00 


25.00 


1 


44 


>4 


60.00 


50.00 


Sdjraaben'iBerein 




50.00 


50.00 



$684.25 



$930.38 

Sie ÄuSlagen betrugen Dagegen: 

8a^ung an ben 2)rurfer $250.00 
«Stra S)rucKoften 69.00 
«jtra $orto 8.50 
Commiffkm für neue SRitglieber 37.50 

$360.00 



toaö einen ftaffenbeftanb am 1. Januar 1921 ergab t»on $570.88 
$abre 1921 gingen ein: 

$ 36.00 
20.00 
2.25 
70.00 
40.00 
250.00 
60.00 
100.00 
850.00 
$ 893.25 



$1463.63 
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»ertrage bon 12 SÄügliebern @ $ 8.00 

4 " 6.00 

1 " " 2.26 
7 " 10.00 

2 " 20.00 
9 " " 25.00 
1 - 60.00 

" 1 
1 
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dagegen ttwrben auSge^a^It an: 

Untoerfiti) of Chicago SJJre3S $ 44.77 

%ozto nadj $eutf$fanb 82.75 
(Egtta Erudloften unb $orto 66.89 
$>an!el fßrinttng (Eompanto, 1250.00 

$1804.41 



itms einen ftaffenbeftanb am 1. Januar 1922 Kefe ban $ 69.22 
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»tarnten bcr ©efellftfjaft. 

93 ernjQltunßÄr at: 

1 3a$r: 2 3a$re: 

$einr. fcommann, DuincQ J. 3- £e«>«3 

(£. ®. Ui^Iein t <£. SB. Äalb f 

ton SBatferbartb, 3>r. O. ß. Sdmübt 
SHla, SB. Suttmann f 

Sri» SXee» Mubolf Seifert 

53eamte: 

Xt. O. 2. Stfombt ^täfibent 

3. fcetoe* 1. ©t$e«$räftbeTü 
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